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TO    MR3.    MOORE. 

■    /  ■  ■  J/mdrn^  July  4»  180§. 

MY  DEAR  AND  HONOURED  MOTHER, 

TO  you  I  dedicate  this  account  of  the 
late  Campaign  in  Spain ;  where  your  eldest  3on 
qidtted  life  in  the  manner  he  had  al\yays  as-  , 
piredto. 

Being  unahle  to  write*  what  was  wortliy  of 
him,  I  have  collected  the  facts,  and  arranged 
the  materials,  to  enable  HistorianSs  to  do  him 
Justice.  r 

Should  they  ei^er  into  hb  private  character, 
they  ought  to  represent  him  as  a  man  who  felt 
for  his  Father  and  Mother  filial  piety;  and  fbsr 
his  Sister  and  Brothers  fraternal  affection :  who 
was  faithful  in  friendship,  and  in  his  intercourse 
with  the  world  was  guided  by  honpur. 

•  a  2 
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'liVheti  they  shall  display  those  qualities  and 
actions  which  properly  bplong  to  the  province 
of  Hisiory,  if  truth  be  observed,  he  must  be 
described  as  exercising  his  genius  in  the  pro-* 
iession  of  Arms  for  the  (service  of  his  CJountry, 
to  which  he  had  devoted  his  life.  Finally,  he. 
must  be  shown  leading  on  to  victory  a  British 
army,  which  he  had  preserved  by  his  wisdom, 
and  falling  gloriously  in  the  front  of  battle ! 

The  contemplation  of  what  he  was,  is  your 
chief  consolation ;  and  to  assist  in  disclosing  his 
achievements  is  the  highest  ambition  of  one  of 
his  Brothers,  and 

Your  affectionate  Son, 

JAMES   MOORE. 
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PREFACE. 


JL  H£  Public  is  here  presented  with^  perhaps, 
the  mast  authentic  fragment  of  History  on 
record :  for  Sir  John,  Moore  kept  a  journal  of 
his  proceedings ;  and,  with  an  exactness  un- 
usual in  a  military  man,  preserved  every  official 
paper,  or  letter  of  importance,  which  he  re- 
ceived, together  with  copies  of  those  which  he 
wrote. 

All  these  documents  the  author  has  in  hitf 
possession  ;  and  he  has,  besidts,  had  the  oppor- 
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tunlty  of  acquiring. full  information  respecting 
the  events.  He  could  not  misrepresent  them, 
had  he  been  so. inclined,  without  being  exposed 
to  immediate  detection ;  but  he  is  under  no 
temptation  either  to  disguise  or  conceal  any 
part  of  the  conduct  of  the  person  in  whom  he 
is  most  deeply  interested.  His  only  wish  has 
been  to  make  a  full  disclosure ;  and  with  this 
view  he  has,  as  much  as  possible,  made  every 
individual  concerned  explain  himself  by  Ihs 
own  letters  ;  which,  together  with  other  doreit* 
ments,  are  selected  and  arranged  in  the  order 
adapted  to  elucidate  the  facts.  . 

There  is  also  given  a  connecting  narrative ; 
and  such  reflections  are  added  as  naturally  arose 
out  of  the  transactions. 

The  intermingling  of  a  multitude  of  letters 
i^^th  the  narration,  though  not  the  most  cob* 
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dbibriUiiig  the  Canjpbigli ;  far;,  if  9.:  Mse  mi^^ 
enoe  be  drawn^  the  reader  can  immediately  dis^ 
cover  it. 

fhm  disagreeable  conseqiieiiiDe^  howefv^^  im 
Kkdy  to  be  produced  by  so  bpen.dn  explana^' 
tSon:  it  i|iay  irritate  those  wliose  ^iidiiet 
eumot  bear  investigation*  The  iove  oi  tran- 
quillity, his  proft^bnal  avocations^  and  his 
private  interest,  would  have  hindered  the  Au- 
thor from  undeiftaking  so  labcxious  a  woirk^ 
and  engaging  in  such  vexatious  hostility,  had  he 
not  been:  urged  forward  by  an  impube  superior  to 
these  combined  motives.^  He  cpuld  n6t  ramaia 
passive  when  his  Brother's  memory  was  assaikd 
by  ungenerous  attacks  and  dark  insinuations*  ^ 
The  suffi^rers  from  this  publicaition  ought  to 
beacin  medUection^  timt  thte  Author  acts,<mly 
dtfimfiively  ;^  W^  ihey  sliould  pomt  th«ir  in^g^/ 
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vm 
nation  against  the  first  assailants^  who  are  tW 
original  cause  of  any  mortification  which  thej 
niay  endure. 

Although  the  reason  for  composing  tfaia 
work  is  of  a  private  nature^  yet  it  cannot  fiiil 
being  of  puUic  utilky  both  to  Spain  and  Great 
Britain ;  for  success  in  future  operations  im 
more  likely  to  be  obtained^  when  there  is  a 
competent  knowledge  of  the  past« 

As  many  od^nal  documents  are  incorpo* 
rated  with  the  narrative,  as  were  considered 
requisite  to  explain  clearly  the  transactions, 
without  embarrassing  the  read^  with  repeti- 
tions. 

The  whole  correspondence  with  Mr.  Frere 
is  ^ven,  except  two  useless  letters  from  him, 
which  w^:e  never  received  by  the  Greneial, 
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and  which  on  that  account. "were  considered  as 

improper  to  he  published. 

All  Sir.  John  Moore's  dispatches  to  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  are  placed  in  the  Appendix ;  the 
omissions^  which  ate  very  few^  and  quite  im^ 
material  to  the  public^  are  marked  by  blank 
spaces. 
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1 1.     Mr.  de  Garay  to  Mr.  Frere,  Truxillo,  8th  Dec.  !04 
KK.  Sir  John  Moore  to  Lord  Casdereagh,  Toro^ 

16th  December,  -  -  -108 

L  L.  Marquis  la  Romana  to  Sir  John  Moore,  Leon^ 

19th  December,  -  -  112 

MM. Duke  del  Infantado  to  Mi^.  Frere,   Cuenya, 

13th  December,  -  -  115 

NN.  Marquis  la  Ronuina  to  Sir  John  Moore,  Leon, 

21st  December,  -  -  .117, 

00.  The  same  to  the  «ame,  Leon,  22d  Dec.  1 19 

pp.  The  same  to  the  same,  Mansilla,  23d  Dec.       120 
a  Q.  Sir  John  Moore  to  Lord  Castlereagh,   Bena- 

vente,  28th  December,  -  '  121 

RR,  The  same  to  the  same,  Benavente,  the  same 

day,       <  -  -  -  126 

S  S.  The  same  to  the  same,  Astorga,  31st  Dec.       127 
T'T.  The  saipe  to  the  same,  Corunna,  13  th  Ja- 
nuary,  1809,  -  -  131 
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A  NARRATIVE 


OF    THE 


CAMPAIGN 


OF    THE 


BRITISH  ARMY   IN  SPAIN, 

COMMANDED   BY   HIS  EXCELLENCY 

LIEUT.^GENERAL  SIR  JOHN  MOORE, 


Although  The  King  and  «he  British 

Nation  have  loudly  proclaimed  their  admiration 
of  Sir  John'  Moore ;  yet^  Hke  the  Great  and 
Good  td  every  age^  he  has  not  escaped  the 
infiinttatidiuj ,  of  £iivy^  even  after  ienninating 
.an  iDustrioiftS  careier  by  a  moiit  glorious  death. 
The  effects  of  Calumny  against  so  noble  a  cha^ 
racter can  be  of  no  long  duration:  but  during 
that  period  the  Relatives  and  Friends  suffei^, 
and  the  uninformed  part  of  the  PubUc  remain^ 
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in  some  degree^  in  suspense.  It  is,  therefo 
incumbent  on  a  Brother  by  unfolding  the  tnu 
to  prove  to  all,  that  the  pretended  facts  up 
which  the  malignant  representations  w< 
-founded,  are  utterly  false. 

This  plain  Narrative,  extmcted  from  I 
own  Journal,  autlienticated  by  original  doc 
ments,  official  records,  and  the  reports  of  Sts 
Officers,  will  give  to  his  beloved  countrym^ 
some  faint  idea  of  the  zeal,  ^valour,  and  skil 
^th  t^hich  he  served  them. 

Few  private  men  have  ris^n  to  so  coi 
spicuous  a  station  as  that  filled  by  Sir  Jol 
Moore  with  fewer  eneqaiies.  This  was  chief 
owing  to  his  modest  and  unassuming  maniier 
to  firmness  tempered  with  kindness  towan 
those  under  his  command,  and  to  a  conduct  \ 
stU  scrupulously  just.  He  spent  his  .life  in  di 
army ;  d.nd  his  popularity,  both  among  Office] 
and  Soldiers,  liever  was  exceeded.  But  uni 
versal  approbation  never  wa^  attained  by  Man 
rand  it  must  be  admitted,  that  with  Politiciafi 
he  was  not  sufficiently  pliant  to  be  alwa)? 
equally  approved  of  by  them. 

Hie  mystery  in  which  the  transactions  ii 
Sweden  were  involved,    gave    the   lovers    fl 
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iSetmdieii  £kii  opportunity  too  tempting  to  be 
nii^kcted. 

Should  it  become  necessaiy>  the  conduct  of 
Siat  John  Moore  at  that  Court  can  be  most 
satii^faetoril  J  explained*  But  all  that  shall  at 
present  be  communicated  is,  thaty 
'  In  the  month  of  May  1808,  he  was  en- 
tinisted  with  the  command  of  ten  thousac^i 
men  to  assist  Sweden  against  a  comluned  at*- 
tack  from  Russia,  Franqe,  and4)enmark.    \ 

On  the  17th  of  May  this  army  reached  Got- 
t^fiburgh ;  and  it  was  soon  intimated  that  the 
troops  were  not  to  be  permitted  to  land ;  the 
sd^diers  and  horses,  consequently, ,  remained 
tossing  on  board  the  crowded  transports.  Sit 
John  Moore  pradetitly  suppressed  the  feelings 
eKciitod  by  so  inhospitable  a  recep^n,  so  op- 
posite to  what  he  had  been  led  to  expect-:  and 
he  re'paired  to  Stockholm  to  cpmmunicate  his 
orders  and  to  concert  measures  for  the  secu- 
rity of  Sweden.  He  there  found  to  his  sur- 
prise, that,  although  the  Swedish  army  w^s 
^uite  inadequate  even  for  defensive  operations^ 
His  Majesty's  thoughtis  were  entirely  bent  on 
conquest. 

It  was  first  proposed  that  the  British  shpuld 
remain  in  their  ships,  till  some  Swedish  regi- 
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moits  should  be  coUeetod  at  Gottasibufgh ; 
and  that  the  combined  forces  should  land  and 
conquer  Zealand. 

Upon  an  examination  of  this  plan^  itw9S 
acknowledged,  that  the  Island  of  Zealand^ 
besides  containing  several  strong  .  fortressdt, 
was  filled  with  a  far  superior  regular  force  to 
any  that  could  be  assembled  :  and  also  that 
the  Island  of  Funen  was  full  of  French  and 
Spanish  bx)ops9'w4iich  could  not  be  hindered 
from  crossing  over  in  small  bodies.  Suir  Jehu 
Mdore^  in  the  mildest  and  moat  respectful 
manner,  represented  that  these  difficulties 
seemed  top  great  to  be  surmounted  by  the 
bravest  troops.   , 

It  was  next  proposed,  that  the  British  alone 
should  land  in  Russian  Finland;  storm  a 
fortress,  and  take  a  poMtioi;!  there* 

This  notion  was  still  more  preposterous  than 
the  former:  and  Sir  John  Moore  endeavoured 
to  prove,  that  ten  thousand  British  xr&re 
insufficient  to  encounter  the  principal  fot^ce  of 
the  Russian  Empire,  which  could  quickly  be 
brought  against  them  at  a  pdint  so  near  Fe^^ 
tersburgh. 

The  oli^ctions  which  he  was  oH^ged  to 
make  to  these,  and  to  another  scheme  equally 
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iBipMM:!ficable^  drew  upoii  him  the  resentment 
of  his  Swedish  Majesty,  who  arrested  him  in 
his  Ca|>ital«  He,  however,  ynth  consideiflble 
addiess,  withdrew  from  the  thraldom  of  Swe^ 
den  without  committing  his  Grovemment :  and, 
odnformabiy  to  his  instructions,  brought  back 
the  army  to  England. 

At  his  return,  he  was  honoured  wiiii  the 
aj^obaticm  df  the  Ministers  and  of  his  Sove<^ 
feign :  indeed,  there .  is  no  doubt,  that,  with 
a  ^General  possessed  of  less  gopd  seiwe  imd  po*^ 
lidcal  firmness,  the  Army  wosdd  .loiave  beetl 
exposed  to  inevitable  destiw^osi. 

After  haying  acted,  both  i^Ml^e  Meditorra« 
nean  and  in  Sweden  as  Commander  in  Chief, 
Sir  John  Moore  was  now  supeAied^d  by  Sir 
Harry  Burrard  ;  and  he  received  the  .Secretory 
oi  State's  Qrders  to  serve  ifk  Portugal^  as  Thbd 
in  Command* 

There  are  few  Generals  in  the  British  aer^ 
.viee  who  would  not  have  resigned  upon  such 
treatment.  But,  superior  to  modern  miUtary 
etiquette,  he  possessed  a  large  portion  of  the 
antient  Ratnan  spirit ;  for  he  has  been  heard 
to  declare^  th^t  he  would  never  refuse  serving 
his  Country  whik  he  was  able :  and  that  if 
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The  King  cominanded  him  t^  act  as  an  Bnsign, 
he  iimuld  obey. 

In  conformity  to  this  patriotic  principle^ 
after  resigning  his  command  at  Portsmouth  to 
Sir  Harry  Burrard,  he  sailed  in  the  fleet  to 
Portugal  on  the  31st  of  July. 

Two  Generals  so  circumstanced,  seldom 
live  veiy  amicably  tc^ther:  but  Sir  John 
Moore,  instead  of  behaving  with  dry  reserve 
towards  the  person  who  was  thus  placed  over 
him,  evinced  to  Sir  Harry  the  deference  due 
to  hissCommanding  CMficer  ;  and  behaved  with 
so  much  good  humour,  that  they  lived  together 
in  ^perfect  harmony. 

This  army  did  not  amve  in  Pbrtugal  till 
ViiileT  the  battle  of  Vimiera,  and  the  subsequent 
armistice.  These  transactions,  therefore,  de 
iiot  come  within  the  scope  of  this  narrative. 
Yet  it  is  proper  to  mention  that  §ir  John 
Moore,  upon  leaming  the  particulars  of  the 
action,  bestowed  warm  praises  upon  Sir  Ar- 
thur Wellesley.-  He  declared  to-  Sir  Hew 
Dairy mple,  the  new  Commander,  that  he 
wished  to  vmve  all  pretensions  derived  from 
his  seniority;  that,  as  Sir  Arthur •  had  done 
so  much,  it  was  fair  he  should  take  the  lead 
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in  the  operations,  against  Lisbon ;  and,  if  the 
good  of  the  service  should  require  it,  he  would 
execute  any  part  that  was  allotted  to  him, 
without  interfering  with  Sir  Arthur. 

No  opportunity,  however,  of  this  kind  pre- 
sented itself;  as  a  Convention  was  agreed 
upon  between  the  British  and  French  Com- 
manders, for  the  evacuation  of  Portugal  by  the 
French  troops. 

While  this  was  carrying  into  effect.  Sir  Ar- 
thur Wellesley  applied  for  leave  of  absence, 
and  soon  returned  to  il^ngland  ;  and  several 
General  Officers  followed  his  example. 

Sir  Hew  Dalrymple  was  next  recalled,  and 
die  Command  devolved  upon  Sir  Harry  Bur- 
rard.  But  this  General,  from  bad  health  And 
other  causes,  requested  leave  to  resign. 

It  was  not  thought  advisable  by  the  Cabinet 
again  to  supersede  Sir  John  Moore  :  accord- 
ingly, on  the  6th  of  October*  dispatches  ar^ 
rived  from  London,  conferring  upon  him  the* 
chief  command  of  an  army  to  be  employed  in 
Spain. 

It  appears  by  various  Government  dispatches, 
that  Ihe  design  of  sending  an  anny  to  the 


^«  Vide  Apt>endix,  A.  B.  C.  and  D.  pp.  3— -17. 
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North  of  Spain  wfus  un^er  consideration  to-? 
wards  the  end  of  A^gust.  But  the  necessity 
of  transporting  the  army  of  Junot  to  France 
occasioned  thiisj  measure  to  be  deferred.  It 
was  now  resolved  to  be  put  into  execution ; 
•  and  Galicia,  or  the  borders  of  Lewi,  were  fixed 
upon  by  the  War  Minister  as  the  place  foy  as- 
sembling the  troops.  * 

Sir  John  was  ordered  to  send  the  CayjJyj 
by  land ;  and  it  was  left  to  his.  db^r^m  to 
move  the  Infantry  and  Artillery  either  by.  sea 
or  land.  /       . 

It  was  also  communicated  to  ..himj  that  fif- 
teen tjiousand  men  were  ordered  to  Corumia ; 
and  he  ws^s  directed  to  give  such  orders  tq  $ir 
David  Baird,  their  Com^\ander)  as  WQifiW  mqjgt 
speedily  effect  a  junction  of  the  whole  fprqe- 

i'rom  the  moment  that  Sir  John  Moore  ob^ 
tained  this  comjnand,  he  exerted  the, utmost 
activity  to  fulfil  die  instructipn.s  ;  and  received 
essential  assistance  from  Sir  Harry  Blirrard^ 
who  forwarded  the  expedition,  with  the,  greajtest 
3^eal.  Before  this  time  little  had  been  done  for 
the  equipment  of  the  troops,  or  foi:  their  ad* 
vance  :  but  all  was  apeop^iplished  with  celerity; 
for  the  greatest  part  of  the  troops  were  in  mo- 
tion i»  eight  days. 
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Soon  dkef  the  General  entered  upon  his 
<}Ommand^  he  published  the  following  Order 
to  hi?  troops  ; 

.  ^^  General  Orders. 

'^Ltsbotiy  9th  October y  1808.  . 
**  The  Troops  under  Lieut-General  Sir 
^^  John  Moore  will  hold  themselves  in  readineisa 
^*  to  move  on  the  shortest  notice. 

^^  The  Lieut.-General  trusts  that  the  General 
^f  Officers  will  lose  no  time  in  ascertaining  that 
^^  the  Regiments  under  their  comjoiand  m*e  ia 
^*  good  order,  and  complete  in  every  equipment 
^^  to  enable  them  to  keep  the  field. 

**  Lieut. -General  Sir  John  Moore  will  take^ 
^f  an  early  opportunity  of  inspecting  the  several 
^^  corps  of  the  army. 

*^  All  the  heayy  haggage  will  he  left  in  Lis^ 
^^  bon,  and  directions  will  b^  giy?il  hereafter 
^f  respecting  it. 

^^  The  General  0£Gicers  will  ccanmunicate 
*^  wi^h  the  Coi|imaii<£ng  OiELceirs  of  ^  Corps, 
^^  ^p^a  the  situatiofi  ajgid  fitness  of  the  stores 
^^  fof  their  heavy  b^gage,  and  report  theve--^ 
^^  ^j^n  for  the  ii^ornation  o£  Lieut.-General 
^^  Sir  J.Mdore. 
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*^  Directions  will  be  given  itith  respect  to 
^'  the  sick.  The  Lieut. -General  sees  with 
*^  much  concern  the  great  number  of  this  de- 
^^  scription,  and  that  it  daily  increases.  The 
*^  General  assures  the  troops,  that  it  is  o\Hng 
**  to  their  own  intemperance,  that  so  many  of 
*^  them  are  rendered  incapable  of  marching 
"against  the  Enemy:  and  having  stated  this, 
*^  he  feels  confident  that  he  need  say  no  mons 
"  to  British  soldiers  to  insure  their  sobriety/^ 

[■   This  Order  was  understood  to   have   been' 
iteiished  by  the  sdldiens,  and  had  some  effect 
upon  them.     And  previous  to  their  setting  off, 
another  Order  was  issued  to  instruct  them  in 
their  conduct  towards  the  Spaniards. 


"  General  Orders.  /  . 

*^  Head  Zuarters^  Lisboriy  15 fk  October ^  1808. 
^^  The  Commander  of  the  Forces  trustis, 
^^  that  on  the  troops  entering  Spain,  they  will 
*5  feel  with  him  how  much  it  is  for  their  honour 
^^  and  advantage  to  maintain  the  high  opinion, 
^*  and  cherish  the  good-will,  which  that  brave 
*^and  high-spirited  people  entertain  towards 
''  the  British  Nation. 
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*'  The  troops  will  generally  be  received  by 
"  ihe  inhabitants.  The  Spaniards  are  a  grave, 
"  orderly  people,  extremely  sober ;  but  gene- 
rous and  warm  in  their  temper,  and  easily 
offended  by  any  insiJt  or  disrespect  which  is 
offered  them ;  they  are  grateful  to  the  Eng- 
*^  lish,  and  will  receive  the  troops  vrith  kind- 
**  ness  and  cordiality. 

Hiis  the  General  hopes  will  be  retui'ned 
with  equal  kindness  on  the  part  of  .  the 
**  soldiers,  and  that  they  will  endeavour  te  ac- 
**  commodate  themselves  to  their  manners,  be 
^^'orderly  in  th^ir  quarters,  and  not  shock,  by 
•^  intemperance,  a  people  worthy  of  their  at- 
**  tachment,  and  whose  efifbrts  they  are  come 
**  to  support  in  the  tnost  glorious  of  causes — 
*^  to  free  themselves  from  French  bondage,  and 
^^  to  establish  their  national  liberty  and  inde- 
^*  pendence. 

^*  Upon  entering  Spain,  in  compliment  to 
^^  the  Spanish  nation,  the  Army  wiU  wear  the 
^^  Red  Cockade,  in  addition  to  their  own." 

It  is  proper  to  remark  here,  that  British  ar- 
mies are  little  experienced  in  the  business  of  a 
long  campaign  on  shore.  Chir  warfare  has 
usually  been   carried  on   by   maritime    expe- 
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ditians :  and  we  afe  extremely  defective  in  ihe 
organization  of  the  departments  which  are  re* 
quisite  for  the  field ;  the  Commissariat  particu- 
larly is  inferior  to  that  of  France,  But  no  part 
of  Military  affairs  was  unknown  to  the  General ; 
he  was  capable  of  forming,  in  some  degree^ 
what  was  deficient ;  and,  though  he  complains 
of  the  inexperience -of  some  of  the  departmente^, 
he  writes  witli  approbation  of  their  zeal  and 
^xertions.  The  directions  of  Government  were, 
that  the  Cavalry  should  he  sent  by  land ;  but  a 
discretionary  power  was  given  to  the  Comr 
Doander  to  move  the  In£suitry,  -by  sea  or  land, 
33  he  judged  best.  Upon  qn  examination*  of 
j^e  subject,  there  was  found  to  be  no  choice ; 
for,  independently  of  the  uncerteinty  and  daiSN- 
ger  of  a  coasting  voyage  in  winter,  whiqb>  even 
when  prosperous,  unhinges^  the  whole  machir 
nery  of  an  army,  it  was  ascertained  that,  at 
Corunna,  there  were  hafdly  the  means,  of 
equipping  and  forwarding  the  corps  commanded 
by  Sir  David  Baird. — The  Spanish  Gov^iainient 
deputed  Colonel  Lopez,  a  Spanish  officer,  who 
was  well  ac^^iainted  with  the*  roads  and  re-* 
sources  of  the  country^  to  as^st  the  Bntieli 
army  on 'its  march,  to  establiiA  magpMQes, 
and  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements  wkh 
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Sir  John  Moore«  He  confirmed  the  former  in« 
teUigence,  and  pressed  himy  in  the  x^ame  of 
the  Junta,  to  march  by  land ;  assuring  him^ 
that  if  be  went  by  sea^  one  half  of  the  ar»jr  ^ 
could  never  lea^ve  the  coast  for  want  of  ne-^ 
cessaries. 

The  next  question  was,  whether  they  should 
proceed  in  a  northerly  direcdon,  tbrdugh  Por- 
tugal to  Almeida;  or  should  take  the  great 
Sastem  road  to  Elvas,  and  thence  msoxli 
diffdugh  Estremadura.  Necessity  decided  this 
queirtion  likewise  ;  for  it  was  found  that  die 
i^hole  could  not  be  subsisted  on  the  road  by 
Elvas ;  no  magazines  having  been  formied  for 
su^  a  body  of  troops.  When  the  Spanish 
Ommnissary  General  was  consulted^  on  this 
9Ttb|ect,  and  when  the  quantity  of  meat  re*^ 
quired  by  the  British  army  was  explained  to 
him,  he  computed,  that,  were  they  to  be  sup« 
plied  with  the  rations  specified,  in  three  months 
all  the  oxen  would  be  consumed^  and  veiy  few 
liogs  would  be  left  in  the  <tountry. 

Strict  enquiry  was  then  made  respecting  the  ^ 
roa^s  through  the  North  of  Portugal,  where*-  - 
there  was  known  to  be  abundance  of  food. 
^  He  fbund  the  Portuguese  at  Lisbon  i&CfeSi'- 
ytj  ^orftnt  of  the  state  of  the  rodl^  of  iloMfi^ 
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owJEi  ccmntry  ;  but  all  agreed  that  cantion  could 
not  be  transported  over  the  mountains,  which 
form  the  northern  boundary  between  Spain  and 
Portugal.  Even  British  Ofl&Cers,  who  had 
been  sent  to  examine  the  roads,  confirmed  the 
Portuguese  intelligence. 

As  equipments  could, not  be  procured  at  Co- 
runna,  as  food  could  not  be  supplied  on  the 
foad  by  Elvas,  and  as  the  artillery  co^dd  not 
l^e  drawn  over  the  Portuguese  mountains,  it 
became  absolutely  susces^ary  to  divide  the 
Army..  '  ^ 

TYiis  distressing  measure  was  ad^ted  from 
necessity  alone.  In  an  absolute  Governmeot, 
like  France,  where  the  Kuler  is  skilled  in  ibi* 
litary  operations,  and  possesses  power  to  brii^ 
forth  all  the  means  and  resources  of  the  coun- 
try, such  difficulties  vanish  ;  but  in  Spaiifi  and 
Portugal  few  obstructions  can  ever  be  removed 
by  the  Government ;  they  can  only  be  evaded. 

It  was  then  determined  to  send  five  brigades 
of  artillery  to.  accoiiipahy  the  cavalry  through 
Spain ;  and  four  regiments  of  infantry  were 
added  for  thc^ir  protection. 

This  important  corps  of  six  thousand  meil 
was  entrusted  to  Lieut. -General  Hppe^  and 
dixi^ted  to  march  by  Elvas  on  the  Madrid  road, 
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to  Biadajos  and  Espinar.  And  two  brigades 
under  Oeneral  Paget  moved  by  Elvas  and  Al-» 
eantara* 

The  rest  of  the  army  moved  through  Por- 
tugal. 

Two  brigades  under  General  Beresford  went 
by  Coimbra  and  Almeida* 

Three  brigades  under  General  Fraser,  by 
Abrantes  and  Almeida. 

Sir  John  Moore,  thinking  it  of  very  great 
importance  that  some  artillery  should  accom- 
pany these  corps,  ordered  one  light  brigade  of 
six  pounders,  under  Captain  Wilmot,  to  pro- 
ceed through  Portugal ;  and  he  trusted^to  this 
Officer's  activity  to  transport  the  guns  over  the 
mountains  by  dint  of  labour. 

The  diflFerent  regiments  of  each  division  fol- 
lowed each  other  in  succession  to  facilitate  the 
march  ;  Sir  John  Moore  intending,  that  the 
ivholc  of  'the  troop  coming  from  Portugal 
should  unite  at  Salamanca ;  and  that  Sir  David 
Baird  and  General  HopC  should  either  join 
them  there,  or  at  Valladolid. 

The  several  divisions  having  moved  dS^  Sir 
John  left  Lisbon  oh  the  27th  of  October*. 

*  Vide  Appendix,  E.  F,  G,  pp.  17—26,    ^ 
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And  I  shall  here  introduce  some  remarks  on  the 
state  of  Spain^  and  on  the  plan  of  tht  Giiift- 
paign  decided*on  by  the  British  Government. 

Towards  the  end  of  summer,  after  the  sur- 
render of  Dupont,  the  French  Army  retired 
from  Madrid,  and  repassed  the  Ebro.  Their 
force  in  this  direction  consisted  of  above  45^000 
laen  concentrated  in  Navarre  and  Biscay ;  their 
right  at  Bilboa,  and  their  left  at  Aybar.  They 
bad  besides  garrisons  in  Barcelona,  F^gueras, 
and  other  fortresses  in  Catalonia,  amountii^ 
to  fiill  15,000  men  more. 

In  these  positions  they  quietly  waited  for 
feinforeements.  And  every  foreign  journal 
iatmounced,  that  vast  bodies  of  troops  df  every 
description  were  hastening  through  Geirmany 
And  France  to  BaycKine. 

During  this  period  the  Spanish  ^xA  English 
newspapers  wefe,  reporting  the  enthusiastic 
patriotism  of  the  Spaniards;  that  aU  ranks, 
young  and  old,  had  taken  up  arms,  were  eagbf: 
to  rush  upon  their  enemies, ,  and  determined  to 
die  rather  than  submit  to  a  treacherous^  cruel, 
and.  impious  Invader.  Such  was  the  spirit  of 
the  proclamations  of  the  provincial  Juntas, — 
all  vying  with  each  other  in  magnanimous  ex<* 
pressioBs. 
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^iit  the  British  (jdvernment,  not  trastlng  to 
ijttch  authorities,  sent  Officers  and  Agents  into 
various  parts  of  Spain,  who  also  extolled  the 
nniversal  ardour  of  the  country.  And  fiill  cre- 
dit appears  to  have  been  given  to  this  descrip- 
tion of  the  state  of  Spain  j  for  the  British  Army 
was  dispatched  into  Leon  to  participate  in  the 
glory  of  expelling  the  French  from  the  Pen- 
insula. 

The  Spanish  Government  recommended  Bur- 
gos as  the  point  of  uniop  for  the  British  troops, 
.  and  Madrid  and  Valladolid  were  the  placfes  ap- 
pointed for  magazines.  And  Government  com- 
mifhicated  to  Sir  John  Moore,  through  Lord 
William  Bentinck,  that  it  was  expected  h^ 
would  find  between  sixty  and  seventy  thousand 
men  assembled  under  Blake  and  Remana^  it 
the  Asturias  and  Galicia  *. 

These  were  independent  of  Ae  armieiS  on  the 
front  and  left  flank  of  the  French   position. 
The  latter  was  conceived  to  be  the  most  nu- 
merous of  any,  and  placed  under  the  command . 
of  the  Marquis  de  Castanos. 

The  conviction  of  the  universal  enthusiasm 
#f  the  Spaniards  was,  at  this  tinpie;  so  prevft^^ 


*  Vide  Appendix,  B.  p.  t, 
c 


Digitized 


ized  by  Google 


18r 

Ipnt  in  the  British  jCabln^t)  that,  in  .9  ineno«* 
rial  transmitted  for  the  informatioxn  uf.JSir  Johsk 
Moore  by  Ae  Secretary  of  State,  it  is  ^i^^Ad^ 
that  the  French  Armies  could  not  enter  the  de-^ 
file^  of  the  Asturias  without  jBxposi&g  them* 
selves  to  be  destroyed  even  by  the  aimed 
peasants* 

But, the  stroiigest  proof  of  the  misinform^tHfn 
upon  the  state  of  Spanish  afiairs  is  this,  that 
in  the  month  of  September  it  was  considered 
most  probable,  that  the  Spaniards  alone  wpu)d 
soon  drive  the  Frjench  out  of  the  Peninsula. 
This  conviction  was  so  strong,  that  eoc^uiries 
i^^erev  directed  to  b^  made,  by  Lord  Will#i» 
Bentinck  respecting  the  intentions  of  the  Spz^ 
liiah  Government  upon  Ae  expulsion  of  the 
French.  And  directions,  were  given,  under 
particular  circumstances,  to  urge  thfe  ^lvasion 
of  the  South  of  ^rtLiice  with  a  combined  British 
and  Spanish  Artiyy. 

Had  these,  relations  been  well  founded,  and 
had  the  gjBueral  fervour  reajfty  existed,  there 
could  have  been  no  objections,  to  sending  thc^ 
British  Army  by  the  iiearest  roads  to.  join 
such  numerous  and  intrepid  allies*  For  tb^ 
most  timid  could  entertain  no  apprehensions^  if 
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the  French  wer6  to  be  assltulted  by  such  supfef 
ridr  numbers. 

Such  was  the  flattering  picture  of  affairs  that 
was  presented  to  the  view  of  Sir  John  Mootej 
before  he  commenced  his  march,  and  WTsia 
enabled  to  judge  for  himself. 
'  In  passing  through  the  Portuguese  territory, 
the  troops  behaved  with  order  and  regularity,' 
which  formed  a  striking  contrast  to  the  cruelty 
and  rapine  that  of  late  years  disgrace  the 
French  armies.  The  people  were  civil;  but 
cohsidiierable  d^culties  occurred  reslpecting  pro* 
visioning  the  troops.  Setaro,  a  contractor  at 
Lisbdn;  had  agreed  to  supply  the  divisions 
with  rations  on  the  march  through  Portugal. 
Bijt  this  man  failed  in  his  contract;  and  the 

«<£visions  of  General' Fraser  and  Beresford  were 
obliged  to  be  halted ;  and,  had  it  not  been  for 

,  the  great  exertions  of  the  Generals,  the  troops 
would  have  been  long  delayed.    * 

There  was  also  a  great  want  of  money,  froi^ 
which  excessive  inconveniences  resulted.  It 
had  been  supposed  that  Government  billg  would  . 
have  been  accepted ;  but  promissory  notes  do 
not  pbtain  credit  in  Spain  and  Portugal^  as  in 
England.  At  Guarda,  the  Chief  Magistrate 
refused  to  procure  provisions  without  regular 
•      c2     ..      ■ 
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payments^  and  the  peasantry  had  a  dread  of 
paper  money.     These  difficulties   were^  how- 
ey&Ty  surmountedj  but  not  without  great  ex-. 
pence. 

The  Commander  of  the  Forces  was  usually 
entertsdued  with  politeness  at  the  houses  of  the 
Nohility.  He  saw  little  appearance  of  a  French 
party y  but  was  surprised  to  observe  the  slight 
interest  the  Portuguese  took  in  public  affairs. 
They  were  generally  well  inclined^  but  luke- 
warm. 

•J 

As  Sir  John  Moore  was  approaching  the 
scene  of  action,  he  gradually  acquired  just 
notions  of  Spanish  affairs ;  for  he  was  in  close 
correspondence  with,  men  of  candouip  and  dis-. 
cernment  who  resided  on  the  spot.  Little 
was  written  by  them  of  Spanish  ardour  and  en- 
thusiasm :  their  letters,  on  the  contrary,  woe 
filled  with  details  of  the  weakness  and  tardi- 
ness of  the  CentralJunta. 

This  assembly  consisted  of  thirty-two  per* 
sons  with  equisj  powers.  So  numerous  an  ex- 
ecutive body  was  ill  calculated  for  prompt  de- 
cisions. Self-interest,  mutual  jealousy,  and 
discord,  distracted  their  councils.  There  was 
no  predominant  leader  to  give  uniformity  to 
their  acts,  no  animating  passions  to  elevate 
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tbeir  minds.  By  cold  langaor,  and  foggy  dul- 
ness,  they  chilled  and  damped  the  spirits  of  the 
Nation. 

The  love  of  independence  and  hatred  of  a 
tyfant  so  instantaneously  excite  all  the  energies 
of  Britons,  that  they  can  hardly  credit  the 
sluggish  indifierence  that  pervaded  the  Spanish 
nation,  when  menaced  by  the  rapid  approach 
of  the  vietorious  armies  of  Buonaparte. 

Judging  what  he  could  do,  by  what  Spa- 
niards were  capable  of,  they  thought  it  almost 
knpossible  for  his  army  to  traverse  the  Pyren- 
nees  in  winter.  But  should  the  French  have 
thb  teraeriiy  to  efiFect  sueh  a  passage,  it  was 
bdlieved  they  would  soon  be  fismiished.  These 
no^ns  were  applicable  to  the  resources  for- 
merly possessed  by  France.  But  the  magni- 
tude of  the  military  preparations  of  their  pre- 
sent enemy,  and  the  celerity  of  his  movements, 
confoutided  all  such  calculations. 

Lord  William  Bentinek  saw  clearly  the  er- 
ror cmnmitted  by  the  Spaniards.  In  a  dis- 
patch about  the  beginning  of  October  he  ob«r 
serves,  with  a  melancholy  presage,  "  I  am 
*<  every  moment  more  and  more  convinced, 
^^  that  a  blind  confidence  in  their  own  strength, 
^  and  natural  slowness,   are  the  rocks  upon 
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^^  which  this  good  ship  raos  the  risk  6f  hAis^ 
*^  wrecked/' 

It  was  wondered  at  in  England,  why  the 
hold  patriots,  who  were  helieved  to  be  swarm- 
ing in  Spain,  did  not  charge  the  discomfited 
remains  of  the  French  armies  lurking  behind 
the  Ebrp :  Why  are  they  not  exterminatcld 
before  they  are  reinforced  ? 

The  Marquis  de  Castanos  and  Genetal  Blake 
could  have  answered  these  enquiries  vety!  satis- 
factorily to  all  intelligent  military  men.:  for  it 
'  is  clear  from  existing  documents,  that  the  Spa-* 
nish  armies  were  so  weak  in  numbers,  and  so 
wretchedly  equipped,  as  to  be  incapable  of  c^« 
countering  the  French,,  even  before  their  ^m^ 
forcements  arrived.  This  deplorable  diefieieiiey 
was  carefully  concealed,  to  prevent  ite  linking 
the  nation  into  despair. 

Notwithstanding  the  extensive  correspond'* 
ence  which  Sir  John  Moore  carrifed  on,  he 
could  obtain  no  certain  accounts  of  the  numhbrs 
or  condition,  of  th6  Spanish  forces,  before  the 
arrival  of  Buonaparte.  But  after  that  event, 
when  they  had  assembled  all  their  new  levies, 
it  was  found  that  the  Armies  of  the  Centre  and 
Right  united,  imder  the  Generals  Cai^tatios- 
and  Palafox,  formed,  only  a  force  of  4QJi^' 
men.     And  the  following  extract  from  the  Re- 
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solutions  of  a  Council  of  War  composed  of  thp 
principal  Spanish  Generals',  which  was  held  ^£, 
Tudela  on  the  5th  of  November,  exposes  part 
of  the  distresses  of  these  armies.  At  this  period 
General  Blake's  army,  called  the  Army,  of  the 
l«eft,  was  known  to  be  in  the  ulmpst  danger;  ' 
yet  the  GJouncil  came  to  ^this  Resolution  : 

/^'  Attention  being  had  to  the  actual  state  of 
^i ;,|^nury  ^nd  want,  which  the  Army  of  the- 
^^  Ceai^e,  ^Qstitl^te  of  <Jhe  nix>3t  necessary  means,: 
^^,i#  sufferitig;   considering  also  that  this  ef- 
^/  jEsctive  force  is  much  less  than  had  been  sup- 
^^jgosed;  ^it  19  agreed  that  in  the  present  mo- 
^^  n^nt  it  cannot  be  of  assistance  to  the  Army* 
1'  of  tlkie  l4^ft,  notwithstanding  the  conviction! 
^'  of  th^  urgency  of  swh  assistance,^'  &c.* 
.  To  give  a  fiirther  view  -of  the  state  of  thtf     ^ 
principal  Spanish  Army,  I  shall  extract  a  short 
p^i^age  from  the  Marquis  of  Castanos's   dis- 
patches to  the  Secretary  of  the  Central  Junta; 
ISpir.  26,  1808. 

^^  I  leave  to  your  Excellency  to  conceive  the" 
V  criticg^l  sitiiation  of  an  army  immoveable  from 
"its  few  resources,  and  the  greatest  part. of 
"  which  was  composed  of  new  levies,  badly 
.^^  clothed,  and  badly  provisioned/* 

*  Vide  Appendix,  H.  p,  26. 
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Tiiis  \m  the  language  of  th«  Spabiarcis* 
And  I  shall  give  an  extract  of  a  [Letter  from 
Captain  Whittingham  to  Lord  William  Ben* 
tinck,  which  will  show  the  impression  that  the 
appearance  of  part  of  their  army  made  upon  an 
English  officer. 

'*  Head  Quarters,  Calahorra^ 
2Sth  OcL  1808. 

''  On  the  25th  General  Castanos  left  thid 
*^  place  for  Logrono.  We  arrived  about  four 
\*  in  the  evening.  The  army  of  Castile  was 
^^  drawn  up  to  receive  the  General.  Its  strength 
^^  about .  1 1 ,000  men.  But  to  form  any  idea  of 
^^  its  composition,  it  is  absolutely*  neciessary  to 
^^  have  seen  it  It  is  a  complete  mass  of  mi* 
^^  serable  peasantry,  without  cldthing,  without 
^^  organization,  and  with  few  Officers  that  de-^ 
"serve  the  name. 

"  The  General  and  principal  Officers  have 
^^  not  the  least  confidence  in  their  troc^s ;  and, 
'^  what  is  yet  worse,  the  men  have  no  confi- 
*^  dence  in  themselves. 

"  This  is  not  an  exaggerated  picture ;  it  is  a 
**  true  portrait,''  &c.  &c. 

Such  was  the  condition  and  amount  of  the 
troops    under  Castanos  and   Palafox    towards 
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Nov^mber^  altei"  all  were  collected  tfa^t  eould 
be  raised.  !Qut  in  August  and  September  they 
^wrere^  doubtless,  much  fewer.  Castanos  found 
it  dangerous  to  approach  the  French  postt 
Hie  Spaniard^  sometimes  engaged  in  skir* 
mishes ;  but  were  so  much  worsted,  that  they 
found  it  prudent  to  keep  at  a  distance,  and 
wait  for  reinforcements. 

A  similar  reason  accounts  for  the  inactivity 
of  .  General  .Blake  during  these  important 
months*  The  disposition  to  exaggeration  in 
Spain  is  such,  that  it  is  difficult  feven  now  to 
ascert^n  what  was  the  number  of  this  army. 
But  it  certainly  could  never  have  been  consi-* 
derable;  for  after  the  arrival  of  Romana's  corps, 
of  upwards  of  8000  men,  and  every  exertion 
that  was  made,  it  cippears  from  Captain  Car- 
rol's dispatches  that  the  actual  number  that 
fought  the  French  did  not  amount  to  17,000 
men.  And  the  want  of  Officers,  of  food,  of 
clothings  and  of  every  species  of  warlike 
equipment,  was  lamentable.  Instead  of  Gene-* 
ral  Blake  being  culpable  for  not  attacking  the 
French,  his  error  imdoubtedly^  was  extreme 
rashness. 

Sir  John  Moore,  by  the  close  correspond- 
ence he  carried  on  with  Lord  WilUam  Ben- 
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Htnthf  Mr.  ilitiidity  Coli^nel  tshcakeri^f  ancl  o^em^ 
g^padually  penetmted  thef  ^i^guises  willrh  Which 
i^  Spanish  GFeveFnment  ei^eloped  1!hehr  afiairs. 
l€  15  self-evideiMj  l^at  a  J^dicioils  plan  of  a 
campaign  can  be  formed  only  by  reflecting 
npon  the  actual  state  of  things  :  aiB<¥  must  ne^- 
eessarily  be  ill  eontrived,  ^«d  probably  unsuc- 
cessful, if  drawn,  up  on  felse  intelligence.  Yet 
the  Spanish  Juntas  exerted  all  their  finesse 
to  deceive,  not  their  enen^y,  but  their  ally; 
and  succeeded  so  perfectly,  ^  to  lead  them  t6 
execute  a  plan  adapted  to  a  state  of  eireum-* 
atances  the  reverse  of  their  real  condition^ 
Their  high-sounding  proclamations,  exagge- 
mted  numbers,  invented  yictories,  and  vaunted 
tothnsiasm,  could  not  deceive  him  whom  it 
was  useful  to  deceive.  Buonaparte  possessed 
ample  means  of  obtaining  exact  information. 
There  were  traitors,  even  among  the  loudest 
seeming  patriots;  who  enabled  him  to  calcu- 
late, with  perfect  accuracy,  the  precise  portion 
•of  patriotism  scattered  through  Spain. 

Yet  there  are  some  facts  that  ^vould  lead  one 
almost  to  suspect,  that  the  Spanish  Juntas, 
from  excess  of  presumption,  ignorance,  and 
a  heated  imagination,  were  so  blinded,  as  to 
hav^  misled  the  British  Cabinet  unintenfienally. 
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For  it  IS  a  wfell^kiMiwn  fact,  that  at  finst  ttief 
considered  Spain  as  more  than  a  mateh  f&t 
Fratiee.  X^^ey  appfied  to  us  for  arms  And  mo* 
ney,'  but  said  they  wanted  no  men;  believmg 
they  could  raise  more  soldiers  than  they  re- 
quired. How  long  this  infatuation  cotitin^ied, 
I  cannot  pretend  to  say ;  but  they  appear  to 
have  acquiesced  in  the  offer  of  British  auxili- 
aries on  the  26th  of  Septeteiber. 

It  happened  that  a^ceounts  were  brought  to 
the  Junta  at  Aranjuez/ Oct.  4th,  of  ^*  a  Let- 
f^  tbr  having  been  intercepted,  addressed  by  the 
^^  Governor  of  Bayonne  to  Marshal  Jourdan 
^^  (the  French  Commander  in  Chief)^  wbeitein 
«it  is  stated,  that  between  the  16th  of  Oeto- 
*^  her  and  the  16th  of  November  reinforce* 
^^  ments  to  the  amount  of  66,000  infantry  and . 
^^  from  5  to  7^00  cavalry  might  be  expected 
^*  to  enter  Spain. 

"  Mr.  Stuart  will  tell  you  that  this  news  is 
^'credited*/' 

That  this  news  was  correct,  I  have  no  doubt, 
Buonaparte,  though  he  constantly  attempts  to 
deceive  the  world  by  his  public  proclamations, 
has  tod  much  political  wisdom  to^deceive  his 

*' Vide  Appendix,  E.  p,  17. 
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owh  Generals.  Nor  could  He  have  thrown 
this  letter  purposely  in  the  way  of  the  Spa-- 
Biards^  as  he  could  not  wish  to  rouse  them  from 
their  lethargy. 

This  intelligence  threw  the  Central  Junta 
into  great  alarm ;  they  began  to  think  the  bu- 
siness was  serious;  Castanos  was  ordered  to 
his  post^  and  such  levies  as  they  could  collect 
were  sent  forward  to  the  Ebro. 

Urgent  and  alarming  as  was  the  situation  of 
affairs^  the  dilatoriness  of  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment could  not  be  corrected.  So  that  when 
Sir  David  Baird  arrived  at  Corunna,  Oct.  13th, 
the  Junta  of  Galicia  refused  him  permission  to 
land  the  troops.  Sir  David  was  astonished^ 
and  sent  off  expresses  to  Madrid  and  to  Lis- 
bon. He  at  last  pbtained  leave  to  land ;  but 
hi^  reception  was, so  cold^  apd  there  was  such 
a  total  want  of  all  exertion  to  assist  him  in 
equipping  the  army  for  its  advance^  that  he 
wrote  to  Sir  John  Moore  to  know  if.  he  had 
the  sanction  of  the  Supreme  Junta  for  the  ad- 
mission of  British  troops  into  Spain^ 

He  wias  at  last  satisfied  as  to  this  point ;  but 
he  founds  that  whatever  was  necessary  either 
for  the  sustenance  or  movement  of  the  troops 
must  be  procured  solely  by  his  own  exertions ; 
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and;  by  paying  a  high  price  to  those  whom  he. . 
came  to  assist 

Sir  John  marched  on  rapidly,  and  reached 
Atdlaia  Nov.  5th.  Here  it  waa^discoveredy  con- 
trary to  the  information  received  at  Lisbon^ 
that  the  roads,  though  very  bad,  were  practi- 
cable for  Artillery.  But  the  ignorance  of  the 
Portuguese  respecting  their  own  country  is 
9ueh,  that  the  road  was  found  out  only  from 
stage  to  stage  by  th6  British  Officers.  This 
was  iiow  a  subject  of  serious  regret;  for  had 
the  road,  bad  as  it  was,  been  known  at  first^ 
General  Hope^s  division  could  have  marched 
with  the  rest  of  the  army.  ^ 

Dispatches  were  now  sent  to  meet  him  at 
Truxillo,  to  desire  that  he  would  not  trust  to 
report,,  but  send  fotward.  officers  to  examine 
if  there  were  a  nearer  road  practicable  for  the 
guns,  without  going  round  by  Madrid. 
.  Letteri^  wete  here  received  from  Lord  William 
Bentinck,  acquainting  Sir  John  Moore  that 
the  French  reinforcements  were  entering  Bis- 
i^ay,  and  that  Castanos  was  making  some 
movements  which  might  bring  on  an  action  ; 
and  also  iiiat  the  Central  Junta  referred  Sir 
John  to  concert  his  movements  with  General 
Castanos. 
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,  The  XSenenl^nived  at  Almeida^  Nov.  8ili  f 
it  rained  incessantly ;  the  troops  however  moved 
<>n  in  spUe  of  the  weather,  and  behaved  ex- 
tremely v^  '  hat  it  is  painful  to  be  obliged  to 
make  an  exception  dP  some  sdldiers  who  had 
eommitted  many  darittg  jcrimes«  The  Com-> 
mander  in  Chief  determined  to  put  a  stop  to 
Mch  disordens.  One  of  the  aoldiers  who  was 
detected  in  maiuuding  and  robbing,  was  tried 
by  a  G^ieral  Court  Martial,  found  guilty,  and 
sentenced  to  death.  Sir  John  Moore  then 
issued  the  followii^  order. 

*^  General,  Orders. 

^^  Noroemker  lUA,  1808. 

^'  Nothing  could  be  more  pleasing  to  the 
^^  Commander  of  the  Forces,  than  to  ehow 
"  mercy  to  a  soldier  of  good  character  under 
^^  his  command,  who  had  been  led*  inadvert-- 
^f  ^itly  to  commit  a  erime  ;  but  he  should  con- 
^^  sider  himisdf  neglectful  of  his  duty,  if,  from 
*^  ili-jud^^  lenity,  he  pardoned  deliberate  vil- 
"  lainy. 

^^  The  crime  committed  by  the  prisoner  now 
^5  under  sentence,  is  of  this  nature,  and  iJiere 
f^  is  nothing  in  his  private  character  or  conduct 
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lyfaickoould  give  ihe  least  h^sfpe  toi  ^Is  ^todud^^^ 
^.dient  iwere  he  pardoned  t  he  must  therditi^e 
^f  tidlPer  dbe  €tT9^1  pomshment  to  wliieh  he  ;Hai9H 
*^  ibeeO)  cbndemned.       ^  /  '  \  '  '•  * 

"  The  »Cotnmajidef  of  the^  Forced  tr^^hat 
^^  the  troops  he  commaDds  will  seldom  obl^ge^ 
^^  him-to  li^scHt  to  ptm^menti^  of  this  kliikl; 
^f  ankd-suoh  is  hm  opimdn  o£  Bri{ddhi  sdMverv^ 
^f  that  lie  vkr  cxmvmoed  they  mil  iiot,  if  the 
^>  OfiiceiB  do  theit  duity^-  sind  pay  ^^[i  pt^dper 
"•jatteation.  •  • 

^'  He  however  tek^s  this  opportunity  to  de-' 
^^  clare  to  the  Army,  that  he  is  detemined  #fir 
^^  shew  no  mercy  to  plunderers  and  njiarauders^ 
^'  or,  in  other  werds,  to  thieves  and  villains.  * ' 
J  ^^  The  Army  is  sent  by  England  to  aid  and 
^^  support  the  Spanish  nSatibn,  ncit  to  plunder 
^'  and  rob  its  inhabitants.  And  soldiemwho 
^^  so  ikr  foffget  what  is  due  to  their  Qwn'  Kb*- 
^^  neur/  and  <iie  honour  of  their  coutrtry,  as  to; 
^^eommit  shieb  acts,  shali  be  delivered  <)vet  to 
^'^  justice :  the  military  law  must  tsdge  its  course, 
"  and  the  punishment  it  awards  shuU  be  in- 
«flibfced," 

On  the  11th  of  .November  tbe  advanced 
guard  crossed  a  rivulet  whiqh.  divides  Spaia 
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£tt>iii  Portdgaly  «ad  marched  to  Ciudad  Bo^* 
drigo.  The  Governor  of  this  towa  met  Sir 
John  two  miles  off;  a  salute  was  fired  from 
the  ramparts^  and  he  was  oonducted  to  the 
principal  housie  bf  the  town,  and  hospitably 
fotertained. 

The  appearance  of  the  country » and  the  man- 
tiers  of  the  people^  change  moat  remarkably^ 
immediately  on  crossing  the  boundary  between 
Spain  and  Portugal ;  and  the  advantage  is  en- 
tirely in  favoujc  of  Spain.  We  were  received, 
on  approaching  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  with  shouts 
of  "  Viva  los  Iiigleses/* 

This  agreeable  reception  was  gratifying ;  and 
the  General  proceeded  next  day  to  San  Martin^ 
a  village  seven  leagues  distant^  where  he  lodged 
at  the  house  of  the  Curate^  a  sensibje^  resped> 
able  man,  who,  in  the  course  of  conversation, 
told  him^  that  on  the  same  day  the  prece£ng 
year  he  had  lodged  the  French  General  Lioison, 
on  his  march  to  Portugal ;  and  that  Junot  and 
the  other  French  Generals  had  slept  there  in 
succession. 

On  the  13th  of  November,  Sir  John  arrived 
with  his  advanced  guard  at  Salamanca,  where 
he  halted,  mtending  to  assemble  there  all  die 
troop  which  were  cdming  from  Portugal,    But 
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before  ha^  entered  the  town,  he  k&mt  the  fate 
<^  what  was  called  the  Army  of  £str€^madttra4 

This  Spanish  eorps,  consisting  of  about 
12f,000  raw  recruits,  commanded  by  a  very 
young  man,  the  Count  Belvedere,  had  advanced 
without  support  to  Burgos,  au  open  town,  in' 
the  front  of  the  French  Army.  So  extraordi- 
nary a  manoeuvre  was  follov^d  by  a  natural  re^ 
suit.  They  were  attacked  by  a^uperior  fOrce> 
and  completely  routed. 

A  few  hours  after  Sir  John  arrived  at  Sala- 
manca, he  wrote  to  Lord  William  Bentihck  at 
Madrid,  who  was  acting  «as  Ministers  from  the 
British  Court. 

Sir  John  Moore  to  Lord  PVilliam  Bentinch 
*' Salamanca^  13th  November,  U08. 
"MY  BEAR   LOKD, 

"  I  ARRIVED  here  early  in  the  after- 
*^  noon.  I  am  not  only  jaded  by  my  jduraey, 
*^- but  also  by  the  different  pepple  I  have  been 
^^  obliged  to  speak  to;  and  only  that  I  an]i 
^^  anxious  to  send  a  Courier  to  you  as  soon  as 
*^  possible,  I  should  have  delayed  writing  tq 
you  until  momiog.     I  received  upon  <^e  road 
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^^  Bill  with  the  eticloisures,  some  of  wkidi  shall 
^*  be  returned  to  you  by  the  next  courier. 

'^I  am  sorry  to  say,  from  Sir  David  Balrd 
^'  I  hear  nothing  but  complaints  of  the  Junta 
^'  or  GHiinna,  who  afford  him  no  assistance. 
*^  They  promise  every  thing,  but  give  nothic^ ; 
^  and  after,  waiting  day  after  day  for  cwts, 
^' -which  they  had  promised  to  procure  for  the 
^^  carriage  of  stores,  his  Commissary  waj  at  last 
*^  obliged  to  contract  for  them  at  an  exoibitant 
*^  price,  and  then  got  them.     This  is  really  a 
*^  %drt  of  conduct  quite  intcderaUe  to  ^oops  that 
the  Spanish  Government  have  asked  for,  and 
for  whose  advance  they  are  daily  pressing. 
On  my  arrival  here,  and  telling  Colonel 
^^  O^Lowler  that  I  wished  to  have  supplies  im- 
mediately provided  on  the  road  from  Astorga 
to  this  place,  for  the  march  of  thie  troops  from 
Corunna,   he  began  by  telling   me  that  a 
"  power  which  he  should  have  got,  and  which 
*^  it  was  promised  should  be  sent  after  him  frOAi 
^*  Madrid,  had  'not  been  sent ;    that  he  had 
^^  thus  no  alithority,    and  had  hitherto  been 
**  acting  upon  his  owii  credit.     Part  of  this  was 
*^  a  trick— ^owr  sefairevaloir;  it  tended  only, 
**,  however,  to  show  me,  that  he  was  not  th^ 
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"  liian  who  shduld  Kare  been  selected  for  u6.: 
**  but,  if  selected,  he  should  have  been  fur- 
"  nished  with  every  authority  to  make  him  use- 
ful.    I  run  over  all  this  to.  you,  though,  pw- 
haps,  it  should  properly  be  addressed  to  Mr* 
Frere  J  but  to  you  I  can  state  it  with  more 
eAse^  and  I  shall  thank  you  to  speak  to  Frere 
upon  it;    when  i  hope  he  wiU  have  some 
stBrious  communication  mth  the  Spanish  Mi- 
nisters, and  plainly  tell  them,  if  they  expect 
^^  the  advance  of  the  British  Army,  they  must 
^^  pay  somewhat  more  attention  to  its  wants. 
*'  Proper  Officers  must  be  sent  to  me^ '  vedted 
*^  with  fiili  powers  to  call  forth  the  resource!^  of 
'^  the  country  when  they  are  wanted,  and  with- 
'^  out  delay ;  the  same  as  is  done,  I  presume,^ 
^^  {6t  the  Spanish  Armies;  we  shall  pay,  but 
**  they  lire  not  to  allow  us  to  be  imposed  upon, 
/^  but  to  tell  us  what  is  paid  by  the  Spanish 
.^^  Government  in  such  cases.     We  find  no  dif- 
'^  ficulty  with  the  people  ;  they  receive  us  every 
^^  where  WelL     But  the  Authorities  are  back* 
^^  ward,  and  npt  like  those'  of  a  country  who 
>'  wish  our  assistance. 

^^  The  Officer  you  mention  to  have  been  sent 
f  ^  pj  Sir  David  Baird,  travelled  by  slow  jottr-* 
^*  neys,  as  if  in   profound   peace,  and  conse-» 
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*'  quently  arrived  too  late,  and  when  KttTe 
".  wanted.  The  head  of  Baird's  column  is  tlus 
*^  day  at  Astorga ;  but  had  they  waited  for  the 
*^  said  Officer,  it  would  have  been  still  at  Co- 
**  runna.  The  Spaniards  seem  to  think ,  that 
"  every  body  should  fly  but  themselves  *. — 
*^  The  troops  from  Lisbon  begin  to  march  in 
**  here  to-morrow,  and*  will  continue  to  arrive 
"  by  corps  daily  until  the  23d,  when  the  whole 
^^vidll  be  assembled.  I  have  directed  Baird 
^*  also  to  continue  the  march  of  his  troops  on 
*^  Benavente,  as  soon  as  supplies  jpermit  it ;  and 
^' by  the  time  the  head  reaches  Benavente,  I 
*^  shall  probably  direct  it  to  proceed  on  to  Za- 
^^  mora,  and  close  the  whole  as  near  to  me  at 
"this  place,  as  cover  will  admit ;  probably  by 
^^  the  23d  instant  the  rear  of  Baird's  will  ^be 
•^  about  Zamora,  But  it  wiU  depend  on  the  aid 
^^.  and  activity  of  the  Authorities  of  the  country; 
^*  if  they  are  slow,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  be 
"  quick.  All  this,  however,  is  upon  the  sup- 
"  position  that  the  French  do  riot  disturb,  us ; 
**  and  I  suppose  you  know  they  are  at  Burgos. 
"  At  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  I  received  a  letter  by 
express  from  El  Conde  de  Belvedere,  from 
Burgos,  dated  the  9th,  stating  that  he  ex- 

*  Vide  Appendix,  L  p.  27. 
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^^  pected  to  be  attacked  by  superior  numbers^ 
•^  and  begging  that  I  would  hasten  to  his  assist- 
^^-ance.  I  wrote  to  him  that  I  had  been  march- 
^^  ing  for  some  tin^ywith  all  the  haste  I  could  j 
^*  but,  if  he  was  to  be  attacked  so  soon,  it  was 
"  impossible  for  me  to  render  him  any  assist-* 
^*  ance  ;  and  he  should  report  his  situation  to 
Madrid.  Upon  my  arrival  here,  I  was  in- 
formed by  the  Marquis  de  Cihalbo,  that'  the 
Spanish  troops  had  been  forced  to  retire  from 
*^  Burgos,  and  the  French  were  in  possession 
of  it.  I  hope  th^  letter  I  wrote  to  General 
Castanos  will  draw  from  Him  some  explana- 
tion of  his  views,  by  which  I  may  regulate 
^^  my  motions.  But  his  movements,  and  thqse 
^'  of  the  army  under  General  Blake,  require 
^^  some  explanation  in  order  to  be  under$tood  ; 
**  for,  though  they  know  that  a  British  force 
'*  is  marching  from  different  parts,  in  order  to 
^^  unite,  they  have  marched  away  from  the 
*^  point  of  assembly,  and  have  left  us  exposed 
^^  to  be  attacked  and  interrupted  •  before  our 
"  junction ;  but  if  we  were  united,  he,  can 
f^  hardly  expect  -that,  with  my  force,  I  should 
'^  march  forward  and  place  myself  within  reach 
"  of  attack  ft-om  such  superior  numbers,  whilst 
^^  hia  and  Blake's  armies  are  removed  at  such  a 
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^^  distanoe  a0  to  be  able  to  render  me  no  ^ussli&t^ 
^^.ance  :    but  all   this  I  expect  will  bt  miida 
^^  plainy  when  I: hear  Irpta  General  Castanos, 
^'  With  respect  to  magasdnesj  it  is  impossible 
^'  for  nie  to  say  where  they  ought  to  be  nuule^ 
^^  whilst  I  am  «o  much  in  the  dapk  as  to  tiie 
f^i  movements  which  are  likely  to  dccur;  but  if 
^f  ithe  country  is  iibundant,  as  is  $aidy  we  can-i 
^^t  not  want     But  I  mU^  have  persona  of  an 
^^  authority  attach^,  to  me,  who  are  ax:quaiuted 
{^.  with  the  resources,  and  w^h>,  knowing  the 
<^  interior  government,  custom^^  and  manners 
^>f'  of  Spain  9  can  call  th^tn  fpfth  for  i^e  and  the 
^'  British  troops,  in  <iic  3anie  m£|,nner  as  they 
^^  aite  called  forth  for  those  of  Spaift.     T)l\\^  re- 
^f  gards  not  dnly  provisions,  but  carts,,  houses, 
f*  quarters,  and,  in  short,    alj    the    wants    of 
^^  troops.     With  the  aid  of  persons  of  thisde<v 
^^  scription  our  own  Commissaries  can  doj  but 
^*  without    them   wd   can  do  nothing.      The 
*^  foundation  nf  all  thi$  niiist  bie  an  order  tothe 
^^  Authorities  throughout  the  Provinces,  to  giive 
^^  every  aid  to  the  British,  as  to  the  Sp^itusK 
^^  troops.     It  is  a  matter  of  indifference  who 
^^  pays  these  Officers  ;  — it  would  be  more  con- 
^  sistent  with  the  dignity  of  Spain  that  they 
^^  paid  them  ;  though  we  shouid  reward  them 
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With  Te$pect  to  th^  ms^zines  at  l^jjifjiid^ 
^/  it  i»  very  VH^^y  to  be  a  proper  place  fox 
*^  Spfun  to  coUeot  ^  Qonsidejrable  di$p6t  of  va^ 
"  rioua  kind9«  It  is  th^jr  Capital^  and  they 
**  }$4V>w  h<?3t }  but  it  doei^  qot  strike  nae.a  place; 
^' where  the.  Bpiti^h'coiijld  be  catlcid  upQU- tQ 
^.Vw^ke  ^ny  aollectiein.  We  shaUi  estftbhsh 
l^f^all  xiDiaga^es.  for  cpQsmpption  in  the 
*^  W^ghfeowhoqd  where  w^  are  acting  T^s» 
>^grefit  re3»ye£i,  whi<^h  ^  icoiintry  m^es  few 
"  general  s^tpply^  shoyild  be  n^ade  by  Spain ; 
"  whe^  we  approaph  it,  we  ipay  dr^w^  ftQugj  it, 
*/  and  pay  for  what  ^6  get.  But  Spjain  sh9uI4 
^^  pif^ke  it,  Qud  he  at  the  exp^nce  and  trouble 
^*  of  itp  (pox^^pry^tioji :  as  I  belie v€>  we  arQ 
^*  giving  moAey  tq  Spain,  part  of  it  may  h^ 
*^  ^.ppUod  hy  ihem  in  this  m^ner  j  but  it  U 
"  th«y  tha^t  should  do  It --^  not  we.  . 

I  h«^ve  no  objection  to  you,  ojr  Mv*  Frere, 
representing  the  necessity  of  as  many  more 
^<  Bntish  troops  as  you  think  proper.  It  is 
^^  jcertain,  that  the  agents,  which  our  Govern- 
,"  n^nt  have  hitherto  employed,  have  deceived 
*^  them*  For  affairs  here  are  by  no  means  in 
^^  the  flourishing  state  they  are  represented  and 
^'  beUevod  to  be  in  England  j  and  the  soonw  , 
*^  the  tjPtttiai  is  l$;nown  in  England^  <Jie  betted 
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Bht  you  must  observe,  my  Lord,  that  what- 
ever is  critical  must  now  be  decided  by  the 
troops  which  are  here ;  the  French,  I  sus- 
**  pect,  are  ready,  and  will  not  wait.  I  differ 
"  only  with  you  in  one  point ; — ^^tvhei\yon  say, 
^  the  chief  and  great  obstacle  and  resistance 
to  the  French  will  be  afforded  by  the  BngKsh 
Army.  If  that  be  so,  Spain  -is  lost.  The 
EngU^  Army,  I  hope,  will  do  all  which 
can  be  expected  from  their  numbers:  but 
**  the  safety  of  Spain  depends  upon  the  union 
**  of  its  inhabitants,  their  enthusiasm  in  their 
**  cause,  and  in  their  firm  and  devoted  deter-^ 
^^  mination  to  die,  rather  than  submit  to  the 
*^  French  J  nothing  short  of  this  will  enable 
^*  them  to  resist  the  formidable  attadk  about 
"  to  be  made  upon  them.  If  they  will  adhere, 
*^  pur  aid  can  be  of  the  greatest  use  to  them ; 
*^  but,  if  not,  we  shall  soon  be  out-nimibered, 
^^  were  our  force  quadrupled. 

^^  I  am,  therefore,  much  more  anxious  to 
*^  see  exertion  and  energy  in  the  Government, 
'^  and  enthusiasm  in  their  Annies,  than  iq 
^^  have  my  force  augmented.  The  moment  is 
*^  a  critical  one-^my  own  situation  is  particu^ 
*  Marly  so — I  have  never  seen  it  otherwise; 
<^  but  I  have  pushed  into  Spain  at  all  hazards ; 
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<i — this  was  the  Order  of  my  Governnjent, 
^  and  it  was  the  will  of  the  people  of  England, 
^^  I  shall  endeavour  to  do  my  best,  hoping  that 
^^  all  the  bad  that  may  happen,  will  not  hap- 
^^  pen;  but  that  with  a  share  of  bad,  we  shall 
**  also  have  a  portion  of  good  fortune, 

^*  This  is  a  long  letter  for  one  /i^Hho  began 
by  saying  that  he  was  jaded ;  but  I  have 
been  gradually  drawn  on  by  the  interest  I 
*^  take  in  tKe  subject.     You  will  communicate 
to  Mr.  Frere  -such  parts  as  you  think  proper ; 
and  he  will,  I  hope,  act  upon  them.     Be  so 
good  as  to  excuse  me  to  him,  for  not  par- 
ticularly  addressing ,  himself.      Lord  Paget 
was  at  Corunna  the  7*^>  /uith  two  regi* 
^*  ments,  the  7th  and  the  lOth  Hussars;  the 
^^  oflber  three  were  following  fast. 
**  I  remain,  &c,    . 

^^  Jofinsr  Moore.'* 

Two  nights  after  writing  the  foregoing,  Sir 
John  was  awakened  by  an  express  from  Ge- 
neral Pignatelli,  the  Governor  of  the  Pro- 
vince, to  inform  him  that  the  French  army 
had  advanced,  and  taken  possession  of  the  city 
of  Valladolid,  which  is  only  twenty  leagues 
from  Salamanca* 
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It  should  not  be  fprgottc^n  Aat  the  General 
had  been  informed  officially  *,  that  his  entry 
into  Spain  would  be  qoyered  by  sixty  or  8e-» 
yenty  thousand  raen  :  and  Bnrgnfs  was  the  city 
intended  for  the  point  of  nnion  for  the  different 
divisions  of  the  British  anny.  Bujt  alrc^ady 
not  only  B^nrgo^,  bat  VaJladftUd,  w«is  in  pos- 
ftession  of  .the  Enemy;  and  he  found  binn^lf 
tidth  9fl  advanced  cwps  in^Jin  open  town,  three 
Biarehes  fironjL  the,  French  axmy,  wlthoujt  evai 
n  Spanish  piijuet  to  cover  his  frgnt* 

H^  had  at  this  time  only  tbree  brig^de^.^ 
jnfgjtttry,  without  a  gun,  at  Solso^^anca,  The 
X)^niainder  were  moving  up  in  iwcces^ion,  but 
th«  whole  could  not  arrive  in  leap  than  tea 
days. .  V 

This  situation  being  extremely  different 
from  what  he  had  been  taught  to  expect,  and 
that  upon  which  the  instructions  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  were  founded,  called  for  very 
iiifferesit  measures.  For  if  the;  French  adv9.nced 
in  forqe,  he  had  no  option,  bnjt;  to  fajl  bacjk  ob 
Cindad  Rodri^o;  the  c^ntry  round  whkh, 
being  poor,  could  not  subsist  the  tyoops  long.* 
>nd  if  he  retreated  to  Portugal^  he  hwdly 
improved  his  sftuatipn. 

^  Vide  Appendix^  B;  p.  9. 


Digitized 


by  Google 


,  Tfee  General  had  long  fQresee<)  the  possibility 
of  the  Freuch  a^dvancing,  to|>revent  tjbe  juAc*< 
tion  of  the  British  troops ;  and  was  ^uite  at  a 
loss  to  compr^end  the  motives  for  tbie  $epa<* 
ration  of  the  Spanish  anat^^j  one  of  which 
was  posted  in  Biscay^  and  the  other  in  Arra? 
gon,  while  the  country  in  front  was  left  opeUt 
as  if  to  suffer  the  French  to  advance  upqn  <^ 
British  before  they  were  united,  '      '        ;. 

It  appeared  also  very  singular,  that  the  ^d^ 
yance  of  the  French  so  far  into  the  country  had 
produced  no  sensation  axnong  the  people.  Tha 
&qt  was  estabKshed  by,  a  letter  from  Gj^»eral 
P^^natelli^  the  c^qprtain^^neraj  pf  the'province  ; 
yet  the  news  was  brought  by  na  other  channel. 
The  pec^le  were  all  tranquil,  and  employed  itt 
their  ordinary  occupations  and  amusements; 
?ind  seemed  to  know  or  care  very  lit)^  about 
public  matters.  ; 

The  General  assembled  the  Junta  :  he  com*» 
immicated  to  them  the-  captui^e  of  the  c^ity  of 
VaUadolid^  and  explained  the  reasons,  ^^that 
^*  might  render  it  necessary  for  him  to  retire  at 
f^  present  to^  Ciudad  Rodrigo  j  *that  this  tempO'? 
^*  rary  retreat  ought  not  to  diisqour^ge  them  k 
^^  bnt  that  they  should  employ  every  meana  ii| 
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^^  their  power  to  rouse  tKe  enthusiasm  of  the 
*^  people,  which  seemed  to  be  somewhat 
^^  abated/' 

He  represented,  "that  no  nation  had  obtained 
**  independence  without  making  great  sacrifices'; 
^*  and,  though  tKe  EngKsh  would  be  useful 
**  auxiliaries,  that  success  could  be  gained  only 
**  T>y  the  union  and  effort  of  the  Spaniards  them- 
^^  selves/' 

He  told  them,  "  he  must  have  the  use  of  all 
^*  the  carts  and  mules  in  the  cquntry  td  trans- 
**  port  his  magazines  to  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  should 
^^  it  become  requisite ;  and  that  the  troops,  with 
"  three  days'  provisions,  should  be  kept  in  readi* 
<*  ness.     But,"  he  added,   "  that  he  had  not 

yet  stopped  the  advance  of  the  rest  of  the 

army  from  Poii:ugal;  he  w^as  desirous  of  as- 
*'  sembling  it  there,  and  would  hot  retire  with- 
^^  out  an  absolute  necessity/* 

All  this  was  listened  to  with  calm  acquies- 
cence/ Iildeed  th^  passive  disposition  of  the 
Spaniards  was  very  remarkable  ;  for  they  heard 
of  the  generous  intentions  of  ,the  British,  and 
of  the  destructive  ravages  of  the  French,  ^vith 
almost  equal  indifference.  The  apathy  of  the 
people  proved  the  inactivity  of  their  rulers  ;  *for, 
on  such  an  occasion,  there  should  not  only  have 


Digitized 


by  Google 


45 

beeti  numerous  armies  on  foot,  bttt  every  man 
in  Spain  should  have  been  armed,  and  ready  to 
act  when  required-  Nor  did  this  appear  to  be 
impracticable.  For  the  supineness  was  not 
owing  to  disaffection  among  the  people:  the 
peasantry  dnd.  lower  orders  were  all  well  dis- 
posed;  but  in  ascending  to  the  higher  ranks,  ^ 
the  spirit  of  independence  evaporated. 

The  General  detached  some  intelligent  of- 
ficers, with  strong  patrolesi,  to  gain  intellif*^ 
gence ;  by  whom  he  soon  learftt,  that  a  thou- 
sand French  cavalry,  with  two  pieces  of  artil- 
lery, had  entered  Valladolid  on  the  13th,  and 
retired  to  Palencia  next  morning.  But  he  un- 
derstood that  no  infantry  had  advanced  beyond 
Burgos.  He  then  sent  orders  to^  Generals 
Baird  and  Hope  to  concentrate  their  divisions,, 
to  advance  with  all  speed  to  Salamanca,  but  to 
be  upon  their  guard  on  their  march. 

It  is  necessary  here  to  go  back  a  very  littlf^ 
to  mention  that  Mr.  Frere  arrived  at  Aranjuez 
at  the  beginning  of  November,  as  Minist^jp 
Plenipotentiary  of  Great  Britain.  He  of  course 
superseded  Lord  William  Bentinck  and  Mr. 
Stuart ;  who,  from  having  resided  some  time 
in  Spain,  and  from  personal^qualifications,  had 
got  acquainted  with  many  of  the  leading  men, 
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and  had  acquired  »,  clear  insight  into  the  staid 
of  affairs. 

Their  communications  with  each  other^  and 
with  Colonel  Graham^  whp  was  at  the  head^ 
qiKtrters  of  the  princnpal  Spanish  army,  €ls  well 
i3A  th^ir  eotrespondence  with  Sir  John  Moare^ 
wete  all  conducted  with  harm^y^  and  utility  to 
the  common  cause. 

This  change  in  the  administration  of  the 
civil  department  occuiTed  at  the  period  whea 
events  were  hastening  to  a  crisis. 

Mr.  Frare  unfortunately  had  acquired  hi» 
notions  of  Spanish  politics  in  London ;  and  hia 
prepossessions  were  much  too  strong  to  he  ef- 
fauced  by  tibe  observations  of  his  {n^decessors^  or 
even  to  be  altered  by  the  most  opposing  facte. 
His  peculiar  notions  were  totally  unknown  to 
Sir  John  Moore,  who,  to  inform  him  of  his 
situation,  and  to  promote  the*  public  service^ 
wrote  as  follows^  from  Alipeida. 
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M^ni  Sir  John  Modri  to  the  BigM  I&mur^ 
able  Jk  Hookham  J^^e. 

"  Almeida^  \o  Nov.  imt. ' 

^*  Aa  Mt.  Stuart  mentioned  in  a  faite 
^*  letter  which  I  h^  the  honour  to  receive  from 
^  him  thai  he  wa3  in  hourly  expectation  of  your 
**  attival  at  Madrid,  I  conclude  that  ere  this 
^^  you,  have  reached  that  capital. 

"  Idhaii  not  trouble  you  with  any  detail  of 
toy  inovements,  as  you  Will  obtain  every  ne- 
te%^rj  informaiKib  respecting  thefti  from 
**  Mr.  Stuart  and  liord  Williana  Bentinck,  with 
*^  both  of  whom  I  ha\ne  been  in  correspondence 
ever  since  I  was  appointed  to  this  coninfiand. 
The  Supreme  Junta  have  fixed  upon  Oe- 
^^  neral-Castanoi^,  as  the  person  tvith  whonk 
*'  lam  to  correspond,  and  to -combine  wha£- 
ever  operations  are  to  W  tindeWaken  by  the 
troops  under  my  command.  This  cannot  but 
^  be  considered  as  a  step  towards  appointing 
*^  him  the  Chief  Commander  of  the  Spanish 
*^  army ;  and  having  gone  so  far^  it  is  a  pity 
*^  they  did  nM  go  a  little  farther,  and  at  oftce 
*^  give  hito  the  appointment.  'Hiis  decision  of 
^^  the  Junta  was  only  communicated  to  tae  at  few 
**  days  ago,  by  Lord  William^  hi  a  letter  w^ich 
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f ^  I  received  on  my  road  to  this  place*  I  hav^ 
**  written  to  General  Castanos^  to  give  him 
<^  every  information  with  respect  to  the  British 
**  force,  the  probable  period  of  its  junction;  and 
^^  I  have  requested  to  know  from  him,  his  plans^ 
**  and  his  instructions,  with  respect  to  the  co- 
operation he  expects  from  us.  It  is  needless 
to  say  what  different  measures  I  might  have 
pursued,  had  I  been  sooner  informed  of  the 
strength  and  condition  of  the  difFerent  Spa* 
^^  nish  armies.  As  it  is,  the  principal  part  of 
^^  the  infantry  from  Portugal  is  now  passing  the 
^^  frontier ;  and  by  the  middle  of  this  month 
f^  will  be  collected  at  Salamanca  and  Ciudad 
^^  Rodrigo.  General  Hope,  with  the  artillery, 
^*  the  cavalry,  and  3000  infantry,  will  be  iq  the 
f^  neighbourhood  of  Madrid  on.  the  22d  ;  and 
**  the  head  of  Sir  David  Baird's  corps  will  reach 
y  Astorga  on  the  14th.  If  nothing  adverse 
^^  happens,  we  shall  be  united  early  in  Decern- 
^^  her, .  more  or  less  advanced,  according  to  the 
^^  situation  and  movements  of  the  armies  now 
'^  upon  the  !l^ro.  .  In  the  mean  time  I  shall 
/'  wait  at  Salamanca,  with  the  troops  as- 
^^  sembling  there,  until  Baird  and  Hope  are 
**  more  forward.  Much .  is  still  to  be  done  in 
^^  the  article  of  equipment  and  of  cojnmissariat 
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^'  arMi^ment  As  I  see^more  myself  <i»f  the 
^^  resbuirccs  of  the  eountary^  I  shall  be  able  to 
^'  decide  the  mode  to  be  followed  for  seotrtng  * 
^^  to  us  our' supplies :  for  the  present  we  must 
^^  depend  upon  the  Spanish  Goireniment^  and 
"  their  Chiief  Director,  Don  Vineenti.      ' 

^^  I  understand  fi^m  Sir  Da^id  Baird:  that 
^^  you  were  kind  enough  to  spare  him  40,000/. 
<*  from  the  monies  you  brought  with  you  from 
^'  Ei^land.  I  have  to  thank  you  for  this  sup- 
ply :  fcfr,  when  he  applied  to  me,  it  was  with 
great  difficulty  I  was  able  to  spare  him  8000/. 
Vi  ^g  are  now  in  the  greatest  distress  for 
**  money ;  and  if  a  quantity  does  not  speedily 
'*  arrive  from  England,  we  must  depend  upon 
^*  the  generosity  of  the  Spaniards  for  our  sup- 
"  plies.  I  doubt  at  present  if  there  is  where- 
*^withal,  after  the  24th  of  this  month,  to -pay 
"  the  troops  their  subsistence.  I  fear  that  in 
"  ^ngland,  until'  very  lately,-  tjiey  were  not 
"  aware  of  the  impossibility  of  procuring  money  ^ 
"  either  in  Portugal  or  Spain.  I  les^ve  this  to- 
^*  morrow,  and  shall  proceed  by  Ciudad  Rodrigo 
^*  to  Salamanca;  where  I  shall  hope  ^o  have 
"  the  honour  to  hear  from  you. 

"I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.    . 

*^  John  MooftE.*' 
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«*^I  trust  you  will  hsLte  the  goodnen  to  ex- 
>^^  ciise  whatever  is  informal  in  this  letter;  you 
*  <^  may  beliere  it  pr6ceed»  from  no  disrMpect  to 
^^  you,  but  I  have  not  been  informed,  and  am 
•^^  quite  ignorant  of  youi;  appointm^t,  whether 
^'  Ambassador  or  Minister  Plenipotentiary; 
l*.&id  thought  it  better  to  give  yoa  no  titles, 
V  iktfier  than  the  wrong  one." 

Tq  ^Uisi  IftJIeK  the  foUowiiig.  answer  was  aent. 

From  the  Right  Honourable  J.  Ja.  Frere  to 
His  Mxcellenctf  Sir  Jqhn  Moore^  K.  JB. 


Jranjuezy  Nov.  13,  180?. 


"  SIR, 


"  I  HAVE  this  evening  received  the 
^^  letter  which  you  did  me  the  honour  to  dinect 
^*  to  me  from  Almeida,  and  which  was  delivered 
**'  to  me  by  Lord  William  Beptinck.  His 
^^  messenger,  who  sets  off  with  the  account, 
^  which  I  received  only  this  morning,  of  the 
'^^  unlucky  affair  of  the  10th  near  Burgos, 
*^  enables  me  to  thank  you  fdr  the  view  which 
,  "  you  have  given  me  of  your  intended  move- 
^\  ments,  and  to  mitigate  the  bad  news,  by  the 
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^^  astnirarae^viwhtoH  l^^nl:  ii  ioafi*. venture'  to 
^(.gtvej  that^  it  'faias^^dot  bpBated:;an^  viMble 
*^Aegm%^  4>f  liaeksfnis^  .w  t^scbutagdment  ^  in 
^^  die  mk|d«;  of vtlie  k^ding/jliersoDS  ;faere.  ^  /  Th^ 
?f  p^fe^  thoaf^h  miioh  imtdtaA^  asitisiaid/ 
^^  are  still  hrth^iiy  hbfm'h^mg  A^da^^ 
^filhek  leadcts.:^  5000i  mshivmarchid  fohvard 
^^.tofday  fiom  Madrid^  laiid  tWo  ngimenfesi  £rom 
^i  ToMb.  The  fixed  spirit  of  resistance  wluch^ 
^*A  withmit^Atakuladoa  of  danger  dr  of  means^ 
^^  seefms  ta  have  rooted  itself  in  the  minds  of 
^^  the  peb{de^  appears  iftupetiov  to  any  reverses. 

^*  You  will  have  heard '<ilF  overtures  of  ne- 
*^  gotiation  :  it  seems  d<Jubtful  whether  Buona" 
^^  parte  m^tnrt  to  include  Spam  in  the  number 
^^  of  >  our  alMis  With  whom  he  proposes  to  treat ; 
*^  and  still  more,  whether  he  would  offer  terms 
*^  which  it  would  be  possible  to  accept.  I  shotild 
^*  ittcKne  tti  think,  therefore,  that  he-  had  n6 
^/' other  objeet  than  that  of  cajoling  the  Em*- 

petor  OT  HusSsia,*  and  facilitating  the'  cdn*» 

ascription;'  He  will  not  disunite  Spaih  ajid 
VEn^^tx^  ?  W' I  feel  -confident  that  MynTl 
^'  not  succeed  in  lowering  the  tone,  or  ralfitJiltig 
''  the  spirit,  of  this  country.  ^        .....    *t 

"  You  probaTbly  are  already  acquainted  with. 
"  the  appointment  of  the  Marquis  Romana  to 
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the  command  of  Castanos'  and  JKake's  army. 
His  n(»nination  is^  I  midirstand^  a  popular 
^^  one  at  Madrid ;  and  his  long  absence  has 
given  him  an  advantage  which  is  peculiar  f o 
him,  that  of  being  wholly  unmixed  in  the 
political  intrigues  of  the  day. 
.''  I  shall  be  obliged  to  Mr.  Stuaii:  Ibr  his 
'^  assistande  in  the  military  as  well  ajs  other 
^^  parts  of  my  corfespondenoe ;  a  circumstance 
^^  which  I  trust  will  not  be  unsatisfectory  to . 
.   ^^  you,  as  it  wiU,  I  am  persuaded,  be  conducive 
^^  to  the  furtKering  of  the  public  servif^. 
^^  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
^^Sir, 
"  Your  obedient  humble  servant, 

"  J.  H.  Fbbbb.*' 

The  precorfceived  notions  of  Mr,  Frere  were 
je^inced  even  in  this  first  letter;  for  he  slurs 
over  the  defeat  of  the  Estremaduran  army  by 
calling  it  *Hhe  unlucky  affair  of  the  10th  ;*' 
^.  ,  and  he  describes  most  emphaticaUy  the  deter- 
mined spirit  of  a  people  whom  he  had  just  ccsne 
among.  ^      - 

^-         ijij^^  correspondence  continues  : 
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From  SwjJohn  Moore  to  the  Right  Honourable 
J.  Hookham  Frere. 

,  ^^  Salamanca^  Nov.  1.6,  1808.  ,,. 

^'  SIB,  * 

"  I  HAD  last  night   the  honour  to 

^^  receive  your  letter  of  the  13th,  together  with 

^^  letters  of  the  14th  from  Mr.  Stuart  andX*pr4 

*'  William  Bentinck. 

'  ^^  It  does  not  appear  certain  whether  the 
*^  French  have  advanced  in  any  force  to  Valla- 
^^  dolid;  an  J  there  is  no  reason  to  think,  from 
^^  the  infcxrmation  which  reached  me  last  night, 
^^  that  they  have  passed  it. 

*^  In  the  course  of  this  day  all  this  will  be 
'^  ascertained,  from  the  reports  of  the  oflScers 
^*  and  other  persons  I  have  sent  put. 

*^  General  Pignatelli's  conduct  was  certfiinly 
^'  not  such  as  became  a  person  holding  a  si? 
^^  tuation  of  such  trust.  He  seems  to  have  run 
*'  off  upon  the  first  alarm.  It  was  right  for 
^^  him  to  retire,  and  put  his  person  in  safety, 
:f^  but  no  farther ;  there  he  should  have  stopped, 
*'  and  not  have  left  the  people  without  a  head. 
^^  It  was  hi§  duty,  I  conceive,  to  have  collected 
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^^  information,  in  order  to  communicate  it  to 

^  me,  ^xiA  to  those  who,  Bke  me,  wtere  mate-? 

"  rially  interested.     I  did  not  know,   until    J 

<'  received  Mr.  Stuart's  letter,  that  th^  defeat 

^^  of  the  Estremadura  army  had  been  so  com-^ 

"  plete. 

/^  It  was  however  nothing  9i6]?e  than  was 

to  be  expected,  when  so  small  a  co^s  was 

committed  so  near  to  the   strength  of  th§ 

Enemy. 

*^  I  have  been  unable  hitherto  to  understand 

^^  the  movements  and  positions  of  the  Spanish 

^^  armies;  but  I  have  taken  it  for  granted  that 

r,  .  ^'  they  were  formed  from  local  circumstances, 

'Z^*'-^  and  a  kno^v^ledge  of  the  country,  of  whicii  I 

\  ^*  was  ignorant.     I  should  otherwise  have  said 

^'  they  were  upon  a  scale  much  too  great  for 

*^  the  strength  of  their  armies.     I  begin  to  fear 

^*  that   this   is    the   case,    and  that,    if   their 

^^  system  be  not  changed,   we  shall  all  of  us 

^^  very  soon  be  beaten  in  detail.     To  cover  and 

^\  protect   the  British  army,   whilst  upon  its 

f^  march  from  such  distant  points  in  order  tq 

**  unite,  never  seenas  to  have,  been  In  the  con- 

**  templatipn   of    the   Spanish  generals ;    and 

H  now,    from  .the   position   the  Frepch   have 
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^*  taken^  the  accomplishment  pf  it  is  become 
'^  cxiceedingly  precai^ous  *.  My  position  her^ 
"  is  a  bad  one^  in  as  much  as  my  movements^ 
^f  in  it  are  confined,  and  leave  nothing  but  a 
^*  bantn  country  to  retire  upon.  I  should  un- 
^^  doubtedly  be  better  at  Valladolid ;  but  it  is 
^*  impossible  for  me  to  go  there,  whilst  the 
**  French  in  force  are  so  near  it,  and  the 
Spanish  armies  are  at  such  a  distance.  Until 
my  force  is  united,  I  must  be  covered  and 
^^  protected.  As  the  corps  come  to  me  from 
*^  such  opposite  directions,  Corunna  and  Ma- 
^^  drid,  I  cannot  move  towards  one,  without  in- 
^^  creasing  my  distance,  and  forsaking  the  other; 
*^  and  whilst  they  are  each  marching  towards 
^^  me,  if  I  am  forced  to  fall  back,  they  will 
^*  both  risk  to  be  destroyed.  The  difference 
^^  hitherto  between  the  position  of  the  Spanish 
^^  and  French  armies,  as  they  have  struck  me, 
*^  is  thisr-^the  French,  in  order  to  concentrate, 
*^  or  to  strengthen  either  flank,  move  upon  the 
^'  chord,  the  Spaniards  upon  the  circumference ; 
**  the  movements  of  the  one  are  short,  and  can 
*^  be  easily  concealed,  those  of  the  other  ex- 
<*  tended,    and  exposed  to  be  interrupted.     I 

*  Vide  Appeudix,  K.  p.  3Q. 
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^^  shall  wtite  to  General  Hope  to  consider  it  aa 
^^  his  -object  to  join  me  at  this  place  with  all 
^*  expedition ;  but  to  be  guided  by  the  informa-r 
*'  tion  he  receives  of  tjxe  movempnts  of  the 
**  Enemy,  and  to  use  hi®  discretion,  -  I  shfill 
^^  direct  General  Baird  to  collect  th?  whole  of 
**  his  corps  at  and  about  Astorga,  whence  his 
*^  retreat  to  Corunna  is  safe ;  but  not  to  come 
^'  towards  me,  until  I  give  him  notice;  and  in 
<f  this  I  shall  be  guided  by  what  I  perceive  of 
"  the  Enemy  on  this  side  qf  the  Ebrq,  and  from 
*'  the  information  I  expect  to  receive  from  the 
*'  Marquis  de  la  Romana,  of  his  designs,  a^4 
^*  the  direction  he  means  to  give  to  the  Spanish 
^^  armies.  I  know  not  where  to  address  the 
'  ^'  Marquis ;  I  have  therefore  written  this  mill- 
*'  taty  letter  to  you,  and  request  you  wiU  com-i 
^^  municate  its  contents  to  him. 

*5  The  contents  of  the  two  letters  I  addressed 
**  lately  to  General  Castanos,  and  which  »were 
*^  sent  under  cover  to  Lord  William  Bentinck, 
^*  wU  of  course  be  given  to  him ; — the  tone  of 
^^  conciliation  which  I  have  adopted  in  my  let- 
^J  ters  to  General  Castanos,  and  which  I  shall 
^*  continue  to  the  Marquis  Romana,  I  trtfSt  you 
^^  will  approve.  I  wish  to  impress  upon  who-? 
^^  ever  comqoiands  the  Spanish  armies,  that  I 
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^^  consider  myself  as  having  but  one  iuteresit 
^'  with  him^  and  that  he  will  find  me  as  ready 
*^  as  any  of  his  own  Generals  to  follow  and 
"support  his  plans.  The  power  and  controul 
^'  over  the  dir^tion  of  my  own  army^  which, 
/^  as  commanding  an  auxiliary  force,  I  have^ 
^^  I  shall  keep  out  of  s^ht,^  and  hope  never  to 
^^  be  obliged  to  exert.  You  already  know  how 
^^  much  we  are  distressed  for  money.  Mr. 
^^  Stuart  and  X<ord  William  both  say  that  it  h 
^^  to  be  got  by  loan,  or  for  bills,  at  Madrid. 
^^  This  differ^  from  the  information  ^ven  to 

me  by  Mr.  Kennedy ;  but  I  shall  be  happy 

to  find  that  they  are  right,  and  that  Mr. 

Kennedy  has  been  misinformed.  If  Mr. 
^'  Erskine  were  here,  J  should  send  him  to 
^*  Madrid  for  that  purpose ;  for  if  money  is  to 
^^  be  found,  such  are  our  necessities  that  we 
^' must  get  it  upon  any  terms;  but,  as  Mn 
"  Erskine  has  not  joined  me,  and  as',  in  his 
^*  absence,  I  cannot  spare  Mr.  Kennedy,  I 
^'  shall  take  it  as  a  very  particular  favour  if  you 
^^  will  be  kincl  enough  to  give  me  your  assistance 
^*  in  this  matter :  — I  have  desired  Mr.  Kennedy 
^*  to  write  to  you  upon  it. 

**  With  respect  to  our  supplies,  I  do  not 
^*  appiehend  want«     If  they  exist  in  the  coun- 
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^^  try,  and  we  have  money,  our  Oommissariat 
<*  will  procure*  them.  What  we  watit  is,  some 
^^  persons  conversant  in  the  mode,  and  famished 
^^  with  authority  to  call  forth  the  aid  of  the 
f*  Country,  and  of  the  M^strates  and  Civil 
f '  Authorities ;  if  Don  Vincenti  be  the  person 
f^  entrusted  by  the  Spanish  Government  for  the 
^  supply  of  their  arttiy,  some  person  from  him, 
^^  to  whom  he  has  delegated  his  information 
^  and  his  correspondence  with  his  agents  in  the 
^  Provinces,  is  the  person  whom  the  Spanish 
^**  Government  should  appoint  to  attend  the 
^  British  army,  and  aid  with  his  knowledge 
^^  and  with  his  authority  our  Commissariat ; — r 
**  I  should  rather  this  perspn  were  a  man  of 
^^  character,  not  looking  solely  to  making  a 
*^  property  of  us,  but  that  could  be  frue ted,  and 
^*  likely  to  be  satisfied  with  having  discharged 
^^  an  important  duty,  and  with  such  pecuniary 
•^  reward  as  would  necessarily  attend  it.  * 
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'^  Ihavebut  one  more  subject  to  touch  upon: 
^■' — ^were  the  officers  employed  with  the  dif- 
**  fereut  armies  to  correspond,  they  might  have 
"  been  ijiseful  before  either  you  or  I  were  sent 
*^  to  Spain,  and  when  it  was  necessary  for^Go-^ 
^*  vemment  at  home  to  know  what  was  passing; 
"  but  I  own  that  I  disapprove  of  any  person 
**  being  authorized  to  correspond  officially  with 

**  Government  but  you  and  mc.    *        ♦        ♦ 

^<  *  *         *         *         *         *         *         ♦ 
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*^'If  I  want  an  English  Officer  at  any  time 
^*  to  assist  my  communication  with  any  of  the 
^^  Spanish  Generals  with  whom  I  am  acting,  t 
^^  can  send  one ;  but,  in  general,  I  shall  prefer 
^'  a  dh:ect  correspondence  with  the  General 
^^  himself,  who  will,  of  course,  communicate 
^^  many  particulars  to  me,  which  it  is  unneCes- 
^*  sary  and  highly  improper  for  him  to  commu- 
'^^  nicate  to  such  Officers  as  are  in  general  sent 
^*  to  them.  My  wish  is,  to  overset  the  whole 
**  system :  to  send  them  with  their  Spanish 
}^  rank  to  England ;  and  to  send,  as  they  may 
^^  occasionally  be  wanted  either  by  yourself  or 
■^^  me^  Officers,  or  others,  who  wJU  look  to  no 
"  rank  pr  emolument  but  from  their  own  coun- 
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^^  try,  In  whose  duty  alone  they  should  consider 
**  themselves  employed^  and  who,  when  no 
*'  longer  wanted,  return  to  tbeir  former  occu-* 
^^  pations.  ^  , 

^^  I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  &c. 

^*  John  Moork/' 
■ 

Some  of  the  predictions  contained  in  the  above 
letter  were  but  too  soon  verified ;  for  next  day 
a  letter  was  received  from  Mr.  Stuart  at  Madrid, 
of  which  the  following  is  an  extract : 

*<  Madrid,  nth  Jfovemtier,  1808. 
"  The  defeat  experienced  by  Blake 
*^  on  the  11th  of  this  month,  the  occupation  of 
*^  YaUadolid  by  the  French,  and  the  distance 
*^  between  the  different  divisions  pf .  your  armj^ 
«  give  room  for  the  most  melancholy.refiecti0ns. 
*'  The  Orders  which  have  been  transmitted  by 
/*  the  Junta,  in  consequence  of  this  state  of 
*^  things,  will,  I  fear,  be  very  inadequate  to 
"  meet  the  evil. 

"  The  advance  of  a  few  regiments  in  Anda* 
^'  lusia,  the  concentration  of  the  runaways  from 
"  Burgos,  &c.  at  Segovia,  and  the  attempt  to 
'^  render  the  passes  of  the  Somasiera  and  the 
<^  Guardarama  defensible,  will  not  save  Madrid 
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or.Spain.  And  uides3  Blake  effects  his  union 
with  you^  and  Castanos  brings  together  the 
whole  of 'Arragon,  Catalonio,^  Reding's  divi- 
^'  sion,  &c.  so  as  to  form  a  £broe  superior  to 
^^  opponents^  who  are  increasing  daily ^  I  can^ 
^^  not  flatter  myself  with  any  serious  hope  of  a 
^^  good  result'\ 

,  Other  accounts  were  received  of  the  defeat  of 
General  Blake's  army,  which  softened  the  mis- 
fortune. But  letters  were  received  from  Colob* 
nel  Graham>  who  was  stationed,  with  the  Cen,* 
tral  Army^  and  who  gave  a  sad  detail  of  cabals 
and  divisions  between  the  Generals,  with  the 
ii^udicious  interferences  of  the  Junta. 

But  neither  reason,  nor  the  expemence  of  all 
ages^  nor  their  own  misfortunes,  could  prevail 
upon  the  Junta  to  appoint. a  Commander  in 
Chi^f.  Sir  John  Moore's  ideas  are  best  ex- 
plained by  himself.  i  ^ 

Sir  John  Moore  to  Mr.  Frere. 

^^  Salamanca^   \9th  Novemb&y'  ISOS. 

^^  A  Courier  from  Madrid  brought 
^^  me  this  morning  letters  from  Mr.  Stuart  and 
^'  Lord  WiUiani  Bentinck  of  the  17th :   the 
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former  inclosed  an  order  from  the  Supreme 
Junta  of  Ciudad  Rodrig6,  to  place  30,000 
^^  dollars  at  my  disposition^  to  be  repaid  here'' 
^f  after.     The  Junta  of  this  town  are  epdea- 
V  vouring  to  get  money  foF  us*     Nothif^  can 
/^^  exceed  the  attention  of  the  Marquis  (ISnalbo, 
*^  the  President ;  the  Clergy,  wifli  Dr.  Curtis 
"  at  their  head,  exert  themselves.;  and  even  a 
*'  Convent  of  Nuns  have  promised  five  thousand 
**  pfottnds  ;  —  all  this  shews  great  *  good  will. 
*^  The  funds,  however,  whifeh  it  can  raise,  are 
small  and  very  inadeqiiafe  to  out  wants,     I 
trust  that  yott  will  be  able  to  supply  us  more 
"  aihply  from  Madrid,  utitil  those  from  !fing- 
"  land  arrive.     A  Klng^s  messenget*  brought 
*'  me,  on  the  night  of  the  17th,  a  Letter  flrom 
"Lord  Castlereagh  of  the  2nd,  in  -which' he 
**  infox^ms  me,  that  two  millions  of  dollar^  are 
"upon    their   passage   to  Coranna  :    btif  his 
^*  Lordship  adds,  that  the  difficulty  of  procuiing 
^*  silver  is  such,  in  England,  that  I  must  not 
^^  look  for  a  further  supply  for  some  months  ; 
^*  and  he  impresses  the  necessity  of  taking  every 
"  means  of  obtaining  money  upon  the  spot. 
'**  Hie  expected  arrival  of  the  above  sum  from 
'*^  England  must  not,    therefore,    lessen  yottr 
•^^  Endeavours  to  get  wliat  you  can  for  4i»  kt 
^'  Madrid. 


Digitized 


by  Google 


63 

*^  The  French,  who  entered  Valladolid  upon 
*'  the  aftehioon  of  the  15th,  left  it  the  fol- 
*'  lowing  morning ;  they  were  a  thouMirid 
'*^  cavalry  and  two  pieces  of  cannon  ;  '  tiiey 
^  returned  to  Placentia,  and  have  not  since 
^*  advanced  from  it.  I  have  written  to  Sir 
*•  David  Baird  to  advance  a  part  of  his  corps 
*^  to  Benavente,  and  to  close  up  the  rest  to 
**  Astofga ;  when  this  is  done,  he  will  forward 
*^  that  from  Zamora,  and  follow  with  the 
.'^rest'y  hut  as  the  pi*opriety  of  these  move- 
^^  ments  depends  upon  those  of  the  Enemy, 
^  the  execution  of  them  is  left  entirely  to  Sir 
*^  David^s  discretion,  who  must  be  guided  by 
•**  the  information  he  receives  ;  —  his  rear  will 
**  not  reach  Astorga  before  the  4th  of  De- 
*^  cethber. 

^*  I  heard  of  General  Blake's  defeat  and 
*^  retreat  to  Reynosa ;  but  I  knew  no  parti- 
^*  culars,  until  I  received  this  morning  Mn 
^*  Stuatl's  letter.  General  Leith,  who  is 
"  employed  with  that  army  to  correspond, 
-'^  has  never  written  a  line  tb  me  since  I  was 
":in  command.  I  want  General  Officers  ; — 
^*  I  have^  therefore,  written  to  him  to  leave 
^*  any  of  the  Officers  with  him,  to  carry  on 
***  the  correspondence,  and  to  join  Sir  David 
<<  Baird  at  Astorga.  ^ 
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<<  The  scenes  which  Colonel  Orahsim  de- 
^^  scribes^  in  his  letters,  as  passing  at  ^e 
^^  Head  Quarters  of  the  Central  Army^  are  ^ 
^^  deplorable.  The  imbecility  of  the  Spanish 
^^  Government  exeeeils  belief.  The  good->w^ 
^^  of  the  inhabitants, » whatever  it  may  be,  is 
^^  of  little  use  whilst  there  exists  no  ability  i» 
"  bring  it  into  action. 

^^  I  am  in  commimication  with  no  one 
^^  Spanish  army ;  nor  am  I  acquadnted  with 
^^  the  intentions  of  the  Spalnish  GovemmeDt^ 
*'  or  of  any  of  its  Generals*  Castanos,  with 
>*  whom  I  was  put  in  correspondence,  is  de- 
^^  prived  of  his  command  at  the  moment  I 
^^  might  have  expected  to  hear  from  him ;  and 
^^  La  Romana,  with  whom  I  suppose  I  am  now 
'*  to  correspond  (for  it  has  not  been  crf- 
^^  ficiaUy  communicated  to  me)  is  absent  — 
/^Gbd  knows  where.  In- the  mean  time  the 
"  French  are  within  four  marches  of  me, 
"  whilst  my  army  is  only  assembling  :  in  what 
*^  numbers  they  are,  I  cannot  learn.  No 
"  channels  of  intelligence  have  t>een  opened 
^^  to  me ;  and  I  have  not  been  long  enough 
"  in  the  country  to  procure  them  myself.     I 

state  these   particulars  to   you.      I  wish  it 
^  were  in  my  power  to  go  myself  to  Amnjuez, 

or  Madrid,  to  represent  them ;  for  re^ly  if 
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^'  things  are  to  continue  in  this  state^  the  ruin 
'^  of  the  Spanish  cause^  and  the  defeat  of  their 
^<  armies,^ is  inevitahle ;  and  it  will  become  my 
*^  duty  to  consider  alone  the  safety  of  the 
"  British  army,  and  to  take  steps  to  withdraw* 
"  it  from  a  situation^  where,  without  the  pos- 
/'  sibility  of  doing  good,  it  is  exposed  to 
*^  certain  defeat. 

*^  I  shaU  detain  the  Kill's  messenger  until 
^^  I  hear  from  you,  lest  you  should  wish  to 
<^  send  by  him  any  dispatches  to  England.  I 
^'  s]^^  beg  of  Lord  William  Bentinck  to  join 
^^  the  army,  where,  I  think,  his  servi^  /wiU 
'*  now  be  most  useful. 

**  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

"  John  Moore.*' 
.    i 

In  this  letter  Sir  John  Moore  complains  of 
not  having  heard  from  General  Leith  ;  which 
was  owing  probably  to  the  dilatoriness  of.  the 
messenger,  who  at  last  reached  Salamanca  with 
the  following  tidings. 
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From  General  Leith  to  Sir  John  Moorv. 

"  Renedo  Valley  of  Caquertnga^  Province 
of  Las  Montams  deSantander,  ISitk  Nov.  1808. 

<*  SIR, 

"  I  REGRET  to  inform  you  that 
*^  the  army  of  General  Blake^  m  which  was 
"  lately  incorporated  the  infantry  of  the  Mar- 
^^  quis  de  la  Romana's  division,  has  been 
^^  de&ated  in  several  attacks  since  the  5th 
^Mnstant,  and  is  entirely  dispersed;  I  have 
^*  not  time  to  enter  into  detail  of  this  imfof- 
^^  tupate  reverse,  carrying  with  it  such  serious 
^^  consequences,  (or  fear  of  delaying  the  inti- 
^'  mation  of  that  which  is  so  essential  to  make 
^^  known  in  geaejral  terms  to.  th£  Commander 
^^  of  the  British  drmy  advancing  from  Portugal 
"  to  Galicia.  The  .Estremaduran  army  has 
"  ako  experienced  a  reverse  at  Burgos.  In 
"  short,  the  British  army  has  nothing  to 
'^  depend  upon  in  Las  Montanbs  de  Santander. 
^^  In  Astiirias  there  are  but  a  few  battalions, 
^^  totally  undisciplined ;  aqid  by  the  ladt  ac- 
*^  counts,  the  French  occupy  from  Reynosa 
*'  to  Burgos.  Except  what  remains  of  the 
^'  Estremaduran  army,    (of   the    position    of 
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*^  which  I  sm  ignorant)  and  the  British  ftrifty^ 
^^  there  i»  nothing  to  prevent  the  Enemy  from 
^*  advancing  towatdd  Leon  and  VdlL^Qlid  that 
^^  I  know  of.  I  very  much  suspect  thfit  he 
*^  win  avail'  himself  of  this  ^moveiii^nt^  ter 
^^attack  in  detail  the  army  of  Palafox  and 
Castaiiosy  united  nmmnally ;  and  all  df 
whi^h  are  placed  undw  the  cprnmaad  of  the' 
Marquis  de  la  Bibmaria.  The  army  has 
*^  sufiered  principally  from  famine;  and  I  do 
^^  not  think  that  it  is  possihk  to  re-imiis^^hps^' 
^  who  are  flying  in  all  directions,  nearer  thaii 
<^  Astorga  and  Oviedo*  It  does  not  afipear 
"that  there  has  been  any  want  of  spirit  in 
^^  the  men  ;  and  in  many  instances^  specially 
<^  of  the  divisions  of  the  Nortib,  distingniahed 
**  conduct  Some  of  the  new  OfficeiB  hai^e 
"  not  behaved  so  well.  Captain  Pasley^  Royal 
^'  Engineers,  who  was  sent  to  Head  Quarterly 
'^^  to  obt^iin  information,  and  to  eommuniQate 
*^  with  the  British  army,  I  hope  may  hate 
^*  giv0n  early  intelligence  of  the  state  of 
^^  things*  Captain  Lefebren,  R.  £.  is  the 
^^  beanr  of  this  letter,  and  will  be  able  to  give 
f^  fiii^h  information  as  may  be  required.  I 
^^  regret  to  state  that  Captain  Birph,  B^E; 
^^  was  wounded,  but  1  hope  he  is  4oing  well : 
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^^  I  caused  him  to  be  embarked  on  board  the 
"  Cossack  frigate  at  Santander  fn»m  whence 
*^  I  saw  seventeen    sail   of   transports,    with 
<*  warlike  stores  and  provisions,   when  there 
**^  appeared  no  chance   of  this    Province  re- 
^f  maining  covered  from  the  Enemy,  who,  no 
^*  doubt,  will  occupy  a  point  so  useful  to  the 
^^  Spaniards,    and  eventually  to   the   British. 
'*  Santander  was  in  the  power  of  the  Enemy, 
"  after  possessing  the  roads  of  Escudo   and 
^^Jlcynosa,      The  accounts   of   their  having 
"  entered  that  town    are    not    yet    received, 
^*  however.     The  diflFercnt  attacks  have  been 
"  at  Zorosa  (between  Durango  and  Bilboa), 
^*  Valmaseda,  Arantia ;  and  the  total  deroute, 
<^  after  a  defeat  at  Espinosa  de  las  Montaii^* 
^*  About  700(J  re-assembled  at  Reyndsa  on  the 
^^  13th  instant,  but  without  any  order ;  from 
^^  thence  they  retreated  after  dark,  and  have 
**  arrived  in  this  valley,  as  a  half-starved  and 
**  straggling'  mob,    without  officers,    and   all 
^^  mixed  in  utter  confusion.     Never  has  there 
•**  been  -so    injudicious  and  ruinous  a  system 
/^  begun  and  persisted  in,  as  that-  which  has 
*^  led  to  the  serious  disasters  of  the  present 
"  moment     The  Marquis  de  la  Romana,  who 
^*  is  here,  is  quite  of  that  <^inion ;  and  if  the 
^^  army  on  the  other  side,  and  near  the  Ebfo, 
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^\  kas  not,  or  shall  not  have  suffered  before 
^^  he  can  take'  this  direction,  I  hope  afiairs 
may  resume  a  more  favourable  aspect.  I 
had  prepared  copies  of  reports  on  the  diffe- 
rent affairs,  addressed  by  different  Officers 
^*  to  Lord  Castlereogh :  but,  unfortunately, 
*^  UB  my  papers  are  on  board  the  Cossack  man 
"  of  war,  Mr,  Amiotte,  the  Deputy  Com- 
*^  missary  General,  has  been  in  such:  bad 
^^  health  «ince  his  "arrival,  that  it  was  difficult 
^^  enough  to  get  the  stores,  &c.  embarked.  I 
*^  apprehend,  the  convoy,  chiefly  consisting  of 
"  warlike  stores  for  the  Marquis  of  Romana^s 
*^  division,  and  arms  and  provisions,  under;  my 
^f  orders,  for  the  aid  of  the  armies  of  Spiiin^ 
^^  has  gone  to  Corunna ;  as  they  could  not  at 
'^  this  season  keep  the  sea,  and  there  is  no 
**  good  port  nearer  than  the  la&t«mentioned5 
**  from  whence  the  roads  towards  Leon,  are 
^^  not  so  good.  I  should  hope  sooa  to  get 
*^  near  the  British  army.  Under  the  present 
<<  circumstances,  I  feel  an  awkwardness  at 
^f  leaving  the  Marquis  de  la  Roinana,  with 
*^  whom  I  bave  received  particular  instructions 
^^  t4>  communicate  on  any  point  still  unsettled. 
♦^  I  hope,  however,  he  will  soon  be  abl^  to 
*^  disengage  himself  from  thb  p*rt  pf  th^  wtpy 
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".  (if  erudh  it  can  be  called)  ;  and  he  may  pro^ 
^^  Imbly  be  obliged  to  go  near  the  British 
^*  army  before  he  can  communicate  with  the 
**  rest  of  his  o^yn  troops. 

^^  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

f^  James  Leith, 
M.  General, 

^^  I  inclose  a  rough  idea  of  the  situation  of 
this  valley,  relatively  to  the  great  route 
from  Reynosa  to  Santander/^ 


Nothing  certainly  could  be  worse  judged, 
ihfen  the  orders  sent  by  the  Junta  to  General 
Blake  to  fight  the  French  army  alone  ;  instead 
of  directing  him  to  fall  back,  and  unite  with 
General  Baird  at  Astorgaj  for  this  Spanish 
aitny  was  in  no  condition  to  contend  Mdth  regu- 
lar troops.  There  were,  it  is  true,  between 
-  eight  and  nine  thousand  regular  soldiers,  'sviio 
had  escaped  from  Denmark  with  the  Marquis 
of!  Romana,  and  who  fought  well ;  but  they 
were  overpowered  by  superior  numbers.  The 
rest  of  this  army  consisted  of  unfortunate  pea- 
sants, who  had  suffered  with  constancy  fior  four 
tnonths  privatioqts  which  woi:^  have  annihflated 
a  British  army* 
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They  ha4  endured  excessive  fiitigue^  weto^ 
without  shoes^  ajmost  without  clothes,  exposed 
to  the  cold  on  snowy  mountains,  obliged  fre- 
quently to  depend  for  subsistence  on  such  ani- 
mals as  they  caught  by  accident;  on  meat  with- 
out salt — a  food  totally  repugnant  to  the  habits 
of  Spaniards.  They  passed  many  days  without 
bread.  Their  condition  was  so  wretched,  that 
it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  they  were  easily 
dispersed,  and  had  no  inclination  to  rally. 

Some  of  the  fugitives  even  passed  Sala- 
manca. 

The  Marquis  Romana  did  not  consider  it  pru- 
dejit  to  remain  at  Reynosa ;  he  retired  to  Leon, 
tq  re-assemble  as  many  as  he  could  collect. 

It  was  now  in  the  choice  of  Buonaparte  either 
to  turn  his  arms  against  Castanos,  who  was 
ported  in  Arragon,  or  to  march  against  the 
British,  prevent  their  junction,  and  compel 
them  to  retire  to  Portugal  and  to  their  ships. 

Sir  John  Moore  could  do  nothing  to  hinder 
this  ;  for,  being  placed  nearly  in  the  centre  be- 
tween two  divisions  of  his  army  which  were 
approaching  from  different  points,  he  was  con- 
•  strained  to  wait  at  Salamanca,  in  expectation 
that  they  should  be  permitted  to  join  him.  The 
foljQwing  extifict  of  ^.  letter  to  oi^  of  hi?  brq-r 
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theiis  marks  his  view  of  the  state  oi  affairs.     It 
is  dated  Salamanca^'  November  26,  1806L    ^ 

'^  Upon  entering  Spain  I  have  found 
/^  affairs  in  a  very  different  state  from  what  I  ex- 
^^  pectedy  or  from  what  they  are  thought  to  be 
/^  in  England  f. 

^*  I  am  in  a  scrape  from  which  God  knows 
♦^  how  I  am  to  extricate  myself.  But,  instead 
"  of  Salamanca,  this  army  should  have  beea 
^^  assembled  at  Seville.  The  poor  Spaniards 
*^  deserve  a  better  fate,  for  they  seem  a  fine 
"  people  ;  but  have  fallen  into  hands  who  have 
^^  lost  thepa  by  their  apathy  and  ******. 

^^  The  Junta,  jealous  of  their  Generals,  gave 
^^  them  no  power ;  but  kept  them  at  the  head  of 
^^-sepaiate  armies,  each  independent  of  t^ue 
^^  other.  Thus  they  have  prevented  aaiyuuiop 
^^  of  action* 

"They  took  no  pains  to  recruit  the  armies, 
^^  or  to  furnish  them  with  arms  and  clothing. 
^^  In  short,  during  the  interval  that  th,e  Frendh 
"  were  weak,  they  did  nothing  either  to  over- 
"  power  them  before  their  reinforcements 
'^  arrived,  or  to  meet  them  with  superior  num- 
*^  bers  when  reinforced. 


t  Vide  Appendix,  K.  p.  30. 
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*^  When  I  marcihed  into  this  country,  in  three 
*^  divisions,  from  Corunna,  Lisbon,  and  round 
by  Madrid,  instead  6f  finding  any  army  to "- 
cover  the  junction  of  the  three  corps,  until 
our  supplies  and  stores  came  up,  which  were 
necessary  to  enable  us  to  act ;  I  found  that 
the  Spanish  armies  were  placed  on  each  flank 
^^  of  the  French ;  one  in  Biscay,  arid  the  other 
^^  on  the  river  Arragon ;  at  such  a  distance  as  to 
^^  be  able  to  give  no  sort  of  sfupport  to  each 
**  other,  or  to  combine  their  movements  ;  arid 
*^  Ipaving  it  also  in  the  power  of.  the  l^rench  to 
^*  attack  either  army  with  their  whole  f^i-ce/  as 
^'  soon  as  they  were  ready. 

^*  They  accordingly  attacked  Blake,  aind  have 
^^  completely  dispersed  his  army.  Officers  and 
"  men  are  flying  in  every  direction.  Many  of 
*'  them  have  passed  this. 

"  They  also  got  a  corps,  called  the  Estrelna- 
*^  dura  ahny,  beat  at  Burgos  ;  where  they  sent 
^^  it,  without  any  motive,  close  to  the  strength 
^*  of  the  French. 

^*  I  was  desired  to  correspond  with  Castanos, 
^^  and  combine  my  movements  with  him  ;  but, 
♦^  as  I  began  my  correspondence,  he  was  sus- 
^^  pended,  and  the  Marquis  of  Romana  named 
^^  to  the  chief  command  y  but  who,  when  I  last 
^/  heaxd,  was  at  Santandero. 
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^^  I  am  in  no  corresppndence  w;ith  any  of  their 
^^  generals  or  armies.  I  know  not  their  plans, 
*^  or  those  of  the  Sp^ish  goy^mment.  No 
^*  channels  of  information  havpbeenfopened  to 
^^me;  and,  ^  yet  a  stranger,  I  have.beea 
^*  able  to  establish  no  certain  ones  for  myself. 

f^The  Enemy  are  at  ValladoH4ji,.  in  what 
*^  force  I  c^not  make  out;  and  I  have  my 
^^junction  to  make  with  Baird^^.  wl^osp  whole 
*^  force.  wiU  no^  be  at  Astorga  until  tlie  5th  of 
^^  December,  and  with  Hope,  whp  .will  l>e  at 
^  Arevdb  about  the  same  time^ 

^^  Castanos  and  Palafpx  have  about  40,000 
^^  men,  mostly  undisciplined  pea?aiits,  upon 
*^  tibe  Ebro  and  Arragpn.  And  this  is  all  the 
<*  Spania^  have  to  oppose  100,000  French 
^^  troops.  The  provinces  are  not  armed  j  and, 
f^  as  to  enthusiasm,  I  have  seen  no  marks  of  it 
^^  That  the  Spaniards  must  be  driven  from 
"  Madrid  Is  inevitable  ;  they  have  no  force  to 
*^  resist.  When  they  will  bring  up,  or  if  they 
^  will  bring  up  at  all,  I  cannot  guess.  In  this 
province,  s^ncj  throughout  Qld  Castile,  there 
is  no  mark  of  any  intention  to  make  any  eflFwt, 
The  French  cavalry  are  ovorrunni^jg  the 
plains,  raising  contributions,  to  which  th^ 
*^  People  submit  without  re&ista.nce. 
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^^  There  may  be;  more  <^aracter  in  other 
f^  pcMTta.  ^I^nthufiiasm^  and  an  obstinate  deter^ 
*^  Bbgbation  not  to  fi^ufamit  to  tbe  French  yok/e^ 
^^may  do  much.  But  efven  in  this  case  the 
^^  Government  has  been  improvideot :  arms^ 
^^  ammunition,  and  other  means,  are  wantii^^ 
*^  The  probability  tli^refpre  is  that  the  French 
will  succeed  ;  and  if  they  do,  it  will  be  firom 
no  talent  having  sprung  up,  after  the  first 
effort,  to  take  advantage  of  the  impulae^  and 
^^  of  the  enthusiasm  v^hich  then  e;!d3ted. 

^  ^^  I  understand  all  is  fear  and  confusion  at 
^  Madrid. 

^^  Tell  James  it  is  difikult  to  judge  at  a  dis- 
^*  tance.  The  Spaniards  have  not  shown  them-; 
^^  selves  a  v^ise  or  a  provident  people*  Their 
^-^  wisdom  is  not  a  wisdom  of  action  ;  but  %til\ 
^^  they  are  a  fine  people ;  a  character  of  their 
^^  own,  quite  distinct  from  other  nations  ;  and 
^^much  might  have  been  done  with  them. 
^*  Perhaps  they  may  rouse  again.  Pray  for  me 
^^  that  I  may  make  right  decisions :  if  I  make  bad 
f^  ones,  it  will  not  be  for  want  of  consideration. 
^^  I  sleep  Httle ;  it  is  now  only  five  in  ihe 
*^  mcmiing,  and  I  have  concluded,  since  I  got 
(^  up,  tins  long  letter. 

**  Your  affectionate  brother, 

"  JohnMoojie/' 


Digitized 


by  Google 


76 

One  of  the  qualities  of  the  mind  with  which 
Sir 'John  Moore  was  gifted  in  a  most  extraordi- 
nary degree,  was  that  of  prescience.  The  let- 
ters he  wrote  during  the  campaign  to  two  mili- 
tary friiends,  as  well,  as  those  to  his  own  family, 
prove  that  he  foresaw  very  early  every  event 
which  afterwards  took  place.  No  movement 
was  made  by  Buonaparte,  however  artftdly  con- 
cealed, that  was  uniexpected  by  him.  There- 
fore, though  the  intelligence  he  received  wasf 
always  •  defective,  and  generally  false,  he  was 
often  able  to  supply  the  deficiency  by  a  most 
extraordinary  sagacity. 

A  circumstance  occurred  at  this  time,  to  the 
honour  of  the  Spaniards,  which  is  thus  related 
in  his  Journal ; 

'^  "  Lord  Proby  was  at  Tordesillas  reconnoi-* 
^  tring,  when  a  patrole  of  French  cavalry  came 
^  into   the   town.      They    stayed   some  time. 

*  Every  man  in  the  town  knew  that  Proby  was 
^  there,  for  he  had  been  two  days  among  them; 

*  yet  not  a  man  betrayed  him.  And  when  the 
'  cavalry  left  the  place,  and  his  Lordship  came 
'  into  the  street,  they  all  testified  their  satis- 

*  faction,  and  declared  that,  though  they  had 
^  Xio  arms,  they  would  have  died  rather  than 

*  have  allowed  him  to  be  taken," 
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Sir  David  Baird  in  his  march  from  Coranna 
had  to  struggle  with  difficulties  of  a  kind  totally 
new  to  him. 

This  General  had  distinguished  himself  in 
many  campaigns  in  India,  where  the  British 
army  are  usually  accompanied  with  so  numerous 
a  train  of  slaves,  servants,  and  sutlers,  horses, 
huUocks,  and  elephants,  that  the^  troops  are 
not  only  abundantly  supplied  with  necessaries, 
but  even  furnished  with  many  luxuries. 

But  here  Sir  David  had  to  encounter  a  thou- 
sand deficiencies  ;  he  met  with  a  variety  of  ob- 
stacles to  his  progress,  and  received  little  aid 
from  the  Spaniards  to  overcome  them.  In  order 
to  procure  sufficient  supplies  for  the  troops,  and 
to  be  able  to  carry  forward  the  baggage,  he  was 
obliged  to  divide  his  small  corps  into  smaller 
detachments  ;  each  following  the  other  at  con- 
siderable distances.  He  arrived  at  Astorga 
November  19  with  a  part  of  his  infantry  ;  but 
the  following  extract  of  a  letter,  which  he  wrote 
from  that  place,  will  explain  his  situation. 
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Sir  David  JBaird  to  Sir  John  Moore. 

"  November  2Zd. 
"  MY  i)EAB  SIR  JOHN, 

"  The  more  I  consider  our  sitiia- 
"  tion,  the  more  I  am  cqnvinced  of  the  danger^ 
*^  that  would  attend  my  making,  at  the  present 
^*  moment,  any  movement  in  advance,  or  at- 
"  tempt  to  join  you,  until  my  force,  is  more  col- 
"  lected.  We  have  no  kind  of  support  ta^ex- 
"  pect  from  the  Spaniards,  who  are  completely 
^*  dispersed  and  driven  from  the  field.  Ajaid  if 
^^  I  wwe  to  move  forward  the  infantry  I  have  at 
^'  present  here,  I  should  necessarily  expose  my- 
"  self  to  be  beaten  in  detail,  without  a  chance 
*^  of  being  able  to  oppose  any  effectual  re- 
"  sistance. 

"  The  Enemy  are  certainly  at  Majorga,  and 
"  their  parties  have  pushed  forward  almost  close 
"  to  Benavente.  From  my  present  want  of 
*'  cavalry  I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  how* 
*^  forward  their  infantry  may  be.  But  as  they 
*^  have  had  the  army  which  defeated  Blake  nn- 
^^  occupied  since  the  13th,  .  ^nd  that  which 
^*  routed  the  Estremadurans  since  the  10th,  I 
"  cannot  believe  that  they  are  very  remote. 
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*^  On  my  left  they  have  pushed  forward  ani 
^'  far  as  St.  Vincento  de  la  Burena  and  Colom^ 
*^  has,  both  of  which  places  were  attacked  on 
^^  the  19th  instant.  Of  their  being  carried 
*^  there  can  be  little  doubt ;  as  there  does  not 
"  appear*  to  be  any  force  in  the  Asturias  suf- 
*^  ficicnt  to  resist  them*  And  should  they  ha^ 
*^  been  successful^  my  communication  with  my 
"  rear  may  be  endangered,  by  their  advance  oft.. 
"  the  road  through  Monderedo  or  Lugo.  "  r' 

*^  Under  these  circumstances  I  have  felt  it 
^^  my  duty  to  consult  with  the  General  Officers 
^^  here,  as  to  the^  measures  it  would  be  propet 
^^  to  ledopt ;  and  their  sentiments  are  perfefctly 
*^  in  unison  with  my  own ;  that,  unless  yoii 
^^  should  judge  it  absolutely  requisite,  it  would 
^^  not  be  advisable  to  attempt  to  advance,  with- 
"  out  I  should  be  able  to  assemble  my  whole  force 
^'  at  this  place,  previous  to  beginning  to  move. 
^*  Should  however  the  Enemy  advance  in  force 
*^  before  that  time,  which  will  not  be  ipreviout^ 
f  ^  to  December  4,  frpqi  the  general  tenons  of 
*^your  ktters  to  me,   and   particulariy   fporti 

the   intention   you  express  in  that  of  thfe^ 

15th  of  falling  back  on  Ciiiddd  Rodrigo^; 
•/  if  the  Enemy  approach  nearer  timii  Valla^ 
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«  dolidi  I  shall  instantly  dommence  my  re- 
**  treat,  taking  care  if  possible  to  move  by  the 
"  time  they  are  within  three  days*  march  of 
f^  me,  to  prevent  the  confusion  and  loss  neces- 
^*  sarily  attendant  on'  a  close  pursuit. 

"  I  had  written  thus  far  when  I  had  the  sa- 
"  tisfaction  to  receive  your  two  lettei-s  of  the 
"  19th  instant ;  and  it  is  particularly  gratify- 
^*  ing  to  me  to  have  your  sanction  to. the  mea- 
"  sures  I  proposed  to  adopt.  It  is  very  extra* 
^^  ordinary  that  I  have  been  unable  to  obtain 
"  any  sort  of  information  respecting  the  po- 
"  sition  of  the  Enemy's  infantry,  although 
"  I  have  used  every  endeavour  to  get  intdli- 
/^  gence, 

"  I  enclose  a  copy  of  some  intelligence  com-* 
>'  municated  by  a  person  who  was-  seat  from . 
*^  Leon  to  obtain  information  respecting  the 
^*  movements  of  the  French,  and  of  a  Letter 
"  written  by  Colonel  Graham  from  the  head- 
/^  quarters  of  Castanos'  iarmy. 

*^  From  the  latter  it  is  clearly  apparent  how* 
«<  very  much  exaggerated  the  accounts  gene- 
^^  ndly  circulated  of  the  strength  of  the  Spa- 
,V  nish  armies  have  been.  In  all  probability 
^*  Castanos  and  Palafox  may  by  this  time  have 
^^  met  with  the  same  reverse  as  Blake ;    in 


Digitized 


by  Google 


81 

''which  case  the  Spaniards  could  ha^ire  no  fpit^ 
''  deserving  the  denomination  of  an  army  in 
''  the  field. 

'*  As  it  could  never  be  intended  by  the  Bri* 
''  tbn  Government  that  our  army  should  en- 
**  gUge  in  the  jdefence  of  this  Country  unaided 
"  and  unsupported  by  any  Spanish  force;  I 
''  confess,  «my  dear  Sir  John,  I  begin  to  be  at 
^'  a  loss  to  discover  an  object  at  this  moment 
''in  Spain:  it  being  very  evident  that  the 
^'  Spaniards  are  not  at  this  moment  in  a  situa- 
^'  tion  to  be  capable  of  assembling  a  force  com^ 
"  petent^  to  otfer  any  serious  resistance  to  the 
^'  progress  of  the  French  arms. 

"  It  is  very  remarkable  that  I  have  not  pro- 
"  cured  the  least  intelligence,  or  received  any 
"  sort  of  communication,  from  any  of  the  Ofl&* 
"  cial  Authorities  at  Madrid,  or  either  of  the 
"  Spanish  Generals.  Neither  Mr.  Frere  nor 
*'  Lord  William  Bentinck  have  written  to  me 
"  for  a  considerable  time« 

^*  I  ren^ain,  my  dear  Sir  John,  &Ci 
"D.  Bairb/' 

This  exedlent  letter  shows  how  very  jutt  a 
notion  Sir  David  Baird  entertaii^d  of  the  Spa- 
nish aikirs ;  and  it  appears  that  both  hliasdl^ 


Digitized 


by  Google 


82 

and  the  Generals  "^in  his  army,  saw  the  pro- 
spect of  events  in  ev^n  a  more  desponding  light 
than  Sir  John  Moore,  who  indeed  states  at  this 
period  in  his  Journal  - — 

"  I  see  my  situation  .  as  clearly  as  any 
one,  that  nothing  can  be  worse ;  for  I  have 
no  Spanisli  army  to  give  me  the  least  assist- 
ance, only  the  Marquis  Rpmana  is  endea- 
vouring to  assemble  the  fugitives  from  Blake's 
^^  army  at  Leon. 

"  Yet  I  am  determined  to  form  the  junction 
"  of  this  army,  and  to  try  our  fortune.  We 
*^  have  no  business  here,  as  things,  are;  but, 
'^  being  here,  it  would  never  do  to  abandon  the 
"  Spaniards  without  a  struggle/' 

The  diflScidty  of  obtaining  intelligence  was 
one  of  the  great  embarrassments  which  the 
English  had  to  contend  with ;  and,  what  was 
quite  unexpected,  the  Spanish  generals  com- 
plained as  much  of  this  as  the  English. , 

It  was  exceesiVely  difficult  to  learn  the  truth 
by  private  means,  and  the  public  official  re- 
ports were  uniformly  false.  Many  other  exam- 
ples will  occur  in  the  progress  of  this  narrative. 
On  the  23d  of  November  Greneral  Blake  wrote 
from  Leon,  that  the  French  had  adv|etnced 
&om  ^ahagune,.  and  were  collecting  a  fotrce  at 


Digitized 


by  Google 


83 

Ampudia  and  Rio  Seco.  And  the  Marquis 
Romana  transmitted  additional  information^ 
which  was  repeated  through  other  channels^ 
^^  that  the  Enemy  had,  on  the  24th  instant, 
^^  cpllected  a  corps  of  14|P00  infantry  at  Rio 
**  Sepo,  and  that  they  hadfj/i  addition  4000 
**  cavahy  in  that  neighbourhood/'  Sir  David 
Baird  nati:i];ally  believed  t|;iis  information;  and 
concluded  th^t  this  corps  was  intended  to  fall 
upon  him  before  his  troops  were  collected  in  a 
body.  He  therefore  prepared  to  retreat,  and 
applied  to  Sir  John  Moore  for  directions,  whe^' 
ther  the  cavalry  should  retire  through  Portugal, 
or  be  embarked,  and  go  by  sea. 

Sir  John,  however,  discovered,  that  Blake  and 
Romana  had  been  deceived  by  reports  spread  in 
consequence  of  a  strong  corps  of  French  cavalry 
scouring  the  country;  They  had  diffused  a 
wide  alarm ;  but  the  General  learnt  that  the 
principal  part  of  the  French  army  was  march- 
ing against  Castanos.  He  therefore  sent  orders 
to  Sir  David  Baird  to  advance  and  join  him. 
These  false  accounts  had,  however,  the  effect  of 
retarding  the  junction. 

The  situation  of  affairs  in  Spain  was  becom- 
ing more  and  more  critical;  and  every  account 
isent  to  Sir  John  Mopre  by  men  of  sound  judg- 
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ment  was  filled  tvith  convineihg  proofis  that  the 
Spanish  Grovemment  had  most  unwisely  con- 
eealed  their  very  desperate  state  from  their  ally. 

Lieut.-Genend  H6p^  wh6  always  fcdfilled 
the  wishes  of  his  Commander^  had  persevered 
in  a  toilsome  intecK ;  and,  by  inde&tigaUe  ex- 
ertiom,  and  good  arrangemtats,  hid  provided 
£[>r  the  subsistence  of  the  corps  placed  under 
his  command,  and  bnmght  them  forward  to 
the  neighbouthood  o^  Madrid. 

The  accouniB  he  wrote  from  that  City,  No- 
vember 20,  were  just  and  discouraging.  He 
there  found  Lord  Wiflkm  Bentinck,  who  had 
transmitted  so  much  useful  and  accurate  infof- 
mation. 

They  both  had  a  conference  with  Ae  artful, 
subtle,  and  unprincipled  Morla  —  a  political 
hypocrite  aetii^  ihe  part  of  a  patriot,  a  Spa- 
nish nobleman  despising  honour. 

This  base  man,  foreseeing  the  probable  supe- 
riority of  Buonaparte,  secretly  conibined  with 
him ;  and  was  now  cunningly  retarding  every 
useful  measure,  and  suggesting  every  mts- 
chievous  one  which  he  durst,  without  exciting 
suspicion  of  his  designs.  As  Sir  John  Moore* 
perceitted  there  was  no  Spani^  force  in  the 
*  Vide  Appendix,  L.  M.  P.  pp,  34,  39,  4&. 
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North  capable  jpf  oppoaia^  the  Frei^ch  surmies,  he 
Wa3  considering  of  the  expediency  of  carryicig 
the  Enj^Jish  army  to  the  Souths  and  ther? 
making  a  sjtand^  where  tl^ere  might  be  a  por 
bability  of  ^ving  e^ectual  aid.  \ 

In  the  above  conference^  Mdrla,  aware  9^ 
this  Judicioui^  plan^  did  his  utmost  to  preveqi^ 
its  beiag  adopted,  and  endeavoured  to  enti^p  ^. 
part  at  least  of  the  British  army. 

The  words  of  General  Hope's  letter  are,    . . 

**  Madrid,  20th  November,  1808, 
•^^  MY  DSAH   MOOBE, 

^^  Jn  consequence  of  a  ^pres^ing  let*- 
^^  ter  from  Lord  William  Bentincfe,  I  yesterday 
<^  came  to  Madrid. 

"  Thii5  inoming  Lord  William  and  I  haye 
*^  had  a  long  conversation  with  Don  T.  Mcw;la, 

authorised  by  the  Junt^  to  converac  with  us 

upon  the  etate  of  affairs. 

Much  desultory  reasoning  pasi^ed  at  this 
*^  conference ;  and  it  is  perfectly  evident  that 

they  are  altogether  without  a  plan,  as  to  their 
^*  future  military  operations,  either  in  the  case 
^*  of  success  or  misfortune. 

"  Every  branch  is  affected  by  the  disjointed 
"  and-inefficient  construction  of  their  Govern- 
*^'ment. 
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*^  The  only  result  of  this  conference  that  can 
^'  be  \j^orth  cpmipunicating  to  you  is,  that  it  4s 
*^  the  decided  opinion  of  Morl^,  and  stated  by 
^^  him  as  what  the  Gbvernment  also  wish,  tha^t 
f  *  in  case  of  the  British  force  being  now  nre- 
^^  vented  from  forming  a  junction,  fqr  tl^e 
^^  purpose  of  advancing  to  undertake  active 
^*  offensive  operations,  a  junction  of  whatever 
*^  part  of  that  force  it  may  be  practicable  to 
f  *  bring  together  should  take  place  in  the  centre 
"  of  Spain/' 

Men  of  strict  honour  and  integrity,  like 
Lord  Wiljiam  Bentihck  and  Gener^il  Hope,  arp 
never  prone  to  suspicion.  It  is,  from  subse- 
quent facts  that  it  becomes .  clear,  tl>at  this 
advice  was  insidiously  given.  Had  it  been 
followed,  the  British  army,  which  was  too 
small  to  cope  with  the  French  even  when  com- 
bined, must  have  been  separated;  and  that 
portion  which  should  approach  the  centre  0/ 
Spain  would  have  become  an  easy  prey  to 
Buonaparte;  while  the  remaiiider.  would  have 
been  too  weak  to  liave  been  efficacious. 

On  the  27th  of  November  this  letter  arrived; 

•^ 1  ■  •  •    •  •.  -       •     •  * 


Digitized 


by  Google 


K6 


67 

Mr.  Frere  to  Sir  John  Moore;. 

."  Aranjuez,  25  Nov.  180^. 
SIR, 

"I  SEND  inclosed  the  copy  of  ^ 
^*  Note  which  I  addressed  to  M.  Garay,  sei- 
*^  cretary  of  the  Junta,  and  which  contains  the 
**  recapitulation  of  a  conference  which  I  had 
^^  with  him  (on  the  subject  of  your  letters 
^^  addressed  to  me^  and  to  Lord  Willi£|,m  Ben- • 
*^  tinck)  in  the  presence  of  JVJr.  Stuart.  I  have 
^^  likewise,  incloeed  his  answer,  which  I  have 
^*  just  received.  It  is  difficult  to  account  en- 
tirely for  the  want  of  information  qf  which 
we  have  to  complaii^.  It  is  owing  certainlv 
^'  in  part  to  th^  mistaken  notions  of  secrecy 
*^  and  mystery  which  are  attached  to  the  con- 
*^  cejms  of  Government,  which  is  incidental  to 
*^  people  who  are  unexpectedly  called  to  the 
^'  management  of  public  aiFairs,  Something,  I 
^^  am  afraid,  is  likewise  to  be  imputed  to  a  jea- 
^*  lousy  of  Great  Biitain ;  as  if  we  presumed 
*^  upon  the  obligations  under  which  this  Coun-? 
^^  try  is  placed.  But,  most  of  all,  the  con- 
^^  fusion  of  their  own  system  of  intelligeuce, 
or,  more  properly  speaking,    the   want   of 
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'^  system,  is  the  cause  of  the  uncertainty  in 
^^  which  we  are  left  upoii  points  of  th^  greatest 
^*  consequence. 

*^  Tlie  accounts^  however,  which  have  been 
^^  received  to-day  have  been  personally  too 
^^  alarming  for  concealment  A  courier  has 
^^  arrived  who  left  the  advanced  posts  of  ^e 
^^  Prench  at  Medina  celi ;  and  ^^  express  has 
^^  since  come  in  from  Toniga  with  an  account 
^^  of  firing  having  been  heard  at  Siguen^a*  As 
*^  the  French  are  superior  in  cavahy,  and  there 
^^  is  nothing  to  stop  them  betweep  that  place 
^'  and  this,  the  Junta  are  in  immediate  ex^ 
^^  pectation  of  their  approach,  and  had  dei^* 
^^  mined  thiiB  evening  on.retiring  upon  Cordova, 
*^  I  am  in  hopes  that  they  have  been  prevailed 
^^  upon  to  relinquish  this  plan,  and  tp  content 
^*  themselves  at  present  with  retreatii^  tq 
<*  Toledo-  The  following  is  the  statement  qf 
^'  the  numbers  of  their  troops  in  New  Castile  ; 
AtBiiitrago-     ^5000 

Segovia   -     -  4/00 

Somosien^    -6400 

Madrid    .     ^5300 
**  Tlie  force  of  the  Enepy  10  repkpped  %t 
^^  about  eleven  thousand  men,  of   which  six 
^^  thousand  cavalry  under  Cfeneral  B«iUii(rd. 
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<^  I  inclose  a  reporj:  which  has  just  been  sent 
*^  me  relative  to  Blake's  army,  I  find  upon 
^^  enquiry,  that  the  date  of  the  attack  is  the 
"  19th.  at  night.  Columbres  is  not  above  two 
"or  three  leagues  from  the  first  village  of 
^*  Asturias.  I  ]iea|iii  at  the ,  same  time^  that 
^^  one  of  the  iV^ltniian  Deputies  to  whom  I  had 
^^  directed  my  ep^uiries  1ms  jajneftdy  left  the 
'^  Sitio.  Th^  Marquis  Bomana  on  the  Ifth 
"  was  attemptii^  to  make  a  stand  at  Torfa  de 
^^  la  Vega.  General  Leith  bad  given  orders, 
•^  which  had  been  properly  executed,  for  eva- 
"  cuating  the^  post  of  St.  Ander.  No  courier 
^^  has  heeu  received  fropn  Qas]^ip9;  and  it  is 
^^  chsftj  from  t}|e  sit^^ion  of  the  iV^nch,  tl^a.t 
"  the  direiot  commfiQi^ti^  i^  cj#  off.  Gj^s|t 
^^  d^^ontent  and  perplfe^fity  are  known  tQ  b^ 
^^  prevalent  at  head-quartos. 

^^  Mr,  Stuart  will  b^  able  to  give  you  b^ti^r 
f^  accounts  of  the  (military  condition  of  Madrid* 
"  There  are  aboi^t  8  Qt  10,000  musq^ets^  ^l^ 
'^  ammunition  has  been  distributed. 

"  The  Junta  appear  at  present  more  sui^iovj^ 
^^  £Dr  your  uniqn  with  Blake  ihxi  for  covering 
"  Madrid.  What  diey  most  dq^wrecate,  f^nd 
^^I  think  with  most  reason,  is  a  retreat  upsfi 
^  Pcgrtfigail*     It  would  «inl^  the  JI^F^  of  ^ 
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*^  whole  country,  and  would  give  the  im* 
pression  of  our  having,'  after  an  ineffectual 
effort,  relapsed  into  the  old  limited  system  of 
protecting  Portugal. 

I  must  apologise  for  the  apparent  formality 
**  of  this  letter,  which  does  not  proceed  from 
*'  iainy  inclination  to  commence  a  less  cpiifi* 
*'  dential  mode  of  communication  between  us ; 
^^  but  is  owitig  toihe  hurry  which  the  circum- 
*^  stances  I  have  mentioned  will  account  for, 
"  Believe  me,  &c:   ' 

^^  J.  H.  Frere." 

There  are  tvra  singular  passages  ih  this  letter. 
The  first  is,  it  is  stated  that  the  force  of  the 
Enemy  is  about  eleven  thousand  men.  Wher^ 
this  force  was,  is  not  mentioned;  but  the 
Junta  ought  to  have  known  that  at  this  period 
Buonaparte  was  advancing  rapidly  with  nearly 
80,000;  and  this  information  ought  to  have 
been  communicated  to  Sir  John  Moore.  The 
second  is,  that  Mr.  Frere  strongly  deprecates  a 
retreat  on  Eortugal..  This  probably  was  not  an 
original  error  of  Mr,  Frere's,  but  instilled  into 
his  mind  by  Morla;  for  otherwise  a  person 
totally  ignorant  of  military  aflfairs  would  hardly 
'have  ventured  to  express  so  decidedly  his  opi* 
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uion  of  a  military  inoyemen|:  to  an  pxperienc^4 
General. 

Morla  was  now  become  the  chief  ruler  of  the 
Junta  J  and  was  considered  a  man  of  the  first 
abilities  in  Spain.  He  had  been  appointed 
President  of  the  Board  charged  with  military 
affairs^  and  was  with  great  succesis  effecting 
the  destruction  of  the  Spanish  armies.  Pre- 
vious to  his  interference,  the  Generals  Castanos 
and  Blake  had  most  judiciously  acted  upon  the 
defensive:  that  system  was  now  reprobated; 
and  the  Grerierals  were  impelled  forward,  Con- 
trary to  their  judgment.  Morla  was,  howevei*, 
nxA  content  with  the  destruction  of  the  Spanish 
armifes  in  succession :  but,  in  order  to  complete 
the  subjugation  of  Spain,  he  got  himiself  ap- 
pointed by  the  Junta*  to  treat  with  the 
English  Generals ;  and  empowered  to  proceed 
to  the  execution  of  such  measures  as  were  ur- 
gent and  peremptory. 

Being  invested  with  this  authority,  he  did 
not  fail  to  exert  it ;  and,  had  his  advice  or  re- 
quisitions been  literally  obeyed,  not  a  man  of 
the  British  army  cpiild  have  escaped;      ' 

The  following  is  the  requisition  made  by  Mn 

*  Vide  Mr.  De  Garay  to  Mr.  Frere,  which  soon  foilbw*. 
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Frcre  to  the  Supreme  Junta^  in  consequence  of 
Sir  John  Moore^s  letter  to  him. 


*JDfu  Mr.Frere  t  son  Excellence  Mr.  de  Guray. 

"  AranjueZj  23  Novfm^re,  1808. 
"  IVEONSIEUR^ 

^^  J'ai  cr(k  deToir  adresser  a  voti^ 
'^  Excellence^  comme  M embre  et  S^r^taire  de 
]sL  Supr^pi^  Junta  Centrale,  une  repn^sen-: 
tation  qui  mV  parti  trop  importante  pour  ne 
|>fU9  6tre  communique  h  cette  i^u^embl^  par 
un  de  ces  individus  distingu^  par  sa  cqo&uqc^ 
et  chfirg^  de  seg  plus  impprt^ites  fonctioos. 
De9  lettre^  cji^^  mid  sent  parvenues  d^  la 
'^  pa|rt  de  Sir  J.  Moore  xa'op4:  donin^  occasipn 
"  4^  vOi^  recapituler  h»  pj^qintes  qij'il  m'adr^sr 
f^  8^t^  et  qu'il  n^rettoit  (tpfi  diacit  ^1)  ne  pafs 
V  pouvpir  adresser  en  peraoi^)e  k  Axanjuez. 
^^  II  se  plaint  d'abord  ^  T^jkat  d'ineertitude 
,  ^[  ^iaj^  .1^^  il  ^  trpuye,  rel^tivement  au 
'^  ^ic^re  et  ^:f  posatiQns  de  YJ^rmefm,  et 
'^,  ip^me  a^ux  pF(^t9  et  ^y^pvens  de  la  cana- 
"  pagne,  an  point  (we  dit-il)  .  51^^,  Iprs  die 
f  ^  V^y^^n^tion  pe^  milUaire  de  yf41f^lid  par 


♦  Vide  Translation  in  Appendix,  Q,  p.  51. 
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*le  Ginital  Pignatelli,   cet  Officler  n'a  pas 

^  ci*(i  deyoir  lui  en  envoyer  Tavis.     Les  details 

^'  de  la  route  et  de  F^tat  efleetif  de  FArmfe 

*  d^Estreiiiadure  lui  ont  4i4  ^galetnent   long 

*  tems-inconnus ;  la  retraite  du  Gfo^ralBlake^ 
^  et  sa  reti*aite  sur  Reyhosa,  Im  ont  4t6  ^gale- 
^  ment  inconnues  jusqu'k  ce  qu'il  en  refui 
^  enfin  la  nouvelle  par  la  voye  de  Madrid. 

^^'  II  poitrsuit  en  ces  termes  :  ^  Je  ne  suis  en 
communication  avec  aucune  des  Ann&s,  ni 
au  felt  des  intentions  du  Gouvemement  Es- 
pagnol,  ni  d'aucun  de  ses  G^n^raux. 

^  Castanos^  avec  qui  on  m'avoit  mis  en  cor- 
respondance,  est  d^mis  de  son  commandement 
au  moment  ou  j'aurois  pA  attendre  de  ses 
nouvelle^;  et  Komana^  avec  qui  je  dois 
maintenant^  je  suppose^  entrer  en  corre- 
spondance^  est  absent.  En  attendant,  les 
Francois  ne  sont  qu'k  quatre  jours  de  marche 
de  mon  arm&  qui  ne  feit  que  s'assembler; 
mais  je  ne  peux  encore  apprendre  T^t  de 
leur  force.  Aucun  canal  d'infbrmation  ne 
m'a  4i4  ouvert,  et  je  ne  suis  pas  depuis  assez 
long  tems  dans  le  pays  pour  me  les  procurer 
moi-m6me.  Je  vous  fais  part  de  ces  particu- 
larit^s.  Je  voQidrois  pouvoir  aller  moi-m3me 
a  Aranjuez,  ou  Madrid,  ea  faire  la  repi^senta- 
tion;    car,    Treiment,  si  les  chosen    doivent 
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restefr  dans  cet  etat,  la  ruine  Ae  la  cause  d'Es-^ 

pagne^  et  la  d^faite  de  ses  Armies,  n6  peut 

pas  manquer ;  et  il  deviendra  de  mon  devoir 

de  ne  regarder  que  la  s^curit^  de  rArmee  Bri** 

tanmque^  et  de  prendre  des  mesures  pour  la 

tirer  d'une  situation  ou,   sans  la  possibility 

d'etre  utile,  elle  est  exposee  k  une  d^£eute  cer- 

tame/ 

^^  Eli  r^ponse  a  ces  observations  relatives  art 

^  General  Castanos  et  au  Marquis  de  la  Ro-^ 

^  mana,  V.  E.  m'apprit,  k  ma  trfes  grande  sur-* 

^  prise,  qu  il  y  avoit  dix  jours  h  peu  pres  que 

*  des  ordres  avoient  6t6  expedi^s  au  Marquis  de 
^  la  Romana  pour  venir  prendre  le  cbmmande- 

*  ment  de  TArmee  du  Centre,  en  laissant  celle 
'  du  Nord  et  des  Asturies  aux  ordres  de  M* 
'  Blake, 

"  Le  secret  commun  a  une  assembl^e  de  32 
^  personnes  auroit  pu,  ce  me  semble,  6tre  confix 

*  au  Ministre  de  S.  M.  B.  sans  aujjmenter 
^  beaucoup  le  risque  de  sa  divulgation,  quand 
^  m^me  il  n'auroit  pas  ^t^  question  d'un  fait 
^  int^ressant,  et  dont  la  connoissance  dtoit  n^* 
^  cessaire  pour  la  coiTespondance  dont  pouvoit 
^  d^pendre  la  surety  de  TArm^e  Angloise.  II 
^  ln*a  parft  que  V.  E.  ne  se  montreroit  pas  in- 
^  sensible  k  la  justice  de  cette  reflexion ;  k  la- 
^  quelle  j'aupois  p4  ajouter  que  la  nouvelle  de 
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^^Feiitr^e  des  Eranjois  a  Valladolid  m'a  6id 
"  cachee;  que,  lors  m^ine  qu0'je  deBoyaado^s  si 
**  le  bruit  public  qui  rannpnooit  avoit  qu^lque 
^Vfotidement/  on  m-a  r4pond^,  quil  n4toit 
^^  arriv^  ce  jout  laauowg  nouvelle  officielle  ex* 
f,^  (X^ti  sur  le  transpoi-t:  de  qitelqiies  pieces  dW- 
".  tillerie,  je  crois,  a  Segovie/  II,  m't^tpit  done 
f^  impossible  de  croirei  d'^ptj^s  nm  pa[reiUe  rd* 
f*.ponse,  que  des  npuvelles  iauthentiques  avoient 
^'  apport^  la  certitude  de  r^venement  sur  lequel 
^^  je  d^mandois  une  explication,  et  qu'on  avoit 
^^  cru  pouvoir  la  dissimul§r  par  une  dquivoqufe 
^^  fondee  sur  la  non-arrivee  du  rapport  oflScid 
^^  du  Commandant.  La  nouvelle  de  la  d^faite 
"  du  General  Blake,  nouvelle  qui  auroit.  p& 
"  causer  la  perte  totale  des  deux  divisiotis  qui 
^^  commen9oient'  a  se  former  sous  les  G^m^raux 
^'  Moore  et  Baird,  m'a^e  efFectiVement  com- 
^^  muuiqu^e,  mais  le  spir  du  lendemain  de  rar* 
^^  riv^e  du  Courier. 

.^^  Je  suis  bien  loin  d'eprouver  le  moindre 
sentiment  d'aigreur  personelL^  contre  des 
personn^s  infiniment  respectables,  qui  n^ont 
^'  fait  que  suivre  un  systdme  qui  leur  aura  6t6 
^*  presciit,  tant  pour  les  ,  r^ponses  que  pour  le 
^'  silence ;  mais  il  est  de  mon  devoir  de  r^lamer 
*^  hautement  contre  la  continuation  d'un  sys- 


<6 


Digitized 


by  Google 


06 

<^  t^me^  qui  sanft  assurer  le  secret  vis-k-vwded 
^^  Ennemis^  ^tablit  la  defiance  *et  la  myst^re  It 
la  place  de  cette  coafianoe  qui  deTpit  servir  de 
base  aux  combinaisons  desqueiles  4oit  d^n- 
dre  le  sort  de  la  guerre  actuelle. 
^<  J'ai  appris '  avec  beaucoup  de  plaistr  h, 
nouvelle  du  rappel  de  la  Commission  d^r^- 
ganatrice  envoy^  k  I'Arm^  du  Centre,  ainsi 
que  celle'  de  la  nomination  de  M.  de  Maria 
avec  des  pleins  pouvoirs  pour  con£^rer  et  con- 
dure  avec  nos  Officiers  sur  tons  led  objets  re- 
^^  latifs  k  nn  systSme  de  co-operation  efficace; 
j'&pfere  que  ces  pouvQirs  seront  encore  aug- 
ment&,  tant  pour  la  partie  ex&^tive,  que 
pour  la  d^b^tive. 

L'expedidon  d'un  Courier  pour  le  Mat- 
quis  de  la  Romana  lui  aura,  sans  doutey^  ap- 
poil:^  selon  les  instructions  de  V.  E.  un  c»dre 
^^  de  s'aboucher  avec  le  G^n^ral  Sir  J.  Moore. 

"  Je  ne  puis  finir  sans  remercier  V.  E.  de  Tat- 
^^  tendon  avec  laquelle  elle  a  ^ut^  dans  tine 
"  pr^iere  con^^ence,  les  details  d'une  rdpr^- 
^^  sentation  n^cessairement  &chense. 
"  Je  la  prie,  «c. 

*^  J.  H.  FsfiSifi." 
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Tbk  letter  is. certainly  iK)t  writtea  m  very 
Respectful  terms ;  especially  as  the  persons  so 
karshly  complained  of  were  exercising  sovereign 
powef^.  The  following  mild  answer  Was  how- 
ever Ktumed : 


Translation. 

^*  To  the  Right  Hon.  J.  Hookham  Frere. 

^^  Aranjuez^  Nov.  24,  1808- 
<^  MOST  EXCEL.I.SNT  SIR,  . 

"  I  HAVs  laid  before  the  SupreiAe 
ruling  Juntft  of  the  Kingdom  the  note  your 
f^  Excellency  was .  pleased  to  address  to  me 
*^  yesterday,  relative  to  the  complaint  made  to 
"  ypu  by  Sir  John  Moore,  with  regard  to  the 
^^  state  of  ignorance  in  which  he  was  kept  with 
^'  respect  to  the  number  and  positions  of  the 
'*  Enemy,  and  to  the  events  and  operations  of 
"  our  Armies. 

"  Of  the  evacuation  of  ValladoHd,  which 
^^  was  not  a  military  movement,  the  Suprenle 
*^  Junta  knows  nothing ;  neither  of  the  par-' 
^^  ticulars  of  an  action  in  which  one  of  the 
^^  dfvisipns  of  the  Army  df  Estremadur^  was 
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"  concerned.  The  same  is  the  case  idith  regard 
**  to  the  details  of  the  operations  of  Greneral 
^^  Blake  ;  who  states  that  he  has  had  two  en- 
**  gagements — the  one  of  which  was  in  favour 
^'  of  our  arms,  and  the  other,  though  of  no 
**  great  advantage  to  the  Enemy,  obliged  him 
*^  to  retreat  to  Reynosa. 

^^  Each  of  the  Generals  had  received  positive 
^^  orders  fiom  the  Junta,  which  are  now  re- 
**  iterated  to  them  by  extraordinary  couriers,  to 
^^  communicate  wdth  the  English  General,  and 
^'  to  act  in  concert  with  him.  His  Majesty 
'^^  would  receive  the  highest  satisfaction  if'  Sir 
**  John  Moore  could  appear  personally  nt 
'^^  x\ranjuez  or  at  Madrid,  to  make  stich  obser- 
'^^  yations,  and  to  adjust  those  points  which  he 
^^  thinks  might  conduce  to  the  removal  of  those 
*^  circumstances  which  appear  contrary  to  the 
*^  good  understanding,  and  which  might  pro- 
'^^  duce  all  the  effect  that  may  be  expected 
'*  from  our  union  with  the  great:  power  which 
^*  with  such  generosity  a£Pords  us  assistance^ 
**  and  which  the  Junta  could  not  see  disap- 
pointed or  weakened  withdut  the  gr^test 
regret  This,,  however,  could  not  happen^ 
if,  acting  in  concert,  and  with  k  perfect  har- 
mony, we  avail  ourselvies  of  a  speedy  union 
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of  tfap  forces,  tocQir^le^te  the  destruction  of 
the  Enemy,  p.qd  of  his  plans ;  if,  the  English 
troops  forming  aJunctiboL  with  the  left  of 
■  pyr,  army,,  we  compose  a  formidable  body  of 
1^0,000  infantry,  and  6000  cavalry,  a  force 
*^  with  which  we  ^should  be  certain  of  the  blow,, 
y^  and  which  we  never  could  be  by  ^^ny  different. 
*^  conduct. 

.  ^*  Then  the  generous,  efforts  of  our  ally, 
^*  JEngland,  would  complete  the  work;  under 
*5  whose  haj^y  and  auspicious  commence^ment 
^*  the  eternal  friendship  and, alliance  by  which 
^*  the  two  nations  are  few  ever  to  be  united 
*^'began;  so  that  neither  interest  nor  policy, 
**  will  ever  be  sufficient  to  breajk  the  bonds  by 
which  they  are  united. . 
^^  When.  I  spoke  to  your  Excellency  with 
regard  to  General  Qastanps,  I  had  the  ho* 
nour  to  esqplain  to  you  the  strongs  and 
political  motives  that  existed  for  acting  aji 
^*,we  had  done.  Your  Excellency  was  cdn- 
^*  vinced ;  and  it  wa3^  then  determined,  that 
"  he  should  not  quit  the  command  until  the 
^^  arrival  of  the  Marquis  de  la  Ropaana.  lit 
'^  this  there  has  been  no  secret ;  nor  should 
^*  there^  be  any,  however  Important  it  may  be^ 
*^  with  regard  to  the  Minister  of  a  friendly 
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^*  Nation,  towards  whom  the  Junta  feds  the 
^*  greatest  personal  esteem  and  consideratioii^ 
^*  independent  of  his  official  character. 

**  The  Junta  knew  of  the  Enemy's  eirtry 
*' into  Valladolid,  and,  afterwards,  oftheeva-' 
^^  cuation  of  that  city  by  thje  French  troops,' 
"  who  made  but  a  very  short  stay  there.     Ge- 
^Vneral  Morla  is  appointed  to  treat  with  the' 
"  Enghsh  Generals,  to  agree  upon  the  neces- 
**  safy  plans  and  operations,  and  to  give  in-' 
**  formation  of  them  to  the  Supreme  Junta;' 
"  proceeding  immediately  to  the  execution  of 
^  those  measures  which  are  ui^nt  and  per- 
^<  emptory. 

"  I  have  now  only  to  assure  your  Excelletbcy 
<^  of  the  particular  satisfaction  and  pleasure  t 
*^  derived  from  hearing  your  rem^ks  on  these 
^'  mjatters,  which  led  to  this  oui*  first  conV 
"  ference.  I  shall  be  ready  to  tiepeat  it,  with 
*^  pleasure,  as  often  as  your  Excellency  may 
^*  think  proper ;  either  at  your  house,  of 
^^  wherever  else  you  may  choose  to  appoints 
^^  In  the  mean  time, 
^*  I  am,  &c. 

*^  Martin  DB  Garay/'^ 
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Six  Jobii  Moore  did  not  think  it^j^pedient 
ibo  aiccept  of  the  invitation  given  in  this  letter 
tQ  ^  to  Anoyuez  or  Madrid^  and  leave  the 
troops  At  Salama^icai  in  the  present  threatening 
{lostwe  of  affairs. 

His  occupations  were  too  important  to  admit 
«lf  sfx^  an  ioterruption ;  and  the  quantity  of 
htt^iuess  1^  transacted  niay  be  conceived  fn»n 
the  manner  in  which  his  time  was  daily  em* 

He  alwfi^rs  rose  between  three  sind  four  in 
.^e  -moPfiv^^  lighted  his  jQre  foid  candle  by 
a  lamp  which  was  placed  in  his  room^  and 
£9E^^Sk)fii^  biRAself  in  writing  tiU  eJLght  o'clock, 
lyhcAi  the.G^Seers  of  the  family  wew  assembled 
for  breakfast. 

After  breakfast  be  received  the  .General 
Officers,  a}id  alljpersons  with  whom  he  had 
btrtiiiiess' ;  and  the  necessary  orders  wete 
issued.  His  p^n  was  frequently  in  his  hand' 
in  the  forenoon  also;  for  he'  wrote  «ill  his 
ietitOB  hmks^lf.  Jije  always  rode  before  dinner 
ifiir  jm  ]9t0iir  or  iwo,  either  to  view  t)^e  troops, 
tcff;t0  aiwflwnoitre  the  coanitry. 

His  table  was  plentiful;  and  the  company 

"vaxktd  icfni  fourteen  to  twenty  officers.     He 

nas   9   very  plain  and  ndodemts  eater^   and 
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seldom  dirank  more  than  three  or  fotff  glasses 
of  wine,  convernng  with  his  officers  i;ntfi 
great  frankness  and  cheerfulness.  His  port* 
folio  was  usually  opened  again  before  he  went 
io  bed ;  but^  unless  kept  up  by  business,  he 
never  sat  up  later  than  ten  o'clock. 

By  this  regularity  and  assiduityi  all  his 
afiairs  were  transacted  with  order,  and  without 
procrastination. 

The  information  conveyed  by  Mr.  Garay's 
letter  was  most  unsatisfactory.  It  eonta&ed 
no  foundation  upon  which  a  decision  c6uld  be 
built. 

Therefore,  as  the  troops  were  not  yet  asslntn- 
bled.  Sir  John  wrote- to  learn  iiie  opiniton  of 
Mr.  Frere. 

• 
Sir  John  Moore  to  his  JExcellemy  J.  M^Fr^e. 

**  Sulamanca,  2T  Nov.  ISOS. 
^^  SIR,  .     / 

*^  I  HAD  the  honour  to  receive  ladb 
^*  night  a  letter  from  Mr.  Stuart,  of  the  24th 
^^  inst.  in  answer  to  that  which  I  addressed  to 
'^  you  on  the  19th. 

**  The  conversation  which  Mr.  Stuart  irtates 
^^  you  to  have  had  vrith  the'  Secretary  of  the 
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!/  Supreme  Junta^  and  the  rem^nstraaces  wim 
^^  wti^h  yoahave  f<dl6wed  it^  are^  perhaps^  a$ 
^^  much  as  can  be  done  by  you  in  your  situation. 
**  The  effect  produced  upon  the  Secretary,  and 
'^  the  measures  he  said  xvere  determined^  are 
^*  very  good,  if  we  were  looking  to  events  six 
1^  tnonth^henee ;  but  the  situation  in  which  we 
'^  are,  calls  for  something  more  efficient  and 
*^  energetic* 

/^Madrid  is. threatened  —  the  French  have 
,**  destroyed  one  armyy  have  passed  the  Ebro, 
/^.  and  are  ad^^ncing  in  superior  numbers  against 
^^  another  :  which,  from  its  composition  <  and 
^^.iitrength,  promises  no.  resistance,  but  must 
M  ^th^  retire,  or  be  overwhelmed.  No  other 
^*  armed  force  exists  in  this  qountry,  I  per- 
P^  ceive  no  enthusiasm,  or  any  determined  spirit 
*^  amongst  the  people. 

^*  The  French  CaValry,  even  iu  piarties  so 
f^  weak  as  eleven  or  twelve  men,  enter  the,  vil- 
<<  lages  in  X^tepn  and  the  neighbouring  provinces,' 
^  and  raise  contributions  without  opposition. 

."  This  is  a  state  of  things  quite  difieient  from 
.^'that  copeeived  by  the  British  Government, 
*^  when  tl^y  determined  to  send  troops  to  the 
f^  assistaiice  of  Spain.  .  It  was  not  expected  that 
^f  ihe^e  were  i»  cope  .alone  with  the  whole  force 
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^^  of  FrttMi ;  hitss^  ftuxiliaries^  ^  aid  a^peiopte 
'^  \n4ip  were  believedl  to  be  enthuftitttiC)  dieter- 
milled,  and  pKpar^  for  lesistet^e. 

It  becomes^  tberefoi^,  a  question,  wheibeir 
f^  the  British  Army  should  renuon  to  be  attuc^ed 
<^  in  ks  tum^,  or  retire  from  a  country  wfaete^Jid' 
^^  contest,  from  whatever  circum^lanoes^  hah 
*^  become  unequal,  . 

"  I  wish  to  throw  no  responsibility  qff  fliy- 
^*  self,  which  properly  belongs  to  me.  ^ 

^^  The  question  in  not  pwelyn  mitHary  one, 
^<  It  belongs  at  leaM:  as  much  to  you,  as  to  me, 
^^  to  decide,  upon  4t.  Your  commnilieadofis 
<^  with  the  Spanish  GoveniAient,andtfaeoppt)r* 
'^  tunities  you  have  bad  of  judging  of  Uie  giebe- 
^*ral  state  of  the  Country,  enable  yo«t6fdtm 
^^  ai^  just  an  e^tii^ate  of  the  resistence  that  is 
^Mikely  to  be  oflPer^d.  . 

♦*  Yon  are,  perhaps,  better  acquaint^  mih 
^^  i^e  views  of  the  British  Cabinet;  Mid'dbe^ 
**  question  is,  What  would  that  Cabinet  dnmit, 
^^  were  they  upon  the  spot  to  determine  ^  :it 
^^is  of  much  importance  that  this  sh0d4-b6 
^  thoirOTighly  considered ;  it  is  compafativelf'of 
^^ve^y  little, 'on  whom  shall  rest  the  greaiUfst 
^'  sKare  of  respcNQsibility.  I  am  wi^lit^  ito^teke 
^'  the  whole,  or  a  part  4  htrt  I  smi  veiy  ^^aackti^ 
**  to  know  your  opinion* 
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'    ♦*  15ie  movements  of  tMe^  FreM^  give  is  litde 
'^tiirie  fbr  disc^issiDti.     As  soon  as^the  Bittisrh 
'*^  Amy  hsM  faimed  a.  Iimotian^  I  itaust,  upoa 
^^  tke suppositiondiat C^statios ik  eitber Jbieiitefi' 
^^  or  fetKalted,  march  upon  Mtelrid/  aodiibroMr 
^mysrff  iato  the  heart  «®f  Spain,  artd  tfa«t8^*uh 
'<  all  rhk^  and  share  ihe  fortunes  of  ihe  Spahifth 
*^  Nation  ;  or  I  must  fali  hack  upon  Portugal. 
/*  lo.the  ilatter  case,  I  {aB.  back  up<Mi  my  re- 
f*  iourte$,^U|i^ti  Liisboci ;  cover  acourafcry i?dbere 
*54l^re  fe'«fc  Britidb  interest ;  act  as  a  divi^oh 
*5  in  fevour  of  Spain,  if  the  Frendb.  detadi  ti 
H^fewfe  againut  me?  and  am  ready  to  return  to 
<<^<tfctotesifirtttiiee'of  Tftie  Spaniarcb,  shouM  cic- 
^^^^eUttsMltnces  again  render  it  eligible^. 
**  ^^  By  miCaPching^  into  S^ain^  I  detacii  myself 
^  froM  my  resources,  and  should,  prabaMy,  be 
^^  abk  io  takis  with  me  but  a  small  portron'of 
•  ^^the  talKtairy  #ores  I  have  brotjght  forwards 
'^  In  which  ease  I  should  not  be  able,  fbr  a 
*/  ^ne,    for  much  contest.     But  every  thing 
^  eoidd  he  «etit  from  Lisbon  to  Cadiz,    and 
-^^  4heoce  join  me. 

^^  %e  movement  into  Spain  is  on*  of  greja.teF 
^  ha:2sard,  as  my  retreat  to  Cadiz  or  ^<SSbraltair 
^  must  be  very  uncertain.  I  shaH  -be  ett^nSky 
^  iij  Ihe  power  of  the  Spaniards ;  but  perhaps 
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*^  this  is  worthy  of  risk^  if  the.  Gavemment  and 
'^  People  of  Spain  are  thought  to  h^ve  still 
*^  sufficient  energy  and  the.  means  to  recover 
**  froiffi  their  defeats ;  aAd,  by  collecting  in  tjbe 
*<  Souths  be  abky  with  the  aid  of  the  Briti^ 
^^  Army/  to  resist^  and  finally  i^pel^  the  formi^ 
'^  dable  attack  which  is  prepared  against  them. 
*\  It  is  impossible  ntotto  wish,  and  thea  it  is 
^^  more  difficult  not  to  hope,  that  the  Spaniaiids 
*^  may  be  at  last  successful  in  a  straggle  whieh 
^  does  them  so  much  honour.  They  are  a  fine 
^-^  people ;  and,  bad  they  fallen  into  more^able 
^^  hands,  woidd  Kave  proved  themselves  fijUy 
^f  equal  to  the  contest.  But  I  much  £par  the 
*^  opportunity  is  now  past :  and  that  no  e^orts 
^^  they  are  Ukdy  to  m^ke  will  be  ^H^^^nt^  or 
^^  in  time,  to  stand  the  ^armies  th^y  ippiust  eo- 
^*  gage.  Upon  this  subject^  however,  I  isan- 
*^  not  be  ver;^  decided,  and  shall  be.  iSKt^i  liappy 
^^  to  find  myself  mistaken.   ]   ■  ,.{ ^^         ^ 

♦*  latti,  ^.  &c* 

On  the  same  day  Sir  John  Moore  wrote,  the 
following  private  letter  to  Mr.  Stuart,  to  whooa 
Jb^  confided  hi^  thoughts  most  opeply. 
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Sir  John  Moore  to  Charles  Stuart ^  !Esq. 

^^  SiUmmca^  21  Nov.  ISOS.^ 
f^  MY  PEAB  SIR,  • 

^^  I  THANK  yott  for  your  letter.  You 
^^  will  see  Whtiit  I  have  wiStten  to  Mr*.  Frere^ 
^  and  will, '  I  hope,  think  with  me  on  the  ne-^ 
^^  tessit^  of  deciding  a  question,  which,  sunJy> 
^  alone^  he  heing  in  the  country,  I  could  not 
*'  with  propriety  decide  for  myself.  Whatever 
^^  h^  the  decision,  I  shall  be  guided  by  events 
**  in  Ae  execution  of  it.  > 

*^  I  have  every  inciinatipB  to  think  well  of  the 
^  Spanish  cause :  that  I  wish  it  well  is  most 
^^  certain ;  and  that  I  shall  be  most  proud  to 
**  give  it  every  aid  in  my  power.  But,  really> 
^^  so  little  ability  lias  been  displayed  by  the 
^^  Government,  or  by  those  employed  to  direct 
^  their  armies ;  there  appears  so  tjiuch  apathy 
^^  in  the  ^ople,  and  so  little  means  prepared 
*^  for  resistance,  that  I  do  not  see  how  they  can 
'^  stand  against  the  Enemy^  The  French  will 
^^  have  trpublesome  subjects  ;  but,  in  the  firs^t 
^^  instance,  they  will  have  little  more  than  a 
^/  inarch  to  subdue  the  country. 
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^^  I  have  not  a  shilling.  The  Spaniards,  I 
*^  Gndy  promise  much  more  than  they  perform  ; 
'<  and  he]^  we  have  not  been  able  to  ^t  five 
^^  thousand  pounds.  The  house  you  mention 
*^  in  a  former  letter  have  money,  but  will  not 
<*  give  it. 

^^  Sir  D.  Bainl,  i^poa  seme  &lae  intelligence 
^^  ^^  the  French  had  ooUflcted  a  large  f«t»e  at 
^^  Rio  Seod  Mid  Ampudia,  hw  teJiLen  meamres 
^  io  retreat,  but  I  skaH  be  able  to  Ktop  ham^ 
*^  and  I  h<^e  by  the  7th  or  8iii  of  DeocnAier, 
'^^  we  shall  be  able  to  madse  onr  jrundion. 

I  hope  to  meet  B«aBaaia  ton  his  paosage  to 

the  army.  The  inteUigenoe  was  sent  to  Baird 
^^  by  General  Blake.  The  Frendb  haw  jttany 
^  friends  in  this  country ;  it  is  fisan  ihem  tibat 
^^  a  thousand  repmis  are  daily  spread  to  the  idis- 
^^  advantage  of  the  good  cattse. 
**  I  remain,  &c. 

"  John  ]3dbo&&" 
P.  S.  There  was  a  Colenel  ChanmUy  hete 

from  England.  He  is  gone  im  tb  Madrid, 
*^  to  oflfer  to  raise  a  regknent  of  cavalry^  He 
^^  is  married  in  EfRgland  :  but  I  cannot  help 

always  ha^ng  some  dislike  to  |>eople  of  ihis 

description.** 
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Tbit  ne  fame  mi^  be  Imt,  Sir  Jbhn  MixXEe; 
wrote  a  letter  the  fdlowing  day  to  Sir  Danrid ' 
Baird^  to-  giTe  him  mformaticm  erf  the  moTe* 
ments'  of  the  Frendi  army^  asul'to  direct  hist 
to  advance.  * 

It  is  BOW  re<juisite  to  fitate  the  catwtyajihe 
of  the  Spaniflfh  Armies  of  the  Centres  and  Rights 

On  the  21st  of  November  General  Caatamos!. 
Head  Quarters  were  at  CinFtruen^o^  when  the 
advanced  guard  of  the  French  army  aj^pearod 
in  sight.  Castanos  retreated  in  the  night  to-* 
wards  Tudekj  and  the  French  cdtumns  advanced 
by  Soria  and  Lerona. 

Behind  Tudela  there  is  a  small  ridge  of  hills  j 
this  was  thought  by  th»  Representative  of  the 
JtHYta^  and  the  Captain  General  of  Arragon;  a 
good  posidon.  Gastanos  did  not  approve  of  it, 
and  wished  to  retire ;  but  unfortunately  he  was 
overruled;  He  then  drew  up  his  main  body 
near  the  centre  of  the  ridge,  concealing  it  from 
the  Enemy ;  and  advanced  his  two  flanks  oi3t_ 
the  small  hills  near  Tudela. 

The  French  attacked  these  points,  and  Cas* 
tanos  supported  them  from  his  centre.  The 
£nemy  were  driven  back  <m  the  left;  bat  a 
strong  corps  of  French  pushed  forwatd  from 
Tudela,  and  made  a  fresh,  attack  apoti  the  lefr^ 
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tmd  threw  ilie  SpaniarcU  iato  eoniosioQ.  Thfij 
were  a  species  of  troops  who  e6ul4  never  raUy; 
so  all  was  disorder  iu  a  moment  Part  di^peived 
themselves  ia  the  direction  of  Saragos^^  and 
the  rest  towards  Calatayud. 

The  only  corps  which  preserved  any.  kind,  of 
order  was  that  oi  General  La  P^da^  .«U^aed 
at  Cascairte. 

The  news  of  this,  frei^  disaster  arrived  at 
Madrid  on  the  27th  of  Novembep:.  Mr-  Stu^fft 
lost  no  tim^.  in  transmitting  the  relation  lie  had 
received  to  Sir  John  Moore3  which  he  accom- 
panied with  a  short  and  dismal  note  ;  in  which, 
are  these  wolrdsf: — "  I,  therefore,  lose^inot  a 
^^  moment  in.  dispatching  thi^  tq  you,  th^t  yoi^ 
^^  may  be  enabled  to  take  such  measures  as,,  ki 
^^  this  ^tate  <^affairs,9  become  absolutely  neces« 
^^  sary  for  the  securii^y  pf  our  Army/' 

The  dispatch  relating  this  event,  which  to- 
tally darkened  the  .a;3pect  of  a£&irs^  iieaqh^ 
Salamanca  Novembe;r  28^ 

While  Castanos's  arm^y  remained^  there  af* 
peared  to.  Sir  John  Moore  a  hope  of  lesisting^ 
in  the  North  of  Spain  :  but  now  he  thought 
there  was  none.  It  was  also  evident,  that  if 
Buonaparte  chose,  as  mighjt  be  expectedt:^ 
push  fwwaiti  his  advwced  corps  upon  him>  hi9 
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Juttction  with  General  Hope  would  be  very 
dou)y£f\il/.and  that  with  Sir  David  Baird  im- 
posdibift*. 

•  Forthese  reasons  he  at  once  took  the  resolu- 
tion of  withdrawing  the^  su-my  frorm  Galicia  a^ 
Leon^  and  assembling  rt  upon  the  hanks  of  the 
5^L^f  •'■  \^ 

.^  The  iad^ntages  of  this  n^asure  were^  that 
the  whdle  British  force  would  be  collected  and 
united  with  upwards  of  10,000  men  niore^  who 
were  left  in  Portugal. 

In  the  ifteafi  tim6,  all  the  scattered  ccirps  of 
the  Spanish  army  might  fall  back,  to  join  such 
new  levies  as  were  raised  in  the  Southern  Pro- 
vinces ;  which,  when  assembled,  might  still 
form  an  army  capable  of  making  a  stand:  and 
the  British  could  then  move  io  their  aid  in  a 
formidable  body.  It  appears  from  the  previous 
correspondence,  that  it  had  always  been  the' 
favourite  {)lan  of  Sir  John  Moore  to  carry  on 
the  military  operations  from  the  South ;  and 
ilbw  that  the  three  Spanish  armies  wer^  beaten^ 
;  the  reasons  for  adopting  it  had  acquired  gnat 
^additional  weight. 

If  the  Spaniards  had  constancy  to  hold  tfiit, 
imd  fortitude  to  continue  the  contest,  an  oppbr- 

♦  Vide  Appendix,  R.  p.'5i?. 
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tiMkity  would.  atiU  be  afforded  tjb^yi.  .  Intbe 
South  aQ  their  energies  might  be  pvt  forth, 
and  effectual  assistance  would  be  giv^i  them 
by  the  British  aroiy.  And  should  they  ako  be 
rapelkd  in  this  efibrt^  Cadis  and  (^ibvaltar.  af- 
forded them  secure  retreats. 

From  these  fortresses  the  war  might  be  x^ 
oewedy  if  circumstances  should  favour  it ;  or  if 
the.  c<mte$t  should  be  given  up^  the  arnu^s 
would  rtill  be  in  safety. 

The  following  letters  to  Sir  David  Baifd  smd 
General  ilope  were  sent  off  the  same  evj^ng; 

Sir  John  Moore  to  Sir  David  Saird. 

*^  Salanianca,  2Sth  Nov.  IS08, 
"  MY  DEAE  SIR  DAVID, 

"I  HAVE  received  this  evfening  dis* 
"  patches  from  Mr.  Stuart  at  Madrid^  an- 
^^  nouncing  the  defeat  and  dispersion  of  Casta- 
*^  nos's  army*  The  French  in  Spain  are  esti- 
''  mated  at  80,000  men,  and  30,000  are  ex- 
pected in  the  oourse  of  a  week.  It  certainly 
was  much  my  wish  to  have  run  great  risks  in 
'^  midof  the  people  of  Spain ;  but,afterthissee0nd 
**  proof  of  how  littk  they  are  able  to  do  JFor  them- 
selves, the  only  two  armies  they  had  having 
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made  so  little  stand,  I  see  no  right  to  expect 
from  them  much  greater  exertions ;  at  any 
rate  we  should  be  overwhelmed  before  they 
could  be  prepared.  I  slee  no  chan<ie  of  our 
^*^  being  able  to  form  a  junction;  as  certainly 
^^  at  Burgos  the  French  have  a  corps  which 
^^  will  now  move  forward. 

*^  I  have,  therefore,  determined  to  retreat 
'/  upon  Portugal  with  the  corps  I  have  here; 
^^  and,  if  possible,  with  Hope's  corps,  if  by 
^^  forced  marches  he  can  join  me.  I  wish  yoij 
*^  to  fall  back  on  Corunna ;  send  back  imme- 
^^  diately  your  stores,  under  such  part  of  your 
^*  force  as  you  judge  proper.  You  may  then 
^*  stay  with,  the-  rest  a  little  longer,  if  you 
*^  can  depend  upon  knowing  the  movements  of 
**  the  Enemy.  I  propose  this,  as,  were  you  at 
once  to  retire,  it  would  encourage  the  Enemy 
to  push  at  once  on  Hope  and  me,  and  prevent 
Qur  junction ;  which  is  the  more  necessary, 
as  I  must  stop  upon  the  frontier  of  Portugal, 
^*and  epver  Lisbon  as  long  as  possible.  On 
^'  your  arrival  at  Corunna,  you  will  of  course 
^^  embark,  and  sail  fdr  the  Tagus,  where  orders 
'^, shall  be  waiting  for  you.  Write  immediately ' 
^'  to  England,  and  give  notice  of  what  we  ate 
*^  doing ;  and  beg  that  transports  may  be  sent 
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^^  to  Lisbon :  they  will  be  wanted ;  fiwr^  wheii 
^^  the  French  have  Spain^  Portugal  cannot  b« 
*^  defended. 

^*  I  remain  sincerely,  &c, 

"  John  Moore/* 

^^  This  letter,  though  of  the  same  date,  is 
written  on  the  evening  of  the  day  on  which  I 
wrote  by  Baron  Tuyle, 
"  You  will  use  your  discretion  as  to  sending 
the  cavalry  by  sea,  or  through  Portugal.  I 
*^  shall  not  want  them  here,  if  I  can  get  the 
two  Regiments  with  Hope.  J.  M. 


(( 


<( 


,  ^^  You  will  go  to  Lisbon  ^vith  the  whole  of 
*^  your  force ;  the  two  regiments  of  cavalry 
"  included,  not  yet  disembarked;  imless  you 
"  should  receive  orders  fitun  England  to  the 
*^  contrary*  J.  M .'' 

Sir  John  Moore  to  Lieut. --General  Hope. 

'fSatamanca,  ffStk  Nov.  18M. 
*^  MY  DEAR  HOPE,  ' 

"I  HAVE  received,  by  Mr.  Vaughan, 
"  the  letters  from  Madrid,  which  you  Imd  very 
"  properly  opened. 

'^  After  due  consideration^  I  have  determiii]^ 
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"  to  give  the  thing  up/  and  to  retire.    ^It  waj 
*^  my  wlsK  to  have  run  great  risks  to  fulfil  what 
^^  I  conceive  to  be  the  wishes  of  the  people  of 
"  England,  and  to  give  every  aid  to  the,  Spa- 
*^  nish  cause ;  but  they  have  shown  themselves 
^'  equal  to  do  so  little  for  themselves — their 
^^  two  principal  armies  having  allowed  them- 
^^  selves  to  be  thus  beaten  and  dispersed  with- 
^'  out  almost  an  ieffort — it  would  only  be  sacri- 
*^  ficing  the  Aimy,  without  doitifg  any  good  to 
Spain^  to  oppose  it  to  such  nuitibers  as  must 
now  be. brought  against  us:  besides,  I  take 
for  granted  a  junction  with  Baird  is  out  of 
^'  the  question ;  and,  perhaps,  with  you,  pro- 
"  blematical ;  as  there  must  be  troops  at  Bur- 
^^  gos,  which  must  now. push  on  to  intercept 
"  us.     I  shall  write  this  night  to  Baird  to  fall 
^*  back  on  Corunna.     I  wish  you,  if  possible, 
*^  by  forced  marches,  and  in  larger  bodies,  to 
^^  push    by  Penaranda   or   Albfi^   de  Tormesj 
*^  whence,    according    to    circumstances,    you 
*^  may  join  me  here,   or   march  at  once   on 
^^  Ciudad  Rodrigb.    Should  yoa,  however,  from 
any  thing  which  comes  to  your  own  know- 
ledge, deem  it  unsafe  to  push  on  to  me,  you 
are  at  liberty  to  use  your  discretion,  and  fall 
^^  hack  on  Guardarama  and  Madrid.     It  must, 
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"however,  be  my  wish,  that,  if,  possible,  you 
"  should  join  me ;  for,  as  I  must  stop  on  the 
"  ffonlier  of  Portugal,  I. shall  be  in  much  want 
*^  of  your  aid,  and  that  of  your  corps ;  but  J 
"  leave  you  a  discretion  that  you  may  use, 
"  should  you  see,  which  I  do  not  at  present 
"  see,  a  great  probability  of  your  being  inter- 
"  cepted.  This  is  a  cruel  determination  for  me 
^'  to  make  -^  I  mean,  to  retreat ;  but  I  hope  you 
<^  will  think  the  circumstances  such  as  demand 
^^  it.  I  shall  take  measures  for  £allii^  back; 
*^  but  I  shall  stay  at  this  place  as  long  as  I  can* 
"  Provisions  we  shall  want  in  Portugal ;  and 
^^  if  you  could  get  carts,  and  send  the  provisions 
"  collected  at  Penaranda  to  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  it 
'*^  would  be  an  objects  It  is  unnecessaty  that  it 
"  should  be  known,  the  determination  we  are 
^*  come  to ;  other  reasons  may  be  given  for  your 
*>  changing  your  march.  ^ 
*'  Sincerely,  &c. 

<^  John  Moore.'* 

"  P.  S.    Napier    arrived  as  I  had  finished 

"  my  letter  to  you,  which  is  enclosed.     You 

^^  seem  to  have  foreseen  my  wishes;  I  have, 

f'  therefore,  nothing  to  add  at  present.     I  shall 

"  write  to  you  by  Napii^r  in  the  morning ;  and 
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^^  shall  think  of  a  movement  towards  you,  should 
^'  it  appear  necessary.  The  French  have  only 
^^  a, corps  of  cavalry  at  Valladolid." 

It  thus  appears  that  Sir  John  Moore  took  the 
resolution  of  retreating,  without  waiting  for 
Mr.  Frere's  answer  to  his  letter  pf  the  27th. 
The  defeat  of  Castanos  had  totally  altered  the 
question ;  and  the  situation  of  the  Army  ad? 
mitted  of  no  delay :  'for,  if  Buonaparte  should 
4etach  his  most  advanced  corps  against  the  Bri- 
tish, General  Hope  might  possibly  be  inter- 
cepted, and  Sir  David  Baird  might  be  hotly 
pursued,  and  suffer  loss  in  the  embarkation. 

He  then  assembled  the  General  Officers,  and 
showed  them  the  intelligence  he  had  received, 
and  the  plan. he  had  adopted.  He  told  the 
Generals,  "that  he  had  not  called  th^m  toge- 
^/  ther  to  request  their  counsel^  or  to  induce 
^/  them  to  commit  themselves  by  giving  any 
^^  Oj^inion  upon  the  subject.  ♦  He  took  the  re- 
^^  sponsibility  entirely  upon  himself;  and  he 
^^  only  required  that  they  would  immediately 
"  prepare  for  carrying  it  into  effect.*' 

It  ought  to  be  mentioned,  that  the  idea  of 
retreating  was  vers'  generally  disapproved  of  at 
Salamanca  by  the  Army.  The  murmurs  against 
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it  from  Officers  of  rank  were  heard  in  every 
quarter.  Even  the  Staff  Officers  of  Sir  John 
Moore's  family  lamented  it ;  and,  for  the  first 
time,  doubted  the  wisdom  of  his  decision.  He, 
however,  afterwards  learnt,  that  General  Hope 
agreed  with  him  completely  on  this,  as  on  all 
other  pbints. 

The  following  letter  signified  his  intentions 
to  Mr.  Frere  and  Mr,  Stuart. 

Sir  John  Moore  to  Mr.  Stuart. 

^^  Salamanca^  29th  Nov.  180ft, 
"  MY  DEAR  SIR, 

"  I  HAD  determined  to  unite  this 
^'  Armv,  if  possible,  and  to  try  what  could  be 
'^  done  for  the  Spaniards;  though,  I  own,  I 
saw  but  little  chance  of  being  able  to  do  much 
good.  I  had  ordered  Baird,  though  ^1  his 
corps  could  not  be  at  Astorga  until  the  4th, 
to  march  with  such  part  as  already  are  there 
"  to  Benavente,  on  the  1st  of  December;  and, 
'*  on  that  day,  I  was  to  march  myself  \3\  ith  a 
^'  corps  from  this  to  Toro,  and  to  send  others 
*'  to  Zamora.  Hope  was  to  have  marched  to 
^*  Tordesillas,  and  we  should  have  taken  up  a 
"  line  upon  the  Duero,  to  cover  the  amval  of 
^'  our  stores,  and  then  to  have  acted  according 
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.^^  to  circumstances:  but  the  destruction  of 
"  Castanos's  army,  announced  by  your  letter 
^*  which  Mr.  Vaughan  brought  to  me  yesterday 
*^  afternoon  changes  the  case.  My  junction 
*^  with  Baird  is  no  longer  practicable  j  but,  if 
it  was,  the  little  resistance  made  by  thjB 
Spanish  armies  gives  no  hope  of  our  doirig 
any  good.  We  should  nOw  have  the  greatest 
"  force  of  the  Enemy  to  encounter  single- 
"  handed,  and  this  we  are  hot  equal  to.  I  • 
"  have,  therefore,  come  to  the  determination 
^^  to  retire.  I  have  ordered  Baird  to  fall  back 
upon  Corunna.  I  shall  endeavour  to  unite 
with  Hope,  and  retire  upon  the  frontier  of 
*^  Portugal.  '  1  shall  be  at  hand  to  return,  if 
"  affairs  take  a  more  favourable  turn ;  or  the 
**  Army  may  be  tijmsported  by  me  to  some 
"  other  pointy  where  they  may  still  be  useful j 
^*  if' this 'Government  be  overset,  and  another 
*^  rises  up,  directed  by.  men  of  more  ability. 
.  ^^  Mr.  Vaughan  sets  off  to-day  for  Corunna. 
-  *^  If  you  can  possibly  send  me  any  money  to 
''  Almeida^  do  it.         ' 

^^  I  send  this  by  Colonel  Lopez,  \vho,  as 
"  y^t,  knows  not  the  misfortune  which  has  be- 
<^  fallen  Cabstanos,  nor  of  my  resolution..  ^ 
^^  Believe  me  always^  &c. 

"  John  Moore.'' 
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.  ^^  I  address  this  to  you.;  you  Will  of  course; 
^^  ttiake  a  communication  to.  Mr.  Frere.'' 

Two  days  afterwards,  when  Sir  John  Moope 
was  waiting  for  the  arrival  of  General  ^ope's 
Corps,  at  Salamanca,  he  wrote  to  Mr.  Stuart  a 
more  full  explanation  of  his  motives. 

Sir  John  Moore  to  Charles  Stum^ty  Esq. 

"  Salumaneay  1st  DecemJbery  I  SOS. 
^*  MY  BEAR  SIK, 

"  Generax  Hope  forwarded  to  mc 
f  f  your  letter  of  the  29th,  ai>d  I  received  it  last 
If  nights 

''  My  letter  to  you  of  the  29th,  after  I  had 
^*  seen  Mr.  Vaughan,  would  inform  you  of  the 
^*  resolution  I  had  come  to.  It  was  with  re- 
i^  luotance^  you  may  believe,  that  I  formed 
"  such  a  determination ;  but  I  had  im)  altera 
^^  native  4  and  reflection  since  has.  confirmed 
^^  me  in  the  opimon,  that  I  have  done  right. 
^^  There  is  nothing  so  easy,  as  for  the  Junta, 
"  with  their  pens,  to  form  armies ;  and  they 
"s  have,  I  see,  in  this  manner,  collected  one  of 
^^  eighty  thousand  men  in  Leon.  But  Ro- 
**  mana,  whom  they  have  put  down  at  twenty 
^'  thousand;  has  only  five  thousand  fugitiYes 


Digitized 


by  Google 


121 

*^  from  Bkke^  without  arms^  clothing,  sCbres^ 
^^  or  axnmuiiitiou ;  without  oirgam2aiSo%  o^ 
^^ofiKeers  to  make  any$  the  solars  neithje^ 
^^  didcipiined,  nor  (Romana  conipXuns)  sos- 
"  ceptible  of  taking  any  ;^  wlien  i^cdked,  they 
^  go  off.  TTle  Junta  neglected  the  opportunity 
^^  to  form  arinies,  and  to  prepare  the  Provinces; 
*^  before  the  arrival  of  the  French  wii^ree-^ 
'^  ments ;— it  is  now  too  late  under  the  beafds 
^*  of  a  victcHious  Enemy ;  and  Spain  has  no 
"  chance  now  but  from  a  force,  if  oaUel^ted  in 
"  the  South,  and  at  a  distance^  i  consider 
*^  this  letter,  aiad  that  which  I  wrote  to  yoti 
"  on  the  ^2dth,  as  if  writteti  to  Mr.  Ffere,  an4 
^^  as  $uch,  1  beg  you  Will  have  the  goodness  to 
^^  communicate  them  to  him.  I  continiie  iri 
^Vthe  some  detenmnation  I  wasin  then,' with 
respect  to. my  own  moviement,  which  will 
iske  plaice  the  moment  that  General  H<:^e.is 
out  of  danger;  but  he  has  found  it  necessary 
^^  to  go  round  by  AviUa>  whence  I  hope  he  will 
*^  he  able  to  join  me.  I  have  not?  heard  from 
^  Sir  l^avid  Baird  since  my  letter  to  him  by 
^^Mr.  Vaugkan;  but,  as  he  was  >  prepared,  I 
V  take  iot  granted  he  has  cfimmenced  his  move- 
*^  ments  on  Cdnmlla.  'Hie  xroiftmunication 
^^  with  Madrid  is  become  less  secure  from  the 
^^  incursdons  of  the  Enemy's  cavalry ;  I  cannot^ 
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"  therefore,  eater  into  more  particulars  j^  but  i^ 
f^  the  Spaniards  make  head^.  I  conisei^e  itbe 
^*  British  ifoxoc  can  stilly,  in.one,  way  lOrauotiber, 
^^  be  taken  to  their .  aa$istanee.  .  I 'am  sorry 
^f  wh^  Hope: sent  Mr,  Smith  to. Madrid-  * 
*     ,*       *       *       * :     *       *       *!      *i    that 

*^  he  did  not  give  .him  ; special,  instiractions: 
^VMr.  Kennedy  writes  to  him  by  this  oppor- 
"  tunity.  But  sueh  is  our  want  of  money,  that 
^^  if  it  can  be  got  at  a  hmidred  per  ceifii.  we 
"  must  have  it ;  do  therefore,  if  possible,  send 
"me  some  at. any  rate;  but  it  must  make  a 
^^  circuit  by  AviUa,  at  least ;  and,  if  Smith-  is 
"  still  at  Madrid,  I  wish  you  would  tell  him 
^^  frojn  jDQ^,  that  he  cannot  render  such  service 
f^  as  by  bringing,  money  at  any  discount. 

*rThe  Enemy  do  not,  at  present, \seem  io 
*^  have  any  thing,  but  cavalry  on  t^is  side  of 
*^  Vi^adolid;^  they  ;certainly  have  a  divisk>n  at 
*^  Burgbs,  .and.  the  thirty  thtmsand  firom  Fraace 
^^  will  be  there  shortly;  and  theywiU  detach 
"  from  the  .araay  which  has  defeated  Castanos ; 
"  and  may  have  done  so  already,  tmless  they 
^*  ftfst  choose  to  enter  Madrid..  It  is  from  the 
"  Centre  and  South,  that  an  leflFort  sl^uld  be 
^'  looked  for:  in  this  quarter  the.  business  is 
*'  up,  and  the  people  without  eiithusiasm  think 
*'  they  have  nothing  left  for  it,  but  to  submit 
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'  **  The  armies,  you  see,  are  also  without  eii- 
*^  tbttsiaam,  or  even  common  obstinacy — ^they 
"  jAo  not  stand — and  the  individuals  we  see 
"  passing  as  fugitives  ttfe  not  ashamed,  nor  are 
**  they  thought  ill  of  by  the  people,  nor  indig- 
^'  nation  excited.  In  this  province,  and  it  is 
"  probably  the  45ame  in  others,  there  is  nahead 
*^  to  direct—the  Captain-general  Pignatelli  is' 
^^  a  weak  old  man.  A  man  of  a  firm  and  active 
^*  mind '  could,  by  taking  the  •  means  whii^h'^ 
^^  exist,  have  done  >much.  '  At  Zamora  thiere 
<-*raTe  three  or  four  th^iteandsland^'^f^ arms,  in 
<^i other  places* there vinay  bemov^.  '^>I§th^j  re- 
i*  mam  collected  ini^tiwnn^  th^  wflli^  taketi 
"  by  the  Enemy,  for  Ihe  ^Wnk  wilt  niake  nix 
^  defence;  but  if /put  int^' th^  hands  W  1*[6^ 
peasants,  with  ammunition,  thejr  Wiwldpf^- 
tect  their  property,  kill  small  parties  and 
stragglers,  and  harass  the  Enemy ;  ^  ai^d, 
when  assembled  ^t  ariy  time  in  bodies,  they 
wduld  forni  the  best  materials  for  an  army. 
^^  This  and  a  thousand  measures  could  be 
'^adopted,  if  the  Junta  had  seleteted  men  to' 
^^  employ;  but  they,  have  acted  with  all  the 
^*  imbec^ity  of  an  did  established  weak'govem- 
^*  ment  of 'the  old  regime.  Lord  William  is 
^^  this  moment  arrived,  having  narrowly  es- 
^^  caped  being  taken  at  Arevalo, 
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^^  I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  you  arid  Mn 
^^  Frere ;  but  your  messenger  mitfrf:  be  cauidous^ 
^^and  advance  on  information  of  the  £n^my. 
^^  I  have  the  honour,  &c. 

"  John  Moorb/' 

On  the  2d  of  December  Sir  John  Moore  re- 
ceived ample  dispatches;  all  softening  tlie 
Ip^sies  of  the  .Spaniards,  and  giving  more  fa- 
YP«tmble  accounts  of  their  remaining  resources. 
Mr.  Stufiit  was  in  regular  communication  with 
Morla,  as  is  mentiwied  formerly.  The  priu'- 
cipftl  part  of  the  intelligenoe  contained  in  the 
^^llowing  lettw  Vas  iErom.  him.  Mr.  Stoart 
i^armteis  aljL^  hM  heard,  but  with  great  good 
jiense  doeb  not  vientuire.to  give  an  opmion  upon 
the  militaty  movements. 

'  ^arle^  Stuart y  Esq.  to  Sir  John  Moore. 

"  Maiiidf  50  Niw.  1 809. 


V'i 


/'  MY  DJQAH  GfiKBRAI., 


"I  HAVE  this  momwt  received 
*^  ypi^r's,  dated  the  89th,  announcing  a  de- 
^'_  teyminatian  to  retire  on  the  fre»tier  of 
"  Portu^i  in^  jcf>nsequenc^  of  the  intelligence 
conveyed  through  M^  Vaiighan  fe^iecting 
the  army  of  Castanos.     I,  have  tojnform 
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^^  you   that  two  other  Officers  have  amved 
"  from  Arragon,  by  whom  the  Government 
^^  have  received  accounts  somewhat  more  fa- 
^^  vourable.    Having  however  received  nothing 
^^  from  Graham,    Whittingham,    and  Doyle,'' 
"  and  being  equally  deprived  of  letters  frt)m 
**  the  Sitio  since  they  came,  I  cannot  say  to 
"  what  extent  matters  are  retrieved*     I  know^ 
*^  however,  that  the  Enemy  have  made  three 
^^  attacks  on   San  Juan  near  Sepulveda,   and 
*^  have  been   as  often  repulsed.     And,    fix)m 
<^  the    large    force,    particularly    of    cavalry, 
^^  which   were    Engaged  in  the^  late  afiair  at 
f^  Boarja  and  Tudela,  it  is  impossible  they  can 
".  have  any  thing  so  considerable  as  General 
*^  Hope    represents   in   the  neighbourhood   of 
''  Valladolid  and  Olmedo.     They  have  10,000 
*^  cavalry,  in   Spain:  1500   are  at   Sepulveda. 
"  If,    therefore,     4500    were    in    Valladolid, 
^^  there'  would  remain  but  few  on  the  other 
*^  points  tfiey  have  so  lately  attacked.     Every 
"  report  brought  in  here  states,  that  several 
"  small   parties  are  scattered  in  Castile,    for 
^^  the  purpose  of  obtaining  provisions,  gaining 
*'  ^telligenoe,  and  inspiring  terror  throughout 
^^  the   province.     And    this    accord^s    so   well 
with  all  the  positive  intelligence  ^^hich  has 
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"reached  us,  that   I  really  helieve  it  to  he 
^  true. 

^*  You  must,  however,  certainly  know  hest 
^^  the  chances  of  effecting  a  junction  hetween 
^^^  your  different  divisions ;  and  it  does  not  be- 
*'  come  me  to  hazard  an  opinion  on  the  subject. 
f ^  With  respeci,  however,  to  the  consequences 
^^  of  their  distinct  retrc^rade  movements,  I  can 
**  tell  you,  that  they  are  very  likely  to  produce 
"an  effect  here,  not  less  serious  than  the  most 
*^  decisive  victory  on  the  part  of  the  Enemy ; 
*^  and  I  shall,  I  o\m,  be  surprised,  if  a  change 
"  of  government  is  not  the  immediate  conse- 
"  quence,  when  the  reasons  for  your  retreat 
"  are  knomi/' 

A  part  is  here  omitted,  which  chiefly  con- 
sists of  observ^ations  on  the  Paymaster's  de- 
partment.    He  then  goes  on— ^ 

"  I  had  written  thus  far,  when  I  saw  Morla, 
^^  who  informs  me,  that  Castanos  is  bringing 
"  the  greater  part  of  his  force,  though  he  did 
"  not  say  what,  from  Calatayud  to  Siguenza, 
"  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  a  junction  with 
"  San  Juan.  Reports  from  the  latter  add, 
"^^  that  the  French  have  reinforced  iheir  corps 
*^  at  Sepulveda,  and  that  he  expected  to  be 
"  attacked  yesterday  or  to-day. 
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^^  He  has^  received  an  addition  of  four  new 
^^  regiments ;  and  on  the  result  of  the  affair 
^'  about  to  take  place,  it  is  thought  his  union 
"  with  Castanos  will  depend.  He  likewise, 
*^  tells  me  again,  that  he  believes  the  Enemy 
*^  have  merely  sm9.ll  parties  throughout  Cas- 
^^  tile,  not  sufficient  to  impede  the  union  of 
"  your  divisions.  He  declares  that  his  report 
"  from  Olmedo  merely  mentioned  the  arrival 
^^  of  thirty  dragoons  in  that  village,  which 
"  were  detached  from  Valladolid ;  where  he 
^^  insists  that  their  present  force  is  not  suffi- 
^*  ciently  considerable  to  impede  your  move- 
^^  ments.  He  added,  that,  according  to  the 
"  declarations  of  prisoners,  Buonaparte  is  at 
*'  Burgos; 

^*  You  will  take  all  this  as  it  is  given.  He 
"  declares  he  speaks  on  official  reports,  and  ^ 
'^  your  own  accounts  will  enable  you  to  ascer- 
"  tain  how  far  it  is  worthy  of  credit.  This 
^^  much  is  certain,  that  the  accounts  of  the 
"Enemy  are  magnified,  both  by  their  own 
"  details  and  by  the  fear  inspired  in  the 
"country.  If  it  be  true  that  Buonaparte  is 
"  at  Burgos;  it  certainly  looks  like  a  great 
*^  effort  either  on  the  side  of  Somosierra  or 
*^  Valladolid ;   though   Segovia  would   appear 
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<^  to  be  his  object,  if  his  cavalry  9are  pushed 
*^  beyond  the  latter  town. 
"  Truly  yours, 

"  Charles  Stuart." 

After  perusing  these  alleviating  details,  oil 
the  authority  of  Morla,  the  following  dispatch 
was  opened. 

Mr.  Frere  to  Sir  John  Moore. 

"  Aranjuez,  Nov.  30,  1808. 
"  SIR, 

*^  I  HAD  just  written  my  other  letter 
**  of  this  date  when  I  received  a  messenger 
*^  from  Mr.  Stuart  with  the  communication  c^ 
^^  a  note  addressed  to  him,  but  intended  equdly 
^**  for  myself.  I  do  not  know  that  I  can  in 
*^. any  way,  express  with  less  oiFence  the  entire 
*^  difference  of  our  opinions  on  the  subject  of 
^  it,  than  by  forwarding  what  I  had  already 
*^  written  in  the  ignorance  of  the  determi- 
*^  nation  which  you  had  already  taken. 
^^•I  have  the  honour,  &c. 

"  J.  H.  Frerb.'*^' 

As  Sir  John  Moore's  4etter  to  Mr.  Frere, 
previous  to  his  knowing  the  defeat  of  Castaiios, 
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letters  were  written  in  most  resjifei*tftil  teiins, 
it¥*a»^fi*i;i«siih!fe  *ir  hkn^'  >ekpect  such  an 
att4%W*.  •  Ilif' iVe?fe  appekrs  n6t  to^  l)e  at  all 
ikltiif^  of  iliiw^  itmdh  iinpdrtance  it  is  for  a 
lM8ttiSt<*  ttt  *l-08i«rtiih  the  ebullition^  bf  temper. 
f*ft:wh«t»iy'*»«f!ftitoea  itt  that' ^liicfe  follows 
vmAA  efeftftkily'  te  ^'  15k%  to  produce  con- 
viction in  the  mind  of'  YAi  Correspahdent,  liad 
il!e;4bi^fe«terb*6ft^ttHi4t«6d/  ^  ^ 


M.>:; 


,;  Mr.^Fr^e  to  Sir  John  ^ 


'-^i  ^'  '-'       •  -^'    •   '♦'  •       *}Aranjuas,  Nov.  30,  iWS. 

,1.  ■  .'l  "  yo«  will  find  inoigtsed  ii  letter/  df 
f  S^hi^fa  I  <i»iA  it  right  t0  ay>  that  if  tiwrt 
<^  app9»rs  aoy  tibtb^  in  the  fi^rm  or  mtidk  df 
lVti;mtnpltdbg  k  wbieh  may  appmr  ddiaeili  in 
1^  re^dt;  it  is,  I  «m  persvuded,  wholly  miiin- 
f^^iMp<»^^;  and  trusting  to  ^yomf  mndftut 
^'  i0i/^  SiMing  it  in  tiiiat  lights  I  hav6  not  tbtEwght 
i^^i^  .W6a*|h  while  to  make  any  ranrark  ta  Mh 

^*  T%i*  It^logy  is  cnri<Stt9,  and  shews  thstt  Mr.  Frere 
liiMght'tb^  moiSt  delicMe  evptesskins  oaght  dlone  to  be 
#{|iploj;f<}  tQ  iheCoodix^Bder  q{  the  jforces ; — thcm^h  Mh 
^ar^y's  l^tfer^  which  foUpws,  does  jaot  ^piUMT  to  rtfiiztt 
any  apology;. 
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^'.Giwy  oil  the  apparent  dryness  rf  his  tom- 
"  municatidii. 

"  Respecting  Mr,  Escalante,  it  may  be  pyo- 
*'  per  that  you  shoiiW  know,  that  he  is  under- 
*'  stood  to  have  behawd  very  unfiadrly  towards 
*^  General  Castanos.  I  mcaition.tlnS  only  as  it 
"  may  lead  you  to  admit  his  c^inion  on  subjects 
*^  connected  with  that  General's  ccmduct  with 
«  some  degree  of  cautioa. 

"  In  what  I  said  respecting  a  retnat  up<m 
*^  Portugal,  I  wished  to  confine  myself  to  a 
**  simple  political  opimon;  which,  supposing 
^*  other  considerations  hot  to  be  decidedly  ad* 
**  verse,  rnight,  I  thought,  determine  for  a  re- 
"treat  upon  Galicia,  or  the  strong  country 
"  about  Astoiga,  in  preference  to  Portugal, 
*^  8U[^sing  of  course  a  retreat  to  have  been 
^^  determined  upon  as  absolutely  nebessary^ 

^*  If,  however,  you  do  me  the  honour  to  cioa- 
^^sultmerespectingthegeneral  state  of  the  iioun* 
"  try,  and  the  m^ans  of  resistance  to  be  expected 
**  from  it,  I  should  say  that  the  provinces  which  ' 
"  you  have  hitherto  seen  are  of  all  Spain  tht 
^^  least  distinguished  for  a  military,  patriotic,  or 
^^  provincial  spirit  No  man  ever  caljb'  Inmself 
^^  a  Leonese.  The  Junta  of  that  province  (A 
^*  the  time  when  Galicia  and  Astttria  were 
^<  kidding  deputies,  and  seemed  to  be  almost 
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}^  pttttii^  tUem$elve$  oii  the  footing  of  ii^uii^tt^ 
/^  dent  states)  <|uietly  gave  their  f^ll  powers  to 
.^^  the  Asturian3y  and  acquiesced  in  what  they 
^^  d^termin^  land  ohtaioefl  for  them.  With  the 
.^^  «3pQeption  of  La  Mancha  and  the  city  of  Ma-- 
^f  dfid,  the  sa;Ene  description  will  apply  to  nearly 
^^  the  whole  of  Old  and  New  Castile. 

^f  In  the  course  of  the  late  events  they  have 
^'  been  wholly  passive^  and  have,  seen  their 
^'country  successively^occupied  by  tl^  stronger 
1^  party.  And  indeed  it  is  difficult  to  blame 
*"  them :  .hying  in  open  villages,  in  vast  plains, 
./*  nvitl^ut  arms,  and  without  horses,  they  have 
fSneitJier  the  means  of  defence  or  escape. 

r  **  Yet  even  here  we  ha,ve  seen  that  the  towns 

/^,  .are  abandoi^ed  at  the  approach  of  the  French; 

^[  that  no  magistrate  has  been  brought  over  to 

^VtyJ&e  an  oath  qf  allegiance  to  the  Pretender; 

.5^  nor  have  the  French  beeii  able  to  enlist  a  sin* 

^*gle  soldier. 

,  "  The  whole  of  this  country  has  in  all  times 
/*  helonged  to  the  party  which  was  superior  in 
^*  cavalry ;  while,  in  the  extremities  of  the  king« 
*^  dpm,  powers  in  every  respect  inferior  have  been 
/^  able  to  protract  tiieir  independence  for  ages. 

"  From  every  thing  that  I  cin  Xeam  of  the 
>^  dispo«tion  o£  the  other  provinces^  thojaeein 
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'*'  teitied  spirit  ^,^hkli  evfen  itiithd  *Teftt  of  the 
*^  defeat  bfth^fevi^i  Which  th^y  Stile  ta^ditigfbr 
**the  genettl'  defeiice  df  thfe^  kirtgdofirt;  iv^uld 
le^d  th^ln  itMiyidiiflUy  t6  edntitm^  H^^^ie 
resii*t^rice,i  under  thte  direction  of  tHfe^'  ^sWjfia- 
rate  Juntas,  TVith  1^u6h  ^{lil^ta<f6e  lii^  -Ei^lind 
^/  dould  aflbtd  th^tti,  %  ftotims;  diserifltexTia- 
^^tibns,  &c.  i^ni  it  mulit;  I  apjitWheUtd, '  lie 
•^  the  wish  of  Government,  on  eV(6ry*WcWiin<:, 
^*  to  prevent  things  fntof  being .  bi^ciuglrf;:  td  ^I's 
'*  extremity.  There  feeem  to*  bfe'  ^  t%tv  nn^i^  of 
'^''acting  with  this  view :  bhe  wWih  yiHi  Justly 
state  io  be  of  giieater  hd.2ard,  iha^thi^ch  ats  we 
^  t^flfectively  place  ourselves  in  die\Jitnvfet%f  the 
Spctiiiards ;  but,  as  yotT'c/bsierveat  the  isame 
*^*  tiine  with  great  tnith,  iMls  may  be'tVoltbiy  of 
**  risk,  if  the'peJoplb  df  Spain  t^nd  ifeeir  Go- 
""'^  yetmnent  hare  sufficient  eneigy  to  Ir^iKrer 
^from  their  late  defeats.  Of  the  peopfe  Ihitve 
^^  hd  doibf:  the  Government  are  n^,  and 
^*  have  l)een  hitherto  too  numerous' to 'be  Very 
^*i  active ;  but  I  trust  that  this  inc6riveniehce  will 
^  soon  be  remedied.  .  'Hiey  are  resqlt(tib/and,  I 
^^  bcMeVe,  every  man  of  them  deterihiitfed4!0f  pe- 
^*  iii^H  with  the  ieouiitry.  They  wiff  not  at  least 
"^^  "s^t  the  example  .  (wiiich  the  intHfag  powers 
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^l  ^  bigke^^ordeaPftfrf  other  €wn*rie»  have«x- 


hibite^)  of  i^fe^ne^$  amJ  tioudity. 

The  military  system  is  qertainiy  deleciiye 

in  it3  two  main  points^  reward  and  puhish- 
"  ment;  but  the  circum/stances  of  the  timet^ 
^^  must  prove  the  necessity  o^  varying  from  the? 
'^  old  system  in  4us  respect;  and  I  am  peii^uaded 
"  that  yoljr  representation  on  this,  aa  on  all 
^^  other  points,  would  be  listened  to  with  the 
V  greatest  deference.  '  .  '  '^ 

If  you  sh<>uld  determine  upon  matching 

into  Spain,  exclusive  of  the  -importance  of 

covering  the  capital,  there  are,  I  think,  great 
^^  advantages  tvhich  would  Iresult  from  hasteni^g 
^^  the  measure.  We  have  now  in  New  Castile 
"  an  army  of  20,000  men,  upon  which  Casta-* 
"  nos  (as  you'  \\all  see)  ii?  falling  back.  Rein- 
"  forcements  tire  passing  through  here  eyery 
*^  day  from  the  provinces  j  and  the  addition  of 
^*  the  British  would  give  a  force  yery  much,  I 
^*  should  apprehend^  superior  to  any  thiog 
^^  which  the  French  would  be  able  to  assemble- 
^^  by  that  time ;  especially  having  a  strong  - 
^*  country  in  arms  against  them,  to  their  left  the 
^^  whole  way  from  the  Pyrennees. 

*^  There  is  besides  at  present  a  great  dehty  in 
^*  the  arrival  of  the  reinforcements  which  were 
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^'  promised  them ;  and  which,  if  they  had  been 
*^  sent,  would  by  this  time  hfiivc  composed  an 
^^  eoormous  fibroe. 

^^  There  are  reports  that  the  resistance  to  the 
^*  conscription  has  been  much  more  obstinate 
*'  than  usual ;  and  the  pastoral  lietter  of  the^ 
^^  Bishop  of  Carcassone  seems  to  imply  that 
*^  such  reports  cannot  be  wholly  groundless* 

^*  Every  ^eat  efibrt  on  the  part  of  France 
^*  Jias  been  preceded  by  a  similar  interval  of 
^^  weakness  and  internal  disturbance ;  an  ad- 
^^  vantage,  therefore,  which  should  be  obtained 
^^  at  the  present  moment  would  be  doubly  valu- 
^*  able,  inasmuch  as  it  would  render  a  conscrip- 
"  tion  for  a  third  attempt  infinitely  difficult,  if 
*'  not  impracticable.  But  if,  on  the  other  hand, 
'^  the  French  are  allowed  with  their  present 
'^  forces  to  retain  their  present  advantages,  and 
^^  to  wait  the  completion  of  their  conscription, 
*^  they  would  pour  into  Spain  with  a  number  of 
^5  troops  which  would  give  them  immediate  pos* 
*^  session  of  the  capital  and  the  central  province!^. 

^f  The  war  would  then  be  reduced  to  an  abso- 
^*  lute  competition  between  the  two  countries 
f '  which  wpuld  stand  put  longest  a^aienst  the 
^*  waste  of  population,  enormous  as  it  must  be 
f^  on  both  sides. 
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"  I  cannot  but  t^ink^  therefore,  that  cqnai* 
"  derations^  both  of  policy  and  generosity  call 
upon  us  for  an  immediate  ejfFort. 
"  If,  however,  this  view  of  the  subject  should 
not  appear  to  you  sufficiently  clear  or  conclu* 
siVe  to  induce  you  to  take  a  step  which  would, 
**  I  am  well  convinced  (since  you  do  me  the . 
*^  honour  to  refer  to  me  on  that  subject)  meet^ 
'^  with  the  approbation  of  His  Majjesty^s  Govern- 
^'  ment,  I  would  venture  to  recommend  retain- 
*^  ing  the  position  oF  Asforga.  A  retreat  from 
**  that  place  to  Corunna  would  (as  iar  as  an  lin* 
<^  military  man  may  be  allowed  to  judge  of  a 
5^  country  which  he  has  travelled  over)  be  less 
*^  difficult  than  through  Portugal  to  Lisbon; 
*^  and  we  ought  in  that  position  to  wait  for  the  ^ 
"  reinforcements  of  cavalry  from  England ; 
**  which  would  enable  the  army  to  act  in  the 
*^  flat  country,  which  opens  immediately  from 
*'  that  point,  and  extends  through  the  whole  of 
^^  Leon  and  Old  Castile,  My  political  reasons 
on  this  Head  I  haVe  already  troubled  your  with^ 
"I  mention  this,  however,  merely  as,  in 
^^  my  humble  opinion,  the  least  objectionable, 
"  of  the  two  modes  of  retreat.  Our  first  obr 
*^  ject,  as  it  appears  to  me,  ought  to  be,  to  col- 
'^  lect  a  force  capable  of  repulsing  the  French 
^*  before  they  receive  their  reinforcements. 
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13ie  caving  an^^pfptfctiiig  149^4^  is 
[  purely  a  point  of  gr9a,t  1^901^11^,  f pf  e^t  in 
Spain,  and0till  more,  in  ^f^ji^  %o4i9>tbe 
West, of  Europe.  It  would  ^ii^,*  iff^%  pi  the 
utmost  importance  fc^  BupQ£)]^arte^  tpbe  able 
^^tci  publish  ;^  decree^  o^r^tp^dat^.^l^t^^  |Fom 
f  Madrid  The  p^c^e  of  jtiif  t9wa  v^.  ftiU  of 
resqliitipn,  auQd2determii;ied.to^.4^^  it^.  iR 
spiti^^of  its.^sita^^tiont  which  .1^  Jii4g^d  to/ be 
^^an  i|jifaypu;rable.  one.  Thia  idet^rmiti^tioR 
*1  ought  surely  to  be  enjcouraged  by  some  sh^w 
*Vof  support.  Th^  siege  of  Madrid  by  a  Pre- 
^^  tender  to  the  throne  would  he,  a  eircum'ist^ee 
^*  decisiye,  against  the  claim^  even  if  in  other 
"respects  it  were  a  legitimate,  one. 

"I  enclose  a.cc^y  of  two  official  reports  &om 
"  Castanps. .  , 

"  Believe  me,  &c. 

The  official  reports  from  Cai^ts^nos  were  siidfel 
descriptions  of  the  actions  at,  Tudela  aa  itrwas 
thought  good  policy  to  present  ite  the  pdublic, 
gai4  were  printed  in  the  SpaiB^  net^ap^eve^. 

A  triLnslsEition  of  the  letter  £ro«i  Mr.  Cranra^s 
announcifig  th^  arrival  of  tw^  3j^a^&J^  Qenti^, 
and  communicating  t^^ir  pow^fs^  ifi  h^r^  $tib^ 
joined-        ....  .i\  ^ 
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Jffk  BrituimU  M^st^v  «^  -^ih*    ;  . 

'       '  '  i  ■  •     .       •  .  "  "  '  •  * 

^^  MpST  EXCELJLENT  SIB, 

^^  The  .  Supreme,  Junta  wishing  at; 
^^  once  to  detennine  ou  the  future  operatipus  of 
"  the  English  auxiliary  force,  and  in  order  that 
^*  the  plans  decided  pn  may  be  for  the  greatest 
advantage  of  the  allied  army,  has  selecijied 
persons  whose  character,  knowledge,  and 
military  ejjpwence.,  are  united- with  od^er 
^^.  qualijdes .  necessary  for  those  who  are  to  un- 
^Vd^ri^ke  so  important  a  charge. 

*^  On  this  account  Don  Bentua  Bscalante. 
"Captain-general  of  t]te  Armies  of  GreriSMla, 
^*  and  Brigadi^  I)on  Agustin  Bveno,  kay% 
^*  been  considered  the  most  fit }  axi.dr  they  will 
^*  immediately  set  off  for  Salatpanca,  to  coiQsult 
^^  with  the  English  General^j  ftn4  to  agree  wit^ 
*^  them  on  the  p]an$  ^at  may  be  4\oiigkt  mo§ii^ 
^^  seasoffiable,  and  will  decide  oi|  the  operatio;)S|i 
"  and  other  points  that  n^y  oc^ur :  so  tb^ 
'*  the  tgopps  of  his  Britannip  M^esty  xtx^  ^t 
^^  in  cpnc^ft  with  ours  i  and,  in  a^oeleratiog^ 
^f  t%mJf  cgphined.  movenau^ots,  may  g^void  aU 


*  Vide  Appendix,  S-  p.  58. 
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^^  delays,  so  eontrarj  to  the  noble  and  impor- 
^^  tsnt  cause  of  the  twp  nations,  whose  ^es  of 
/  ^*  friendship  and  alliance  become  more  close  as 

''  their  danger  becomes  greater  and  more  com- 
'*  mon :  and  in  participating  -the  glory,  the 
'^  greatest  part  will  be  due  to  her  generous  ally, 
"  A  copy  of  this  has  been  sent  for  the  guid- 
'*  ance  of  Generals  Escalante  and  Bueno,    . 

^*  Martin  Garay. 

"  4t  AranjutZy  28  NovP 

The  mission  of  these  Spanish  Generals  was 
unquestionably  a  measure  of  Don  Morla's,  to 
'  endeavour  to  prevent  the  retreat  of  the  l^ritisk 
to  the  South, 

They  corroborated  the  statement  made  by 
Mr.  Frere  of  the  strength  of  the  Spanish  armies ; 
asserted  that  they  were  undismayed,  and  aug- 
menting every  hour ;  and  that  General  Saxi 
Juan,  itith  SJO,000  brave  Spaniards,  was  iiv 
possession  of  the  pass  of  Somosierra;  which 
he  had  fortified  so  strongly  as  to  render  the 
approach  to  Madrid  impracticable. 

After  listening  td  this  flattering  statement. 
Sir  John  Moore  exceedingly  surprised  these  Spa- 
nish Generals  by  introducing  to  them  Colonel 
Graham,  who  had  just  brought  certain  accounts 
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that  San  Juan's  corps  had  been  chained  by  A 
body  of  French  cavalry/ and  were  complbtdhjf 
routed ;  and  that  there  was  no  doubt  that  tibe 
French  army  wap  jn  full  march  for  Madrid. 

As  Colonel  iGrlaham  had  supped  the  Ixight 
before  whh^an  Juan,  in  his  way  from  Madrid^ 
his  intelligence  could  not  be  questioned. 

Sir  John  by  his  interrogations  seems  to  have 
completely  sounded  the  depths  of  these  Gene* 
yals'  cp.pacities ;  and,  finding  them  very  igno^ 
Tantof  facts,  was  little  aflfected  by  their  requi^ 
sition  to  move  to  Madrid,  Nor  was  he  altered 
by  Mr.  Frere's  letters ;  one  of  which  was  written 
pnevipus  to  his  knowledge  of  Castauos'  defeat; 
and  the  short  one,  which  was  written  after  that 
event,  contained  no  fresh  information.  He  was 
not  even  shaken  by  Mr-  Stuart's  intelligence; 
but  persisted  in  his  resolution  to  retire,  atid 
waited  only  for  the  arrival  of  General  Hope*^ 

But  Don  Morla,  no  doubt  instigated  by 
Buonaparte,  tried  other  means,  besides  his  in^ 
fluence  with  Mr,  Frere,  to  stop  the  retreat  of 
the  British  Army,  and  to  bring  them  to  the 
neighbourhood  of  Madrid. 

yiTith  this  view,  on  the  2d  of  December,  when 
Mprla  was  inducing  the  inhabitants  to  submit 

*  Vide  Appendix,  T.  p.  59, 
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io  the  Gcttquorar^  who  .was  at  tlie  gates  of 
Madnd^ ;  the  following  dispatch  was  sent  off, 
hj  a  'Government  Messenger.     ' » 

To  His*  Excellency  Sir  John  Mwyre^  Com- 
mqnder  qf  the  ^rmy  qf  ffis  j^itmmic 
Majesty  \.  .  . 

•  •      •  .  *• 

•  *^  MOST  EXCELLENT  SIR, 

*^The  Junta/  Mllltaiy  ^nd  Civil, 
'f*  foimed  of  all  the  united  authorities  of  the 
**  kingdom,  established  in  the  King's  name  for 
**the  defence  of  the  country,  are  threatened 
^  by  the  Enemy ;  and  have  the  honour  to  lay 
^^  before  your  Excellency  a  true  and  just  rejpre* 
*^  seiltation  of  ajSairs  at  this  nioment. 

*^  The  army  which  General  Castanps  com- 
^^  manded,  and  which  amounts  to  about  25,000 
'*'  men^  is  falling  back  on  Madrid  in  the  great- 
/*  est  haste,  to  unite  with  its  garrison ;  and  the 
*^  force  which  was  at  Somosierri  of  10,000  men 
**  also  is  .coming  for  the  same  purpose  to  this 
city,  where  nearly  40,000  men  will  join  witk 
them.  With  this  number  of  troops  the  Ene- 
my's army  which  has  presented  itself,  is  not 
'*^  to  be  feared. 

^  Vide  Appendix,  U.  p.  63. 

t  Vide  Appendix^  Y*  p.  I*.       ♦.,   . 
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"  But  the  Junta,  still  apprehending  an  en- 
"  crease ^.jdiftj^^eb^y'^  C<H:pe^-tO\ilni^^%ith  that 
**  at  hand,  hope  tlmt  yojxr  Excellency,  if  no 
"  ibre^  is  iauatdiately  opposed  to  you,  will  be 
arable  to  fall  back  to  unite  with  ouf  atttty,  or' 
Af|iAe4he<dititetaoti  ^  ifdHofi  the  Year  of  the 
•*f  £niemy.>   .  Aiucl  tfaei  Junta •  amsiioit  ^dcm^,  liiaAt 

**  tkM  tfaeisvMiii  air  the  interaitsi  bf -boih  <tbuntri^ 
fiterpMk         :i!"  •  m  Vff  ^U^  i\.i'  :  .;• '.  'l'\-.i  •- . 
k;.:  MW4fh^seitooflttdemti(^y:\ 

.  ,*fj?.  S»  tj  iihe  JtiAte  is  persdiaded  that  ybut 
*f.S«*l|fiP<^  \^llhhav0  uni^d  with  the  army 

'  This  kttc'r  ^^^  Itt-cA^ltt  to  Salamanca  by  a 
AkmnisSgw '  of  the  Jwms&i  l^&eeta^et  6,  1808. 
Th»  Btiade  ioifi^O&^lihUiKSd  and  jPon  llioitias 
Morla  werevdipii|i6»>tif  jg*  Stt|)rettie  Jtifita 
ebtnurtod  tntfa  >tM  >g6^tmmkm  «f  Madrid  t  and 
dbe  kitterivtiB  ^  .{]*ii4bft  if^p^inted  to^oAeert 
all  'Mihtbiiy  aievJbiMtft  %4tk  th^  Ei^li^  Ge- 
tterid,  tts  ikls  jb«tai  aiehtkc^d. .  While  Bif  Jdin 

ii«l  ChHn^l^M«rA«rted  #li^  thd  MeWiti^^s- 
patches  from  Mr.  Frere. 


Digitized 


by  Google 


ii 


142 

Mr.  Frereto  Sir  John  Mdo^e. 

«  Dec.  8,  jftfArwrtf- 

^^  Though  I  have  little  to  add  of  the 
general  repxeaeaatatiiori  respecting  the  means 
^^of  resistance  at  piesent  existing  in  Spain^ 
^*  which  I  had  the  honour  of  stating  in  my  let- 
"  ter  of  the  30th  of  last  month ;  yet  tl»  report 
^'  which  is  just  brought  me  by  Colonel  Char- 
*^  milly  of  the  state  in  which  he  left  Madrid^ 
'^  is  so  strong  a  cQufirmation,  or^  mot*e  properly 
*^  speaking,  so  much  exceeds  every- thmg  whkh 
^^  I  had  ventured  to  say  of  the  spirit  and  reso- 
^^  littion  of  the  people,  that  I  cannot  forbear 
^^  representing  to  you  in  the  strongest  manner^ 
the  propriety,  not  to  slay  the  neofessity,  of 
supporting  the  determinatipn  of  the  Spanish 
people,  by  all  the  means  whidi  have  been 
^^  entrusted  to  you  for  that. purpose. 

^^  Iliave  no  hesitation  in  taking  upon  myself 
^^  any  degree  of  resppsteibihty  which.mi^, attach 
^^  itself  to  this  advipe;  as  I  ccmsider  tfa^Jate 
^^  of  Spain  as  depending  absolutely  for  the|Nre* 
^^  sent  upon  tlie  decis^Q  which  you  niay  aidopt 
^Vl  f^y  for  the  present;  for  sni^  is, th^ spirit 
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*^  and  character^  the  cQimtry,  that,  even  if 
*^  abandoned  by  the  British,  I  shofuld  by  no 
/^  means  despair  of  their,  ultimate  success. 

"  You.  will  see  by  the  date  of  this  that  the 
^^  Junta  are  reifooved  from  a  situation  in  whicli 
^^  tibey  were  exposed  to  be  made  prisonem. 
^^  they  have  determined  to  retire  to  Bada|fM^; 
^^  where  I  shall  hope  to  :be  honouted  by  your 
*^^  4ns#er. '   /  * 

•    ^^I  have,  &c.  &c. 

-  .   «  J.  a  FlJEEE," 

'  This  letter  was  sdnt  in  to  the  General,  and 
Ccxbnel/Charmilly,  the  bearer,  pressfed  vehe- 
mently to  see  him;  ^serting  that  he  had  im- 
portaat  communication^to  make.  Sir  JFohn at 
length  came' out  fitmi  an  inner  apartmeikt^  and 
questioned  hink  upon  the  intelligence  he  brought* 
The  Colonel  described  in  lofty  terms  the  patri- 
t>tic  zeal  with  which  all  ranks  of  personn  at 
IVfodrid  were  ahimated.  The  whole  inhabitants 
tif'the  city^  he  said,  were  in.  arms,  and  had 
tmSfted  with  the  troops.  The  streets  were  bar- 
Ticaded;-  batteries  were  erecting  all  round;  th^ 
peasants  were'floddng  to  the  capital;  and,  in 
-fitie,  the  enthusiasm  was  unexampled^ 

'  He  added,  that  there  were  most  £ivouraB|» 
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ticcoimts  of  the  irkiftg  nMdMr  tsf  ihft  SotHtli  «f 

Sir  John  Moore  Itstbned  ix>  ^^s^miAkotA 
idteikhg  a^  woni  which  bould  iMtk^te  his 
duiiights.  Bu£^i  when '  aldtie^  i^^  ftsfleoteil '  66- 
jJbittBlj  Qp^ii  the  %xtraDiKiim»y  demfttids  ^tiiidk 
^Kvcce  tltiiismittai;  ito  httn^  nbt  i^nl^  ^  iht 
fi|mnifiki  >  GovierBtnent,  btit  also  by  iiie  StUish 
Minister :  ^nd  he  called  to  mind,  thrt'  h^  had 
been  commanded  to  rooervc**  tha^  itequisitions 
ahd  raptfesdiltaliotas  of  both  with  the  utmost 
deference  and  attention. 

:  mPMI^j  iipikperident  of  ilthese  posittv^d  xcqiusi- 
4^1135  thi^inrtelligeijtce  brought  ivas  of)  die  aiiosA 
ffifioUraJbki  kind ; .  aoad  horn  ^  Mthedtid  a  idarce 
ih^A  it;pQiiid  not  be  doufatedL  Hie  ktten.  iroc^ 
t»ftr\<)»  'Mid .^m  the  t faaghsst  taithoeitieft'i  and 
Mr^iOhlifiiiiiMy^  ^ho  iras  depulsd  hj  the  Aitifih 
Mtmstet^  b]idheeiianeyenmtnd9SK>f  die^ 
jv^eaorafce  ^f 'xMadiid.         .  .    \  ..' 

:  :1%0: iOenetarwas  thus.persiiaded  iha.tB.greii 
Ma4  JMBtexpected  improvement  in.  the  ^bUe 
^ffAm  had  taken  place ;  and  he' judged^  tibot 
^  oitglit  nbt  to  pursue  die  phm  ttUch^iiad 
ifevfeed  preirious  to  die^^ie^ireiits.'  Wti»  it%ii«- 
coming  him  tofly.when  die.pWLtiK)D  fiiM^ 
•  "*'['-'-  4  vide  Appetidix,  K.  p:  30,  *    '*- 
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was  threatenihg  the  riiin' ofi  Md,drid,  aiid\Wieii 
the- inhabitants  of  that  city  had  bravely  d^^f* 
mined  to  perish,  rather  thkri  yield  ?  •  THiib  w^i^ 
impossible  ;  and,  having 'the  striihgestreifedtis 
to  believe  that  the  causbs  for  f eti-datlhg  looA 
dltered,  he  abandoned  his  intetition;  atid''i€i 
solved  to  support  the  Capital  ti'tfitt  mm6st'6f 
his  po\ver.  In  ^hort,  he  eitibrac6fl'updh'this, 
as  upon  all  occasions,  the  deternilniattfiJh  which 
he  thought  would  be  most  useful  to  his  Coun- 
try, and  which  was  most  congenial  to  a  noble 
mind*. 

It  is  now,  however,  completely  ascertained, 
that,  notwithstanding  tfie  apparent  correctness 
of  the  intelligence^'  all  was  false.  For  the 
Prince  of  Gastelfranco  and  Don  Thomas  Morla 
wrote  their  pisrfidious  statement  on  the  very  day 
they  had  begun  to  capitulate  ;  and  they  pressed 
Sir  John  Moore  to  hasten  to  their  assistance, 
though  they  knew  that  Madrid  must  belong  to 
Buonaparte  before  the  letter  could  reach  its 
d^tination.  ^  , 

But  it  could  never  enter  into  the  conception 
of  Sir  John  Moore,  that  the  two  Chiefs  of  the 
Junta  had  conspired  to  betray  the  capital  of 
iiieir  own  country,  and  to  entice  the  army  of 


*  Vide  Appendix,   W.  p.  76. 
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their  Ally  into  the  power  of  the  Enemy.  Not 
oQuld  he  suspe^t^  when  the  confidential  agient 
of  Mr.  Frere  was  representing  Madrid  as  in  lit- 
tle 4^ger9  that^  m  fact^  it  had  already  sub^ 
nutted  at  the  very  sight  of  the  French  army ; 
thgit  the  Spanish  Chiefs  were  crouching  at  the 
feet  of  Buonaparte ;  and  that  the  people  were 
overwhelmed  with  terror  and  despair.  Nor 
was  it  hnaginahle^  that  the  British  Minister 
should  be  so  ^ossly  deceived^  as  to  send^  for 
his  instruction,  intelligence  the  reverse  of  truth ; 
and  to  require  of  him^  in  so  positive  a  manner, 
to  succour  a  city  which  had  actually  surrendered . 
As  no  hum?Ji  penetration-t^ould  discover  the 
real  state  of  a£&irs  under  such  representations^ 
the  General  would  have  been  highly  reprehen'* 
'  luble^  had  he  persisted  in  his  design  of  retiring 
to  the  South.  So,  to^  stop  Sir  David  Baird  as 
sQon  as  possible,  he  wrote  to  him  that  nighty 
as  follows  : 

« 
Sir  John  Moai^e  to  Sir  David  JBaird, 

"  Salamanca^  5  Jhcember,  LiQ%, 
^^  MY  BEAR  SIR  DAVID, 

^  "  The  City  of  Madrid  have  taken  up 
*^  arms,  have  refused  to  capitulate  to  the  French, 
'^  are  barricading  their  streets,  and  say  they  are 
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^*  determined  to  suffer  every  ihing  rather  than 
**  submit.  This  arrests  the  French  ;  and  peo- 
^^  pie  who  are  sanguiAe  entertain  great  hopes 
*^  from  it, — I  own,  myself,  I  fear  this  spirit 
*'  has  arisen  too  late  ;  and  the  French  are  now  ' 
**  too  strong  to  be  resisted  in  this  manner: 
*^  There  is,  however,  no  saying :  and  I  f6el 
^^  myself  the  more  obliged  to  give  it  a  trial,  as 
*^  Mr.  Frere  has  made  a  fohnal  represetttation, 
^^  which  I  recmved  this  evening.  I  must  beg, 
therefore,  you  will  suspend  your  march  until 
you  hear  frotn  me  again,  and  make  arrange- 
ments for  your  return  to  Astorga,  should  it 
be  necessary. — AH  tiiis  appears  very  strange 
and  unsteady  ;  but,  if  the  spirit  of  enthusiasmi 
^^  does  arise  in  Spain,  and  the  people  will  be 
^*  martyrs,  there  is  no  saying,  in  that  case^ 
**  what  our  force  may  do.  I  hope  in  the  mean 
**  time  the  regiment  of  cavalry  is  coming  to 
*^  me,  which  I  asked  you  for. 
"  Believe  me,  &c. 

*^  John  Moorb/' 

After  more  full  deliberation,  he  wrote  again 
mxt  mi>rning : 
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Sir  John  Moore  to  Sir  David  Baird. 

^.^  Salamanca,  6  December^  180$. 
"  MY  DEAR  SIR  DAVID,      ' 

*^  I  WROTE  to  you  last  night  to 
^^  suspend  your  retrograde  movements.  I  now 
"  write  to  you,  to  beg  that  you  will  put  to  the 
*'  rightabout,  and  return  bag  and  baggage  to 
*^  Astprga. 

**  The  people  of  Madrid,  it  is  said,  are  en- 
^^^  thusiastic  and  desperate ;  and  certainly  at 
^^  this  moment  do  resis^  the  French — ^the  good 
"  which  may  result  from  this  it  is  impossible  to 
"say;  I  can  neither  tru6t  to  it,  nor  can  I  al* 
"  together  despise  it.  If  the  flame  catches 
"  elsewhere,,  and  becomes  at  all  generaJ^.the 
"  best  results  ijnay  be  expected  ;  if  confined  to 
"  Madrid,  that  town  will  be  sacrificed,  and  all 
/"  will  be  ag  bad,  or  worse  than  ever.  In  short, 
"  v^hatis  passing  at  Madrid  may  be  decisive  of 
"  the  fate  of  Spain ;  and  we  must  be  at  hand  to 
^*  aidand  to  take  advantage  of  whatever  hap- 
^^  pens.  The  wishes  of  our  Country,  and  our 
^^  duty,  demand  this  of  lis,  with  whatever  risk 
"  it  may  be  attended.    I  mean  to  proceed  bridle 
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*  in  hantl ;  for,  if  the  bubble  bursts,  and 
'  Madrid  falls,  we  shall  have,  a  run  for  it.  Let 
^  all  your  preparations,  as  far  as  provisions,  &c. 

*  go,    continue  to  be  made  for  a  retreat,    in 

*  case   that   should   again  become  necessary. 
'  Establish  one  magazine  at  Villa  Franca,  and 
^  one  or  two  further  back  ;  to  which  let  salt 
^  meat,  biscuit,  rum  or  wines,  forage,  &c.  be 
'brought  up  from  Corunna.     Send  to  me  to 
'  Zamora  two  regiments  of  Cavalry,  and  one 
^  brigade   of   Horse   Artillery  ;    keeping  one 
^  regiment  of  Cavalry  and  one  brigade  of  Horse' 
'  Artillery  with  yourself.;  and  send  on  your 
'  troops  by  brigades  to  Benavente.  The  Enemy 
^  have  nothing  at  present  in  that  direction;  we' 
^  must  take  advantage  of  it,  and  by  working- 
^double  tides  make   up    for   lost    timi^.     By 

*  means  of  Ae  Cavalry  patroles,  ydu  will  dig- 
^  cover  any  movements  immediately  near  you ; 
'  atid  I  take  for  granted  you* have  got  other 
^  channels  of  information ;  and  both  you  atid 
'  me,  although  we  may  look  big,  and  deter- ^^ 
^'mine  to  g^t  every  thing  forward,  yet  we  niust 
^  never  lose  sight  of  this,*  that  at  any  moment 

*  aflairs  may  take  that  turn,  that  will  render* 
'  it  necessary  to  retreat. 

I  shall  write  by  this  opportunity  to  the 
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^^  Marquis  of  Romaha ;  and  it  would  be  satis* 
^^  ftictbry  if  you  kept  an  c^cer  eoostantly,  6r 
^^  sent  one  occasionally  to  him,  to  judge  his 
^f  force,  audits  state  of  preparation  fw  service, 
^^  to  let  us  know  how  far'\Hre  can  depfend  upon 
**  its  action.  I  wish  you  would  foirwatd  the 
^*  money  to  me. 

"  I  remain,  my  dear  Sir^Da^d,  &c 

"  John  Mooks/' 

It  luckily  happened  that  Sir  Da^nid  Baird  had 
pn^ceeded  no  farther  than  Villa  Franca,  so  that 
little  time  was  lost  j  and  General  Hope,  by 
rapid  marches,  had  brought  his  division  close 
to  Salamanca.  The  position  of  the  Britjteh 
Army  had,  therefore,  become  much  more  se*-. 
cui^.  Sir  John  had  now  a  complete  though 
small  corps,  with  Cavalry  and  Artillery  ;  and, 
by  a  moVement  to  the  left,  his  junction  with 
Sir  David  Baird  was  certain. 

Being  desirous  of  obtaining  the  co-operation, 
of  the  only  Spanish  Corps  within  reaach,  he 
wrote  immediately  to  the  Marquis  of  Romana, 
who  was  at  Leon, 
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SirJofm  Moore  to  the  Marquis  de  la  Bomana. 

**  Salamanca,  6  Dec.  iZ09.   . 
*^  SIR, 

^5 1  HAD  the  honour  to  receive  your 
^^  E»)elleiicj's  letter  of  the  80th  November; 
fM  dball  m  ^neral  write  to  you  in  French^  a$ 
^  you  d^nre  it ;  but  I  hope  you  will  isxcuse  me^ 
^^  if  1  address  this  to  you  in  English/  as  I  am. 

at  ifaia  moment  a  good  deal  hurried.   . 

Since  my  arrival  in  Spain^  I  have  bean  put 
^^  in  no  communication  with  any  of  tfa^.  $piuaish 
^^  Armies^.  :and  have  .been  kept  perfeatJy  in  the 
^^  dark  with  respect  to  dbeir  movem^t$i  <the 
**  plans  of  their  Generals^  or  their  Governmeiit) , 
^*  and.  during  the  time  my  army  <vaa  on  itn 
^^  marth  to  assemble  and  unite  itself^  I  have 
^^  been  left  exposed  without  the  lei^st  support. 

^^  My  wish  has  always  been  to  co-operate 
f^  with  the  Spanish  Armies  for  the  good  of  the 
{^.common  cause;  but  at  last,  finding  that  I 
^  was  left  to  myselfy  it  becaine  necessary  for 
^^  me  to  think  of  myself  alotie;  and  to  consider, 
^^  after  the  two  armies  of  Gener^Jb  Blake  and 
<'  Cftsianos  were  beaten,  wlmt  .ilt^^pB  J  could 
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"  take  for  the  British  Army^  which  was  then 
**  collecting  at  Astorga  and  this  place ;  thus 
"  the  more  helplejss  from  its  separatidn;  but^ 
"  even  if  united,  not  sufficiently  strong  to  en- 
"  counter,  the  whole  force  of  the  Enemy,  which 
^^  I  saw  would  immediately  be  turned  against 
^^  us.  Ftherefore  felt  myself  obliged,  however 
^^  reluctantly,  to  order  the  corps  a*  Astotga  tb 
^^  fall  back  on  Corunna. ;  and  I.  meant  myself; 
^^  with  the  corps  I  had.  here,  tbi  'retire  nppn 
"Portugal,  from  whence  I  should  be  Fecld^.iD 
"  return  to  the  assistance  of  Spain^  whenever 
^^  their  affkirs  W€re  .better  managed,  and'  an 
"  opportunity  offered  of  doing  them  any  good. 
"Perhaps  this  opportunity  has  /already /oc- 
^^  curred.  The  French  have  turned  .a  great 
^^  part  of  their  force  against  Madiid.  The 
^'  people  there  have  armed  thems^lv^s,  and. say 
^^  they  are  determined  to  resist.  If  this  enthu** 
"  siasm  which  actuates  the  people  of  Madrid 
^^  last,  and  they  continue  resolute!,  and,  above 
"  all,  if  the  example  of  the  capital  is  followed, 
^'  a  ad  the  enthusiasm  becomes  at  all  general 
niic-bout  Spain,  and  induces  large  armies 
r;  forward  to  the  assistance  of  Madrid-^ 
>c«m  may  still  hope  to  recover  from  her 
* '  piibiortujieSy  repel  the  French,  and  re-^esta-> 
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i^blishiliCT  incjep^ndeiide,  .As  my^ retreat  was 
f ^vforce4, i wd  ttiade  witli  jreluctance,  so  it.ia 
?^  s]topj[)eil)idft(9  nfionieftt  Jiw  a  chance  of  acting 
f<  fo^  thefodviintage.  qfifjthia  country.  1  have 
"ordered  Sb  David  Baird  to  return  vddi  his 
corps  to  Aatorga,  and  from  thence  to  Bena-- 
"  vente.  My  wish  is  to  unite  with  you ;  and 
"  to  und«rtak6  yniih  you  silch^par^tibns  as  we 
"  may  judge  best  for  the  support  of  Madrid, 
"  and  the  defeat  of  the  Enemy.  Tlie  French 
"  have  driven  General  St.  Juan  from  the  So- 
"  Itiosierrp.;  and  are  in  possession  of  that  and 
**  the  pass  of  the  Gukfdarama.  General  Cas- 
^*  tanos  is  said  to  he  at  -  Siguenza.  The.  Su- 
"  preme  Junta  have  retired  toBadajbs.  The 
^*  Duke  of  CasteLfranco  and  Mr.  Morla  are  at 
'*^  the  head  of  the  Junta,  Civil  and  Military, 
''  at  Madrid,        '         ^ 

^^  I  have  written  to  you  with  that  frankness 
^^  which  becomes  a  Military  man ;,  I  shall  act- 
"with  you  in  the  same  manner.  I  have  the 
*'  greatest  respect  for  your  character ;  and  you 
^^  will  find  me  always  ready  to  undertake  what* 
*^  evcu  its  practicable  for  the  advantage  of  the 
^^  Spanish  Nation.  '  ,  *  \  ;.   i  - 

."  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir,  ?  •' 

{^.  Your  ]§xceUen<^'s,  &c.         ,    '* 
^' John  Mopb£.'v 
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In  the  mcmung  of.  December  6,  CoL  CW^ 
miliy  ^ain  appeared  at  Head*quarters,  and 
presented  the  foUonving  letter^  which  he  had 
been  desired  not  to  deliver  unless  it  was  ne« 
cessary* 


jMr.  JP^er^  to  Sir  John  Moore. 

i 

'^  Dec.  3,  r«0«. 

"In  the  event,  which  I  did  not  wish 
^^  to  presuppose,  of  your  continuing  the  deters 
^J  mination  already  announced  to  me  of  retiring 
^^  with  the  army  under  your  command,  I  have 
"  to  request  that  Colonel  Charmilly,  who  i^ 
**  the  bearer  of  this,  and  whose  intelligence 
**  has  been  aheady  referred  to,  may  be  pre- 
^^  yiously  examined  before  a  Council  of  War. 
"  I  have,  &c. 

"  X  H,  Frerb'* 


Mir.  Frere's  mind  must  have  been  stmngly 
wrought  upon  to  view  the  retreat  oi  the  British 
Army  to  ih^  Tagus  as  so  injurioUB  k  measure. 
For,  not  eontent  wi^  $^»idiiig  intelligence  of 
the  brilSant  4tote  of  Spanish  affairs,  and  em- 
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ploying  EKguments^  requisitions^  and  depit^ 
tatiQi)»>  he  here  attempts  to  controul  the  Conr^ 
me^ilder  of 'tlie^  Ftirces;  and  seems  to  haire  ex^ 
pected  to.  conipei  him  hy  a  Council  oi  War  to 
obey,  even  against  liis  wiD. 

It  may  easily  be  conceived,  that  a  high-* 
spirited  Officer  could  not  read  sudbi  a  propo* 
sition  without  expressing  great  indignation  at 
the  writer.  And  he  was  astonished  to  find, 
that  Mr,  Frere  had  had  the  imprudence  to  en- 
trust Colonel  Charmilly  with  the  i^ecrets  con- 
tidned  in  the  important  dispatdies  he  brought 
'  The  General,  however,  not  choosing  to  re- 
pose any  cmifidence  in  this  Frenchman,  did 
not.  utter  a  syllable  which  could  give  him  ^ 
slightest  Jiidication  of  his  plan;  and,  not  even, 
apprbving  of  his  presence  with  the  army,  di- 
rected the  Adjufeint-General  to  write  an  order 
.fior  him  to  retire. 

T^ie '  Golor^l  was  thus  dismissed,  with  the 
codviction^  that  Sit  John  Moore  was  still  de- 
termined .  to  retreat  j  and  he  returned  to  Mr. 
Frere  to  /communicate  the  bad  success  of  his 
mission,   t 

Bot^  notwitbitanding  liiis  oondiiet  dl  Mr. 
Frere,  Sir  John^wrote  to  him  an  wiswer  so. 
velm  and  dignified  9b  to  form  a  striking  cimtrast 
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with  the  style  of  the  other.  For,  as  Mr.  Frero 
was  the  King's  M itiister^  he  waa  desirous,  if 
possible,  of  preserving  a  correspondence  which 
iva9  necesss^y  for  the  public  service. 


Sir  John  Moore  to  Mr.frere. 

,    .  ^^  SIB,  * 

.  ^^  I  HAD  the  honour  to  receive  on  the 
*.^  2dinst.  your  letter  of  the  30th,  in  answer  to 
t  that  which  I  addressed  to  you  on  the  27th 
Mf November.  Had  this  army  been  united  and 
^\  ready  to  act  at  the  time  of  General  Castanos' 
*^  defeat,  much  as  I  think  it  would  have  been 
"  risking  it,  yet  it  was  my  intention  to  have 
*'  marched  on  Madrid,  and  to  have  shared  the 
-^^  fortulnes  of  the  Spanish  nation.  If  I  could 
"  not  have  sustained  myself  there,  I  thought, 
^*  by  placing  myself  behind  the  Tagus,  I  might 
"  give  the  broken  armies,  and  the*  people  of 
"  Spain,  if  they  had  patriotism  left,  an.oppor- 
^^tunity  to  as^^mblei  round  me,  and  to  marqh 
"  to.  the  relief  of  the  capital.  That  this  was 
^^  iiiy  intention  is  kno'^va  to  the  Officers  with 
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^*  me  who  are  in  my  confidence ;  it  is  known 
'^  also  to  Lord  Castlereagh,  to  whom  I  Had 
^  imparted  it  in  one  of  my  late  letters.  I 
"  wished  to  have  my  opinion  confirmed  hy 
yom^ ;  which  was  the  reason  of  my  address- 
ing you  on  the  27th.  Had  you  seen  the 
affairs  of  Spain  in  a  different  light,  and  had 
you  been  adverse  to  the  army  being  com-- 
^*  mitted  in  the  heart  of  Spain,  your  opinion 
"  upon  such  a  subject  would,  I  may  say,  cer- 
"  tainly  have  decided  me  to  have  altered  my 
*^  intention. 

"  With  respect  to  the  determination  I  made 
**  on  the  evening  of  the  28th,  upon  teceiving 
^^  ffom  Mr.  Stuart  the  account  of  Castanos' 
*^  defeat,  I  should,  had  you  b^en  with  me, 
"have  comi^iunic^ted  it  to  you;  but  should 
"  never  have  thought  of  asking  your  advice  or 
"  opiriion,  as  that  determination  was  founded 
"  on  circumstances  with  which  you  could  not 
"  be  acquainted,  and  Avas,  besides,  a  question 
*^  merely  Military,  of  which  I  thought  myself 
^*  the  best  judge.  At  that  time  the  army  was 
^^  divided  into  three  different  corps,  and  could 
^^  not  possibly  be  united  before  the  13th  or 
^*  14th  of  this .  month ;  before  which  period 
"  there  was    every  reason  to  believe    that  it 
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.  *'  would  be  attacked  by  all  die  force  of  the 
'*  Enemy:  as,  after  Greiieral  Castanos'  defeat, 
*^  I  know  of  no  Spanish  army  from  which  it 
'  **  could  receive  the  smallest  assistance.     The 
^^  anny  I  commanded  was  weak  from  sepa** 
**  ration ;    and  when  united  amounts  to  only 
«  26,000  men  fit  for  duty.     I  had  been  left 
^^  without  any  communication  with. any  of  the 
"  Spanish  armies;    I  expected  no  assistance 
y  from  any,  and  it  behoved  me  to  con&ider  the 
"  safety  of  the  British  troops.     I. therefore  di- 
*^  rected  Sir  David  Baird,  whose  corps  would 
"  not  have  been  collected  at  Astorga  until  the 
*^  4th  of  this  month,  to  fall  back  on  Corunna* 
I  directed  General  Hope  by  forced  marclles 
to  join  me  *here,  where  I  intended,  if  I  was 
permitted,   to  wait  his  arrival;  and  I  took 
measures  for  retiring,  \^ith  him,  into  Por- 
^^  tugal ;    with  a  view  either  to  defend  that 
"frontier,  and,  ultimately,  to  return  to^is- 
"  bon,  or  to  return  to  Spain  should  any  change 
"  of  affairs  there  render  it  eligible. 

*^  The  resistance  made  by  the  people  of  Ma- 
*^  drid  has  occupied  the  French,  and  has  pre- 
^'  vented  any  corps  from  being  detached  against 
*^  me;  This  example  of  enthusiastic  patriotism 
^.^in.thj  capital,,  if  it  holds,  may  be  followed 
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"  by  the  most  happy  eflPects^  if  the  flame  com« 
^^  mimicates^  alid  the  example  is  followed  by 
"  the  Provinces.,  There  hfts  been  no  example 
^^  of  any  such  resistance  in  any  other  part  of 
^^  Spain;  and,  thiMgh  I  hope  this  will  prodace 
^*  it,  I  have  neither  seen  nor  heard  of  much 
"  enthusiasm  elsewhere.  Their  armies  are 
*^  devoid  of  both ;  and,  though  I  trust  it  will 
^^  prove  otherwise,  I  cannot  but  consider  it  as 
"  doubtful,  whether  the  people  of  Madrid  will 
^^  continue  firm  when  they  come  to  be  pressed. 
"  If  they  :yield,  the  whole  is  gone.  I  received 
'^^  yesterday  a  letter  from  the  Junta  of  Madrid. 
*^  I  have  ordered  Sir  David  Baird  to  march 
*^  backTto  Astorga ;  and  have  stopped  my  pre- 
parations for  a  retreat  on  Portugal.  I  have 
put  myself  in  communication  with  the  Mar- 
quis Bomana  at  L^on ;  and  without  beings . 
able  exactly  to  say  in  what  manner,  every 
^^  thing  shall  be  done  for  the  assistance  of 
^^  Madrid,  and  the  Spanish  cause,  that  can  be 
^^  expected  from  an  army  such  as  I  command. 
^^  I^ratmot  make  a  direct  movement  on  Madrid, 
^^  because  the  passage  of  the  Guardarama  and 
^^  Somasierra  are  in  the  hands  of  the  French. 
^'  Besides,  until  joined  by  Sir  David  Baird^  I 
am  much  too  weak.     I  have  thought  it  my 
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**  duty  thus  calmly  to  explain  to  you  the  rea- 
*'  sotis  which  have  and  do  actuate  my  conduct ; 
^^  and  I  wish  anxiously,  as  the  King  b  Mi- 
**  nister,  to  continue  upon  th6  most  confidential 
"  footing  >vith  yoiiV  "and' J^ope,  as  we  have 
f*  but  one  interest,  the  |)ublic  welfere,  though 
**  we  may  occasionally  see  it  in  different  as- 
"  pects,  that  this  will  not  disturb  the  harmony 
^^  that  should  subsist  between  us. 

"  Fully  impressed  as  I  am  with  these  senti- 
^*  ments,  I  sheJl  abstain  from  any  remark  upon 
^*  the  two  letters  from  ydu,  delivered  to  me 
^M^st  night  and  this' morning  by  Col.  Char* 
*^  milly,  or  on  the  message  which  accompanied 
**  them.  I  certainly  at  first  did  feel  and  ex- 
*^  pressed  much  indignation  at  a  person  like 
"  him  being  made  the  channel  of  a'communi- 
"  cation  of  that  sort  fr§m  you  to  me:  Those 
"  feelings  are  at  an  end ;  and  I  dare  say  they 
"  never  vt^ill  be  excited  towards  you  again. 

**  If  Mr.  Charmilly  is  your  friend,  it  was, 
'-^  perhaps,  natural  for  you  to  employ  him ; 
"  but  I  have  prejudices  against  all  that  class; 
^^  and  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  put  any  trust  in 
^^  him.  I  shall,  therefore,  thank  you  not  to 
^*  employ  him  dny  more  in  any  communication 
^^  with  me.     It^  is  impossible  Viot  to  remark^ 
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^  .country^  n  small  pcMrdon  of  it  belongs  <o  tht^ 
^^  Jiifita ;  who  Would  otherwlsey  I  fliinki  have^ 
^^  fbiiiid  some  place  more  central  and  ]«s»  w* 
^  jnote  than  Bada^  fw  their  resideooe.  ' 

'  ^         ^^I  have  the  honour  ix>  be,  &c«  ,     * 

V  John  Moorb." 


-Sir  John  Moore  to  Mr.  Frere. 

"  Salamancays  6th  Dec.  1806. 
"  SIB, 

"I  NEGiiECTED  to  mention  to  you  in 
"'  my  letter  of  this  date,  that  the  Grenerar 
^^  OSicers  Bscalante  and  Bueno  had  been  with 
^'  me;  who  are  mentioned  in  that  extraordinary 
^*  paper  which  you  sen^  me  with  your  letters  of 
^^  the  30th  Nov.  signed  by  Martin  de  Garay, 
^  Secretary  of  the  Junta.  The  two  Generals 
^<  seemed  to  me  to  be  two  weak  old  men,  or 
*^  rather  women,  Avith  whom  it  was  impossible 
^'  for  me  to  concert  any  military  opei-ations, 
*^*had  I  beean  so  inclined. 

'^^  The  persons  with  whom  such  operation^ 
^*  can  be  cbtKellfted  at  present  are  the  GenersJs 
i^  tirho  command  the  armies,  not  men  like  these 
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^^  two,  who  have  no  information  upon  which 
^  such  plans  can  be  formed^  exc^  the  oflfiscial 
^^  papers^  always  incorrect^  which  have  heeii 
^^  giveft  to  them  fix>m  public  offices.  Their 
^^  conference  with  me  consisted  in  qvestiom  and 
^^  in  assertions  with  respect  to  the  strength  of 
^^  different  Spanish  corps,  all  of  which  I  knew 
^^  to  be  erroneous  ;  and  they  neither  knew  that 
Segovia  nor  Somosierra  were  iii  possession  of 
the  Enemy.  I  shall  be  obliged  to  you  to 
^^  save  me  from  such  visits,  which  are  very 
^^  painful. 

"  I  mentioned  to  you  in  my  lettip:  of  this 
^^  day  that  I  had  had  a  letter  friom  the  Junta  at 
**  Madrid.  My  instructions  •  direct  me,  that 
^^  all  my  communications  with  the  Spanish 
^^ Government  should  go  through  you;  and 
*^  I  should  be  very  happy,  on  every  account^ 
^^  to  comply  with  them  :  but  I  do  n6t  see  how 
^^  this  can  be,  if  you  continue  at  Badajos.  I 
^^  shall,  however,  send  you  copies  t)f  th^m,  if 
^'  you  wish  it. 

^'  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

"  JoHirMaoBE/^ 

The  following^short  passage  in  tfae.Geneial^a 
Journal  shows  the  ideas  at  this  time  {evolving 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


163 

ia  his  mipd,  while  waiting  for  the  junction  of 
Sir  David  Baird. 

*^  After  Castanos'  defeat  the  French  marched 
"  to  Madrid.  The  inhabitants  flew  to  arms^ 
**  barricadoed  their  streets,  and  swore  to  die, 
^rrather  tharf  suhmil:. 

>' This  has  arrested  the  progiress  of  the 
5^  Fr^ndh,  and  Madrid  still  holds  out.  This 
^^is  the  first  instance  of  enthusiasm  shownl 
^^  There  is  a  chance  that  the  ^am|^  inay  be 
followed,  and  the  people  be  :saved.  I  have 
stopped  Baird's  retpeat,  and  am  taking  mea- 
sures to  form  our  junction^  whilst  the  French 
are  wholly  occupied  with  Madrid. 
"  We  are  bound  not  to  abandon  the  cause 
f'  a$  long  as  there  is  hope*  But  the  courage  of 
'^  the  populace  of  Madrid  may  ^ul ;  or  at  any 
^*  rate  they  may  not  be  able  to  resist.  In  short, 
^^in  a  miomi^nt  things  may  be  as  bad  as  ever^ 
^'  unless  the  whole  country  is)  animated,  and 
*'  flocks  to  the  ^i^^  of  the  capital. 

"In  this  part  the  people  are  passive.  I 
*^  have  sent  Cdionel  Graham  to  Madrid,  to  let 
*^  mekiipw  exsictly  what  is  passing  :  for  we  find 
"the  gr^^tfest  .difficulty  to  get  people  to  bring 
^^.us  information/^  ^  ; 
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Hie  following  is  the  letter  enjtnidted  to  CoIch 
nel  Graham ; 

Sir  John  Moore  to  the  Duke  of  QmU^rMtcQ 
and  M.  de  Morla. 
,  ^^fS^nmnca^  %  Dei'.  I<5M. 

.  ^^  I  HAi)  the  hoiiour  to  receive,  last 
f?  nigbt,  a  letter  signed  hy  the  Duke  of  Qa^tel^ 
^^  fpanco  axiid  M.  de  Mark,  in  the  name  of  tlie 
^'  Junta  Military  and  Civil  established  at  Ma- 
^*  drid.  Hitherto*  I,  have  bee^i  left  without 
^Vcommimication  or  support  from  any  of  the 
^^  Spanish  armies  ;  and  as  the  army  I  commiatid 
^^  was  iseparated  at  AstOrga  and  Salamanca,  at 
/^  which  place  it  had  been  ordered  to  doliect,  ^t 
^^  the  time  when  the  army  under  General  Cas- 
f  *  tanos  was  defeated,  it  became  necessary  for 
f^*me  to  consider  what  steps  were  necessary  for 
**  the  security  of  the  British  army,  which  was 
"  helpless  from  its  separation,  and,  when  united, 
f ^  not  sufficiently  strcmg  to  encounter  the  whble 
^  French  force,  which  was  about  to  be  turned 
$<  against  it  I  had  therefore  onlered  the  corps 
^^  at  Astorga  to  lall  back  on  Corunna,  and:was 
"  about  to  retire  with  the  corps  j&om  this  to 
"  some  place  of  greater  security,  from  whence 
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^'^  1  might  yeturti  to  the  assistance  of  Sp£n^ 
''  when  a  more  favourable  opportmnty  oiFered.r 
^*  Those  measures  I  have  now  stopped.  The 
corps  under  Sir  David  Baird  shall  i^iirn  to 
Astorga.  I  have  put  myself  in  communica^ 
tion  with  the  Marquis  de  la  Rommna,  at 
^^  Leon ;  and  I  shall^  in  concert  with  him, 
^'  undertake  such  operations  as  are  deemed  best- 
^^  for  the  int^ests  of  Spain^  and  for  the  relief 
^^  aiyl  assistance  of  Madrid^  I  should  hopr 
^^that  the  example  of  patriotism  given  by  tfhe 
^^  capital  will  be  followed  by  the  provinces^  ai^* 
that  the  pebple  will  flpck  up  to  its  assisisano^  { 
when,  headed  by  the  armies,  the  best  residta 
n^y  be  expected.  The  Junta  may  rest  as- 
^^  0ured  that  every  thing  shall  be  done  by  mtJ 
^^  that  can  be  expected  by  auch  a  corps  as  I 
^^  command.  This  will  be  delivered  by  Colonel 
"  Grahaim,  whom  I  send  to  the  Junta  that  he 
^^  may  explain  the  particulars  of  my  situation^ 
^^  and  communicate  to  me  the  wis^yes  of  the 
'^  Junta,  and  the  relative  positions  and  strength 
^'  of  the  people  of  JVI^drid,  and  the  Freai^ 
^^  opposed  to  them.  i 

**  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

**  Your  Excellency's,  &c. 

^^  John  Moobe/' 
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This  letter  was  written  in  cons^uence  of  tibe 
intelligence  sent  by  Mr.Frere,  who  imagined 
that  both  Castelfiranco  and  Mc»:la  had  resolved 
to  fight  to  the  last  extremity,  and,  rather  than 
suffer  their  country  to  be  enslaved,  to  perish  in 
its  ruins. 

But  it  is  now  folly  ascertained  that  Madrid 
was  basely  betrayed.  The  chiefs  who  signed 
the  capitulation  abandoned  every  principle 
which  they  had  sworn  to  maintain,  and  sti* 
pulated  for  advantageous  conditions  for  therti- 
selves :  while  ^the  inhabitants  at  first  resisdaeid 
with  noisy  vociferation,  and  then  quietly  siir* 
rendered  their  arms. 

Castelfraneo  and  Moria,  when  they  wrote  to 
Sir  John  Moore,  knew  that  Castanos'  troops 
were  cut  off  from  Madrid  by  Marshal  Bessiefes^ 
and  were  flying  towards  Cuenca. 

They  themselves  had  ordered  the  gates  of 
Madrid  to  be  shut  against  the  corps  of  San 
Juan ;  who,  from  mistaken  fury,  murdered  their 
Greneral,  one  of  the  ablest  of  the  Spanish  Ofl&^ 
cers ;  and  after  this  horrid  deed  fled  in  confusion 
to  Almaraz. 

Such  was  the  conduct  of  the  misguidedtroops ; 
and  the  two  high-bom  Spanish  Chiefs  sheathed 
their  $WQrds  at  the  sight  of  the  Enemy  of  thw 
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eountry,  and  by  his  order  employed  their  per^- 
fidious  pens  to  betray  the  British  army.  In  thi» 
letter  to  Sir  John  Moore  the  signature  II  Prin- 
dpe  de  Castelfranco  is  written  with  a  steady 
hand ;  but  Thomas  Morla's  appears  to  have 
trembled  in  signing  his  infamy. 

Buonaparte^  with  affected^  grandeur,  pre- 
tended to  extend  his  clemency  to  these  degraded 
Spaniards.  To  conceal  their  concert  with  him, 
and  to  gratify  his  spleen,  he  cunningly  taunted 
Morla  for  his  former  perfidy  in  breaking  the 
Capitulation  with  Du  Pont.  But  so  shallow  a 
device  is  easily  comprehended. 

Morla  made  good  terms  for  himself  and  his 
base  associates.  His  fortune  and  military  rank 
wijre  preserved  to  him ;  and  he  stoops  to  exist 
under  the  protection  of  th§  Usurper  of  his 
country, 
4,     .  *  .  •  ,  . 

^^  Vendidit  hie  auro  pairiamy  dominumque 
"  potentem 

"  Jnposuit,  Jiocit  leges  pidio  atque  reJixiL\* 

But  these  dismal  truths  were  all  unknown  to 
Sir  John  Moore*  He  never  saw  the  men,  and 
had  no  means  of  judging  of  the  sincerity  of 
their  professions.     He  perceived  very  clearly 
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tke  foUy  wbieh  pndcmiiiiated  in  the  Spanish 
eouuctls,  but  conjectured  nothing  worse. 

On  the  7th  of  December  he  had  the  pleasure 
of  receiving  the  following  patriotic  address  from 
the  Gty  of  Toledo*: 


The  Junta  of  Toledo  to  his  Eaicellency  Sir 
John  Moorey  Sfc.Sfc. 

'^Toledoi  SthDecembfTi  1809. 
"  EXCELLENT  SIR, 

"  The  Junta  of  Toliedo,  most  anxiously 
*^  wishing  to  save  their  country,  have  signified 
*^  to  General  Eredia,  the  Commandant  of  this 
*f  Capital,  that  it  is  their  intention  to  reunite 
^^  here  the  dispersed  armies  ;  and  to  take  the 
'*  proper  measures  to  enable  him  to  defend  this 
"  City  to  the  last  extremity. 

**  The  Junta  is  besides  in  communication 
^*  with  Aranjuez,  and  other  points  of  union ; 
*^  and  have  the  satisfaction  to  assure  your  Ex- 
"  cellency  that  they  are  resolved  to  die  in  de* 
*^  fence  of  their  country.     They  transmit  |his 


*  Vide  Appendijc,  X.  p.  77. 
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^^  information  for  the  guidd&ce  dt  fa&t  Exl^el- 
'*  lency,  wishing  yom  many  years/' 

(Signed  by  the  Msmbsba  of  the  Junta.) 

»  '^ 

Sir  John  Moore  rejoiqed  at  tbia  new  proof  of' 
rising  spirit  in  Spain^  and  immediatej.y  r^fwsied 
the  following  answer : 


Sir  John  Moore  to  their  Excellencies  the  Jmm 
of  Toledo.  \» 

<<  Salamanca,  7  Dec.  1808. 

"  GENTLEMEN, 

"  I  HAVE  received  this  morning  the 
^^  letter  which  you  ha ve^  done  me  the  honoay  ta 
^S  address  to  me. 

**  The  sentiments  it  contains,  and  the  deter* 
^^  minatlon  you  express  to  die  for  your  country, 
^^  do  you  and  the  City  of  Toledo  the  greatest 
^^  honour.  If  similar  sentiments  ^mate  the 
'^  rest  of  Spain,  and  the  Spaniards  will  adher^ 
*^  faithfully  to  each  other,  there  can  b^  no  doubt 
*^  of  your  ultimate  success,  whatever  temporary 
"  advantages  the  Fredch  may  perhaps  gain. 
*^  The  example  given  by  Madrid  is  worthy  of  a 
"  great  'natipn :  it  will,  I  hope,  excite  the  en- 
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^  tkusiasm  oi,  all  good  Spaniards ;  make  tfaiem 
^^  collect^  andloarch  tQ  ijie  aasistaiice.  of  a  town 
^^  which  ought  not  to  be  sacrificed. 

.^  The  BiitLsh  army,  like  the  British  nation, 
*^  is  desirous  of  rendering  every  assistance  to 
*^  the  Spanish  cause,  and  you  may  depend  upon 
^'  ii»  Ibest  exertions.  I  am  uniting  the  different 
^^  corps  of  the  army>  and  preparing  to  act- 

"  The  Marquis  of  Romana  is  at  Leon  *,  col* 
*^  lectii^  the  army  that  was  with  General  Blake, 
*^  in  Biscay ;  and,  in  concert  with  him,  what- 
f^  ever  is  possible  on  this  side  shall  be  done. 

^*  I  shall  hope  to  continue  in  correspondence 
^^  with  you,  and  that  you  will  inform  me  with 
!' the  progress  you  ihake;  and  with  whatever 
<<  movements  are  made,  either  by  the  Enemy 

or  by  the  armed  force  assemblings  s^i  Toledo'. 

You  shall  be  equally  infoirmed  by  me  of  every 

thing  <m  this  side*     In  order  to  facilitate  this 

correspondency,  I  shall  send  a  British  ofBcer 
*^  to  reside  at  Toledo,  which  I  trust  will  meet 
^*  your  Approbation. 

"I  have  the  honour  to  l^e,  &c, 

''  John  Mooi^e."' 

*  Vide  Appendix,  Y.  p.  78. 
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;  An  o&cer  was  accordingly  sent  to  cdocert 
measures  for  the  defence  of  Toledo;  but  the 
Junta  at  the  apprda<^  of  a  French  corps  sud- 
denly changed  their  resolution^  and^  instead  of 
dying,  or  even  fighting  for  their  country,  very 
prudently,  retired:  and  the  Duke  of  Bellune 
took  possession  of  this  peaceful  city.  This  was 
one  of  the  usual  disappointments*  which  Sir 
John  Moore  met  with  from  his  Ally;  who  wail 
constantly  proclaiming  the  most  daring  inten* 
tions ;  and  when  expectation  was  wound  up  tO; 
its  height,  and  the  most  strenuous  deeds  wire 
looked  for,  in  a  moment  exertion  relaxed,  and 
resolution  yielded. 

Indeed  few  Generals  have  been  entangled 
with  so  many  embarrassments  as  Sir  John 
Mbore ;  who  not  only  had  to  contend  wi<h  the 
distrust  of  the  Spanish  Government,  always 
exaggerating  their  resources,  and  concealing  or 
glossing  over  their  disasters ;  but  also  to  guard 
^igainst  the  secret  plots  of  unsuspected  traitors^ 
hid  in  the  bosom  of  the  Junta :  while  the  British 
Minister,  instead  of  assisting  him  with  correct 
information,  perplexed  him  with  felse  intelli- 
gence, harassed  him  with  vexatious  missions, 
and  thwarted  him  with  pertinacious  requisitions. 
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And,  lastly,  h^  had  to  encontiter  the  pGwet  atid 
genius  of  Buonaparte. 

Madrid  had  liow  Mien,  and  the  indefatigable 
Stnperor  was  resolved  to  give  the  discomfited 
Spaniards  no  time  to  rally ;  hut  to  disperse  their 
dispirited  troops,  and  penetrate  with  celerity  to 
the  South. 

Marshal  Bessieres  w^s  chasing  the  Central 
Army  on  the  road  to  Valencia;  the  Duke  of 
Bellune  had  entered  Toledo ;  and  the  Duke  of 
Dantzic,  with  a  strong  division,  was  marching 
to  B^dajos,  with  the  design  of  either  seizing 
upon  Lisbon  or  Cadiz ;  the  Duke  of  Trevise  was 
proceeding  against  Saragossa ;  the  Duke  of 
Dalmatia  was  preparing  to  enter  Leon ;  and 
Buonaparte,  from  Madrid,  was  ready  to  sup- 
port all  these  movements,  and  complete  the  sub* 
jugation  of  Spain. 

There  are  no  certain  documents  to  ascertain 
what  were  the  actual  numbers  of  the  French 
army  who  invaded  Spain. 

Buonaparte  announced  that  his  intention  was 
to  carry  there  200,000  men;  and  the  French 
Officers  who  were  taken  prisoners  believed  that 
their  ^rmy  consisted  of  fully  thaj  number. 

The  following  statement  shews  that  in  this 
there  was  probably  little  or  no  exaggeration. 
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Varfotts  aeebttntS'ja^^  in  ca^  • 

'  the  French  ^6€  ite  ^ain;  kh  Au- 
tumn •  1 8b8,  whifch  Wis^  statibhdl 
behind  thfe  Ehr6,  at»   -I  -     -  '--      45,000 

There  were  at  the  sairie  tiriie,  in  the 
lV>\vh  of  Barcelona,  and  in  the  Pro-  - 
vince  of  Catalonia,      -      r-    *'   -*      13,O0B 

Aetording  to  the  intercepted:  letter  ^ 

from  the'  Governor' of  Bayonne  to 
Marshal  JotHrdaii,  there  woiild  eil»- 
teri^painbyBayonne,beti!?eenlOth  '.: 
October  arid  leth  NovembiBr*i     -      Jr2,000 

An  army,  chiefly  frdm  Italy;  enta-ed 

Catalonia  about  the  S€inie  period     -      15,000 

Junot*s  divisioh  Entered,  iri  the  be- 
^inniteg  of  December     -     -     -     -     30,000 


177,000 


From  reports  there  is  reason  to  believe  thai 
there  were  other  French  corps  besides  the  above, 
which  entered  Spain  at  various  periods.  And 
thi^  appears  to  have  been  substantiated  by  in* 
telligencf  received  after  the  campaign  was  over ; 
far  the  Secretaries  of  State  declared  in  both 
Houses  of  Parliament,  that  the  French  force  in 


*  y\de  Appendijp,  E.  p.  17. 
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Spain  amounted  to  200^000  men^  which  accords 
with  Buonaparte's  original  declaratioii. 

It  ia  not  however  to  he  imagined,  that  there 
eyer  was  .at  jone.  period  so  great  an  effective 
French  force  a6  the  above ;  for  deaths  and  ca-, 
sualties  always  occasion  a  great  reduction  of  the 
numbers  of  an  army.. 

Considerable  pains  have  been  taken  to  ascer^ 
tain  what  was  the  real  British  force  which  en- 
tered Spain;  for  a  v^ery  false  estimltte  maybe 
madie  by  examining  only  the  total  numbers  of 
official  reports.  After  an  accurate  examination 
it  is  found*,  that  the  \frhole  effective  fierce  of 
the  corps  .which  marched  from  CorUnna  under 
Sir  David  Baird  consisted  of  10,722  men  $  and 
of  those  which  proceeded  from  Portugal  was 
18,629 ;  making  altogether  an  army  of  26,900 
infantry  and  2450  cavalry.  The  artillery  was 
numerous,  but  of  too  small  a  calibre ;  including 
a  brigade  of  useless  three-pounders,  it  amounted 
to  fifty  guns, 

*  Sir  John  Moore  was  now  joined  by  General 
Hope's  division,  and  was  desirous  of  luniting 
himself  with  Sir  David  Baird's;  having  yesolvied 
to  prosecute  the  war  in  the  North  of  Spain  -f , 

*  Vide  Appendix,  Z.  p.  81. 

t  Vide  Apptfadix,  AA.  B3.  CC,  pp.;8|~94. 
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But  neither  the  arts  of  Moiia,  the  news  of 
CharmiMy,  nor  the  arguments  and  requisitions 
of  the  Jtmta  and  Mr.  Friere,  could  induce  the 
General  to  advance  to  Madrid.  He  knew  that 
the  passes  of  Somosierra  and  Ghaardarama  were 
possessed  hy  the  French,  and  that  an  attempt 
to,  force  them  would  he  destructive ; « yet,  if  he 
conjtinued  where  he  was,  or  only  guarded  the 
frontiers- of  OaUcia^  every  thing  valuahle  in 
.Spain  would  he  quickly  suhdued.  The  first  of 
tliese  plans  was  n^ected  as  rash,  and  the  others 
as  futile.;  hut  he  formed  and  executed  a  plan 
for  stopping  the  progress  of  the  French,  and 
j;elieving  Sp^in,  which  has  been  highly  admired 
by  masters  in  the  art  of  war.  This  will  be 
gradually  developed.  But,  as  he  found  that 
the  Spanish  Generqils  who  had  been  deputed  to 
him  were  quite  incapable  of  discussing  a 'plan^ 
pr  giving  him  any  adviqe,  he  thought  it  would, 
be  imprudent  to  confide  his  intentions  to  them/ 
He  considered  it  most  advisable  to  trust  no  <?iS« 
with  his  designs,  except  the  Government^  and 
the  Geaei:als  commanding  annies  who  wer^  to 
^o-operate  with  him.  : 

This  appears  to  h^ve  given  great  ofien^  IMI 
one  of  the  Deputed  Grenerals,  who  wrote  thf 
following  letter. . 
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J)an  Centura  E^ealante  to  His  Ma^ceiymy  the 
.    Commander  of  the  Forces  qf  His  Brit^amic 
Mqfesty*. 

**  La  Calzada  de  Banos^  Dec.  7,  180S. 
^^  MOST  BXCJELLBNT  SIK, 

^^  I  IN  vain  exhausted  every  means, 
f^  military  as  well  as  political,  to  induce  your 
^^  ExceHency  to  give  up  the  project  df  retiring^ 
v*^  with  your  troops  tp  Ciudad  Rodrigo  and  Pbr- 
♦^  tugal,  and  erf  withdrawing  that  part  of  the 
<*  British  army  which  is  at  Astorga  to  G^icia 
<^  And  your  Excellency  having  observed,  that 
^^  the  Marquis  of  Romana  was^  only  able  to 
**  collect  five  thousand  men,  1  left  Salamanca 
*^  yesterday  morning  to  meet  the  Supreme  Junta, 
^^  considering  my  mission  at^n  end.     But  to- 
^^  day  I  have  received  a  courier  with  a  letter 
*^  from  the  Marquis  of  Romana ;  of  which  I 
*^  transmit  a  copy  to  your  Excellency,  in  hopes 
*^  that  it  will  have  more  influence  than  my  ob- 
*^  siervations,  and  induce  you  to  change  your 
^  plan.     For  if,  instead  of  uniting  the  two  di- 
"  visions  of  your  army  with  the  army  of  the 
•*  Marquis  of  Romana  at  Zamora,  or  some 

*  Vidq  the  origin j^l  Spanish,  XMI«  p.  94. 
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*^  other  point  that  may  impose  upon  the  Enemy, 
^^  jCkXi  peiskt  in  putting  your  desigti  m  ^eeu^ 
^^  tion,  you  will  immediately  occasion  the  de- 
*^  struction  of,  Spain,  and  perhaps  your  Excel- 
lency will  be  under  the  necessity  of  embark-* 
irig  for  England.  But,  if  your  Excellency 
"  wiU  accede  to  tibe  said  junction,  it  is  very 
*  probable  that  the  Enemy  will  abcuidon  his 
intention  of  attacking  Madrid',  and  wiU  ne-' 
tir«.  This  would  give  time  to  the  anhy  o^ 
**1:he.Ce»tre  to  concentrate,  and  t^ke  otheSb 
^  positiofls.         ,  ■'    .' 

"  I  request  your  Excellency  to  give  an  an* 
"  swer  to  the  bearer,  that  he  may  send  it  to 
^*  me.  And  it  would  be  important  if  your  Ex- 
"  cellency  would  be  so  good  ias  to  write  to  the 
^^  Marquis  of  Romanaryour  final  determination. 

Ventuea  Escalano^e.*' 

The  answer  that  was  sent  to  this. letter  was 
one  of  pure  civility,  §ir  John  choosii^  only  to 
%yrite  'confidentially  to  the  acting' Generals* 
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lie  Sir  John  Moore  h  9on  Excellence  le  Mqt^ 
quis  de  la  Bamana  *.    - 

*^  Salamanca^  ce  8  Dtcembrt.  . 
*^  MOKS£BUB  LE  K(ABQUIS, 

"  Un  Officier  que  j'.^cp&lie  au  Gre- 
^^  n^ral  Sir  David  Baird^  m'offre  Foccaaion 
^^  de  vous  ^crire;  Je  d^  pas  encore,  re9a  des 
^^  inforoiationa  s^Ures^  a  T^ard  de  Madrid ; .  j^'ai 
<^  lieu  de  croire  que  le  peuple  tieut  encore.  vI2p^ 
^^  lettre  de  la  Junta  de  Toledo  m'a  eommuQym^ 
^^  riritentioQ  de  rassembler  un  corps  ^Hfmit. 
'^  Ik;  et  que  le  peuple  est  d^termini^  de;mouriry 
*'  les  annes  \  la  main.  -        # 

"  i«e  G^n^ral  Castanps  a  reju  ordre  de  se 
'^.  retirer  k  CaroHjxa^  de  Tautre  c6td  de  la  Sierra 
**  Morena. 

^'  Dans  cette  partie  de  TEspagne  les  habi- 
tans  sont  trop  tranquilles:  ils  disent  qu'ils 
n'ont  point  d'armes ;  ils  ont  besoin  d'une  t6te 
pour  les  remuer,  pour  les  reunir,  et  pour  les 
**  commanden  Je  propose^  le  10  courant,  de 
"  faire  un  mouvement  sur  Zamore  etToro^  pour 
^^  me  rapprocher  du  Corps  du  G^n^ral  Baird  et 
**  du  v6tre.  Quand  je  saurai  quel  progrfes  voua 
*  Vide  TraDsIatioA  in  Appendix^  £  £.  p.  9Q. 
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^^  scvet  &it  dans  T  organisation  jde  votre  afm^^ 
*^  nous  pourrons  combiner  quelque  chose;  et 
*^  j'attends  avec  impatience  de  recevoir  une  r^- 
"  ponse  k  la  lettre  que  j'eus .  J'honneur  de  vous 
**  ^crire  le  six,  Deux  OflSciers  G^n^raux  ^- 
^^  toient  icij  il  y  a  quelques  jours,  envoyfe  de  la 
^^  part  de  la  Junta  Supreme,  lis  ne  m'ont  pas 
^^  para  d'avoir  ni  les  pouvoirs  ni  les  informar 

tiosis  n^cessaires  pour  combiner  une  operation. 

J'ai  cru  pouvoir  m'expliquer  plus  clairement 
*^  avec  vous.  Monsieur  le  G^n^ral,  et  j'ai  refds^ 
^^  d'entrer  avec  eux  en  mati^re :  c'Aoit  le  G^* 
^^  niral  Escalante  et  le  B^"^  G^n^ral  Bueno, 
"  J'ai  rhonneur  d'etre,  &c. 

'[  John  Mooke/'  '^ 

Hie  following  instructions  were  then  dis-* 
patched  to  Sir  David  Baird; 

Si7'  John  Hfoore  to  Sir  jpavid\Baird. 

"  Salamanca,  Sth  D^c.  1808.  t 
^*  MY  DEAB   6EK36RAL, 

"  Madrid  still  holds  out,  and  I  have 
/^  some  reason  to  believe  that  sopae  efforts  are 
^  making  to  collect  a  force  at  Tokdo,  and  a 

n2 


Digitized 


by  Google 


180 

^f  siiU  larger  one  cm  the  other  side  of  the  S^leira' 
^^  Morena.  As  long  as  there  is  a  chance,  we 
^^  must  not  abandon  this  country.  The  conduct 
^^  of  Madrid  has  given  us  a  little  time  ;  and  we' 
*^  must  endeavour  to  profit  by  it.  My  first  ob- 
^*  ject  must  be  to  unite  with  you,  and  tlitis  cob-' 
"  nect  myself  with  the  Marquis  Romana.  I 
"  shall  move  a  corps  frmn  this  on^  the  10th,  to 
/.^  Zamora  and  Toro.  To  which  last  place  I 
*.*  shall  move  Head-quarters^ 

"  I  should  wish  you  to  push  on  your  people 
"  by  brigades  to  Benavente.^  I  have  desired 
"General  Clinton  to  send  you,  for  your  prz- 
*'  vate  information,  the  manner  I  propose  di- 
"  Viding  the  army.  I  think  you  will  prefer 
"  commanding  a  division  to  being  second  in 
*^  command  without  any.  I  jsfend  yDU  this  ^^rz- 
"  vate^  that  you  may  consider  it>  and  let  nio 
."  know  if  you  would  wish  it  altered  in  any 
"  particular.  But  I  should  not  wish  it  to  be 
"  shown  to  any  of  the  Generals,  which  might 
*^  draw  upon  me  applications  which  I  could  not 
"  grant.  You  will  have  the  goodness  to  point 
*/  out  to  me  ^ly'  alterations,  respecting  the 
^'  corps  with  you,  which  might  ins^prove  th*^ 
^^  arrangement.  , 
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*^  You  n^vCT  noticed' the  letter  I  enclosed  to" 
^'  you,  long  sinipe,  for  General  Leith,  urdering 
^^  him  to  join  you.  lam,  therefore,  ignorant 
^^  whether  he  is  with  you.  He  is  placed,  like. 
^f  all  the  corresponding  oflficers,  under  my  com- 
*^  mand,  but  he  has  never  ^written  me  a  line. 
^  I  shall  thank  you  to  tell  me  where  he  is,  as 
^*  also  the  Officers  who  were  employed  in  the 
^^  mission  under  him. 

'^  In  the  mean  time  I  am  anxious  to  know 
^*  the  real  strength  and  condition  of  the  troops 
^^  Romana  and  Blake  are  assembling ;  and  I 
^^  shall  thank  you  to  send  an  intelligent  officer 
^^  to  Leon  to  •see  them,  and  who  is  capable  of 
^*  judging  without  allowing  himself  to  be  hum- 
^^  bugged.  You  will  of  cours^e  order  whatever 
^^  ttoop  arrive  at'Corunna  to  be  imiwediately 
^*  landed  and  moved  for^'ard. 

"  I  have  sent  Cc)lonel  Graham  (90  Eeg.)  to 
^Madrid,  and  expect  to  hqar  fixim  him  thi^ 
^*  evening. 

^^  J  remain,  &c,  , 

John  Moore/* 

Colonel  Graham,  who  had  been  deputed  with 
ihe  answer  to  Castelfiranco  and  Morla^oceeded 
%Q  Talav^ra,    no  oik^  road   being  open  ta 
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Madrid.  He  arrived  there  late  at  night  on  the 
7th  of  December,  The  following  letter  ex* 
plains  his  proceedings  ;  but^  as  the  Spanish 
ihessenger  was  slow,  and  the  Colonel  was  inde^ 
feti^bly  active,  he  returned  to  Salamanca  on 
the  9th,  Before  the  letter  arrived. 


Colonel  Graham  to  Sir  John  Moore^ 

"  Talaveira  de  la  Reina^ 
'    ««  Wednesetay  Night  Icae^  7-8  Dec.  l»d§. 

*^  MY  DEAR  GENERAL,  ' 

'  **  Owing  to  ihe  extreme  lUfBcuHy  ih 


u 
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getting  horses,  I  did  not'  get  here  till  past 
eleven  to-night  i  and  hearing  there  waB  a 
part  of  the  Junta  Centrarstiil  in  this  plac^,  I 
immediately  waited  on  them  to  obtaiin  infor- 
*'  mation  :  the  amount  of  which  I  send  b^  ah 
**  extrabrdinary  <:ourier,  as  the'  most  likely 
^'  means  of  its  reaching  you  soon ;  as  he  will 
^*  get  on  much  faster  than  I  could,  requiring 
**  fewer  horses. 

*    *^  It    seems,    on  the  3d,    CasteMranco  and 
^^  Morla  made  some  sort  of  agreement  with  the 
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^*  Jl^Kiich,  who  im  the  day  before  got  p988e8s]oa 

^^  4of  the  Retiro  aad  Piado  of  Madrid.    They  |u» 

*^^.  sifspected   of   treason  ii;i  this  proceeding ; 

^^haiang  refused  to  admit  the  troops  under  St. 

,  ^^  Juan  and  Hereida^  who  were  at  the  gates  on 

^^  this  side ;  and  whose  presence,  it  is  asserted, 

f  ^  would  have  enabled  the  citizens  to  have  de* 

^^  fended  the  town.     Gastellar,   the  Captain- 

^^  General,   and  all  the   Military  Officers  of 

^'  irank,  refused  to  ratify  the  agreement,  left  the 

^V town,  and  brought  away  16  guns;  and  the 

^^  inhabitants  rcffuse  to  detiyer  up  their  arms. 

ff  In  tlus  state  of  things  the  Enemy  remain  in 

^^  the  Retiro,  without  having  talen  possession 

^^  of  the  dilF^^nt  posts,  within ;  and  they  (the 

«^^  two^  Deputies  here)  do  not  .ihink  there  is 

.  f^juiy  chance  of  any  part  of  the  French  force 

^^  (between  80  and  80,000  men)  being  de- 

^^  tacfaed  from  Madrid.  ; 

^^  Castanos^  suiny,  meanwhile,  commanded 
*^  by  General  La  Pena,  second  in  command,  is 
^'^  at  Guadalaxara;  and,  they  9ay,  amounts  to 
;*^  about  30,000  men.  Therg  are  about  12,000 
^  of  the  remains  of  St.  Juan  and  Hereida's 
^^  army  here,  going  to  occupy  the  bridge  of  Al- 
f  ^  maraz  ;  where  great  exertions  are  making  by 
^^  the  iTunta  to  assemble  a  large  force.     Mean- 
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\^  while  ^St  Juan  has  been  aacrtficbd  to  tibe  pa^' 
f^  pular  fury  for  retreating  from  Madrid ;  and 
f^  was  this  morning  murdered  heve.  €)ne  of 
^^  the  mfembers  now  here  is  to  [uraoeed  iaiinqr^ 
diateiy  to  Leon^  to  concert  measures  with  the 
M.  de  la  Romana ;  whose  force  they  state^ 
by  tha  accounts  received  this  day,  to  exceed 
"  30,000  men  ;  and  every  where,  where  the 
f^  country  is  npt  occupied  by  the£nemy^  they 
f^  49ay  ^e  moat  active  measures  are  taking  to  in? 
*^  crease  the  military  £broe  of  the  eoantry.  They 
ff  state  tibs  whole  c^  the  Frendi  fecce  m  Spain 
^*  not  to  exceed  from  70  to  80,000  men ;  a  part 
f^  1^  which  is  before  Saragossa.  They  deny  any 
{^  jreinfproements  more  being  on  their  way  to 
f  ^  join  the  Enemy.  They  are  most  anxious  that 
^^  you  should  jmh  Romana.  I  shortly  explained 
f*  to  them,  the  divided  state  of  your  army,  and 
**  the  necessity  you  were  under  to  b^gin  a  re- 
^^  treat,  instead  of  completing  the  juiK^tion,  on 
^  hearing  of  Castanos'  defeat.  1  assured  them, 
^S  that,  whatever  .might  be  your  determination 
*'  firom  circuinistanoes,  you  have  nothing  xn^e 
"  at  heart  than  to  serve  effectually  the  cause  of 
^^  Spain  ;  but  that  the  British  stuxSiary  army 
^^  could  do  little  in  that  by  li^lf,  and  that 
every  thing  depelided  on  their  being    aiblcr 
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¥  tQ  bmg  Ibrwmrd  a  powerful  SpauuSi  amy^ 
^  that  oodkl  imite  with  it.  I  mean  to  ntiini^ 
^^  by  the  Pkoentia  toad.  lam  almid  I  shall 
f^  not  be  abk  to  get  the  Cburiea:  to  «eiid  thia 
^^till  to-^morrow  morning. 

^^  I  remain  ever  most  traly  yoars^ 

^^  Thokjls  Graham. 

''  V.S.     I  think  they  mea^  that  La  P^na 

<^  fibonld  retire  on  Aadalasia :  though  diey  do 

^^  wxt  seem  to  faa^e  quite  given  up  hopes  of  the 

^*lp)&ople  «£  Madrid  insi$tingf  sfaoald  they  be 

^^  abis  to  intoodbce  a  few  thousand  men.     The 

f^  Junta  is  a£  Tmxillo.     You  see  that  all  I  can 

<^  do  is  to  repeat  what  i  have  heard ;  lor  I  have" 

'  ^'  no  mean®  at  this  moment  of  judging  for  my- 

^^sc^f/ 
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^6 


(^Paper  inclosed.y 

...  "  In  the  Miming  (f  the  tth. 

^'  I  HAVE  jiist  heard,  from  good  au«- 

thoity,  that  tbe  fkiiemy  have  gone  topwmrds 
^  Saragossa  with  a  iarge  force ;  and  that  that 
f  ^  and  Madrid  ane  their  objects. 

^'  P.  Si  Official  accounts  wee  just  come,  dbat 
"  they  attajcked  Saragosea  on  tlie  first,  and  \veK 
^'.  repulsed  widi  great  loss/' 
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/  Hiis  letter  esoempUfies  tUe  manner  in  wkicfa 
the  Spanish  Junta  eloaked  their  calamities  from 
the  sight'  of  their ^ally.  Not*  heing  aUe  ahso- 
lutely  to  deny  the  cajpitulatiop^  they  softened  it 
into  a  kind  of  agreement ;  adding,  that /iha  in* 
dignant  inhabitants  had  refiised  to  deliver  up 
th^r  arms,  and  that  the  French  had  not  ven- 
tured to  enter  the  city.  They  also  sunk,  down 
the  numbers  of  Buonaparte's  army  far  below  :&e 
truth,  and  exa^^ted  their  own  in  the  same 
proportion ;  completely  disguising  from  the  fti« 
tish  Generalthe  relative  strengtib  of  both* 
.  He  was  thus  misled  by  the  persohs  who  ought 
to  have  instructed  him ;  and  taught  to  bd&sv9 
that  Madrid,  instead  of  surrendering^  had  only 
formed  a  species  of  armistice  with  the  Enemy  : 
that  Spanish  corps  were  preparing  to  advance  to 
its  relief;  and  that  the  chief  portion  of  Buona<i 
parte's  force  must  be  occupied  in  controuling  it« 
It  appears  from  Sir  John  Moore's  letters,  that 
he  neither  credulously  trusted,  nor  totally  dis- 
believed, this  authenticated  account ;  though  it 
was  likewise  confirmed  by  many  private  reports ; 
particularly  by  the  testimony  of  a  Friar,^  who 
had  come  from  Madrid.  Notwithstanding  hii$ 
doubts,  he  considered  hiniself  compelled  to  make 
every  effort  in  his  power  for  the  refief  cf  the 


Digitized 


by  Google 


capital^  aBd  accordin^y  advanced  from  Sala**' 
manca. 

31ie  movement  was  made  from  the  left  flaQk> 
hy  brigades^  towards  the  Duero^  ,  . . 

'  The  reserve  and  Greneral  Beresford's  brigade 
were  marched  to  Toro ;  there  to  miite  with  the* 
cavahy  imder  Lord  Paget^  who  had  reached^ 
that  place  from  Astorga.  He  moved  with  the 
remaining  divisions  towards  Alaejos  and  Torde'<^* 
^as.  At  this  last  place  the  whole  were  in*, 
tended  to  unite^  whence  he  proposed  to  proceed 
to  Valladolid.  Sir  David  Baird^s  corps  were 
not  yet  all  collected :  but  he  was  direpted  to 
push  on  his  brigades  to  Benavente  to  support 
or  join  him. 

The  intention  of  this  movement  was  to 
threaten  the  communication  between  Madrid 
and  France :  but  the  design  is  expressed  in  the 
following  letters. 

Sir  John  Moore  to  Mr.  Frere. 

^^  Salamancaj  Dec.  10,  1808. 
*^  SIK, 

"  Colonel   Graham,   whom  I  had 
^^  requested  to  go  to  Madrid,  returned  last 
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^^  night.  Kfe  gdt  no  ^her  than  Talaveira, 
^*  where  he  met  two  Members  of  the  Supreme 
^^  Junta,  ^om  whom  he  learned  the  capitulation 
^^  of  Madrid,  with  the  circumstanoes  relating 
^  to  it,  I  own,  I  cannot  conceir^  how  the 
^  Duke  of  Castelfranco  and  Mr.  de  Morla 
^  could  have  given  up  the  town,  if  the  inha** 
^  hitants  had  been  very  resolute  in  their  deter- 
^*  mination  to  defend  it.  It  is,  I  suspect,  like 
^  the  cry  of  the  Armies,  \  who,  to  cover  their 
^  misconduct,  accuse  their  Chiefs  of  treachery, 
"  and,  in  the  instance  of  St.  Juan,  put  them 
"  to  death.  Although  I  have  little  hope  of 
"  the  success  of  the  Spanish  cause  (for  J  see 
"  no  marks  any  where  of  enthusiai»[n,  or  of  a 
^  determine  spirit;  either  a*iOngst  the  people 
^  or  the  Government) ;  yet,  as  it  i«  possiblb 
'^  that  it  may  be  roused,  and  as  it  is  eaid  that 
**  forces  £^re  assembling  in  the  South,  1  sh^I 
"  unite  the  British  army;  and,  in  concert  with 
^^  the  Marquis  of  La  Romana,  undertake  i^uch 
*^  operations  as  ;>ppear  to  us  best,  I  have  not 
"  yet  received  an  answer  from  the  Miirquis  to 
*^  my  late  letters ;  but  I  expect  to  receive  one 
*^  hourly.  I  do  not  know  tlie  number  of 
people  he  has  ccAlected  j  hut  they  cue  not  of 
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^f  ladesoripttQn.,frQm/(¥ltt>m  mnoh  ^n  Ibe.^^ 
^'  pected*  .       w  .     :   :  ^ 

.  "  I  have  now  i  with  Me  (Sep^ral*  Hbpe's  (Ji-^ 
'^  vision,  the  artillery^  ^nd  the^hole  c$ivalf}%' 
^^  which, ^  hoWeveif,  «U3  yet  only  amoufato  t6» 
^*  2,300i  Madrid;  in  the  state  it  is,  mufct  oc*- 
^^  cupy  a  considerable  portion  itf  the  Bnemy'» 
^F  forcet  Saragossa  still  holds  out;  and  the 
^^  levieB  ia  the  South  will  attraist  hia  attention.- 
"  The.  wh<ile  canriot  be  turned  agaidst  ikd ;  and 
^^  :irt  a  v«ty  few  days  I  hope  to  have  the  army  in, 
'^  readiness  lo  act.  I  shall  begifa  to-morrow  to 
^^  put  part  of  it  in  motion ;  and  my  wish  id  to 
*^  unite  it  at  Valladolid.  In  the  pmsent  doubtf* 
'^  fol  stite  of  things,  it  strikes  me  thalt  it 
^^  would  be  an  advantage  to  get  Cadie  into  .ouf 
^^  possession ;.  and  perhaps^  if  it  were  pointed 
^^  out  to  the  Junta  as  a  place  of  safety  for  them 
*f  to  reti'eat  to,  they  would  agree  to  our  placing 
^^  a  garrison  An  it :  in  whidiT  case,  there  are 
'f  two  strong  regiments  coming  fnim  Gibraltar 
"  to  join  this  army  ;  and,  upon  signi^ng  it  tb 
^  Sir  John  Cnidock  at  Lisbon,  daiey  cmdd  be 
^f  thrown  into  Cadiz  for  the  moment,  until 
<^  some  arrangement  could  be  infide.  This 
**  Province,  like  others,  has'  received  ord«^  to 
V^yroa;   bat^  unless  the  Junta  {daca  ill  ikai 
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Provinces  persons  of  character  and  at>ilii:y  to 
carry  their  orders  into  execution,  they  will 
**  be  of  little  avail.  Pigioatelli,  the  Captain- 
f*  General,  has  retired  even  from  Avila.  By 
^* 'the  bye,  that  town,  furnished  25,000  rations 
^'  to  the  French  the  other  day,  upon  a  simple 
^^  order  being  sent  to  them  £r6m  the  Escurial.  ' 
'  "If  at  this  moment  this  town,  Ciudad 
^>  Rodrigo,  and  Zamora,  were  armed,  smd 
^  would  defend  themselves,  it  would  be  of  con- 
"  siderable  service ;  as,  otherwise,  when  I  go 
^^  towards  Valladofid,  my  communication  with 
"  Almeida  and  Portugal,  from  whence  I  draw 
my  resources  in  ammunition,  &c.  &c.  may  be 
intercepted.  A  man  of  energy,  as'  Captain-' 
General  of  this  Province,  residing  under  the 
^*  protection  of  tiiis  army,  and  explaining  jn 
♦^-Proclamations,  or  otherwise,  to  the  people 
"  the  services  expected  froiu  them,  and  which 
**  they  might  perform,  would  be  of  infinite  use. 
^  The  people  are  left  too  much  without  di- 
*^  rection;  and  we  cannot  get,  even  for  money, 
*f  ^common  intelligence.  It  is  only  by  Colonel 
**  Graham,  last  night,  I  knew  the  capitulation 
^^  of  Madrid,  which  happened  the  3d  I  take 
V:  the  liberty  to  state  these  particulars  to  you, 
t^  as  perhapis^^  by  means  of  the  Junta,  remecKev 
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**  might  be  allied.  I  dhall  thank  you  4lott(^ 
"  mention  any  direction  in  vjiiich  I  •'mean  tc^ 
^^mbve;  but  to  isay,  in  genefal,  that  tfab' 
^*  British  Army  will  act  in  conjunction  with  th^ 
*^  Army  otloL  Romana*  ^^ 

r..»         "  I  have  the  honma*  to  be,  &c.  &«.      '^ 

^^  John  Moo«£/^ 


i  [ 


Sir.  John  Mowe  to  Sir  David  Baird. 

.<■.•'  •    ..•     ' 

"  Jbfawawca,  12M  ZJ^cemAtfr,  1 80S. 

•  .    ,    ":MY  DSAR  SIJL  DAVIIX, 

^^  I.  HA VJB .  received  both ,  your  letters 
^Vpf  the  8th^  in  answer  to  mine  of  the  5th 
"and  6th.     \ 

.  "  Lord  Paget  is  at  Toro, .  to  which  .place  I  ^ 
*^fhaye:sftnt  the  reserve,  and.Greneral  Beres* 
"  ford's  brig:[^e>  the  rest  of  the  troops  fy»m 
."  this  are  mq^ing  to  the  Duero.  My  quarters 
«  to-miSrrow  will.be  at  Alaejos;  Hope's  at 
"  Totdi^llas ; :  Fraaef.  will  be 'with  me  with  his 
"  division,  on  theP.Hth;  on  .which  dayiXiord 
**  Paget, '  with  the  Cavalry  and  Infantry  from 
^*  Toro,  will,  miotve.  along  to  Duero^  .  toward 
^^  US9  so  as  to  enable  the  whale,  to  .reach  Toi^^ 
^1  de^las  and  its  neighbourhood  the  15thr  and 
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<^  VaUciddiid  ooi  the  10th..  IfatfYeno  waamet 
^^  fmm  ik*  Marqvit  d^  la  Romasoift^  to  wluMi  i 
<^  wrote  upfm  the>  6tib^  smd  tvith  whom  it  k 
^  my  wkih.  to  form,  a  jobc^h^  abd  ito:  c<t- 
^^  operate.  But^  althou^  I  am  diss^tpoaoftefl 
^^  in  .fiO^.faeoiiQg  f n»&  Jbim^  and  Mnust  forego 
^^'  any  wsistaiice  frtmi  him ;  and  although  your 
*^  corps  will  not  be  up  in  time,  yet. I  think  it 
^*  an  objedt  with  the  troops  I  have  to  march  to 


a 


Y^U^didid;  fix>tn  whi&iice,  a<5cc»rditig  to  th^  ^ 
^^  information  I  receive,  I  may  move  on  to  Pa^ 
^^  leticia  and  Bm^goer;  and  thus  threaten  the 
^^  Enemy's  communioatMns,  ajid  cause  a  divar-  " 
f  ^  sion  in  fai»iur  of  Madrid  or  Sartigossa,  or  ' 
^^  any  movement  ^hidbr  way  h^  in  oonte&t^ 
"  plation  from  the  South  of  the  Tagus.  i 
^  ^  ikaSky  at  all  evcmts^  cover  you  whilst  ^- 
^^  SQfmhlitig  at  *  Astorga  luid  B^avente,  and 
^^  ttayinng  you  on  to:me,-  or  Ml  back  upon 
^^  yw^  as  occasion  requiresv;  land,  in  lliemsaii 
^^  time^.I  shall  bo  just  as  tefe  as  a4?  SalsmHtei 
^>  or  Zamova.  J  tfciiik' I  i^aM  call  aa  to*me 
ffr^ColixiA  Crawford)  with  hiff  ooips,  i  isitB^  by 
^^  1?om  or  MecKnai  de  Bio  Seeo,  of  tv^iich  I  shall 
♦'g^e  you  nofdce  from  Alan^os.  f  ha^e  ^t- 
<^  tjtchcd  one  IMgade  of  artillery  to  eac^t  di^ 
^^  ^1011  of  die  army;  whatever  is  wreff  ik  «oii^ 
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<^fii&red  «»  TMervsB*     To  eaob  divkion  a]fi<> 
^<4h«re  is  attadied  ten  reanda  iof  ;mii£iket  eio** 
/^4:ridges  per  man  earned  ki  <caiH»,  aod  fow 
^  m^ies  with^  pack-saddles^  for  dbe  pnrpose  of 
^^  'bnngiiig  the  jeai^dgBs^  when  waated^  £rom 
*^  tli«  carte  to  lihe  traces ;  besides  which,  I  am 
"^^fonvai^^fiig  musket-faaastomtioBt  add  aumm-- 
;^^  mtkm  lor  gnns,  to  i&mora.    .1^  think  if  yeu 
**^  bring  on  with  the  troops  two  brigades  of  aiv 
^^tttki^^   brides '  the  tito  of/h6»e  artUieryy 
^oAe    of  whjidi    is   with   Lwd  Bs^t,    tins 
^>  will  fivfiee^  leave  the  .other  two  at  Astoiga, 
-^^taeady  .td    oi^ixie    fwwaxd    liiiea    caUed  for. 
^^^1  wish  you  would  laake  ilva  same  ansffga- 
iB0Qt4br4»r]ying  with  yx>ur  hsigad^Si  4^  di- 
visions^ 4en  rounds  a  jsibaay  be^ide^  the  ^ixty 
^m  pottchee.     I  shaU  esuolose  a  le14m*  ^Qom 
^^£!olo(i;i!el  Harding^  itaomiQattdiJig  the  jurti^kry, 
^^Mcplanatory  of  imsarf  thLa^  dbf^.     I  S««MAda: 
^^  Benavente  as  ift  .{>huce  to  have  oeiiaw  «l9MS 
^^  advanced  to.;  Am^  oat  ysou  i^wcdd  4ivide  be- 
^•^^tween  Astoiga  and  Villafiranca. 

^^All  the    money   at    Corunna   should  be 

**  brought  up  to  ViUafranca }  we  shall  want  it. 

I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  your  opmicai . 

upon  the  Galicias  and  Vigo  jr  and  it  is  that 

which  nowy  probably,  I  ^haU  foUoiW^.  sboald 
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^^such  a  measure  become  neeessaiy*  I  son, 
^^  therefore,  most  anxious  that  magazines,  should 
^^  be  formed  cm  that  communication.  I  have 
^^  writtrat  home,  to  direct  that  all  transports, 
-^^  &c^  should  call  at  Coruima^  and  Y jgo,  unless 
^^  otherwise  directed.  Corunna  must  he  the 
^^  place  for  aU  siqiplm  from  England ; -^  the 
^^  conuaunieation  throu^  Portu^l  is  diflSknik 
'**  and  tardy. 

<^  iPorward  the  inclosed  to  the  Marquis  de  la 
^'Romaxm  as  soon  as  possible ;  and  s^ud  me 
^*  any  letters  which  may  come  from  him  with- 
'^out  d^y.  An  Officer  will  remain  atSala- 
^^  manca  io  forward  letters  to  me.  Should  you 
not  prefer  liie  direct  road  by  Toro  to  Tonde^ 
sillas,  or  VaUadolid,  you  will  not  liiink  it 
^^  necessary  to  have  more  cavalry  with  you 
^^  whUst  I  am  ia  your  front.  I  shall  enclose  a 
^^  letter  for  Lmd  Castkieagh%  which  I  shail 
^^  thank  you  to  forward  to  Ccorunna; 
^'  Believe  me  sincerely,  &c. 

"  John  Mootf.^^' 

*^  Vide  Appwdix,  CC.  p.  91. 
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'  :>*  r]  in-v.    ••■•  ■  :  vt:  \^  i'ri'f'i  r.fl?  •- 
tStf  John  Moore  {o^]if^ 


•^ri-|>  '*- 


"I  LEAVE  this  to-morrowi'  aiid  t 
1.^^  €3cpQC^  10  b«j '  ip  VtfUa^bMd  en  riti^  I6tl|#  with 
/^  that  part  of  the  army  which  qame  j&^om  Por- 
'M;tiigal^  J^i^ed  hy  1500  Cavalry  winch  oaiae 
^'/ ividi  ^  Dfivid  Baird;  the  rest  of  Sir  David'9 
M  Goifmh^'  is  assembllBg  at  Astorga  and  Bena^ 
t^  v^n^\;  :  but  I  have  thou^h^  it  advisable  to 
f^  mi^%j^\%  movement  witlK>9t  him,  rathCT 
"than  wait  longer.  IJe  \i411  be  inlmy  rear, 
.^^^.atid 'can  jioin'me  wh^n  he  is  ready.  I  have 
f^Vlieajfd  nothing  from  l^e  Mebrquis^de  let  Ro- 
/^  mana^  in  ailsWer  to  the  tetters  I  wrote  to  him 
*1^  on  the  eth.and; 8th  instant.  I  am  thus  dis- 
i^  appelated  of  his  cqi-operation^.or  of  knowing 
."  w;hat  plaod  he  ppo|)OMs. 

"  I  am .  in  ignorance  of  the  state  <rf  Madrid.  ^ 

^^' It  w^as  attacked  the  2d,  and  capitulated  the 
"  3d-     The  French  then  had  the  Retiro,  and 
-  *^  the  people  kept  their  arms.     Whether  this  , 
."  continues  their  relative  situaticm>    I  cannot 
^^  learn.  The  difficulty  of  obtaining  information  \ 

^^  surpasses  whjit  I  eyj^r'  met  Svjth. 
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^^  Tbe  tAg&dt  of  my  nuyvemeiit  ia  to  duneaten 
^^  the  Frendii  cooimiuuca<ioQ9^  and  »tt»ct  their 
^^  attendon  from  Madrid  and  SaragoMa,  and 
<^  Ikvosar  any  utoremeiit  which  may  be  pnjected 
^^  by  the  amues  hrmmg  to  the-South  of  the 
^'Tagat. 

>af  no  ad^tege  ia  token  of  it,  if  no  f  ffotfa^ 
*^^  are  made,  and  if  every  one  continues  qiuet, 
^f  as  ^ey  did  when  Madrid  was  attack^  the 
^^^  l?ren(^  w^l  have  their  <^ion  to  turn  agwist 
^  me  what  portion  of  (heir  force  they  (tlease ; 
^'^^  k  will,  of  counse,  net  be  one  inferiiH*  in 
^^  numb»,  and  I  need  not  state  to  you  what  is 
f^  }%eiy  to  he  the  consequence*  ^ 

'^«  The  French  in  the  North  of  Spain  have 
^kom  60  4q  9QjO(^  iiien:-^it  is  sajd  that 
^^  mora  are  advancfiDg,  and  I  believe  it ;   as 
^  many  of  the  letters^  found  in  the.int^cepted 
ma3,  aftendeii  a  seventh  and  eighdi  division, 
preparfaig  to  enter  Signia.  ^  i  have  seen  no* 
tMng  IB  "fte  conduct  of  the  Spaniards  that 
gives  ^oe  jthe  least  hope  that  they  will  resist 
^^  such  formidable  numbers.    Hiey  have  shown 
^nothing  like  resolution  hitherto^     Madrid, 
^  after  so  much  boasting,  held  out  but  one  day. 
^  TbAs  army  is  now  in  motion,  and  I  shall  mako 
*^  i^th  it  what  diveisioB  I  can,  to  fttvovr  an/* 
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t*  resistances^  or  any  attai:&3  n»te  f^wirhere. 

*f  If  the  forces,  cdDbcted  to;1|he  Sauth\^Jard  of 

5^  the  Tagtis,  will. move  forward  in  great  nam; 

*^  bers,  and  like  meit  determined  ta  rescue  l^eir 

country y  Madrid  xnay  stiQ  Be  saved}*  if  the 

inhabitants  keep  their  anns^aad  if  the  I^rendL 

notwithstanding  the  capitufationry  have  not 

^*  dared  to  eater,  the  city ;  bat  nothing  short  of 

^^  some  very  decided  mf^asur^  will  save  eith^ 

i^  Madrid  or  Spain. at  this  moitfent     I  shaA 

^^  confinae  to  keep  you  informed  of  my  move* 

^^^  ments ;  and  your  Courier^  coming  by  Gitcdad 

^^^  RodrigOy  will  be  infonned  where  tor  find  ma 

*^  I  have^  &e. 

"JobnMoorb/* 

'     It  iEippears  by  this  letter,  that  the  Spaniards 

'  had  assured  Sir  ^ohn  Moore;  thut;  the  French 

iroops  wbre  fewer  by  more  than  a  half  of  their 

actual  numbers ;  and  by  tbeii^  assertions  tb^t 

the  inhabitants  of  IM^rid  had  not  submi^d^ 

^  but  retained  their  arms^y  he  xvas  led  to  entertaon 

hopes  that  his  movements  might  be  useful  tp 

gave  that  city. 

On  the  same  day,  Pefcember  12th,  Lord 

Piagelj  with  the  principal  part  of  the  cavalry, 

marched  from  Toro  to  Tordeidllas';  while  Bm 

^  gadi^r-G^neial  Stuaart,  coiomandtng  the  IStb 
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and  King's  Gekman  Ih'agoonsi  was  moving 
from  Arevoldl  'The  Brigadier  got  information 
diat'a  party  of  French  Rivalry  and  infentry  were 
posted  in  a  village  called  Rueda, 
'  Captain  Dashwood  secretly  reconnoitred  the 
place  at  night,  and  mailed  the  position  of  the 
guards.  The  Brigadifer  then  rode  up  to  the 
village  with  a  party  of  the  18th  Dragoons,  sur- 
prised the  Enemy i  and  killed  or  took  prisoners 
almost  the  whole  detachment. 

This  was  the  '  first  encounter  df  the  Fr^ch 
and  British  in  Spain.     Thfe  'march  of  the  Bri- 
tish had  been  so  well  concealed,  that  the  French 
^  ^:  were  astonished  to  find  that  there  werfe  any  Eng- 

•  lish  troops  there:     The  prisoners  declared  that 

it  was  universally  believed  they  .had  retreated. 
•  The  Head'<3uarters  were^  on  the  14th  De- 
cember; at  Alaejos,  where  Sir  John  received  a 
letter  from'  the  Marqtiis  of  Romank,  who,  he 
thought,  tiad  been  ratlier  too' long  in  Avrirlng. 
^  The  Marquis  herfe  dishnCfly  expresses  a  perfect 
approbation  of  the  reasons  for  the  rptreat  which 
Sir  John  Moore  had  before  projected  ;  and, 
from  caution,  he  adds  not  a  word  respecting 
the  forward  movement,  lest  his  letter  should 
|all  into  tKe^hands  of  the  Enemy. 

There  is  often  in  the  M'arquis*s  letter  dne  ar 
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*A:S,  EfMr,-  {^Gete^  Sir  John  J^owf, 
■•  CommaneUiim  Gdn4ral  de  V>d.rm/ie  ui.neloise 
enEspagne.  ^      ,     ^       ^  .^ 

-* '  -  -  «<  ffiad  2tuirterSy  Leon^  ll/X  December,  1808. 

"SIR, 

"  Je  vois  par  les  deux  lettres  de  V. 
^K E.  dnsix et  h)aiti:^our^nt,  kt cau^  des  mouv^- 
mens  retrogrades  qu'elje  avoit  present  aux 
corps  d'Annde  sous  ses  ordros;  et  je  la  trouve 
trfes  fondde  et  trfes  juste.  Craignant  d'aven- 
turer  une  regonse  aux  articles  des  deux  lettres, 
je  me  r&erve  dfe  la  faire  par  le  moyen  d'un 
**.  Officier  que  j*exp^ierai  demain  pour  aller  a 
"  v6tre  rencontre  a  Zamora,  tandis  jjue  je  me 
V  pr^are  pour  feire  avec  V.  E^  la  jonction  si 
"  d&iree.« 

^^  J*ai    l*honneur    de    renouveller  h.  V;  E. 
'^  Fhoumiage  de  ma  baut^  estane,  et  de  la  par-* 
^^  fiaite  consideration  avec  laquelle 
^f  Je  suls  votre  tres  humble, 

"  et  tres  devoue  serviteur, 
"  Le  M akquis  de  la  Romaxa." 


*  Vide  Ti^n^laUon  in  Appendix,  Ff.p.  97, 
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ceived,  a  jiacket  of  letters  from  the  HeaA^fpfia^m^ 
ters  of  the  French  Army  were  brought  to  Sir 
John  Moore.  The  Officer'^ho  Had  tbemin 
iSiarge  was  intercepted,  and  nAirdeiNMi  by  some 
Spanish  peasants. 

The.  following  dispatch  from  Mai^hal  Ber* 
thier  to  the  Duke  of  Dalmatia  was  Very  impor* 
tant.  ^ 

r 

ji  Monsieur  le  Mar^chdl  Due  de  UkzlfMttie, 
commandant  le  2  Chirps  (T  Jfrm^e,  h  Sal- 
dana,.     Le  V.  ConnetahUy  Majof  frSn^al^'. 

^f  Chamgrim^  le  K)  Decen^re^  ISOS:, 

*^  A    MONSIEUR    LE    MAK£CHAL    DUC    i>k 
>*  ^^  DALMATtE^ 

^'  J'ai  lu  \  rEmpeieur,  Moa- 
"  sieur  le  Mar&halj  votre  lettre  du  4  JJtecem^ 
^^  bre,  apport^  par  Tun  de  vos  officiefsV  sa 
^'  Majesty,  Monsieur  le  Due,  appfpuve  tout  ce 
"  que  vous  avez  feit  Le  8™^  Regiment  de 
*^  Dragons,  le  22***°  de  Chasseurs,  le  Regiment 
\^  du  Colonel  Tascher,  le  Regimept  Hanovrien, 
'^  font  quatre  I^giments,  formant  deux  Bii* 

*  Vide  Tratfslatioir  hi  Appendix,  6G.  p^. ««. 
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^*  gad^  :^  (^vakne  sent  adds  ves^ovdwa*;  [et* 
^^vkms  pmxvGz  ks  fah«  maiidefrercQiiime  il  v^iis^ 
^*  ^^nvreildrsu  L^iQpoteur  pense  qjti'avee^  |k- 
^^  I)iTk£cm  Mfdie,  aiec  h  JOtvisioor  Mimton^- 
^^  fes  4^  Begimdntb  db  ifdiipes  k  chevdL,  i»i«iw 
^*  n'a^ez  ykn  qm  puia^e  vons  rooster.  ^ 

^^  Qo^arres  youb^  faixe?  Vcnriis' relidw  malice 
^^  da^  Ii^off>  v^etep  Femwmi  eu  Gdaqe^  ^ous- 
^^  if^mparar  de  Betiaveate  et  de  Zamotu;  vous 
f^'ftadev^s  pasraVoiif  d'Anglaid d^trifv^a^oar 
^^  ^pelqaiba  R^bstctte  soat  ydbus^^  F£s^iim]> 
^^  k  SabatarnqoBty  et  tcnit  porte  ^  peiuser  qujils 
^^^aotit  ett  ^dne^  mseaAiu&  rAroggade :  ndtrfr* 
avamt^gafde  est  aajoard'huf ^  Talaveitat  de;la- 
Reyna,  sur  la  route  de  Badajoz:  eUe  sera- 
^^  lyicmtAt  aor  cette  viile.  Yousi  aentez  assez 
^  qtfeee  moaveinent  (s'il  ne  Fa  pas  d^a.  hky 
^^'Vfifmcet  les  Angkb  M  accourb^ur  UsbDiiiae. 
^  Au  iXioment,  M^nisieor  le  Mar&^hai^  qudvoiw 
^  serez  deirtaki,  comme  tout  porte  k  le  pr^umer, 
^  qu'iS  n'y  A  pad  d' Anglais  devaQt  vous^  Youft 
"^j^dtfVdar  iiiarclrev  droit  et  t^e  baiss^;  U  n'y 
^'  «f  i^fen  en  Bipiagiiols  qui  ptiiase  tenir  c6n[tr0' 
^ifKA  deux  divisione.  Faites  fabe  des  tcndier^ 
^  et  dea^capo^tea  k  LeoD>  4  St  An^er,  k  Fa- 
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^^leocik.     Sa  Ma|est^  i^prouTe  toiites  las,^*'- 
^^  mandes  que  voa8.ferez:ayant  pbTirl)s»l;  d'kna^-> 
^^  liorer  votre  mat^el :  ^roaiB  pkmvez  ^gsd^taoeiit^ 
"  ^wqfi^iir  de&  malets  pour  Tetnonter  Yotre  artil-^ 
^^lerie,  eV  des  44i6vai»:  ponrJrenuiliter./Vt^ 
^^ea^aleiie,  en  mettantjdaaatbttt  cela  loflr  £dr^ 
^'Ues  et  tout  ce  xfOLi  tieiit>k  la  bonne%dlnuU3«- 
^^  tration.     U  es%.  possible   qu*aiissi46t  que  j  da* 
^^  divisioQ  de  Dragons  du'<i^Bb  <MHkr  aitiv^sra 
^  en  Espagne,  TEmpereur  voB&renyoye?^  n^ 
^^  cette  division  ne  sem  pas  eh  Espagitefiau 
^^  moins  de  15  jours.     A  la  distance. oa'^iodus 
VOU8  ixaavez  de  nous,  Moi^ieur  le  Duc^  vous 
ne.pqfuves  vous  oonduireque  par  vmis^to^Qiie/ 
^  et  regaifder  tout  ce.qne  je  vqrus  i^rui  ^a  :un  ^' 
^'^  grand  ^loignemenl:  icomme  une  dIcectiMi.  g^-** 
^^'-ni^rale.-'  :  .    ■'  ..-•..     i   *\     -.^  ,••:     ;    '• 

'  ^  Sa  Majes^  pense.que^vott^  prendre^  ;tautes* 
^  les  miesure^  pour  soumettre.  ie  pays  entr^  Ae^ 
*>  Ihiero,  la  Galice  et  les  Asturies,  ^  gardant* 
^toutesfois,  et  pr^cieusement,.  St.  Ander*  Jj^ 
<<  5<n«  €«>rps,  que:  commande  le  Mai^cbal  ]>ae 
*^  de  Trevise,  a  re9u  Tordre*  de  \3^  dirig^  »ur 
^^  Sarragosse.  ^  Le  8°^^  corps  aui^  jxsdi$a  du  Dpe^ 
^*  d'Abrantes;  dbnt  la  l'^  Div<*"  aitiv^«Ji^yUc»ia 
^^  vera  le  12,  Va  vraisemblablament  receyoir  des* 
«^  ordr^s  pour  se  i^unir  it  £urgosi     Pe^s  ga-* 
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*^  en  guerre,  ont  l-OT^fe  de  se  reftdre  •%?  St' 
S^.  ATld*^>M^s  Ife^hargdJ  delmarchandise  An- 
"  glaise  saidle,  decotoil,  delaine,  d'artilleide, 
f^:  et  4ju^oft-Tes  expedie  sur  Fiance.  >  Eiifittj  iqnez 
^^  ¥atiadoUd  et  '^aanomi  dagis  la(  isoum^sibn :' 
^^  VdUadc^di^  une  boime  vifle,^t  qui  s*e$t  feteij 
**  conduite ;  on  dit  qu*il  seroit  txh^  int^r^ssant 
^  dii^cnper  Zamora.  •  Enfin,  Mfikrieieur  te  Due, 
^  TErnqperexMr  pense  que  vous  ptouv^z  toiit  fairfe 
^^  du  moment  que  lies  Anglais  seroht  Tetir&  sur 
« Lisbmine.  .        i  :^  f      ^  *: 

^*  Cinq  divisions*  de  Castaiios,  compos^i^  des 
^^  mellieures  troupes,  ont  ^t^  culbut^s  plus  fa- 
^^  cilement  encore  que  voiis^n'ayez^cul^ut^  vous- 
^^  m^me  Tarm^  d'Andalou&ie  k  Burgos.-  '  Lesr 
-*^- debris  de  TArm^e  de  Castanos  sont  pouriuivis 
^^  par  le  Mar&hal  Bessieres,'  qui  leUr  a 'eonp4- la 
^  route  d'Estramadure,  et  qui  les^  pm^psuit' sur 
^^  celle  de  Valence  a  plusieurs  journ&s  au  delSt 
**  du  Tage.  L'Empereur  a  son  quatti^  g^n€- 
<*  ral  k  Cbamartin,  petite  campagne  ^tine  li^ud 
f^  et  demi  de  Madrid;  sa  Majesty  jouit  de^ta 
^*  meilleure  santd.  La  ville  de  Madrid  est  treS 
*^  tranquille ;  les  boutiques  sont  ouveittfs;4es 
i^  spectacles  ont  repris,  et  il  ne  parait  pas  que 
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<^  les  premierB  pourpdrkmayent  6ti  iq^uy^  6t 
^^  qufttse  nulle  cou|m  de  oanon. 

"  Major  G6i6al.     : 
^^  Je  vmt4  eoyerrai  ckmain  k  proclaauittion  dt 
^^  les  liiT^t^  pri»  par  TEmpereur;  TOttciy  fecoii-^ 
^^ii0kre%  celui  fait  poiu*  qommander  &  toat.7 

lliia  letter  gfi^e  Sir  John  Moore  net  e9^  A 
Gontct  accoyrat  of  the  disposition  of  most  of '{be 
French  divisions,  together  with  the  intentibns 
of  the  Emperor ;  but  also  included  an  e^bt 
fomBaary  c^  the  Spanish  c^rationsy  and  of  the 
state  c^^Madrid. 

The  most  impolrtaQt  service  that  Mr.  Frere 
could  perform  to  Spain  And  to  his  Cotintry,  w&s 
certainly  to  send  intelligence  of  all  irapoilant 
events  to  t^e  Commander  of  ^<J>e  Forces^,  This 
duty  was  of  course  inculcated  in  his  instructions 
fixiin  the  Secretary  of  State  ;^  in  which  is  the 
following  clause :  ^^  you  will  on  your  part  keep 
*^  him  (Sir  J.  Mowe)  regularly  infOTmed  of  any 
*^  political  event  of  imporiSaince  ^hich  ma;^  arise^ 
^  and  which  can  in  any  d^ree  a£^t  the  safety, 
*^  or  influence  the  movements^  of  the  army;'* 
It  caimot  he  i(|^uestioned  that  the  surr6n<ter  wnA 
total  submission  of  Madrid  was  a  political  even^ 
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of  some  importance ;  and  likely  to  affect;  th« 
safety^  and  influence  the  movements^  of  tlx# 
Bri^sharmy.  Yet  Mr.  Frere  never  transmitted 
to  Sir  John  Moore  this  intelligence  1  It  was 
the  more  requisite  to  do  so,  as,  hy  his  letters 
from  Aranjuez  when  close  to  Madrid,  and  hy 
lliose  from/Talavera  when  near  it,  and  by  the 
imssion  of  his  friend  Charmilly,  he  had  sent  the 
strongest  assurances  of  the  determination  of  the 
ii^abitants'  of  the  capi4Bl  to  hold  out  to  the  last 
extremity.  Yet  Mr.  Frere  never  intimated  to 
Sir  John  Moore  that  this  expectation  h^d  proved 
feUaeious !  To  conceal  such  intelligence,  would 
have  been  highly  criminal :  it  must,  therefore, 
be  Qonduded  that  Mr.  Frere  was  totally  nusin- 
formed  and  deceived.  Yet  one  is  quite  at  a  loss 
ip  conceive  how  the  Junta  and  Mr.  Frerp  could 
'find  any  difficulty  in  obtaining  intelligence  from 
Madrid.  For  this  city  never  was  surrounded 
by  the  French ;  the  .communication  with  the 
country  was  left  open  by  their  consent,  for  the 
Admission  of  provisions.  And  though  the  Gro«- 
vemor  and  a  few  others  were  traitors,  yet  the 
city  was  full  of  loyal  citizens,  imdoubtedly  dis- 
posed to  send  true  accounts. 

No  satisfactory  explanation  appears  for  the 
want  of  true  intelligence,  and  the  transmission 
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of  f^ike ;  or  for  mingling  both  togethter^  as  \Vas 
the  present  case.     For  the  Junta  had  actually 
.communicated  to  the  British  .Commander  thit 
Madrid  had  capitulated;  but  they  had  added 
that  the  city  had  remained  in  som^  sense  has^ 
tile,  and  that  the  French  troops  had  not  vea- 
'  ttired  to  enter  within  the  gates.  '^This  impres- 
sion of  course  continued  upon  his  i^ilid,  and.it 
was  from  Marshal  Berthier  that  he  was  in'- 
debted  for  the  knowledge  of  the  truth.     But  it 
.was  now  too  late  to  resmne  the  former  plsuaof 
carrying  his  arms  to  the  South :  aad  he  still 
..h^d  some  reliancie   on  the  favourable  advices 
which  had  been  sent  him  on  the  other  points. 

1  Along  with  the  unfevourable  intelligence 
communicated  in  Berthier's  letter,  it  was  some 
consolation  for  Sir  John  Moore  to  jfiud  that 
Buonaparte  believed  he  was  retreating.  But 
as  h^  perceived  that  Soult's  corpse  was  stronger 
than  had  been  represented,  he  considered  it  no 
Jonger  advisable* to  mJLrch  to  Valladolid,  lest 
Sir  Dayid  Baird  should  be  attacked  in  forming 
bis  jutiction.  He  thought  it  preferable  to  move 
to  Toto;,  to  approach  nearer  to  Sir  David,  and 
accordingly  ^Tote  to  him  this  intontiou. ; 
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\     .  Sir  ^ojm  M9or^  to  §m  MfpulBaird.     , . 

i       ^ '    >  ■      i>  i  0     ..•-.•■.>..•/!'        •     :  •■* 
:  ^^  1«Y  BEAR  SIS,.  r.  '» 

,  ^  f  ,  ..  f^  I.Bf3D£ivia>,  last  aighit  your  leti;eiv 
^^  of  tli!^  10th  aad  11th  inst..  It  w%9r  mj  iuteii>- 
^^  ti(Hi.tp:have  moved  to^moixow  op  Vallado^d^ 
"  hut  by  is^  letter  from  Buonaparte  to  Marshal 
:*^  Soult  at  3^ds^nha,  'which  we  have  interr 
cf^^d^i  the  officer  who  carried  it  having,  he^i 
munlered  by  the  peaflaixti;yy  I  am  induced  to 
{ /^h^ng^  my  direction,  and  shall  he  to-morrow^ 
"  with,^  the  troops  I  have,  ft  Xoro  and  itg 
^^  i^iip^ilite  neighho]wl^<>^*  I^  appears  thai: 
^^^  A^i^hal  3qult,  Due  de  Dahnatia,  has  with 
^^  hioi  two  dmsions.  at  S^l^^h^,  besides /one 
^*  under  die  Puc  d'Abrantes  which  is. collecting 
*^  at ,  Burgps, ^nd  another  under. die  3C>uc  de 
"  Tfevise  which  has  received  orders  to  march 
^^  on  Saragossa,  but  which  of  course  n^y  be 
^^  repalled.  Madrid  has  submitted,  and  ^  quie^.; 
^^  and  the  French  from  thence  are  marchii^g 
'^  uponBadajos.  Their  advanced  guard  W£^  at 
*^  T\daveira  la  Reinapn  the,  10th  insitant  My 
^^  object  is  now  to  unite  the  army  as  soon  as 
^^  posisible ;  jo\\  at  Benavente,  aii4  I  ^  7^$^!^ 
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'^  from  tvheoce,  ekher  by  a  forward  or  flank 
*^  mdvement,  the  two  eorps  cao  be  joined.  I 
/^  shall  ^nffct  all  my  stores  firom.^fimora  to  be^ 
^^  forwarded  to  Benavente.  The  arrangement 
*^  with  respect  to  yours  whidi  I  coimnunicated 
"**  to  you  in  my  letter  of  *he  12th  inst  may  go 
^*  oh ;  by  which  we  shall  have  a  certaiQ  |KJrtion 
^^  stt  Benavente^  and  the  rest  at  Astorga  and 
^'  the  rear.  It  appears,  from  the  intercepted 
^*  letters,  from  deserters,  and  from  prisoners 
^  we  have  taken,  that  the  French  ane  in.coitt* 
^^  plete  ignorance  .of  the  present  movementet, 
^^  and  think  we  have  retreated.  As  Aey  will 
,;*^  now  know  Ae  truA,  what  change  this  may 
**  make  in  their  march  to  Badajos  I  know  not  r 
^^  but  Marshal  Soult  will  certainly  be  checked 
^  in  his  intended  operations ;  which  wefe  pro* 
^^jected  upon  the  supposition  that  he  had 
'^  nothing  but  Spaniards  to  oppose  him*  Every 
'♦*  arrangement  which  I  before  directed  witli  a 
^  view  to  enable  us  to  live  in  the  <jla}$cias, 
**  shoidd  be  strictly  attended  to ;  for,  though 
^^  in  the  first  instances  we  may  not  have  o|i|ideed 
^*  to  us*  more  than  we  can  face,  it  will  be  iqt  the 
^  powter  of  the  Enemy  to  increase  their  force 
*«f  fer  beyond  our  strength.  I  have  received  a 
^^  l^^r  i^-om  the  Marquis  of  la  Romana,  aod  I 


Digitized 


by  Google 


20^ 


U 


expect  an  officer  from  him  evely  hour.  What^ 
"f^  ever  I  determine  with  him  shall  be  ^drnmu- 
^^  hicated  to  you;  in  the  mean  time  I  shatt. 
^^  thank  you  to  let  him  know  that  I  havQ 
*^  changed  my  intention  of  g6ing  to  ValladoUd^ 
"^^  in  consequence  of  information ;  and  that  I  am 
**  collecting  the  Army  at  Toro  and  ^navente; 
"  Believe  me,  &c. 

"  John  Moous.^ 

Though  Sir  John  Mooref  had  receipted  no  an*" 
swer  to  the  lett^:^  he  wrote  to  Mr.  Frere  on  the 
6th  and  10th,  he  continued  sending  him  exact 
infosmmtion  of  his  movements. 

Sir  John  Moore  to  Mr.  Frere^ 

«  Toroi  15  Dec.  1808. 
"  SIE, 

"  Marshal  Soult,  Buke  of  Dalmatia, 
**  is  with  a  corps  at  Saldana:  Junot,  Duke  of 
'^  Abrefntes,  is  marching  with  another  by  Vit- 
^^  tbria  on  Burgos ;  and  there  is  a  corps  under 
^"^  sBinother  Marshal,  Duke  of  Trevise,  destined 
^^  for  Saragossa;  Madrid  is  quiet  j  and  the 
array,  or  lather  ^a  portion  of  it,  is  on  it» 
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^  fttBOxAi  %o^  SadajdB }  the  adymotd  guard  ivad 
^  M  Ta}a?«ra  de  la  j^ina  on  the  10th.  Bud- 
^^  ftnpsKiife  b  at  €h&maiN:iii- — in  the  balkf  thact 
^*  ^  British  hftw  retired  into  PortngaL  Mur- 
^^  fi^.  fees^^re*  k  m  p»mik  of  the  nrnjcf 
*^  Castatidd  j  has  intetcept^A  its  mardi  to  Es-^ 
^'  tftiMdtira^  und  b  following  it  to  VaJeiioia. 
^^  This  information,  which  i  received  yesterday, 
"  W  ^tttmitied  fliie  to  unite  the  army  with  aU 
*^  possible  «peed ;  and  instead  of  proceeding  to 
."  VaHadofid,  I  have  marched  td  this  place,  in 
'*  order  to  make  my  junction  with  Sir  Thvid 
^  Baird;  who  is  assembling  hi^  cprfrs  at  Betia- 
^*  vente.  I  met  a  King's  messenger  on  my 
"  coming»to  this  town,  who  was  in  search  of 
^^  you :  I  have  directed  hfaii  to  go  to  Ciudad 
"  Rodrigo ;  where,  according  to  the  infor- 
*^  matioa  he  receives,  he  will  proceed  straight 
"  to  Badajos,  or  enter  Portugal. 

"I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

*^  JoiiK  Moorb/' 

The  Bfidah  Commander  was  now  very  de<^ 
anrbus  that  the  Duke  of  Dalmfatin.  should  nrnvv 
forwa^^  aBd  meet  hite  half  iitfay ;  thoogh  hiB 
could  ]»rdly  flatj^  hit&ielf  wi^  tfaii  esfftc» 
tatioi).    He  resolved  therefia^  to  maiok  io«* 
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W^r^  hiAi^  ft»m  his  junctibn  with  SirBavid 
j^iird.ontbe  road^  aiid^  if  possible^  encounter 
Marshal  Sdtttt  before  he  was' rdtiferced,  and 
before  any  French  corps  should  be  pushed 
forward  on  Im  right  flank  to  endanger  his 
retreat 

With  thiii  design  he  had  ttarched^  to  Toro, 
which  he  reached  on  the  16th.  Here  he  re-^ 
ceived  the  £cdlowing  letter  from  Lieut-Col. 
Symes,  who  had  been  deputed  by  Sir  David 
Baird  to  ascertain  the  strength  aiid  coxidition 
i4l  the  Marquis  of  Romana's  troop;$4 

'  JLieut.^Colonel  Symes  to  Sir  Ihvid  Batrd^ 

''  Leon,  l^  Dec.  IM3. 

'^'  SIR,      .     '  .  ' 

^^  I  £tAV£  the  honour  to  acquaint  you 
^*  that  I  arrived  .at  Leon  yesterday  evening} 
f^  the  difficulty  of  procuring  post-horses  greatly 
^*  retarded  my  journey.  Between  Bembibre 
and  M anzanal  I  met  a  brigade  of  Spanish 
artillery,  viz.  two  howitzers,  and  six  field* 
yieces:  they  were  proceeding  to  Ponteferada, 
^-  for  what  precise  ol^ect  I  could  not  learn  ;->* 
f^  poesibly  t&  defend  the  passes  of  the  moan- 
*^taaiftr 
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*^  At  a  league  North  of  Aotorga  I  came  on 
another  brigade  of  Spanish  giins^  drawii  up 
"  on  a  rising  ground.  These  guns. had  only 
"  three  or  four  men  to  guard  them^  and  no  re- 
^^  gular  centinels.  I  was  told  that  ^e  gimiiers 
"  and  cattle  were  in  the  neighbouring  village* 
"  I  examined  the  state  of  the  guns  and 'the 
ammunition,  as  closely  as  I  could  without 
giving  offence.  They  appeared  very  de- 
^^  fective ;  the  men  said  they  came  frojtn  Leon 
fifteen  days  ago,  and  knew  not  whither  or 
when  they  were  to  proceed.  At  Orbigo^, 
four  leagues  from  Leon,  I  found  the  place 
"  occupied  by  a  numerous  body  of  troops ;  I 
"  was  told  4,000,  under  Major-General  Don 
^*  Jenars  Trigader.  There  were  five  regiments ; 
.  ^*  irtxree  of  the  line — ^El  Rey,  Msyorca,  and 
*^  Hibernia ;  and  two  of  militia— the  Mal- 
'  ^^  donada  and  another*  The  equipment  and 
^^  appearance  of  these  troops  were  miserable. 
'^  I  had  an  opportunity  of  inspecting  the  aims 
**  of  the  Geiieral^s  Guard,  which  were  ex- 
tremely imperfect ;  the  springs  and  l<>ck8  do 
not  often  correspond ;  either  the  main  spring 
was  too  weak  for  the  feather-spring,  or  tl» 
*^  feaiher-^^pring  too  weak  to  produce  certain 
^^  fire  from  the  hammer.     I  tried  sixteen  f  of 


a 


ii 


a 


a 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


«13 

^^  this  number  oiily  six  had  bayonets^  and  these 
^'  were  ahoi*t  and  bad«  The  ammunition- 
'^  pouches  were  nat  proof  ^igainst  rain :  the 
^^  elothihg  of  the  soldiers  was  motley,  and  some 
^'  were  half  naked.  They  were  in  general  stout 
^{  young  pien,  without  order  or  discipline,  but 
^^  not  at  all  turbulent  or  ferocious ;  and  nothing 
^^  of  intoxication  was  observable.  Soon  after  I 
J*  left  Orbigo,  I  I^et  the  regiment  of  Vittoria 
'^  on  its  march  from  Jjeon,  destined,  I  was 
^^  told,  for  Ponteferada :  the  m«n  were,  wretph- 
^^  edly  clad  and  anried. 

^^  I  got  to  Leon  early  in  the  evening,  and 
^*  waited  on  the  Marquis  de  laRomana:    he 

had  not  heard  <^  the  capitulation  of  Madrid; 

expressed  himself  vaguely  on  the  subject  of 
^^  moving ;  stated  his  force  at  22,000  infantry 
^*  and  300  cavalry;  complained  much  of  the 
^^  want  of.  officers;  had  intended  to  form  his 
^^  army  into  fiv^  divisions,  but  could  not  for 
*^  want  of  Officers  to  put  at  their  hejad ;  he, 
^  therefore,  meant  *to  divide  his  army  into 
^*  wings;  one  under  General ^Blake,  the  other 
^*  under  himself;  that  his  forte  was  daily  in- 
•^  creasing  by  the  return  of  fugitives.  He  ex- 
f^  pressed  hopes  that  we  had  light  troops  to 
^  oppose  those  of  the  French,  who  were  yerv 
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^^  expert ;   snd  added,    that  he  was  traimng 
^^  6,000  of  his  men  to  that  species  of  waTftire, 
*^  There  was  to  be  a  geneiral  reA^ew  th^e  next 
^*  day,  at  which  I  expressed  a  desire  of  the 
^^  honour  of  attending  his  Excefleticy.    In  the 
^^  morning  I  waited  on  the  Marquis,  and  pressed 
^'  him,  as  far  as  I  could  with  propriety,  on  the 
^^  subject  of  joining  Sir  John  Moore  5  to  which 
■^  he  ^vaded  giving  any  more  than  general  as? 
^  surances.     He  does  riot  thank  that  the  force 
^*  of  the  Enemy  in  the  North  exceeds  10,000 
"men  in  all;  and  that  there  is  no  danger  of 
^^  their  penetrating  into  Asturias,     He  recom- 
^*  mei^ds  to  Sir  John  Moore,  to  break  down  all 
^*  the  bridges  between  Toro  and  Aranda— five 
^*  in  number ;    that  Zamora  be  fortified   an4 
^*  made  a  dep6t ;  and  that  magazines  be  formed 
^*  at  Astorga   and  Villafranca^    regretted  his 
"  want  of  cavalry ;  expressed  a  wish  to  procure 
^  "  2,000  English  .muskets,    and  shoes  for  his 
**army.      When  I  asked   him  for  100   draft 
*^  mules  for  General  Baird's  army,  he  replied, 
^*  it  was  impossible ;    he  had  not  one  to  spare. 
**  Whilst  we  were  talking,  a  courier  brought 
*^  intelligence  of  the  repulse  of  the  French  at 
f*  Madrid.     It  may  be  true,  but  seems  at  prer 
^^  sent  to  aft^nd  in  need  of  confirmation- 
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^<  I  atttaded  the  review.  The  tsopps  wtfc 
^^*dmWn  up  in  diree  columns ;  eack  might;^  per- 
^^  hatps^  cbnstet  of  2^500  men^  .  The  Marqbis^ 
^^  on  horseback^  addressed  eadi  cfiliHiia  s^a^ 
^^  latdly;  when  that  wa^^  oyieir,  the  traops 
^^  fovmed  into  liaes ;  the  right  wing  wae  badfy 
^^  anrnd^  and  worse  clotfaftd ;  the  left  wa^ 
^  better,  being  chiefly  provided  with  English 
^^  £idbcks ;  and  a  oerps  of  1,060  men  in  iqii'- 
£Min,  who,  I  iras  infdomnd,  were  Ught 
tmops,  might  be  oaUfd  reepecatabk.  Tfaeit* 
movemsnts  from  coAwnn  into  ime  were  very 
^^  conlosedly  per&rmed,  and  the  O^icerB  wiere 
^^  c^qipamtively  iaferior  to  the  men;  there 
^^  was  only  one.  brigade  of  artillery  ^  in  the 
^^  fidd;  and  I  doubt  %vfaeiher  there  i«  any 
*^  more  in  Leon.  The  guns  were  d^wn  by 
*^  nmks.  No  ammunition  -  waggons  were 
^^  brought  into  the  fi^ld  for  inspection.  On 
^^  iSkkB  whole,  from  what  I  have  been  able  to 
^^  obsnve,  siiuie  I  came  here,  aiBid  ivom  thjb 
^*  tenor  of  my  conTersaticms  with  the  Marquis, 
^^  I  am  ^disposed  to  doubt  hb  inclinatioa  cdP 
^  moving  in  a  fi>nvard  direotiqn  to  join  Sir 
^^  Jf^n  MooK.  1  suspect  be  rather  ^oks  to 
^^  secure  his  fistKiat  into  Galicia^  uniess  the 
^^  aapejpt  of  ai^irs  loatedally  aiiterB.  for  th? 
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?>  better ;  and  if  he  were  to  join  Sir  John,  1 
^^  doubt  whether  his  aid  would  be  found  esseh^ 
f*  dally  useful., A  My  reasons  for  these  con- 
*^  elusions  jaj»  as  follows :— rif  the  Marquis 
^*  meant  to  advance,  why  send  his  artillery  and 
f^  troops  into  the  rear?  and  why,  as  heis.asr 
f^  sured  of  the  time  when  Sir  John  Moore'  inr 
f^/t^ds  to  be  at  Benavente,  decline  to  fix  any 
^^  precise  day  to  make  a  movement  ?  I  do  not 
^f  know  what  communication  he  ma^  have 
f^  made  to  you  through  Captain  Doyle,  or  by 
^*  letter  to  Sir  John  Moore,  to  whom  he  says 
5^  he  has  written  fully ;  but  to  ipe  he  haai  cer- 
^*  tainly  given  no  cause  whatever  to  suppose 
f^  that  he  will  move  in  concert  with  your  army, 
^*  or  that  of  Sir  John  Moore :  I  hope  I. may  be 
^^  mistaken. 

"  My  motive  for  doubting,  whether  the  aid 
*^  which  he  might  bring  would  be  of  any  im- 
^^  portance,  arises  from  a  sense  of  the  inefficient 
/'  state  of  his  army,  and  the  want  of.  discipline 
^^  in  the  mei^  It  is  morally  impossible'  that 
they  can  stand  before  a  line  of  Frejnch  in- 
fantry. A  portion  of,  at  least  one  third  of, 
i:he  Spanish  .muskets  wiU  not  explode;  and  a 
f^  French  soldier  will  load  and  fire  his  piece 
a  with  precision  three  times  before  aSpankr^ 
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can  fire  his  twice.  Men,  however  brave, 
oannOt  dtand  against  such  odds ;  ,as  to  charg-^ 
ing  with  the  bayonet,  if  their  arms  were  fit 
for  the  purpose,  the  men,  though  indivi- 
dually as  gallant  as  possible,  have  no  col- 
lective confidence  to  cany  them  on,  nor 
Officers  io  lead  them;  they  will  therefore 
disperse,  probably  on  the  first  fire,  and  oin 
never  be  rallied,  until  they  voluntarily  return 
to  their  General's  standard ;  as  in  the  case 
of  the  Marquis  de  la  Romana's  present  army, 
almost  wholly  composed  of  fugitives  from  the 
battles  of  the  NQrt;h.  A  striking  instance  of 
this  is  given  by  the  Marquis  himself,  who 
assured  me  that  the  Spaniards  did  not  lose 
abbve  1000  men  in  their  late  ac^dons  with 
the  French  ;  a  proof  not  of  the  weakness  of 
the  Frenoh,  but  of  the  incapacity  of  the 
Spaniards  to  resist  them.  In  fact,  the 
French  light  troops  decided  the  contest ; — 
the  Spaniards  fled  before  a  desultory  fire  :-— 
they  saved  themselves,  and  now  claim  merit 
for  having  escaped. 

"  By  a  repetition  of  such  flights  and  re- 
assembling, the  Spaniards  may,  in  the  end, 
become  soldiers,  and  greatly  harass  the 
Eijemy;    but,   ^s  we   cannot  pursue    that 
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^^  mode  of  w^rfase^,  our. allies  itre  not  woeh 


f<  calculated  to  be  df  use  to  U3  on  the  da^y  of 
f  ^  Wtle^  wlieii  we  staiiist  either  conq^iM:  or  be 
^^  destroyed.  /     . 

^^  I  do  Ddt  mean  to  undervalue  the  apirit  dr 
^^patxiotisBaL  df  the  Spaniards^  wladoh  I  highly 
^^  respect,  and  which,  ia  the  end^  may  e6^et 
^^  their  deliveraoce  j .  but  they  are  not  now,  nor 
f'  can  they  for  a  long  time  be,  siifimently  wi^ 
^^  prov^  in  thwart  of  war,  to  be  ooadjwton  mih 
^^  ns  in  a  general  action :  we  smat, '  thi^refore, 
^^  stand  or  fall  through  our  wm  mimts ;  for,  if 
^^  we  place  any  reliance  on  Spa|^8h  aid  for  we** 
^^  cess  in  the  field,  we  shall,  X  fcar^  find  our^ 
f  aelres  egregiously  deceired, 

^^  I  think  the  Marquis  de  la  Romiina  should 
'^  immediatdy  be  called  upon,  to  say  upon  what 

day  he  wiH  march,  and  on  what  day  and  at 

what  place  he  will  join  Sir  John  Mook. 
I  have  thought  it  my  diuty,  Sir,  thus  to 
^*  enter  at  length  into  the  subject,  with  a  view 
^  to  prevent  hereafter  any  disappointment  on  i( 

matter  of  such  high  importance. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.         ^  . 

<<  MCCHAEL  SyIQBS,- 

^^  LieutvCH'^ 
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This  account  of  tbe  Marquis  of  Ramana*s 
troops  was  most  discouraging.  It  waa  evident 
that  tittle  Kliaiice  couM  be  put  on  a  force  so  ini'^ 
perfectly  oiganizcd.  Tb^  fallowing  letter  from 
the  Marquis  gives  no  very  flattering  desciiption 
of  his  ari^y,  tl^ough  it  was^  in  man^  pointSj^  sUft 
exaggesatioBQ* 


The  Marquis  (^M^rMna  *o  Sir  John  Moare^. 

^<  Leouy  U 1 4  Dec.  l$oa. 

"  VoYANT  lesn^vements  que  TAr- 
^^  mfe  sous  les  ordres  4^  V,  E. .  execute  q© 
•"  avanty  je  prens  le  parti  de  lui  d^p^cjver  ition 
^^  aide-^de^eamp  Mr.  O'Niell  avec  cette  lettre, 
f^  qui  rinstruira,  et  de  la  destination  de  ixiou  , 
^'  A^mie  et  de  mes  desseins.  Je  me  trouv^ 
^^  avec  20  mille  homnies  presents  sous  les  armes, 
^^  que  j'ai  coramenp^  h.  habiller^  et  k  les  mettre 
^^  en  .^tat  d'agir;  mais  U  s'en  faut  encore, 
f^  beaucoup  que  j'aie  compl^t^  Touvrage,  et 
^^  il-y-a  enccare  les  deux  tiers  au  moins  qui  out 
f^  b^oin  d'etre  babiU^s  de  neuf  et  en  entier. 


*  Vide  Translation  in  Appendix,  H  ^.  p.  LQl. 
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^^  Presqtte  toute  FAnn^  se  trouve  saois  ha« 
^^  vre-sacs,  sslns  gibemes,  et  sans  souUen ;  et 
'^  malgr^  toute  Toctivit^  que  j'ai  mise  pour  cet 
^^  effet,  je  n'ai  pu  y  parvenir  a  cause  du  peu  de 
^^  ressoutcea  qu'ofire  le  pays.  J'attends.d^un 
f*  jour  k  rautre  tous  ces  objet^ ;  mais  I'^loigtie- 
^^  ment  ou  ils  se  trouvent  de  cepoint-^i  re-- 
^^tardent  Fex^ution  de  mes  ordres.  Si  les 
^^  Provinces  mettoient  un  peu  plus  de  z^e,  je 
^^  ne  doute  pas  que  VAxm^  9$  trouvenit 
^^  dejk  en  ^tat  d'agir  de  concert  avec  pelle  de 
"  V.  E.  Voilk  quant  It  la  situation  de-mes 
^V  troupes,  je  vais  k  pr^nt  exposer  k  V.  E, 
^*  mes  desseins.  Si  je  n'avois  point  d'Enne-i 
^^  mis  en  face,  je  ne  douterois  pas^  un  instant  de 
^*  r^unir  toutes  mes  forces  avec  celle  de  V.  E. 
*^  et  de  concerter  une  attaque  decisive  sur  leu 
"  troupes  qui  cement  Madrid  dans  ce  moment  r 
*^  mais  il-y-a  un  corps  d'enyiron  huit  k  dii^ 
^^  mille  hommes  d^apres  les  meilleurs  renseigne* 
N^*  mens  qiii  s'^tend  depuis  Sahagun  jusqu'k 
***  Almanza^  et  dont  Tobjet  k  ce  que  je  crois 
**  est  de  tenlten  ^chec  mon  Armj^e,  ^galement 

que  d'entretenir  les  coihmunications  avec 
*^  les  montagnes  de  Santander.  La  position 
"  est  le  long  de  la  petite  riviere  de  Cea,  et  \\ 
^<  occupe  les  villages  de  Sahagun,  ok  il  appuye 
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«'sa,  gauche;  &dddna^  o\i  se  trchire  son  corps 
^^^principal ;  Cea  et  Almanzay  oii  il  a  ses  avants-^ 
^^  postes.  De  ce  dernier  point  il  pousse  sesTe-^ 
^  connoissances  jusqu'k  Pedrosa  a  Tentrfe  de 
**  Vdldeburoriy  et  il  pr&end  gfener  ma  gauche. 
^^  Tant  que  ce  corps  sera  dans  cette  position, 
Je  ne  pourrois  pas  abandonner  la  mienne,  tant  • 
parceque  je  ne  puis  pas  laisser  k  d^couvert  ni 
abandonner  ce  pays  d'ou  je  tire  beaucoup  de' 
^^  dubsistances^  comme  aossi  parceque  je  laisse<> 
^*  rais  libre  et  degagee  k  TEnnemi  Fentree  des 
**  Asturies,  et  qu'il  ne  tarderoit  pas  k  s^emparer 
*^  aussitdt  de  ce  pays-fi,  et  k  menacer  Tentrfe 
*^  en  Galice.  Je  comptp  dfes'  que  je  serai  en 
*^  ^tat  de  manGeuvrer  de  pousser  le  corps  qui  est 
*^  devant  tooi;  et  en  m6me  temps  Sir  David 
^^  Baird  pourroit  montrer  les  tfetes  de  colonnes 
**  en  avan9ant  depuis  Benavente  sur  la  route  de 
**  Palencia.  Ce  mouvement  combing  obligeroit 
ce  corps  ennemi  k  se  replier  sur  Reynosa,  ou 
m^me  k  Burgos;  une  fols  d^gag^  de  cette 
partie,  je  ne  trouve  pas  qu'il  fut  difficile  k 
**.V.JS.  de  venir  se  joindre  k  nos  corps,  tant  k 
*^  celui  de  Sir  David  Baird  comme  ^galement 
*/  au  mien. 

**  Je  voudrois  bien  avoir  une  entrevue  avec 
^^ y.  £.:  Aous  applanirons  bien  des  difficult^; 
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^^  SI  j^  puis  Fexecuter  tans  fai|re  £uit6  ici,  je 
^^  me  rendrsd  au  plus  t6t  a  Tordegillas,  et  j^  ne 
^^  manquend  pas  de  vans  eo  ayertir  d'^vanee* 
«  J'ai  Fhonneut  d'etre, 

^' Monsieur  le  G&i^iul^ 
<^  V6tre  ti^  kuraUe  et  d^yom^  Semtttter^ 
^^  Le  Marquis  D£  jla  Bomana/^ 

While  Sir  John  Moore^swhc^e  attention  was 
engrossed  with  the  attack  on  the  French  arm  j, 
which  he  was  meditating^  a  n^w  nussion  from 
the  Supreme  Junta  and  Mr..  Frere  ovwtook 
him  this  day  at  Toro. 

A  miember  of  the  Junta^  accompanied  by  Mn 
Stuart^  presented  the  following  dispatch  : 

Dan  Martin  De  Garay,  Secretart/  ^  the 
Supreme  Junta^  to  His  Excellency  J.  Hook-^ 
ham  Frere^  ^c.  Sf^c.  Sfc.  *. 

"SIB, 

'^  TfiCE  Marquis  de  la  Roinana  has 
^^  ijciformed  the  Supreme  Junta^  from  his  Head*» 
^^  Quarters  in  Leon^  under  date  the  2nd  inst 
^^  that  eight  days  ago  he  was  treating  with  thi^ 

♦  Vide  Appmdfit)  1 1,  p.  ia#,^  . 
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^^  EngUsh  Getieral  Sir  David  Baird^  who  conl^ 


'^  mands  the  troojps  o^  his  nation  at  A^tprgsi,  to 
^^  proceed  with  theln  and  twelve  or  fourteen 
^'  tiiotisand  picked  men  of  the  army  under  his 
^'  ooBimand^  to  Zatioora^  to  unite  with  the  6e-» 
^^  nend  Sir  John  Moore,  hy  the  toad  he  had 
^^  p<nnted  out ;  in  order  to  make  a  movement 
**  a^CMlt  the  EHk^y,  towards  the  point  that 
^^aeiight  be  thought  mqst  convenient.  But, 
^^  when  he  flattered  himself  that  General  Baird 
.^'  would  i^ee  thereto,  he  replied,  that  he  had 
•*  p^mtive  wders  to  go  by  land  or  sea  to  unite 
"  with  Sff  John  Moore  in  Portugal,  That  he  ^ 
"  had  repeated  his  request  to  both  Generals ; 
^^  and  that  on  the  preceding  day  Greneral  Baird 
had  definitively  answered  him,  that  he  was 
withdrawing  his  artillery  to  embark  it  at.  Co- 
runna,  and  that  he  intended  t<>  go  with  his 
Iroops  to  Portugal,  along  the  coast  of  Galicia« 
or  by  the  province  of  Tras  los  Montes  upon 
^^  Almeida.  That  he  wrote  to  him,  in  conjunct 
^*  tioti  with  General  Belande  (who  had  arrived 
^^  that  night  at  Leon),  acquainting  him  with 
"  the  consternation  into  which  he  would  throw  • 
^^  the  country  by  his  retreat ;  the  impossibility 
'^  of  the  Marquis's  marching  alone,  without 
^^any  cavaliy,  towaurds  Zamora;  the  ej^b  to 
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which  that  province  remained  exposed,  and 
the  risk  with  which  it  threatened  the  kingdoni 
of  Galicia  *. 

^^  The  Supreme  Jiinta  has  leatnt  ^ith  ihd 
greatest  surprise  and  pain  thife  redolution  of 
thfe  English  General ;  which>  if  put  in  ex- 
ecution, Ivould  afford  great  advantages  to  the 
French  arms,  and  would  bric^  on  the  most 
terrible  consequences  upon  the  Spanish  anu. 
The  generous  and  ready  succours  that  Bag-' 
land  afforded  us,  and  the  troops  with  which 
she  assisted  us,  increased  the  enthiasiasiir  of 
the  whole  country,  and  strengthened  the  just 
hopes  that  this  union  would  secure  the:  hap- 
piest results  to  the  enterprize.  Far  the  ndxae 
reason,  the  dismay  and  consternation  that  will 
BOW  ajise  from  seeing  the  BritL^  airmy  retreat 
without  acting  or  uniting,  will  excite  fediiogs 
contrary  to  the  good  causey  will  weaken  the 
enthusiasm  and  ardour  which,  hitherto,  cicm- 
fidence  in  the  uniformity  of  ideas,  and  in  ^e 
operations  of  the  Aritisltaimciy  united  with  our 
troops  has  sustained. 


*  Vi<ie  page  199,  where  the  Marquis  states  an  opinion 
exactly  the  reverse  of  this ;  namely,  that  it  appeared  to 
hiih,  that  the  caiise  for  Sir  John  Moore^s  ordering  a  re* 
treat  was  well  founded,  and  very  ju»t.  . 
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^'Besides  the  irrepaiii^le.  injury  ih»i  y»fi 
should  feel,  Portugal  would  remain  exposed 
^^  to  see  herself  for  the  second  time  subjected  to 
*^  the  French ;  who  would  then  disconcert, 
^^  most  completely,  all  the  plans  and  measures 
^^that  would  alone  save  these  two  kingdoms, 
^^  aUHes  of  England,  who  by  the  ultimate  result 
^' would  only  have  afforded  us  flTuccours  and 
^^  trbops  to  nake  us  xdy  on  their  effective  as- 
^^  surtanee,  and  withdraw ,^em  inihe  most  cri-* 
.^^  tical  and  intefesting  moments  In  reality,  the 
'^  Enemy  has  never  been  nearer  his  utter  ruin 
/^  (if  the  English  and  Spanish  armies  act  with 
^^  judgmnnt  and  en^gy)  ihan  in  the  mpment 
^'  wheuy  weakened  by  what  bis  late  efforts  hare 
/^  cost  him,  we  might  prc^  of  the  advantage,  pf 
^  peeis^  hifl(  army  divided  iaeoTein]^  such  %tl 
"  extended  Ihae. 

/^AU  th^»e  copisidemtions,  and  the  lA^iaii^ 
^^  choly  consequences  the  letreat  of.  diie  Bri« 
^^  tish  troops  wpidd  |)rodace,  cannot  be  hidden 
.**  from  yotcr  ExceUencj^^B  penetration,  and  that 
^'  gi*hi%  Britannic  Majesty's  Generals ;  but,  if 
'^  the  Bntish«rmy  were  united  to  €mr9,  it  would 
^^  contribute  >to  give  liberty  to  Spain  and  Pot- 
^*  tugal;  finish  the  generous  wwk  for  whidb 
^  th$  friend  of  Spain  destineid  them ;  immortalkc^ 
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"  their  name,  and  render  service  to  all  the  Con- 
^^  tinent  *  "* 

^*  Although  our  troops  have  experience  re- 
"  verses,  there  are  no  grounds  for  dismay. 
^^  The  state  of  things  rather  promises  that,  by 
**  the  number  of  English  and  Spanish  troops, 
"  and  by  the  enthusiasm  and  confidence  their 
*'  union  wniU  produce,  advantages  will  occur 
"  which  must  secure  us  victoiy.  '• 

"  The'  Marquis  de  la  Romana  will  see  Sir 
"  John  Moore,  and  join  him  with  fourteen  thou- 
'*  sand  chosen  men  from  his  army ;  and  with  the 
^'  active  and  energetic  measures  which  the  Su- 
^'  preme  Junta  has  directed,  in  a  month  it  w  ill 

augment  its  numVers  with  thirty  thousand 
"  conscripts  from  the  kingdoms  of  Leon,  Ga>- 
^^  licia,  and  Asfurias.  ^  His  Msgesty,  as  your 
"  Excellency  knows,  has  resolved  that  ^BPe  (t)f 
"  its  members  shall  go  and  eonfer  \^  ith 
^^  Sir  Johri  Moore.  He  is  t^dy"  to  depart, 
^^  and  will  ^be  accompanied,  as  yoUT  Excellency 
'^  has  promised,  by  Mr.  Stuart,  who  will  do 
^  every  thing  in  his  power  to  contribute  to  the 
^^  object.  He  also  hopes  tl\at  your  Erxcellenc^, 
^'  impressed  with  these  weighty  considerations, 
"  will  endeavour  to  persuade  the  General  in 
*^  Chief  of  the  English  troops,  that  the  enthu- 
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'^{iiasm  of  the  people,  their  consolatipp^  the 
^^  liberty,  of  the  nation,  the  jsecurity  of  Poor- 
"  tugal,  the  interests  of  England,  apd  those 
."  of  all  Europe,  depend  on  the  immedmte 
^'  union ;  and,  when  the  plans  are  concerted, 
f^ to  act  in  tjie  mosrt  convenient  manner:  for 
"otherwise  neither  the  object  of  their  conun|^ ' 
"  will  be  attained,  nor  any  advantage  will 
"  have  resulted,  than  that  of  losing  the  best 
",  opportunity  of  destroying  the  eterharEnemy 
"  of  the  repose  of  the  Continent,  abandoning 
"  Spain  and  *  Pbrtugal  to  their  fate,  in  the 
y  precise  V  $noment  in  which  they  dtood  most 
;"  in  i^ped  of  th^  assiiMBnce  pf  their  Ally. 

"  The  Supreme  Junta  relies  on  the  attach- 
^f-mfent  youi*  EKcellency  has  shewn  them,  and 
\'  on  the  lively  interest  you  take  in  our  csmse ; 
^*  and  tted:  you  will .  contribute  with  all  your 
'^'  in^uence  and  representation,  that  the  great 
en[terpriz&«  may  not;  fail.  All  which,  I  sub- 
mit to.  your  ExQellenoy's  consideration,  by 
"  command  of  His  Majesty. 

(Signed)         "  Martin  de  Garay. 
"  TruxiUar  8  December^  1808/' 

The  Junta  here,,  as  heretofore,    assm'e  Sir 
John  Moore   of  an   augmenting  enthusiasm. 
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H4  »  ]^ro&ited  to  be  joined  iifimedidt^Iy  i^tH 

fourteen  thousand  picked  men  of  the  Marquis 

of   feomana's  anny,    knd  in   a  montli   with 

Airty  thousand  consmpts.     It  will  aft:«:waid9 

appear  how  these  promised  were  kept. 

The^follbwing  is  the  letter  brought  by  Mr. 
Stuart: 

Mr.  Frei^e  to  Sir  ^ohn  Moore^ 

^'Trua^Uhf  Bec.S,  k80f. 

^<  Arr£it  the  re^resentntions  which 
^^  k&ve  been  made  to  yoi>  from  od»r  ^harter^^ 
^^I  can  hardly  hope  ihat  a  ferther  remonstmtic6' 
"  <m  toy  part  can  |>roduce  ttny  effect:  when 
'^  high  military  tank  and  sfttthority,  and  th6 
'^  influehce  of  peteons  whom  I  am  told  yotk' 
"  hbnbur  with  ybufr  privats  esteem^  hav^lvte'n 
"  found  unavailing.  The  advantages  wh^h' 
^*  Mr.  Stuart  jpossesses  in  this  re&^>eet  wilt,  I 
**  hope,  enable  him  to  urge  you  with  %hii 
'^  warmth  <rf  regard,  what  I  may  be  allowed  td^ 
"  slate'  with  hnpartiality  and  candour^  towards 
'^  a  person  with  whom  I  an^  no  otherwa^s  ac- 
^^  quainted  than  by  the  honour  which  he  has 
"  done  me  by  his  correspondence :  I  mean  the 
*'  immense  responsibility  with  which  you  charge 
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^*  jqiamUy  by  adopting^  upoh  a  supfose^  siiU* 
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tary  niscessity^  a  measure  which  xmist  be  ff^n 
Ipired  by  immediate  if  not  final  nui)  to  wot 
Ally^and'by  indelible  disgrace  to  the  Country 
with  whose  resources  you  are  entrusted. 
^^  I  am  unwilling  to  enlarge  upon  a  subj|ect 
^^  in  which  nny  feelings  must  be  stifl^^  or  e3^«» 
^*  pr^sped  at  the  risk  of  offeqce ;  whicl)^  witt^ 
^^  such  an  interest  at  stake^  I  should  feel  vnx^ 
*^  wilUng  to  etote.  But  this  much  I  must  say^ 
'^  that  if  the  British  army  had  been  sent  abroad 
/^  for  the  express  purpose  of  doing  the  utmost 
\^  possible  mischief  to  the  Spanish  cause^  ^h 
'f  the  single  exertion  of  npt  firing  a  shot  a^^inst 
'^  their  tropp^  they  wpuld^  aa^ordiiig  Ito  th^ 
^^  .meaaures  now  announced  as  about  to  be  ppr- 
'f  sued,  have  completely  fulfilled  their  purpose 
,  ^^  Hiat  the'  de&taice  nf  Ga}icia  should  be 
^*  abandoned  must  appear  incredible,  ^ 

^^  I  inclose  a  note  which  I  have  yoak  receivei) 
^S  ifom  Mx.  Garay,  Sec^^etary  to  the  Junta,  and 
^^  ren»in^  with  great  truth  and  regard, 
"Sir, 
^  Your  obedient  humble  servant, 

«  J.  H.  FUEEJS.'* 
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"'Riis  letter,  and  this  second  mission,  sKew 
the  continued  interference  of  Mr.  Frere  in  tlie 
military  operations.;  and  they  prove  how  deter- 
inined  he  was  that  Sir  John  Moore  should  be 
governed  by  him. 

It  must  be  very  superfluous  to  adda.word  in 
justi^cation  of  Sir  John  Mobre's  original  plan, 
since  it  appears,  by  Berthier's  letter,  that  Buo- 
naparte presumed  that  his  movement  would  of 
course  induce  the  English  to  retire  on  Lisbon. 
We  do  not,  however,  suspect  that  Mr.  Frere 
thinks  himself  a  superior  general  to  Buonaparte; 
w^  only  perceive  that  his  understanding  was 
co^ipletely  warped  by  traitors.     The  stik'of 
the  letters,*  however,  do  not  admit  of  the  same 
apology ;  and  the  whole  transaction  displays  ah 
extraordinary  specimen  of  diplomatic  authority! 
Had  it  not  been  recorded j  no  one  could  have 
suspected  how  Commanders  of  Armies  might 
be  treated  by  l^ritish  Plenipotentiaries. 
•   The  forbearance  of  Sir  John  Moore  on  re- 
ceiving these  letters  is  very  remarkable :    he 
sekit  no  answer  till  the  23d,  which  will  appear 
in  its  place.  In  his  Journal  there  is  the  foUow- 
ii^g  passage. 

''  I  halted  at  Toro  on  the  16th,  when  Mr. 
^'  Stuart  came  to  me  from  Mr;  Frere,  accom- 
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^  panied  by.  ft  ^^mber  of  the  Junta,,  to  request 
"  I  w^uld  cpnaect.-i&yself  with  the  Marquis  of 
"  RQinahiA.  This  I.tpld  them  I  was  about  to 
^^  do,  aiid'  that  I  had ;  written  to  the  Marquia 
*^  frofa'SalfrmAnca.  -      >* 

;   ^^  I  e^lainied  ^to  Mr.  Stuart  Mr.  Frer^'s,  e^-y 
^^traor^nary  ci^nduct  to  me,  and  I  shewed  him^ 
^'  his  l6.tters,  which  wijprised  him.     HJe  was 
not  much  pleased  at  having  been  sent  upon  a,, 
misjsion  wijth, only  a  half-confidence.-' 
It  is  mortifyilag  to  observe,  with  how  much, 
more  propriety  and  judgment  the  political  de- 
taiL§  arfe;  managed  by  the'  French;,  even  when 
Conducting  an  atrocious  usurpation,    than  by 
the  English,  when  engaged  in  thejustest  cause* 
Xet  Marshal  Berthier's  letter  be  compared 
with  Mr.  Frere's.    The  instructions  contained 
in  the  former  are  perspipuous,  and  the  language 
is   concise  and  polite.     And  Jthough  Marshal 
Soult  only  commanded  a  detached  corps,  he  is 
left  with  ample  discretionary  powers,  and  free 
from  the  fetters  of  diplomatic  men. 

But,  what  above  all  things  ihents  imitation, 
the  best  information  which  had  been- received 
is  sent  to  him,  and  the  state  of  affairs  is  fairly 
described,  neither  exaggerating  nor  disguising 
the  truth, 
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between  public  c&ten  in  France  it  of  a  nature 
Apposite  to  the  pompons  BidletinB.  Tht  latter 
are  intended  to  deceive  the  vulgar,  the  formet 
to  instruct  their  officers.  And  the  Frendi  are 
too  wise  politidans  to  suppose  ilkat  sueoessfitl 
measures  can  be  founded  on  false  information^ 

Sir  John  Moore*  had  now  resolved  to  tfareateii 
the  communications,  between  Fnnoe  and  M a* 
drid ;  and^  if  a  fiivocirable  opportunity  offerAlj 
to  att^k  the  Duke  of  JOalmatia's  corps,  or  any 
of  the  covering  divisions  that  should  present 
themselves.  He  foresaw  diat  this  would  neces* 
ttrily  draw  upon  him  a  huge  French  force,  and 
of  course  would  prove  an  important  diversion 
in  favour  of  the  Spaniards ;  who  would  by  this 
means  have  the  opportunity  of  collecting  in  the 
South,  and  restorii^  their  affiurs.  The  army 
was  now  near  the  French  position.  The  cavalry 
under  Lord  Paget  were  pushed  so  forward,  that 
their  patroles  reached  as  far  as.  Yalladolid,  and 
had  frequent  successful  skirmishes  with  the. 
Enemy. ,  Colonel  Otway  met  a  detachment  pf 
French  cavalry,  chai^ged  them,  and  made  tko 
whole  prisoners. 

On  die  18th  of  December  Sir  John  Moore's 

*  Vide  Appendix,  K  K.  p,  108. 
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Hdaid^iij^rten  were  at  CasiibvNa^k^^  attdf  ^ir 
Dftidd  Baird's  ^  Beimvente^ 'ob  the  road  iti 
joitihitn.  .  ■  -■^' 

Sit  Joiih  w6»  Very  deditQu^  of  olrtxdning  the 
cb^operation  erf  the  Mair^tiis  of  Romaiia^  Whtf 
miliidkily  wam  begmning  to  retire  on  Galicia.^ 
This  {proceeded '  from  the  SpaniiBh  and  Engitfth^ 
CommandAi^  heifig  independent^  instead  of  ^9 
0i6te  being  suhcftdinate  to  the  other.  '^ 

Sir  John  Moore  to  the  Marquis  de  la  BomakdJ 

^ Castro  meifo/lBtk Dec.  IWt.'^ 
^      ^^  SIR,  -  .  -     •' 

^^  I  HAD  the  honour  to  receive,  af 
^*'Toro,  on  the  16th  itist  your  ExceHehcy's 
^*  letter  of  the  14th,  delivered  to  me  by  your^ 
"  Aid-de-camp,  Mr.  O'Niell;  I  have  deferred 
^*  to  answer  it  untS  I  approached  nearer  to  you, 
^^  and  until  I  knew  wbat  measures  you  might 
'*  propose  to  pursue^  in  consequence  of  the  in- 
^*  formation  I  had  directed  Sir  David  Baikd  to 
'^  communicate  to  you.  Upori  4  knowledge- 
^^  that  Marshal  Soult  had  a  coips  so  tiear  as 
^*  Saldana  and  Sahagun,  which  would  soon  be' 
^^  joined  by  another  coming  from  France  un^r 
^  General  Junot,  I  judged  it  ^scpedient  to  make 
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*^  m^  jnncticMx ':mth « Sir  David  Baird  in  this 
^^  ndghboorhood^  as  apeejiest  doiie,;  nathec 
*^  than  at  Valladolid.  I  therefore  marched  from 
^  Alaejos,  oh  Toro,  abd  y^st^day/  qaibe  here ; 
**  where  I  occupy  rather  an  ^t^od^  canton* 
*'ment.  Mydntention  w^s  te<)narqh  towqjrd^. 
Saldana  and  Sahagun,  aa  BOofk  j^  Sir  Dav^d 
^^  Baird's .  corps  was  coQie.  fQrwdrd.il.iKhich  I 
*^  thought  would  either  lead  .Ho  an  action  with 
"the  corps  under  Marshal  Soult,  or  induce  him 
*^  to  retire.  In  either  case  I  expected  to  dis- 
**  embarrass  you  from  a  troublesome  neighbour. 
*/  In  this  operation  I  of  course  expected  the 
*^  cor operation  of  such  part  of  your  corps,  if  not 
"  the  whole,  as  was  fit  to  move. 
.  "I  received,  upon  my  arrival  herte  yesterday 
"  afternoon,  a  letter  from  Sir  David  Baird,  in-f 
^^  closing  one  which  he  had  just  received  from 
^^  you,  dati^d  the  16th;  in  which  you  mention 
"your  intention  immediately  to  retreat j  by 
*-^  Astorga  and  Villafranca,  into  the  Galicias, 
*^  I  beg  to  know  whether  this; be  still  your  Ex- 
"cellency's. determination,  as  it  is  one  which 
"  must  materially  aflFect  my  movements.  I  own 
*^  that  I  expected  that  your  Excellency  would 
"have  left  the  road  through ^ the  Galicias  tq 
^^  Corunna  open  for  the  British  army,  as  it  i% 


Digitized 


by  Google 


235 

^^  that  by  which  we  must  receive  our  aupplies ; 
"and  by  which,  if  obliged,  we  can  ttlone  re- 
^*  treat.    I  expected  that  your  Excellency,  with 
^*  the  Spanish  troops,  would  have  entered  the 
^  Asturias;  and  have  thus  protected  the  left 
/*  flank  of  the  communication  on  Coruriha,     f 
^^  was  the  more  induced  to  think  that  this  would 
"  have  been  your  mode  of  acting,  as  it  is  stated 
^*  in  a  paper  given,  I  believe,  by  your  Excel-  - 
**  lency  to  the  British  Government ;    and  by 
^*  which  they  were  induced  to  prefer  the  di'sem- 
**  barkation  of  their  troops  at  Coninna,and  the 
^^  assembly  of  the  British  army  in  Leon. 

/^  As  it  was  my  wish,  on  coming  here,  t« 
^^  combine  my  movements  with  those  of  the 
"  Spanish  army  under  your  command,  I  hope 
^*  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  communicate 
^^  to  me  your  intentions.  You  know  the  suc- 
^^  cesses  the  French  have  met  with,  you  know  ' 
^^  the  forces  they  have  in  Spain,  and  you  should 
*^  be  able  to  judge  better  than  I  can,  what 
^^  chance  there  is,  after  the  recent  defeats,  of 
'*  an  army  being  assembled  in  the  South  of 
^^  Spain  able  to  resist,  or  occupy  the  attention 
^*  of  the  French,  sufficiently  to  oblige  them  to 
^^  withhold  any  considerable  portion  of  their 
(^  axipy  from  being  sent  against  us.     I  hsivtj  no 
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ftceottnto  from  SaTagp38«;  bitt  it  ia  reawoiuiblA 
to  suppose  thot  it  cannot  hold  out  long;,  against 
a  regular  attack. 

^^  J  had  forgot  to  mention  to  you^  ibfit  « 
Member  of  the  Suprenie  Junta  waited  upon, 
*^  me  at  Toro,  to  req^uest  in  the  name  of  th« 
<^  Junta  that  I  should  act  in  concert  with  yoiw 
'^  army.  The  Junta  were  at  Xiwdlla ;  but  hawei 
^^  retired  to  St  Mary's,  near  to  Cadiz.  i 

^*  I  shall  wait  anxiously  for  your  Excellcncy**- 
^^  answer,  and  have  the  honour  to  be, 
"Sir, 

"  Your  most  obedient,  &c. 

"  JoHW  MooitBt"' 

The  General  continued  his  marc^h  on  Villa<> 
pando  and  Valderas.  On  the  20th  December 
he  reached  M^orga ;  and  here  he  was  joined 
by  Sir  David  Baird,  with  the  Guards  and  Ge^ 
neral  Manningham's  brigade. 

The  British  army  were  now  united;  and,^ 
independent  of  some  small  detachments  left  to . 
keep  up  the  communications,  it  amounted  to. 
23,000  infantry,  and  2000  two  or  three  hun- 
dred  cavalry.     The  Head-quarters  were  at  Ma^ . 
jorjga,  but  the  cavalry  and  horse-artpleiy  werp  . 
advanced  1^6  Monastero  Melgar  Abaxo,  withijj^^ 
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three  leagues  of  Sahagun ;  where  it  was  tm* 
derstobd  that  neair  700  of  the  Etiemy^s  cavall*y 
Were  posted. 

""  llie  weather  was  extremely  cold,  and  the 
ground  covered  With  deep  stiow;  yet  Lord 
iPaget  endeavoured  to  cut  otf  this  detachment. 
His  Lordship  marched  at  two  o'clock  in  die 
morning,  and  sent  General  Slade  with  tlie 
lOth  hussars  along  tl>e  Cea  to  enter  the  Town; 
while  he  proceeded  towatd^  it  in  another  di- 
rection, with  the  15th  dragoons  and  horde- 
atrtillery. 

His  Lordsliip  approached  the  town  at  dawn, 
and  surprised  a  piquet ;  blft  two  or  three  men 
escaped,,  and  gave  the  alarm,  fie  pushed  foT- 
ward,  and  discovered  the  Enemy  formed  up, 
not  far  from  the  town,  ^e  two  ^rps  ma- 
noeuvred for  some  time,  each  endeavouring  to 
gain  ^e  flank  of  its  opponent.  At  &tst  the 
ground  was  unfavourable  to  Lord  Paget ;  par- 
tictilarly  from  the  situation  of  a  hollow.  But 
by  superior  skill  his  Lordship  surmounted  this 
difficulty  J  passed  the}  hoUoW,  completely  out- 
inan^uvred  the  Enemy,  and  charged  them  at  a 
favourable  moment ;  for  the .  JiVench  having 
wheeled  into  line,  very  injudiciously  halted  to 
recei^  tile  shocks    But  this  they  were  unequal 
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to;  they  were  overthrown  in  a  moment^  sxid 
di8per3ed  in  every  direction.  Many  of  the  French 
were  killed :  and  the  prisoners  amounted  to  157, 
iacluding  two  Lieutenant  Colonels.  The  loss 
of  the  British  was  trifling.  The  15th  Regiment 
of  Hussars^  about  400  strong,  encountered  in 
this  action  near  If  00  French^  and  surpassed 
them  both  in  skill  and  intrepidity. 

Sir  John  reached-  Sahagun  in  the  morning  of 
the  21st  of  December,  and  established  there 
his  Head-quarters.  As  the  soldiers  had  suffered 
a  great  deal  from  the  forced  marches  (for.  the 
weather  was  severe,  the  roads  were  very  bad, 
and  covered  with  snow)  he  halted  a  day^  to 
enable  them  to  recover. 

The  following  letter  w«w5  received  this  morning 
from  the  Marquis  of  Romana: 

m 

The  Marffuis  ofBoniana  to  Sir  John  Moore*. 

.  ^^  Lton^  le  19  Decembrcy  1808. 

•  ^^  SIR,  ,  . 

^^  j£  m'empresse  der^pondre  a  la  lettre 
"  de  V.E.  de  hier,  dat^e  de  Castronuevo,  en 
lui  exposant  que  si  j'avpis  pens^.£aire  uqe 

.    ■  '  '     " .'  ' 

*  Vide  Translation  in  Apjgendix,  L  L.  p.  112. 
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"  retrSlte,  ci^  n'^tmt '^u'iW  taisdn  d6^ 
^'  que  je  ire?6ms  de*  SS*  Dl^vld  BaiM;  gfttre-  - 
"  toeBt»  ccf-ft^^tdit  tftakment  men  intention:  J'ii 
*^'  placid  theaavant-post^s  de  £a^ob  k  pouvoir  me 
."  retirer  en  bon  ordre ;  et  tant.que  le  Corps  du 
*^  M&irfehiaii "Souk  ne.  refcevra  pas'  de   renfdrts 
^^  plus  considerabks,  je  n'ai  rien  k  risquer  dans 
^'  ma  position,   qui  n'est  que  momi^ntan^/  et 
**  unicmement  pour  r^tafclir  Tarm^e.  Jevoudrois 
"  co-op^rer  au  mouyfem^nt  que  V.  Erpense  faire 
^^  «urSahagun;  et  je  n'attendrois  pour  cela  que 
^Me  moni^^nt  de  s^avoir  quand  votre    Excel- 
*^  lence    pense  le   mettre  *  en  execution,  pour 
^^  me  mettre' en  marche.     Je  ferai  longer  les 
^*  Montagnes  de  Leon  jusqu'a  Guardo  par  ui> 
^*  corps  de  troupes  l^gfer^;  tandisque  le  gros 
"  de  mes  troupes  marchera  s\xrAlman%ay  et  de- 
"  Ik  cotoyant  la  Riviere  de  pea  se  portera  sur 
"  Saldana,  ou  doit  se  trouver  le  Corps  du  Ma-^  > , 
^^  r^chal  Soult,  ^  moins  qufil  p'ait  chaogl  dev 
^^  position  comme  on  le  dit  depuis  jd^ux  jours. 
**  Les  avis  ^innon^ent  qu'ils  n'ont  laiss^  Jt  SaU 
^^  cfawa  que  1500   hommes,  et  quails  ont  fait^ 
*^  filer  les  autres  vers  GuardoyGn  se  rapprochaxrt -J^ 
*^  des  Montagues.      On   pretend  qu'ils  ont  k 
^*  Guardo  3  mille  hommes,  et  que  ee  Corps  pent 
*^  bien  6tre  augment^  par  les  d^tachemelits  qui 
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^'  Mrt  qutt^  la  Idebami  ou  ]m  Montagues  do 
f  ^  Santander,  qui  ocmfiae  aireo  X^mn  et  fes  u#f « 


<< 
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^^  lter»M;  au  feste  il  n'y  a  paa un  ^wid  Gondii 
fiedre  wr  les  rapi^rts  des  Paysans,  car  outra 
qWils   tie  voyent  pas  eaaictemetit,   ik   sont 
^^  faromll^  dans  leur  can^ptes  par  ies  nuMtshes 
'^  ctmtiauelles  et  les    contre^marohea  <^  les 
Jj^cieaiis  font.    J'ai  i*honneiir  de  pr^venir 
Y.  fi.  qu'3s  ont  fidt  barricader  k  Pont  et 
renir^  de  iSbAc^gtm  ayec  des  chanriots. 
Si  V.  E.  a  d'aaires  projets  en  t^te,  j  W 
^  pb«  qu'elle  vondra  bien  m*ea  donnar  oonnbis^ 
^^  iBMince^  dans  la  pertuasion  que  je  ne  ddsire  aiitre 
^^  chose  que  concerter  en  tout  mes  operations 
^^  avec.  cdks  de  V.  £•  etTappuyer  de  mon 
^  mieiix  dans  toutes  fes  ^treprises.  Je  oms  qn& 
^^  pour  le  moment  il  ne  doit  pas  ^tre  question 
^^  de  retreite,  mais  bien  de  t&ter  TEmiemi^  et 
''robligerks'^oignerdelaCapitale.   SiV.£, 
^^  le  jugeoit  k  piopos,  nous  pourrions  avoir  une 
^^  entrevue  k  JBemwenie^  et  peiit^tre  il  seroit 
^^  |>lus  fadle  akn  d'i^tabHr  uh  plan  d'op^mtions. 
^^  J'  ai  eu  ce  soir  des  lettres  de  la  Junta  .dat^ 
*^  de  Merida  en  Sstvemadure  le  13,  dans  les* 
^^  i^eHes  lis  m^ai^non^ent  que  Is  Peaple.  tient 
.^^  tencore  bofi  It  Madrid^  que  les  Fras^s  ont 
<^  ifyi  repottsaSs  et  battiis  aUfmt  a  Saragosoe^  et 
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*^  que  les  looses   vont  tr^s  i)kn     e&  Cataf^ 
"  logne*  '  '  ' 

>  "  Jfi  prie,  V.E.  d'agrAsr  Fhommage     ---^ 
.  ^^  de  won  swo^re  et  respectueux  attachement^ 
"  Le  Maequis  de  i-a  Romaha/* 

The  Marquis  in  this^  letter  expresses,  his  ^ip^- 
pfobat^Qn  o£  the  present  m^i^ured^  and  his  wXL" 
ingness  to  co-operate  in  the  attack  proposed  to 
be  made  on  Sajdapa;  hut.hi^  intelligeny^^  is  ia 
every  point  erroneous.  The  last  paragraph, 
mentioning  the  information  sent  by  the  Junta, 
is  most  extraordinary. 

,  Could  it,  \j^  possible,  th^^t  on  the  13th  of 
jPeQemberthe  tjuota.  did  no^  kiK>w  that  M^^id 
hjad  <;omplete;ly/s»bp?itted  t^n  d^^yp  :befdre? 
\vheii  they  t]heQpi9elve$  hdd  bee^  oijOis^hythe 
^French  army  from  TfdfLveraf,  which  is  sitty  m^es 
beyond  Madrid  ?  ..  ; 

It  is  true  that  jyir*  Frere,  in  his  remonstrance 
of  the  2Scd. of  November*,  repro^hed  jthe 
Junta  for  a)nicealing  information  from  him^ 
9nd  evw  for  .equivocating  upon  the  subject 
3ut  it  is  qiidte  incredible,  that  they  should  in^ 
tpntionaUy  deceive    their  owp   Geperal,    and 

•I     » 
^  Vide  page  94. 
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^through  him  the  British  Commander.  We 
must  therefore  suppose  that  the  Junta  trans- 
mitted the  best  intelligence  they  had ;  and 
must  pity  most  sincerely  a  country  so  governed. 
The  following  letter  from  the  Duke  of  In- 
fentado  is  dated  the  13th  -of  December/  ^le 
sBxae  day  with  that  from  the  Junta  to  the 
Marquis  of  Romana.     Let  them  be  compared. 

Die  Dlic  de  Vlnfaniado  hS.KJ.  H.  Frere^. 

"  Cuenga^  ce  13  Decembre,  1808. 
"  MONSIEUR^ 

^'  Je  me  fais  un  devoir  de  vous  an- 
"  non9erj  comme  k  notre  trks  bon  et  fidHe 
*^  Alli^9  qu'ayaht  ^t^  enyoy^  h,  cette  armde  du 
**  Centre  pour  tocher  d'acc^erer  son  arriv^e  au- 
prfes  de  la  Capitate,  afin  de  sauver  celle-ci, 
s'il  ^toit  possible^  n'ayant  pu  r^issir  dans 
mon  projet,  et  me  disposant  en  consequence 
k  me  rendre  aupr^s  de  la  Junta  Supr^me^  je 
me  suis  \ii  oblige  par  les  G^n^raux,  et  forc^ 
^^  par  les  circonstances,  k  prendre  le  comman«* 
*^  "dement  de  Farmee,  en  attendant  la  d^ision 
*^  de  la  Junta.  C'est  malheureusement  Tespri^ 

^-  Vide  Translation  in  .Appendix,  M  M.  p.  115. 
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"  d'insurrection  et  de  m^contentement  clu  sol* 
"  dat  qui  m'a  plac^  au  poste  que  j'oecupej  efe 
^*  c^est  assur^ment  une  situation  biep  ddsagr^'^ 
"  able  que  ceile  d*avoir  a  corriger  des  maux 
^^  inv^t^r^s^  et  de  d^uter  par  des  mesures  n^- 
*/  cessaires  pour  r^tablir  Tordre  et  la  discipline 
**  tptalement  n^glig^s, 

"  Je    ne    saurais  vous  d^peindre    Titat  ovl 
^^  j'aitrouv^  ce  corps  de  troupes  afF^m^^  sans  ' 
^^  chaussures,  une  grande  partie  sans  uniformes^ 
^^  manquant  de  munitions,  ayant  perdu  la  plu- 
^^  part  de  ses  bagages ;  r^duit  k  peu  pr^s  k  9 
^^  mille  hommes  d'infanterie  .et  deux  de  cava-^ 
*^  lerie^^  et  surtout  ayant  totalement  perdu  la 
^^  confiance  en  ses  Chefs.    J'ai  crii  d'aprfes  cela, 
"  devoir  suivre  le  plan  adopts  par  mon  pr^^-^ 
*^  cesseur,  celui  de  venir  dans  ce  pays  montueux 
f*  pour  y  passer  le  peu  de  jours  n^cessaireskre* 
^^  tablir  un  peu  Farm^e;  pour  me  fair^  rejoindre 
"  par  quelques  tmineurs,  et  quelques  recnies^ 
^^  donner  la  chaussure  et  du  repos  au  soldat  et 
^^  auxchevaux,  etpartirensuitepourdenouveUei 
^^  operations.  Mais  il  seroit  bieii  important  pour 
"leur  r^ussite  qu'elles  marchassent    d'accord 
f^  et  de  concert  avec  celles  des  autres  arm^s^ 
V  surtout  avec  celles.  de  F  arm^  Anglaise;   et 
^^  il  seroit^  par  cc^sequent,  ijndispeQsable  que 
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*^  nous  connussions  mutueUement  nos  pro- 
^*  jets.  Le  Colonel  Whittingham  se  trouve 
^  malade  dans  ce  moment  ci^  et  je  d^sirerois 
**  d'aprfes  cel&.  qu^il  nle  fat  envoy^  "par  S.  E. 
**  le  G^n^ral  en  Chef  Moore  un  officier  de  con- 
**  fiance  et  connoissances  militaires^  qui  put  me 
^^  rendre^  compte  du  plan  adopts  par  le  G^n^ral 
^*  pour  eette  campaghe,  et  lui  rendre  compte 
^*  de  ce  que  nous  accorderlons  ensemble  quant 
*^  k  la  part  que  le  corps  d*  arm^e  pourroit 
^  prendre  k  son  execution.  Je  serai  bien  charm^ 
*^  si  le  chdix  pouvoit  tomber  sur  le  Colonel  Gra- 
^^  ham,  que  j'ai  eu  ITionneur  de  coiinoitre  chez 
«*  M.Stuart. 

,  ^*  Je  he  sais,  Monsieur,  oit  cette  lettre-cl 
^  votts  parviendra,  car  j'ignore  encore  le  lieu 
^^  ou  la  Junta  s'est  d^tenue  oii  fix^e,  et  je 
^^  pense  que  vous  ^tes  aupr^s  d^elle.  Ma  lettre 
*^  n'en  sera  pas  moins  Forgane  de  ma  trfes-sin- 
"  cfere  affection,  ainsi  que  de  Tassurance  de 
^  ma  plus  haute  consideration,  avec  laquelle 
•    *^  J^  ai  V  honneur  d'  ^tre,  &c. 

*^  Le  Due  DEL  Infant  ado/' 

..What  folly,  deceit,  and  distress,  does  this 
mosft:  Witmdl  letter  detect !  Here  is  a  genuine 
4e8cn^itioo  of  ^e^  Spanish  army,  and  a  true  ac- 
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count  of  its  numbers.  And  it  is  lamentable  to 
observe,  tbat  while  the  British  army,  ahuost 
by  the  command  of  the  Junta,  is  hazarding  its 
existence  to  make!  a  diversion  in  favour  of  the 
Spanish  army,  the  General  of  the  Spanish  army 
knows  nothing  about  the  matter.  What  con- 
cert could  there  be  between  the  various  armies 
employed  for  the  defence  of  Spain,  when  the 
Juiita,  the  centre  of  intelligence,  kept  them  all 
in  absolute  ignorance  of  the  state  pf  things  ? 

Had  Sir  John  Moore  been  so  fortmmte  as  to 
find  so  candid  a  correspondent  as  the  Duke  of 
Infantado,  a  person  who  would  describe  things 
as  they  were,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  events 
and,  conclusion  of  the  campaign  would  have 
been  very  diflferent.  But  this  most  important 
letter,  dated  Cuenja,  Dec.  13,  was  sent  to 
Seville,  and  was  there  enclosed  in  one  to  thej 
General  fi;om  Mr.  Frere  *,  dated  Dec,  22  !  It 
contained  the  only  correct  information  he  had 
hitherto  sent.  .  But,  instead  of  being  carried 
according  to  its  address,  it  was  conveyed  tq 
London !  The  packet  was  unsealed  by  Sir 
John  Moore's  Executors. 

*  It  was  considered  improper  »  print  this  letter  of 
Mr.  Frere's,  as  it  was  not  reoeived  by  the  General. 
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On  the  22d  of  December,  while  the  troops 
were  enjoying  a  short  repose  at  Sahagun,  and 
preparing  for  action,  the  following  letter  arrived^ 

Mr.  Ffere  to  S\r  John  Moore. 

f'  Merida^  14  Dec.  laos. 
{Received  22  Deg.  1808.] 

"I  WAS  last  night  honoured  by  your 
f  ^  letter  of  the  10th,  and  was  sincerely  gratified 
^^  at  learning  that,  with  hopes  infinitely^  less 
*/  sanguine  than  I  confess  myself  to  entertain  of 
^^  the  final  success  ©f  the  Spanish  cause,  you 
*^  had  determined  to  make  an  effort  in  its  fa- 
^^  vour.     A  resolution  taken  with  such  views 
"  must  have  been  in  a  great  measure  founded 
^^  upon  feelings  similar  to  those  which  you  will 
^^  have  seen  very  strongly  expressed  an  a  letter 
*^  of  which  Mr.  Stjiart  was  the  bearer ;  and  of 
"  which  I  wish  to  say  nothing  more,  than  that 
*^  I  feel  highly  gratified  in  the  idea  of  your  hav- 
*^  ing  partaken  them  with  me ;  and  that,  %vith- 
^^  out  communication  between  us,  the  same  sen-- 
"  timents  which  at  that   very  moment  were 
"  influencing  your  conduct,  were  guiding  my 
^^  pen. 
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^^  Your  letter  happened  to  be  Silvered  to  me 
*^  while  I  was  with  the  Junta ;  and,  after  com-^ 
*^  munlcating  such  parts  of  its  contents  as  were 
*^  most  important  and  gratifying  to  them,  with 
^^ihe  reserve  which  you  pointed  out,  I  men- 
^^  tioned  Mr.  Pignatelli's  ccnnnduct,  and  was  told 
^^  that  it  had  been  already  determined  to  removi^ 
^^  )um  from  his  command,  and  that  he  should 
"  be  sent  before  a  Court  Martial  for  his  con- 
^^  duct  at  Valladolid ;  that  the  same  resolutiofi 
^^  had  been  taken  with  respect  to  .an  Engineer 
"  Officer  of  high  rank,  whom  his  brother  officen^ 
"  had  denounced  to  the  Marquis  of  Romana; 
^^  for  not  having  appeared  in  the  moment  of 
*^  action.  That,  with  respect  to  Avila,  the 
^*  Authorities  of  that  town  should  be  displaced, 
"  and  General  iRomana  directed  to  treat  them 
^^  in  the  manner  which  their  conduct  has  de- 
^^  served.  You  know,  I  presume,  that  he  is 
*^  invested  with  the  authority  of  Captain  Gene- 
^^  ral  of  Leon  and  Old  Castile,  Galida  and 
^^  Asturias ;  and  I  qan  congratulate  you  on 
^^  having  to  do  with  a  man  whom,  tipon  all 
*^  subjects  of  this  sort,  you  will  find  of  a  perfectly 
"right  mind,  and  determined  to  keep  every 
<^  man  to  the  performance  of  his  duty. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


246 

^\  The  pIlbciBg  tbe  towns  which  you  nlention 
^' in  SI  atarte  of  defence,  suitable  to  the  meatis  of 
f^  fubtsiek  which  the  Enemy  might  at  present  be 
ff.al^lQ  to  direct  against  them^nvouldi  I  imagine, 
^f  faU  ivithin  the  limits  of  \m  authority  i  but  I 
5/  shall  sj^te  the  subject  to  the  Junta^  an4  I 
^^'have  no  doubt  of  their  approbation  of  any 
if  jaeasiii?e  which  you  suggest-  The  one. of 
-'i  gpiving  a  terpporary  species  of  defence  to  thjs 
ff  ppQiji  town$^hasj  I  thipk,  great  advantages  in 
^ift  country  like  this^  which  is,not  over-run  with 
f  ^  luxury  and  tij[uidity,  apd  >vhere  a  kind  of  pro-* 
^^.  Yineial  pride  cueists,  not  only  m  every  pro- 
5f  viace,  but  almost  in  every  town.  The  people 
^^  would  be  amused  ^aud  animated  i^i  <mly 
\^  again^it  the  Enemy^  but  in  rivalry  with  each 
^  other ;  the  Enemy  w<Mild  be  obliged  to  over* 
^^icome,  at  the  price  of  his  blood,  db$tacles 
^  whidi  had  been  imposed  to  him  by  tnere  la-* 
'-'  bom*;  and  a  thmisand  barriers  would  be  in- 
<^  terposed  against  that  deluge  of  panic  which 
*/  sometimes  overwhelms  a  whole  nation,  and 
*^  of  which,  at  one  time,  I  W93  afraid  I  saw  the 
^\  beginning  in  this  country,  > 

/}.  Witii  respect  to.  what  yw  mention  of  di*^ 
^'  recting  the  public  mind  by  prodbin|ii»<ms, 
"  and  other  means^  of  popular  impression,  Mar- 
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^^  quis  Biomana  is,  with  very,  few  exception^  in- 
^^  deed^  the  man  whom  I  have  seen  most  capa- 
^'  ble  of  judging  rightly.  I  send  inclosed  ah 
*^  oi^lonnance  whlfch  has  been  published  in  Ara- 
^^  gon^  and  which  has  not  yet  appeared  in  the 
i'  papers.  I  will  thank  you  to  forward  it  t6 
f  *  Marquis  Romana,  if  it  is  noft  printed.  In 
<^the  meln  while,  you  will  be  glad  to  hear  that 
"  it  is  much  approved  of  by  the  JFunta ;  arid 
f  ^  that  they  are  well  persuaded  that  it  is  Only  in 
^>  this  way  that  things  can  be  done.  They  are  ^ 
^^  ahnost  all  of  them  men  of  mild  tempers  and 
^^  good  humour,  such  as  it  is  natural  to  expect 
^^  in  men  who  have  been  the  object  of  a  popular 
choice;  and  it  will  coet^them  some  struggle 
to  get  the  better  of  their  itettural  dispositions.- 
unl^s  (which  I  think  most  likely)  they  put 
^^  Ihe  4faing  out  of  their  own  hands,  by  erectiiolg 
^^  a  special  tribunal  for  Military  offences, 

^^  The  extinction  of  the  popular  enthusiasm 
*'  in  this  country,  and  the  means  which  exist 
^'  for  reviving  it,  would  lead  to  a  very  longdis- 
^^  eussion.  I  would  only  say,  that,  if  I  am  at 
^^  all  right  m  ray  judgment  of  the  cause  of  the 
^^  evil,  it  is  already  removed  by  the  act  of  the 
^^  Junta;  and  I  trust  that  its  effect  will  not 
^^  Icmg  survive. 
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^^  I  have  1)een  persuaded  to  write  to  the  Com-' 
f  ^  rnaoder  in  Chief  in  Portugal,  to  reinforce  &e 
^^  anny  under  your  command  with  all  the  troops 
^^  he  can  spare ;  and  have  afready  transmitted 
^'  home  a  representation  to  that  effect  The 
*^  Portuguese  who  have  beenoffered  by  the  Be- 

gfency,  I  apprehend,  you  would  hardly  wish 

for;  I  have  therefore  su^ested  their  being 
^^  sent  to  Badajos  or  Alcantara. 

"  No  official  report  has  yet  been  received  of 
^^  ihe  capitulation  of  Madrid,  nor  is  it  by  any 
^'  means  certain/  that  any  fonnal  stipulation 
"  easted.  Nothing  hsd&  been  heard  from  Mor- 
^^  la, .  i^teUar,  and  Castelfiranco ;  nor  is  it 
^^  known  where  they  are.  An  order  has  been 
^^  drawn  up,  and  is  to  be  published,  prohibit* 
^^  ing  all  persons  concerned  in  the  capitulation; 
^^  or  holding  any  command  in  the  town  at  that 
^^  time,  from  approaching  the  residence  of  the 
"  Junta. 

^^  The  army  of  Aragon  had  repulsed  an  at- 
'^  tack  on  the  2nd.  Palafox's  official  report  of 
^*  the  unfortunate  actioai  of  Tudela  represents  it 
^'  as  an  exceedingly  bloody  one ;  and  that  the 
^^  French  confess  to  a  loss  of  4000  men.  All 
^'  the  reports  from  Madrid  represent  the  force 
"  of  the  French   as   much   reduced.     I  have 
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^^Keard  no  estimate  abbve  26^000  men.  All 
^^  these  estimates,  are  vague  j  but  officers  who 
^^  were  witnesses  to  the  attack^  are  confirmed 
^^  in  the  opinion  of  the  weakness  of  the  Enemy, 
^  by  what  they  obsecred  6(  his  appearance  and 
f^  mode  of  approach.  The  Catalans  appear  to' 
*^  be  entirely  at  their  ease,  following  up  the 
^^  t^ockade  of  Barcelona,  Whenever  it  fells, 
^^  it  will  set  loose  aa3nslderahle  reinforcement  j 
^^  Mr,  Jovellanos  made  out  to  me  a  regular  de^ 
^^  toil  of  23,000,  be3ides  peasantry  and  irregu- 
^'  lars,>  who  are  employed  there. 

*^  The  Junta  are  on  their  way  toSevilley  ar 
^^  situatimi  oqi  many  accounts  preferable,  in  my 
f^  o{»nioii,  to  any  other  they  could  have,  cho- 
*^  sen  ;  unless  circumstances  could  have  allowed 
<^  them  to  have  stopt  at  Toledo,  I  shall  follow 
^^  them  from  hence  tp-morrow/ 

^*  This  province  is  raising  horses  and  men 
<^  with  gre^at  zeql,  and  sending  them  forward  to 
^/  defend  the  passes  of  the  Tagjis ;  particularly 
^*  to  Almaraz.  The  Junta  have  been  received 
f^  with  general  respect  by  the  people,  and  with 
f^  great  deference  by  the  inferior  Juntas. 

*^  I  have  the  honour  tq  be,  with  gr^t  truth 
^^  and  respect,  Sir, 
?^  y our  most  obedient  hvm).ble  servant, 

^'  J.  H.  Feere.'^ 
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The  fexertions  of  the  Supreme  Junta  aod  of 
Mr.  Frete  are  singularly  displayed  by  Ais  letter. 
Afber  the  armies  o£  Spain  are  beaten^  and  the 
capital  is  taken,  Mr^Frere  informs  Sir  Jdim 
Moore,  that  he  intends  to  state  to  the  Jnnta  a 
proposal  for  placing  a  few  towns  in  a  stale  of 
defence. 

As  this  plan  was  suggested  by  Sir  %Eohn 
Moore  in  his  letter  of  the  10th  of  December^  it 
was  not  requisite  to  make  any  greatf  effort  to 
convince  him  of  its  utility.  But  Mr,  Frere.  is 
fired  by  the  idea ;  he  displays  the  expected  ad- 
Tantages  in  a  fine  flow  of  elocution;  and  at 
kngth  rises  in  his  diction  to  the  sublime  meta- 
phor of  interposing  a  thbusand  barriers  against 
a  deluge  of  panic. 

Tliese  phrases  were  an  inadequate  substitute 
for  dearth  of  intelligence  ;  for  Mr.  Frere  does 
not  yet  declare,  whether  Madrid  has  submitted 
or  not :  his  expressions  are  still  vague ;  he 
writes,  there  is  no  "  official  report  of  the  capi-^ 
'^  tuktion.'' 

Did  Mr.  Frere  expect  that  Morla  or  Buona- 
parte would  report  to  the  Junta  ?  And  does  he 
acquire  no  intelligence  but  by  official  reports  ? 
Mr.  Frere  was  certainly  not  a  perspn  to  be  de- 
pended upon  for  information;  for  this  letter, 
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which  only  hints  d[a:rkly  at  the  capitulation  of 
Madrid^  reached  the  General  on  the  22nd  of 
December ;  whereas  an  expKcit  account  of  the 
surrender  of  Madrid  had  been  conveyed  to  Paris, 
and  thence  to  London,  and  was  printed  in  the 
En^bh  newspapers  three  days  sooner*. 

'  But  it  would  be  doing  injustice  to  Mr,  Trere 
to  assert  that  his  letter  gives  no  intelligence ; 
since  he  informs  Sir  John  Moore  that  the  force, 
of  the  Frmch  is  much  reduced;  and  that  no 
estimate  be  has  heard  of  thdr  numbers  at  Ma< 
drid  exceeds'  26ftQ0  men  :  he  consequently  is 
desirous  that  ihe  General  should  rely  upon  this 
inteHigetice;  yet^  he  owns,  that  the  Junta  are 
dff  tfaek*  way  to  Seville — a  measture  of  which 
hfe  ^nery  much  approves. 

What !  after  all  tlie  boasted  enthusiasm  of 
the  Spanish  nation,  does  Mr.  Frere  approve  of 
the  Supreme  Junta  flying  to  the  e3ctr^mity  of 
the  Peninsula  from  the  dread  of  26,000  French- 
men ?  If  ther^  had  been  no  greater  number 
the  Junta  need  have  taken  no  alarm,  though 
not  a  Spaniard  had  been  in  arms  :  for  25,000 
British  were  now  advancing  into  the  heart  of 
Spain. 

♦  Vide  Appendix,  U.  p.  65. 
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Bubtiaparte's  inteUigenoe  is  somewhat  differ^ 
ent  He  dedares^  in  his  20&  bulletin^  iha€ 
he  reviewed  his  army  on  the  18th  of  Decembeif 
at  Madrid,  which  consisted  oi  60,000  men^ 
widi  150  pieces  of  artillery  :  and  this  was  in* 
dependent  of  two  large  dorps  under  the  Dukes 
of  Bellune  and  Dantzic,  at  Toledo  and  Tala- 
vera  ;  and  others  in  the  neighbourhood.  The 
account  of  the  review,  we  believe,  was  no  ex-r 
aggeration.  It  was  confirmed  by  the  {nriacmerar 
who  were  afterwards  taken  by  the  ]^tieh;.and 
the  terror  inspired  by  such  forces  forms  a  43i«ffi- 
cient  excuse  for  the  retreat  of  the  Junta. 

On  the  same  day.  thf^  General  received  ano*^ 
ther  letter  from  Mr.  JPrere ;  which  w^  .written 
only  two  days  later,  y^t  of  a  totally  different 
tenor. 

Mr.Frere  to  Sir  John  Mowe. 

^^LasSmtos^  Decie^  IgOS.  . 
^^  SIR, 

"  There  was  a  part  of  the  letter  with 
*^  which  you  honoured  me  on  the  10th,  to 
which  I  hope  I  shall  now  be  able  to  send  a 
satisfactory  answer.  The  subject  of  the  j^hips 
^^  in  Cadiz  had  not  escaped  me ;  but  I  thought 
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^*  it  so  very  dangerous  to  suggest  to  the  Junta 
^  any  idea  except  that  of  living  and  dying  on 
**  Spanish  ground,  that  I  avoided  the  mention 
^*  of  any  subject  that  could  seem  to  imply  that 
^^  I  entertain  any  other  prospects.     The  mea- 
J^  sure  of  confining  the  French  prisoners  on- 
^'  board  of  tliem,  seems  to  offer  an  opportunity 
"for  making    arrangements   which,    without 
^^  imping  the  spirit  of  the  Country,  may  pro- 
^*  vide  a  resource  in  case  of  the  worst.     This 
^^  measure  has  been  taken  by  the  Junta  of  Se- 
^^  ville,  whose  energy  was  so  conspicuous  in 
^^  the  cotirse  of  the  last  summer.     They  have, 
as  I  judge  from  their  proclamation,  deter- 
mined to  assert  thenisielves  very  ^vigorously  ; 
for  they  have  reassumed  their  old  title,  and 
^^  directed  the  Commander  of  Cadiz  to  corre- 
*^  fepond  with  them  directly,  as  they  do  not 
^^  know  what  is  become  of  the  Central  Junta. 
**  I  hope  I  shall  succeed  in  keeping  the  peace 
**  between  them. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &;c. 

"  J.  H.  Feere.*' 

-  Hiis  letter  should  be  read  with  particulai: 
attention,  as  the  hints  it  contains  are  very  ex:- 
taordinary. 
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JVlr.  Frere  here  acknowledges  the  reasotfs 
that  he  would  not  notice  sooner  the  subject  of 
the  Fleet  at  Cadiz  to  the  Junta.  He  thought 
it  dangerous  .to  suggest  ^^  aqy  idea  except  .that 
of  living  and  dying  on  Spanish  ground;'' 
and  he  avpided  the  mentioning  of  wy  thing 
that  would  seem  to  imply  that  he  eai^^rtained 
other  prospects.  It  thus  appears,  tiuat  ^Mr. 
Frere  did^  in  fsuct,  think  of  the  ships  of  Cadiz^ 
and  did  entertain  prospects  different  from  t^ose 
he  depicted  to  the  Junta^  but  disguised  Ihb 
thoughts  from  policy. 

The  wisdom  of  these  boncealments.  to  an  ally 
is  a  diplomatic  question.  But  it  was  not  from 
the  Junta  alone  that  Mr.  Frere  prejserved  se* 
crecy.  He  riot  only  hid  these  melancholy  fcwe* 
bodings  in  his  mind,  but  also  the  numbwOf 
the  French  forces  from  the  Commander  of  the 
British  Army ;  and,  not  contented  with  a  bare 
concealment^  in  every  former  letter  he  drew  a 
flattering  picture  of  the  Spanish  afl&irs.  I^et 
the  letter  even  qf  the  14th  of  December,  be 
"again  examined:  he  there  states—- that  the 
cause  of  the  extinction  of  enthusiasm  is  now 
removed — thai:  no  official  account  of  the  capi- 
tulation of  Madrid  has  yet  been  received -r-^ 
that  the  army  of  Aragon  has  r^ulaed  ihe 
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French  — *  that  the  force  of  the  French  is  much 
r^iiced^  only  '26,000  being  at  Madrid  —  that . 
the  Catalans  are  at  their  ease,  and  Barcelona 
ab^t  to  fefl.  This  is  an  abstract  of  the  sigree- 
able  description  written  on  the  14th ;  and  oii 
AelUth,  ho  teewcTent  having  occttircdj  Mr, 
Frere  is  making  arrangements  for  the  wo*^! 

With  regard  to  the  British  Artiiy,  this  de- 
teeticMi  of  Mr.  Frcre'«  real  sentimetits  comes  too 
late.  It  is  now.  off  ithe  banks  of  the  Carridn, 
close  to  the  position  of  the  Frertch.^  - 

The  Commander  wrote  early  in,  the  niiiinirifi^ 
to  the  Marquis. 

Sir  John  Moore  to  the  Marquis  de  la  Ilomanai 

-       "  Sahagutty  22  Dec.  1808.  ' 

^^  I  HAD  tlie  honour  to  receive  your 
*^  Exrcellency's  letter  of  the  19th  yesterday 
*^  morning  early, 'as  I  was  getting  upon  my 
^'  horse  to  march  with  the  troops  to  this  place, 
*^  where  I  arrived,  in  the  forenoon.  Six  or 
seven  hundred  French  cavalry  were  stationed 
at  this  place ;  a  part  of  my  cavalry  marched 
the  preceding  night,  attacked  and  defeated 
^'  them  at  day -light  yesterday  morning, .  killed 
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<<  a  gobd  imt^f    ^nd  tool:  two  Lieutenant* 
^^  Colonels^    eleven    offici^re,    and    144    men 

^^  The  body  of  di9  French  under  MarAal 
^^  Spi|]jt  19  still  nt  Saidium.  J  ahdl  march  in 
^^  (that  direction  to^mpnow,  aad  ahi^  attack 
dn^^i  ^  ipov^t  I  «aii.  If  ymix  £xoelkncy 
cjEiu  n^ake  any  DMV^mant  in  £tv6«r  m£  ikis 
^.timk,  or  to  tpk^  ^dvftntage  of  any  auoeesa  I 
^^  p^iay  meet  with,  I  take  for  gnoited  ytnx  wtU 
^^  do  it.  Biit^me  to  me  ia  the  qitoat  preeious 
^^  off  all  things;  and  I  cannpt  delay  my  move- 
^^  ment. 

^^  With  respect  to  the  information  sent  to 
f*  you  hy  the  Junta,  you  may  depend  upon  it, 
"it  is  erroneous.  Madrid  is  quiet;  Buona^ 
parte's  proclamations  are  dated  from  it;  and 
nothing  but  the  greatest  exertion  cm  the  part 
"  of  $peun,,and  all  good  Spaniai^s,  will  pra- 
"  aerve  them  frpm  conquest 

^^  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c* 

The  foUowing  letter  anived  w  the  9veiuaf 
ofthe22nd,  .  - 
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I^e  Mcirquis  of  Rdmatm  to  Sir  John  Moore  * 


r  ■;■.'« 


•  «-i 


;  ^^  J*M  ett  rhiOtineiir  de  viws  ^cii^e  le 
^'  Iflt  eit  r^iMise  ^  Jaiettre  que  V,  E.  m'avoit 
*^  remist  pkr  moil  m^-de-|paai{i  Mr.  O'Ni^ 
^^et  q^aJFftnt  jias  em  d'avis  depuis^  j^  dc^  kii 
^^  €X{KHser  (^  p6^  &ire  Tattaqiie  de  Saldaji» 
^^  nomine  U|)aro)tq^^  ^*^^^  rintentipn  de  V.  E- 
*^  je  d^sirerok  de  cdap^rer  de  nion  cdt^>  afia 
^^  que  k  r^ussite  soit  ccaanplettei.  L'EntieBii  eB^ 
^^  rassemblant  toutes  le&  forc^ea  :qiiHl  a  dite^'- 
^^  miiK^s  6ur  tous  les  points  de  c^s  «liyiroils>  f 
^raui^a  tout  £lu  plus,  .d'kpr^s  les  m^eurs  ii$n- 
^^  sei^enieDts  qiie  j'aipris,  enviroa  8  k9  iiiille 
^^  hotmnei^  d^iofanterie,  €|t  mille  chevaux^  avec  8^ 
*^  k  10  pieces  d'artillerie;  ilseroit  tr^s  impott^t 
*^  d'envelopper  ce  corps,  et  le  d^truire,  avant 
*^  qu'il  paisse  faire  sa  jonction  avec  quelqu'au-*^ 
*'  tie  corps  que  Napoleon  p^t  lui  envoyer  de 
"  rfeaAirt  Si  V.  E.  se  determine  k  cette  entre- 
*^  prise,  je  feral  un  mouyement  avec  9  k  10 

*  Vide  Translation  in  Appendix,  N  K  p.  117. 
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**  mille  hommes,  qui  est  tout  ce-que  je  pourrois 
**  rassembler  de  mieux  habill^s  et  arm^s ;  tou€ 
^*  le  Teste  se  trouvant.  presque  nud  et  mal 
*^  equipd 

Si  V.  E.  me  donne  une  r^ponse  prompte,  je 
sortirai  demain ;  mais  j'ai  Fhonneur  de  lui 
faire  observer,  que  le  coup  donn^,  il  faudra 
**  rentrer  dans  mcs  quartiers  d'hiver,  &ute 
^^  d'habillement  et  foumitures  pour  les  troupes. 
Cependant  nous  laisserons  a  parler  de  oela  h 
^^  notre  entrevue,  comme  ^galement  kconcerter 
*^  le  plan  d'op^tations  k  suivre.  Je  suis  pre- . 
*^  suad^  que  TEnnemi  n'est  pas  en  farce,  et  que 
*^  tous  les  d^sastres  dont  nous  sommes  t^moins 
n^ont  eu  lieu  que  faute  de  combinaisons  dans 
le^  operations  de  nos  armies.  Pan;  un  Officier 
"  d'Ingenieurs  que  m'a  remis  la  Junta  de 
**  Zamora,  pour  avoir  trouv^  sa  conduite  un 
"  peu  suspecte,  j'ai  ^t^  inform^  que  Tarm^  de 
**  Palafox  n'a  recu  aucun  ^cbec  comme  les  En- 
*^  nemis  le  publioient,  mais  qu'il  a  ^t^  oblig^  de 
^  se  replier  sur  Saragosse,  It  cause  que  Tarm^ 
*^  de  Castanos  avoit  quittd  la  position  de  Lo* 
*^  grono,  qu'il  n'avoit  jamais  dii  abandonner : 
*^  il  donne  des  details  trfes  circonstanci^s  de 
*^  Farmee  Franyoise  sur  Madrid,  de  TEmpereur, 
*'  de  la  Division  de  Junot,  et  enfin  des  nou- 
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^^  velles  que  je  crois  p'hs  necessaire  que  V.  E. 
"  en  aye  connoissaiiee,  et  d'aprfes  lesqiielles  il 
*^  me  semble  que  nous  devons  absolumeht  avoir 
^^  une  entrevue. 

•    ^  *  J^ai  rhonneur  de  rejiouveller  k  V.  E. 
*^  rhommage  de  men  sincere 

*^  et  i-espectueux  attachement, 

Le  M^  de  la  Romana<'' 

» 

Complete  concert  was  thus  established  be- 
tween the  British  and  one  Spanish  army.  The 
number  of  the  Spaniards  which  could  be  brought 
forward,  was  less  than  the. half  of  what  had 
been  originally  stated  j  and  the  assistance  that 
could.be  expected  from,  these  troops  may  be 
judged  of  from  the  report  of  Colonel  Symes,' 
who  continued  with  the  Marquis.  In  a  letter 
frolm  him  dated  Leon^  December  22fnd^  he 
says,  "  The  troops  here,  although  they  cannot 
^^  be  relied  on  to  influence  materially  the  result 
^^  of  a  general  action,  yet  mky  be  brought  into 
^^  use  (xs  aicxiliariesy  to  engage  the  attention  of 
*^  a  part  of  the  Enemy's  force ;  and,  in  the 
"  event  of  ilie  Enemy  being  broken,  may  prove 
^*  an  active  instrument  to  complete  his  de- 
^^  struction.     When  I  say  this  muesli,  I  aay  all 
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5^  th^t  Qs^  po9$ibly^  be  e^<^t6d  |ram.  'iKeyi^ 
.'^  i^der  ^  present  appearaiicq/^ 

Eajrly  in  the  morning  of  the  23rd  Sic  Joh» 
sent  off  the  foUowiifg  letter  to  the  Marquis  c^ 
Romana,  signifying  the  mpvra^fs^pt  he  wished 
him  to  mal^e.     . 


Sir  John  Moore  to  the  Marquis  of  Momana. 

"  Sahagun^  2S'Dec€ffiber^  1808. 

"  spa, 

"I  HAD  the  honour  tp  ^vrite  to  yoii^ 


it 
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ypsterday ;  and  this  morning  I  i]|Bceived  your^ 
Excellency's  letter  of  the  21st  I  shall^ 
'^  match  this  night  to  Carrion,  where,  I  have. 
*'  ^ea^on  tp  believe,  some  of  the  Enemy  a^q 
f^  coll^ctejd.  To-morrow  I  shall  march  qn. 
*^  Saldana,  If  your  Excellency  wotJd  march 
,^*  from  ]VJ[ansilla,  either  direct  on  Saldana,  or 
^*  pass  the  river  a  littl^  above  it,  whilst  I  paarc^, 
f^on  from  Carrion^  I  think  it  would  distract 
**  the  attention  of  the  Enemy,  and.  considerably. 
*^  aid  my  attack.  My  march  fr^m  Carripn  wilj, 
probably  be  in  the  night.  Any  informatifftj, 
of  your  movement  I  shall  thank  you, to  adr 
f*  dress  to  me  at  Carripn,  where  I  shall  be  ?Lt 
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^^  day-ligbt  t0-mmi«)w,  I  enclose  a  tetter  and 
^^  a  pnnted  pc^r,  dent  to*  me  by  Mr.  FpdlM^ 
^*  andivfaich  I  received  yestieiday. 

^^  I  have  the  honour  to  be,>  8ba.  dc4i. 

^^  John  Moore/' 

Every  anuiigeMisnt  was  ifow  compfeted  for 
the  attack  of  the  Enemy,  The  British  were 
coUeeted  bcNiween  Sahagun,  Grahal^  and  Vil* 
lada/ consisting  of  twenty-five  thousaiid  four 
lumdred  men. 

The  Duke  of  Ij^lrndda^  after  tk«  defeat  of 
)A»  cavadr^  st  Stthagun^  had  t(4thdrawn  a  de- 
tachment from  Guardo^  atid  coneentitii^  his 
ttoops  to  tibe  ainoutit  of  eighteen  tkoutoild  be* 
h&Eid/tle  liver  Carrion;  Sbven'  thousand  \^re 
posted  at  S^Mmsiy  and  five  ^ousatid  atF  the 
toinos*  of  Cam oli^  and  ddtachitrients  wei^  pikeed 
ta^gtrard  tike  fcwls  and  bridges;  M  Wsris  also 
known  that  the  head  columns  of  JTunot 's  corps 
(Aet  8th);  \i«(srebetW€fen  Vitf oria  and-Burgos, ' 

Bedfore-this^  period)  Sir  John  Moore*  had  been 
aUl&ito  establish  many  exxjellcrit^channels'df  in-^ 
t^igenee,  upon  which  he  could,  in  sbrtic  irtea^ 
sur&,  depend;  Expr^ses  were  contiriually  ar- 
riving: with  r^ort^;  of'  every  important  dr- 
cumstaiiee«  - 


Digitized 


by  Google 


264 

He  now  answerjed  Mr.  JFrere's  last  letters, 
a^nd  coijimumcated  to  him  his  plan;  and  it  ap-* 
pears,  from  this  letter,  how  just  a  vi^w  the 
General  had  of  his  situation. 


Sir  John  Moore  to  Mr.  Frere. 

.     ^^  Sahagun,  23d  Dec.  1S08» 
"  SIB, 

^^  I  HAD  the  honour  to  receive  yes- ' 
^^  terday  your   letters  of  the^l4th  and  16th, 
^^  with  inclosures,    which  shall  be  fonvarded^ 
^^  by  the  first  opportunity.  * 

-^  As  you  acknowledge  only  the  receipt  of 
*^  my  letter  to  you  of  the  10th  instant,  I  send. 
*^  you  a  duplicate  of  two  letters  which  I  ad^ 
*<  dressed  to  you  on  the  6th,  and  which  I  sent 
by  a  messenger  who,  perhaps,  was  inters- 
cepted. 

^'  With  respect ^^ to  your  letter,  delivered  to 
me  atToro  by  Mr,  Stuart,  I  shall  not  remark 
upon  it.  It  is  in  the  style  of  the  two  which 
^^  were  brought  to  me  by  Colonel  Charmilly,  • 
^^  and,  consequently,  was  answered  by  my 
^'  letters  of  the  6th,  of  which  I  send  you  a  dui 
^'pHcatd:  that  subject  is,  I  hope,  at  rest. 
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^*  I  am  in  communication  with  tfie  Maxquis 
^^  de  la  Romana.  I  march  this  night  to  Cwiion, 
"  and  the  next  day  to  Saldana,  to  attack  the 
^*  corps  under  Marshal  Soult.     ■}• 

U  ^  ¥^  ^  ^  ^  .         *4^  ♦ 

€^  *  '*  ^  ^  *  ^  ^  ♦ 

((  ^  *  ^   ^  *  m^  ^  *  .      #. 

i(  ^  ^  ^  -di^  4(  «■#»«, 

i<  *         *         *       .  *         *         *       ,  *  #v 

^(  *  *  ♦     '       *  9i»  *  #  #. 

^^  Buonaparte  id  dating  his  proclamations 
^*  from  Mitdrid ;  and  as  to  the  British  army, 
"  if  it  were  in  a  neutral,  onEnemy's  country^  it 
*^  could  not  be  more  completely  left  to  itself, 
"  If  the  Spaniards  are  enthusiasts,  or  much  in- 
'*  terested  in  this  cause,  their  conduct  is  th^ 
^^  most  extradtdinary  that  ever  was  exhibited. 

^^  The  movement  I  am  making  is  of  the  most , 
^*  dangerous  kind.     I  npt  only  risk, to  be  sur-  r 
^'  rounded  every  moment   by  superior  forces^ 
*'  but  to  have  my  communication  intercepted 
^*  with  the  Galicias,     I  wish  it  to  be  apparent^ 
^'  to  the  whole  world,  as  it  is  to  every  individual 


t  Some  remarks  on  the   Spanish  co-operation  ar^ 
4>mitted, 
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$<  qI  the  aimy^  that  we  have  done  every  ^ng 
igpQiir  pawer  in  supgort  of  ^e  Spanish  cause; 
^^  audi  liiat  we  do  not  aJbandpn  it^  until  long 
^^  after  the  Spaniards  had  ahandoned  us^ 
^  I  hare  the  honow  to  be,  &c. 

^^  JdfHN  ]VIoore/'  . 

The  army  were  now  in  complete  preparation; 
the  disposition  for  an  attack  was  made,  and  the 
Generals  had  received  their  instructipns.  But, 
in  the  course  of  this  day,  messenger  ?iter 
iftesisrenger  ISrought  unplfeasatitreportlB. 

Certain:  ihibrmatiDn  was  received;  tftat  a 
stirong-  reifafhivfement  had  arrived^  at  Carrion 
from  Pfedentia;.  and /dtat  a  large  quantity  of 
piwisions  and  forage*  were  preparing  in  the  vil- 
lages in  firont'of  that  town. 

A  Gburier  next  arrived^  from  Los  Santos, 
brihj^hg'  information  that  the  Brench  corps, 
V^Hifeh  was"  marching  to  the  IJputh,  had^*  been 
hi^d^  at  l^vera :  and  several  other  messen*. 
gfers  'arrived,  hringlng  reporte  that  the  Enemy 
wetfe^  atfirancing  from  Madrid.* 
.  *  Tbwardfe  the  evening  an  express  arrived*  frptn 
the  Marquis  of  Romana. 
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Thi  Marquis  de  la  Romana  &  son  Ea:cellence 
Sir  j/ Moore,  KB.* 

^^  Uh  G>iifident  que  ^aii  soar* Ifiavicm 
f^^  Db^to  no  dbime  a^  soua  (^iklm  da>  Ift^cbu- 
^^  rant^  qu'on  lui  a  asaus^  ^pae*.  iMtSnAflnaia 
^  qui  se  trouyment  k  yEdOHrkl'  omi  &k>  im 
^^  mQuvement  vers  ce  c6t^-ci,  H  m'sy ouiiM(k^.^pi& 
^^  si  la  personne  qui  lui  donnoit  cet  avis  n'arri- 
^^  voit  pa^^ce  jour  m6me,  il  aJIoit  lui  de  aarpoA- 
^^  Sonne  se  tran^potter  k  VillaeastiijL^douze  lieues 
f^  floignd  de  Madrid)  pour  6tre  en  observation 
^^  des  deux  chemioS)  celui  qui  passe  par  Zamora, 
^^et  Tautre  qui  va  par  Segovie. 

^^  Je  m'empresse  k  donner  cet  avis  k  V.  E. 
^^  pour  les  mesures  qu'elle  jugera  convenables  a 
^*  prendre. 

f ^  J^ai  rhonneur,  &c. 

^*  Le  Marquis  de  la  RbMAWA,^ 
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Sir  John  Moore  saw  at  once  the  Import  of 
.  the  various  intelligence  he  had  received.  He 
perceived  that  his  movement  and  design  were 
discovered  by  Buonaparte,  who  was  now  march- 
ing a  superior  force  against  him.  This  wa» 
mrhat  he  had  all  along  expected^  and  ioT  which 
lie  was  prepared.. 

The  forward  march  of;  the  troops  was  in- 
t&uitly  countermanded.  '   , 

Soon  after  a  second  note  arrived  from  the 
Mai^uis. 

DvL  Marquis  de  la  ttomana  &  son  Excellence 
Sir  J.  Moorcy  K.  B.  * 

V 

"  Mansilhy  2%  Decembre, 
a  trais  heures  du  soir. 
^'  SIR,   . 

**  J^Ai  rhonneur  de  vous  annoncer 
*'  mon  arriv^e  ici  avec  les  troupes  que  je  compte 
**  employer  dans  le  mouvement  auxiliaire.  Je 
**  n'ai  pu  tirer  qu'environ  sept  milles  hommes 
'^  dHnfanterie,  120  chevaux,  et  huit  pi&es  d'ar-  . 
^^  tillerie.  liCS  troupes  sont  cantonn^s  dansune 
**  circonf^rence  k  une  heue  et  quart  de  cette 
*'  ville    en  avant  vers   Saldanha,  except^  uu 

*  Vide  Translation  in  Appendix,  P  P.  p.  120. 
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corps  que  j'ai  envoye  a  trois  lieues  d'ici  k  xxa 
village  notame  Villaxmimio  ^oign^  de  trois 
petitei^  lieues  de  Cea.  J'attends  vos  rapports 
pour  me  mettre  en  mouvemeut^  que  je  ne 
ferai  qu'a|>r^s  que  V.  E.  mWra  iu>mwximqp6 
ses  plans  et  ses  inteotirais.  Je  d^irereis 
atoir  une  r^coise  positive  pour  expe^r  les 
5^  ordies  de  bonne  beure  au  corps^ 
^*  J?ai  I'honneur,  &c. 

/^  Le  MAKauis  PE  LA  Romana/' 

An  answer  was  instantly  sent  back/ 

Sir  John  Moore  to  the  Murqvis  of  jRQman^^  ^  - 

•         '*  Sdfiagim,  add  Dec.  nosJ 

^^  I  HAD  the  honour  to  receive  your 
*^  Exicellency's  letter  of  the  22d  this  afternoon^ 
^^  and  have  to  thank  you  for  the  information 
"which  it  contains;  the  probability  of  it;^ 
*/  truth  is  confirmed  to  me,  by  information 
"  which  reached  me  this  morning,  that  a  con- 
"  siderable  quantity  of  provisions  and  forage 
"  had  been  ordered  to  be  prepared  in  the  Vil- 
^^  lages  on  this  side  o^  Palencia,  I  also  know 
^^  that  the  intended  match  of  a  corps  of  the 
^*  French  to  Badajos  hus  been  irtopped,  wbeji 
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^  its  ^v^iidiMi  guard  had  l^ftehecl  li&kt«ttt  ^ 

•*  Y<)af  Exceltency  kno^s^  tAj  objed:  itt 
^  to^cMig  ift  this  ditfecfiGii  Was  to  ^^dMVOitf 
^^  «<ifii*«ie  ;y^M  ftotfi  a  troubksdnie  ne^hfobiH*,  i^d 
**  te  Strike  a  btew  at  a  coips  <rf  the  fioeiii;^, 
^Avfiilst  it  wks  still  im^i^ted  thilt  thtt  Btitish 
**  troop  had  retreated  into  Pbttogal.  I  wa:^ 
^'  aware  of  the  risk  t  ran,  if  I  should  be  disco- 
"  vered,  and  the  Etiettiy  push  ob  k  corps  be- 
*^  tween  me  and  my  communication. 

^'  My  movementr  haS,  in  some  de^ee^  an- 
*^  swered  its  object, '^as  it  has  drawn  the  Enemy 
"  from  other  projects,  and  will  give  the  South 
^^  more  time  to  prepare.  With  such  a  force  as 
"  mine,  I  can  pretend  to  do  no  more.  It  would . 
f  ^  only  be  losing  this  atmy  to  Spain  and  to  Eng- 
'^land,  to  persevere  in  qiy  march,  on  Soult; 
^*  who^  if  posted  strongly,  might  wait,  or,  if 
^^  not|  would  retire  and  draw  me  on  until  the 
«<  corps  from  Madrid  got  behind  me;  in  shorty 
^^  single-handed,  I  cannot  pretend  to  contend 
^  with  the  superior  numbers  the  French  can 

bring  sigainfrt  me* 

^*  I  received  your  Ekcellency^s  letter  at  six,  and 

th<^  troops  were  to  have  matched  frolii  tlm  to 
^  Cani<!in  at  eight  this  evening.     I  coont^- 
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^^  mancldl  ^bem,  and  ^hall  taike  ifiMdjediate  n^ea^ 
^*  «nre«  for  veftiting  on  Astoi^.  Thete  I  ehall 
*^  stand;  as  my  retreat  theace,  if  Beeeasary,  i^ill 
*^  be  secwe.  I  «liaii  be  in  the  way  to  reoeiVe 
^^  the  ^applies  and  the  reinforcements  whseh  1 
^^  expect  Ipotn  England.  At  the  worst,  I  t^n 
^^  maintam  myself,  and,  with  your  Excellency's 
^' aid,  defend  the  Galicias,  and  give  timefot 
^^  iiie  formation  of  the  sumies  of  the  Souths 
^^  a^nd  that  which  you  command  to  be  prepared, 
^'  when  a  joint  dSPort  may  be  made,  which  can 
^^  alone  be  efficacious.  It  li^  playing  the  She- 
^  my's  game  to  draw  him  to  attack  our  armies' 
^*  in  rotation. 

*^  I  bope  this  plan  will  meet  your  approba- 
<^tioh;  you  may  rest  assured  that  I  shall  not 
*'  retreat  a  foot  beyond  what  is  necessary  to  se- 
*^  cure  my  sup^ies  from  being  intercepted; 
"  and  that  I  desire  nothing  more  than  to  meet 
"  the  Enemy  upon  any  thing  like  equal  terms, 
"  I  have  die  honour  to  be,  &c- 
' "   -  "John Moore/' 

^^  P.  S.  I  had  fmisbed  my  letter,  and  was  ' 
"  writing  one  to  Colonel  Symes,  both  of  which 
"  I  meant  to  dii^tch  \o  your  ^iSxcelleney  in  the 
"  mcmiing ;  when  I  received  your  letter  fteta 
"  UlanstUa  of  this  dale. 
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^  Your  Excellency  will  ssee,  that  in  conse^ 
**  quende  of  the  information  contained  in  your 
*^  letter  of  yestei-day,  I  have  countermanded  my 
*^  march  to  Carrion.  I  am  sensible  of  the  zeal 
^  and  activity  your  Excellency  has  displayed, 
^^  in  thus  hastening  to  co-operate  with  me ;  hut, 
**  for  the  reasons  contained  in  the  former  part 
^^  of  this  letter,  I  believe  the  attempt  no  longer 
*^  advisable.  It  will,  however,  be  of  use,  and 
*^  win  blind  the  Enemy,  should  you  conHuue 
*^  with  your  .Qorps  a  few,  days  at  Mansilla. 

You  wijl,  of*  course,  ,not  mention  my  in- 
tentions of  £4hngi  back.  If  I  am  followed,  I 
^  shall  stop  and  offer  battle  ;  and  though  you 
*^  should  beat  a  distance,  yet  the  knjowledge 
♦'  that  you  are  within  reach  will  distract  his  at- 
^'  t^ntion,  and  act  as  a  diversion. 

^^  I  shall  be  happy  to  hear  again  from  you 
•^  what  are  your  intentions.  I  shall,  I  think, 
^^  fall  back  on  Benavente, 

^^  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

"  John  Moore/' 
It  is  now  requisite  to  point  out  the  plan 
which  was  ailopted  by  Buonaparte.  ^  The  parti- 
culars were  disclosed  by  his  movemeats ;.  but 
^xad;  inforUiation  has  also  been  obtained 
through  Major  Napier  of  the  50th  regiment 
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This  Officer  at  the  battle  of  Conmtia  was 
stabbed  in  the  body  by  a  bayonet^  and  wounded 
in  the  head  by  a  sword,  yet  he  defended  his 
life  till  quarter  was  promised  him.  When  m 
prisoner  he  was  treated  most  handsomely  by 
the  Duke  of  D^niatia.  He  dined  with  Marshal 
Ney  frequently,  who  as  well  as  General  Ija 
Borde,  the  Chief  of  L'Etat  Major/ and  Other 
Officers  of  rank,  frankly  told  him .  the^  design 
and  sentitnents  of  the  Emperor.  When  Buo-* 
naparte  received  intelligence  that  the  British 
were  moving  to  the  Duero,  he  said,  ^^  Moore 
"  is  the  only  General  now  fit  to  contend  with 
"  me;  I  shall  advance  against  him  in  person.'* 

Orders  were  then  sent  to  the  Duke  of  Dal- 
matia  to  give  way,  if  attacked,  and  to  decoy  the 
British  to  Burgos,  or  as  far  Eastward  as  pos-^i 
sible  J  apd  at  the  same  time  to  push  on  a  corps 
towards  Leon,  on  their  left  flank.  And 
should  they  attempt  to  retreat,  he  Was  ordered 
to  impede  this  by  every  means  in  his  poWer. 
The  corps  on  the  road  to  Badajos  was  stopt, 
and  ordered  to  proceed  towards  Salamanca; 
while  he  himjself  moved  rapidly  with  all  the 
disposable  force  at  Madrid,  and  the  Escurial^ 
directly  to  Benavente.  Neither  Buonaparte 
nor  any  of  his  Generals  hp.d  the  least  doubt  o^ 
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durrounding  the  British  with  between  60  and. 
7O5OOO  men  before  they  could  reach  Galicia. 

Sir  John  MQore,  as  appears  both  by  hifi 
ktters  and  his  conduict,  saw  clearly  the  whole 
of  this  plan:  he  had  prepared  for  the  danger; 
calculated  the  time ;  and  has  acquired  the  glpry 
of  being  the  first  General  who  has  frustrated 
Buonaparte. 

After  having  fully  concerted  the  scheme  of 
Ids  retreat^  h^  wrote  agsdn  to  the  Marquis. 

Sir  John  Moore  to  the  Marquis  ofRonuina: 

^^Safiaguji,  Z>^c.  24M,  1808. 

"  sm,  ~ 

***  My  information  this  morning  state* 
**  that  the  French  have  received  reinforce* 
^^  ments.  I  shall  begin  my  retreat  to-morrow 
**  .morning  with  a  part  of  the  infentry ;  the  rest 
*^  will  follow  with  the  Cavalry  the  day  after. 
".  It  is  of  great  importance  to  me,  that  you 
"  should  keep  a  strong  corps  at  Mansilla,  t6 
"  defend  the  bridge  there,  whilst  I  .march  in 
^*  two  divisions  on  Valencia  and  Benavente. 
*^  The  corps  which  passes  at  Valencia  will  re- 
"  main  on  the  opposite  side  to  guard  the  Ferry,\ 
*^  until  the  corps  which  marches  on  Benaveate 
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"has  passed  the  bridge  at  that  place.  Sir 
>^  David  Baird  commands  the  division  which 
^**  goes  to  Valencia:  I  shall  mai'ch  with  the 
"  other  to  Benavente,  My  hopes  are  to  cross 
**  the  river  Eskir  before  I-  am  iatermpted: 
«  when  once  across,  my  communications  with 
-**  the  Galicias  will  be  secure;  and,  if  {N^essed 
**  then,  I  shall  have  no  objection  to  try  an 
^*  actimi. 

"  I  have,  thought  it  right  to  make  thia  com- 
*^  munication  to  your  Excellency.  You  wiD,  I 
*^  suppose,  think  -it  right  when  I  am  passed^ 
to  order  the  boats  upon  the  river  to  be  de- 
stroyedc  I  have  qnl^  to  repeat  my  request, 
that  Astorga  and  its  neighbourhood  may  be 
*^  left  for  the  British  troops,  together  with  the 
^f  pasisage  into  the  Galicias ;  and  not  occupied 
^^by  those  under  your  Excellency's  command, 
^'  You  will  find  nb  inclination  in  me  to  abandon 
*^  the  Sipanish  cause;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
*^  every  desire  to  co-operate  with  you  for  the 
^  general  good.  ~ 

^*  J  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

"  John  MooBti/' 

On  the  24jth  of  December  Sir  John  Moore 
was  silently,  but  busily  occupied  in  preparing  - 
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io  retire ;  whicb^  la  the  prasence  of  an  enemy*, 
is  thfi  most  difficult  of  aJl  military  operations. 
But,  tojwigeof  it  on  this  .occasion ,  the  Map 
of  Spain  with  this  relative  positions  of  the 
French  army,  should  be  4^amined. 

The  Duke  of  Dalmatia  received  strong  rein- 
forcen^ents  from  ih&  22nd  to  the  24th ;  so  that 
his  army  alone  was  much  superior  to  the 
British.  It  was  posted  behind  the  riyer  Car- 
rion, .between  Canion  and  Saldana. 

^e  Duke  of  Abrantes  had  advanced  from 
Burgos  to  Palentia,  and  threatened  the  right 
4iank  of  the  British. 

Buonaparte  pushed  on  the  corps  at  the  £s- 
cunal,  and  marched  from  Madrid  on  the  18th 
|n  person,  with  an  army  consisting  of  32,000 
in^try  and  8000  cavalry.  The  advane^- 
guard  of  this  cavalry  passed  through  Torde-^ 
siUas  on  the  24th ;  the  same  day  the  van  of 
the  British  left  8abagun ;  and  both  moved  to 
the  same  point — Benayente .  ^ 

There  ,  was  apother  corps  on  the  road  to 
Badajos  commanded  by  the  Duke  of  Dantzic: 
this  had  advanced  to  Talavera  de  la  Reina ; 
and  had  pushed  on  as  far  as  Arzo-Bispo,  in 
pursuit  of  the  Spanish  General  Galuzo,  This 
was  likewise  counter-matched,  and  was  directed 
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towards  Salamanc^.  B?el*t  the  dBvisioff  mt^ 
the  jyoke  of  Trerise,  whieh  wa&  |)roc^ding  td 
Saragossa,  was  stopped  :  and  the  long  m^dau 
tated  vengeance  against  fhit  heroic  ^ity  wa» 
deferred.  . 

In  Urte,  the  whole  disp<feable  f«e^  <rf  thd 
French  arriiy,  formin'g  an  irregular  cf^s^ent^ 
was  marching  in  *adii  with  ra^jM  sfeps  to  en- 
viron the  British.  To  accomplish  thid  ftkifimnt€ 
object,  Buonapatrte  stoffpetJ  his  vidtdftwes  ea^f 
reer  to  the  South,  where  thete  W2«  nothttilg  ^j 
pable  of  resisting  him.  iMbofe  ankJ  Cadisr 
Wotdd  have  yielded  ais  easily  ajs  Madrid*  ;  affl(d 

*  Jn  confirmation  of  tfiis,  tih^  folIoM^ing:  k  aln  e^itract 
eS  a  tetter  from  a  person  iu  the  ccmfifdeftc^  of  Goviaifi)*- 
ment  to  Sir  John  Moote. 

^'  Seoille^  Jan.  lOth,  ISOSJ. 
^*  Al-THOUGH  the  Junta  are  daily  plish^d  td  iH-' 
^*  duce  them  to  give  ordets  fbi*  the  advantie  6t  ey^if 
**  thing  Sotith  6f  Madrid  to\va*<fe  t»h^  Ca^itd,  i  dbndt ' 
^^  obseJrve  that  this  measure  aj^ears  hitherto'  to  have  tytei^r 
<^  up  the  attentiotf  of  th6  Enpmy,  who' are  steadily  de^ 
*«termiiied  to  ayttend  to  no  bthe?r  object  uiuirhe  shall 
'*  have  measured  his  strength  with  your  army  :  which  is 
**  now  certainly  the  pnly  hope  of  this  cduiitVy.     For  it  is 
^  merely  the  time  and  breath  they  gain  during  tHid. effort  ' 
^*bf  Bbon&parte,  iWiidli  mil  enable  them  to  bring  togje- 
^  th^  41  fdree  fit  to  ooatikiu^  tike  Qontest.'' 
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those  must  be  sanguine  indeed,  who  can  believe 
that  any  farther  resistance  would  have  bgen 
made  by  Spain. 

Th(&  bold  measures  adopted  by  Sir  John 
Moore,  arrested  the  immediate  subjugation 
of  this  country.  It  remains  to  be  seen  how  he 
pxtricated  his  army  from  its  perilous  situation. 

The  intelligence  he  had  got  w^  sufficiently 
founded  to  induce  him  to  retire ;  but  he  had  not 
yet  learned  the  whole  amount  of  the  force  tha^ 
wad  marching'  against  him,  and  was  resolved 
not  to  be  alarmed  into  a  false  step,  nor  retreat 
one  step  farther  than  was  absolutely  necessary. 
He  wished  to  defend  the  Galicias,  if  possible. 

His  first  object  was  to  pass  the  river  Eslar 
without  interruption.     There  ai'c  three  routes* 
across  this  river :  the  first  is  by  Mansilla,  where 
there  is  a  gobd  bridge ;  the  second  is  by  Valen- 
cia, where  there  was  only  a  ferry;    and  the 
third  is  by  Castro  Gonsalo,  where  there  is  also 
a  bridge ;  this  last  road  leads  to  Benavente.     It 
was  impossible  to  go  by  Mansilla,  as  the  Mar- 
quis of  Romana's  troops  were  there,  and  the 
country  was   completely  exhausted   by  them. 
There  were  great  objections  to  the  whole  army 
attempting  the  passage  by  the  ferry  at  Valencia : 
for  the  intelligence  received  was,  tnat  the  river 
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was  rapidly  increasing^  so  that  the  ford  would 
probably  be  too  deep,  and  the  boats  were  few. 
Titiese  circumstances  would  render  ^the  passage 
of  the  whole  army  very  tedious  at  this  point. 
And  besides,  an  adequate  supply  of  food  could 
not  be  found ;  nor  could  covering,  which  was 
necessary  at  this  season,  be  had  for  the  whole 
army  ©n  one  route. 

It  was,  however,  quite  requisite  to  secure 
Valencia  to  stop  the  Enemy.  Sir  David  Baird 
was,  therefore,  directed  to  take  that  route ;  ^uid 
it  was  resolved  that  the  rest  of  the  army  should 
proceed  by  Castro  Gonzalo. 

By  this  arrangement  also  the  magazines  and 
stores,  which  were  cleposited  at  Benayente  and 
Zamora^  were  effectually  covered. 

Tlie  road  by  Xieon  was  necessarily  left  to  the 
troops^  of  the  Marquis  of  Romana:  who,  in 
consequence  of  the  request  of  Sir  John  Moore 
to  defend  the  passage  of  the  river,  left  three 
thousanc}  men  there,  and  four  pieces  of  cannon, 
and  then  retreated  to  Leon.  He  wrote  a  few 
lines  to  express  a  wish  for  4  conference  with  Sir 
John  Moore;  to  whiqh  note  the  following  anr 
giyer  was  returned ; 
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Sir  John  Moore  to  the  MorquU  qfRomama^ 

''Sahagun^  Def.  24',  lSp8, 

"  I  HAD  the  honour  to  receive  your 
Excellency's  letter  of  this  date.  There  is 
^^  nothing  I  wish  so  much  as  to  ha^ine  a  personal 
"  interview  with  you  ;  but  in  the  presast  situ- 
^^  ation  of  this  army  it  is  impossible  for  me  to 
^^  leave  it  for  a  moment.  Once  across  the  Es« 
^*  lar,  and  I  will  ride  any  distance  to  have  the 
^^  honour  of  meeting  you.  1  shaU  remain  here 
*^  with  the  Cavalry  until  the  afternoon  to-mor- 
^'  row,  and  shall  leave  them  to  join  the  (fif 
*^  vision  of  the  Infantry  ip  the  evening,  which 
^*  will  be  at  Majorga, 

**  If  your  Excellency  can  make  it  convenient 
^  to  come  there,  you  will  make  me  very  haj^y : 
i*  but  if  this  be  inconvenient,  I  shall  go  to  you 
^*  when  I  reach  Benavente.  The  French  coa-? 
f*  tinue  to  receive  reinforcements.  A  consider 
f*  rabk  number  ^rived  d(t  I^J^ncia  thw 
^^  morning. 

*^  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

^^  JoH)^  Moore." 
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Two  pf  the  roads  over  the  Eslar  were  thiiS 
occuped  liy  the  Bdfish  and  one  by  the  Spanish 
army.  But^  as  the  latter  was  the  nearest  rMt0 
to  Astorga^  it  was  of  great  iinp<;^rtance  that  the 
Bnemy  shtould  be  retarded  there.  The  Bridge 
of  MansiUa  and  the  City  of  Leon,  were  pottitd 
to  defend :  and  the  following  letter  horn  Col. 
Symes  wiU  sh^w  the  expectations  that  were  held 
put  of  defending  Leoo. 


Coitmel  Symes  to  Sir  Jokii  Moore. 

*^  MansiUa,  Dec.  25,  iao$,  Ohe  a^Chok, 
^^  SIB,  '        I 

"  I  HAD  the  honour  of  ymw  note 
^^  early  this  morning,  and  am  folly,  awam  of 
^^  the  necessity  wWch  prevents  a  meeting  be- 
^^  tween  your  Excellency  and  the  Mar(^ai^  at 
*^  present.  The  Marquis,  for  ^eason^  of  the 
^^  same  nature,  cannot  leave  his  troops  f  in- 
^  deed^  his  presence  is  indiepensib^  requisite, , 
^^  for  he  has  no  second  to  whom  he.caisi^  €®«i^d6 
*^  ids  charge.  Gcaoeral  Blsvke  is  at  'L^im.  Th6 
^^  Mar^s  says,  that  whiereTer  else  he  liia^^  go; 
f'  it  is  impossible  foif  hdni^  to  send  a^y  p»ri  of 
i^  his  troops  jsrtothe  Astucjas^,  asitfae  roaMk^are 
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^^  now  .impassable  ;  the  snow  has  fisJlen  in  un-^ 
^'  usual  quantity.  The  Marquis's  idea  seems 
**  to  be  that  of  retiring  on  Astorga,  but  laot 
*'  pfecipitately :  to  put  Leon  in  the  best  pos- 
^^  sible  state  of  defence,  and  to  leave  there 
^^  2,000  men  -and  some  guni.  These  troops, 
^^  Vhen  added  tp  the  armed  inhabitants,  and 
^^  the  volujiteers  who  are  armed  and  und^r  a 
♦*  sort  of  training,  may  impede  the  progress  of 
an  Enemy — ^give  him  much  trouble,  and  af- 
ford protection  to  your  left  flank.  The  Vo- 
lunteers of  I^on,  including  the  students,  are 
"estimated  at  from  12  to  1500  men;  the* 
■^  rabble  are  numerous*. 

*'  The  City  of  Leon  is  very  extensive ;  it  is 
**  surrounded  by  a  high  wall,  in  some  places 
^^  ruinous.  There  are  old  Moorish  Towers  at 
*^  irregular  distances ;  several  gateways  with- 
in out  gates,  but  a  little  trouble  may  repair  the 
"  chasms,  and  blockade  the  gateways.  The 
*^  suburbs  embrace  the  wall,  which,  in  some 
^^  parts,  forms  a  back  for  long  rows  of  mean 
**  houses.  The  city  is  not  commanded — ^there 
"  is  some  rising  ground  about  a  mile  and  a  half 
*^  distant,  to  the  East  and  North  ;  excepting 
"  this,  the  country  seems  to  be  an  uninterrupted 
^^  plain  for  many  miles.     Between  Leon  and 
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*^  Astorga  it  is  a  continued  flat,  without  endio* 
^^  sure  or  obstacle  to  oppose  the  advance  of 
troops  from  any  direction.      Leon,    if  dis- 
puted vigorously,    may  prove   very.^mbar- 
*^  rassing  to  the  Enemy,  and  it  is  a  kind  of 
*^  warfare  for  which  the  Spaniards  seem  adapted^ 
^^  The  Marquis  appears  rather  disposed  to  ridk 
^^  a  general  action ;    but  he  says,  what  is  toQ 
"  true,  that  his  ariny,  in  effect^  is  no  army.- 
^^  He  thinks  that   his  artillery   will   be  well 
^^  served  —  it  may  be  so,  but  I  doubt.  .  Two 
^'  howitzers  and  eighteen  field-pieces  cbmpoi^ 
^'  the  number  of  guns  with  us.  .  .We  move  to . 
^' Leon  to-day.      The  Marquis  communicates 
^*  to  your  Excellency  the  intelligence  he  has 
^^  received.      Mansilla  is  not   capable  of  de- 
^'  fence ;  and  breaking  the  bridge,  the  Marquis 
^'  thinks,  will  not  be  any  material  obstacle  to 
"the  Enemy.      In   the  present  state   of  the 
f^  weather  I   think  it  would  impede  his  pro- 
^^  gre^s. 

*f  I  am.  Sir,  with  great  respect, 

^'  Your  faithful  humble  servant, 
.  .  "  M.  Symjes." 

According  to  the  arrangement  which   was 
made,    General  Eraser,    Allowed  by  General 
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Hope,  marched  with  their  divisions  on  the 
fi4th  of  December  to  Valderas  and  Ms^orga ; 
and  Sir  Ikivid  Baird  proceeded  with  hia  to  Vat- 
lenpia.  To  conceal  this  movement  Lord  Paget 
was  ordered  to  push  on  strong  patroles  of  Ca- 
valry close  to  the  advanced  posts  of  the  ISaietay.  . 

The  reserve,  with  two  light  corps,  did  not 
rttire  from  Sahagmi  till  the  movnhig  of  the 
9Sth;  they  followed  General  Hope*  Lord 
pBget  was  ordered  to  remain  with  tlie  cavsijj 
until  the  evening,  and  then  follow  the  reserve: 
Sir  John  accompanied  these  last  corps. 

The  retreat  commenced  in  thii^  deliberate 
manner.  On  the  2eth  of  December  Sir  David 
Baird  reached  the  Eslar,  and  pass^  the  ferry 
with  less  diflficulty  than  was  expected.  He 
took  post,  according  tq  his  orders,  at  Vatsencia, 
and  wrote  to  the  Marquis  of  Romana  urging 
him  to  blow  up  the  bridge  of  Mansilku 

The  other  divisions  of  Infantry  proceeded 
unmolested  to  Castro  Gonsalo. 

On  the  24th  of  Dfecetfiber  the  advanced 
guard  of  Buonaparte^»  army  marched  from 
TWdesillas-,  which  is  a  hundred  and  twenty 
miles  from  Madrid,  and  fifty  from  Benavente ;. 
Ani  strong  detaehment»  of  Ca«^lry  had  been 
j^iftshed  forward  to  YilltL^ndo^  ajwi  JMajorga^ 
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On  the  26th  Lord  Paget  fell  in  with  one  of 
those  detachments  at  the  latter  place.  His 
Lof^dship  immediately  ordered  Colonel  Leigh, 
With  two  squadrons  of  the  lOth  Hussars,  to' 
attack  this  corps,  which  had  halted  on  the 
summit  of  a  steep  hill.  One  of  Colonel  Leigh'ft 
squadrons  was  kept  in  reserve ;  the  other  rods 
briskly  up  the  hill :  on  approaching  the  top, 
where  the  ground  was  rugged,  the  Colonel  ju- 
diciously reined-in  to  refresh  the  horses,  though 
exposed  to  a  severe  fire  from  the  Enemy* 
When  he  had  nearly  gained  the  summit,  and 
the  horses  had  recovered  their  breath,  he 
charged  boldly  and  overthrew  the  Enemy: 
many  of  whom  were  killed  and  wounded,  and 
above  a  hundred  surrendered  prisoners. 

Nothing  could  exceed  tlie  coolness  and  gal- 
lantry displayed  by  the  British  Cavalry  on  this 
occasion.  The  18th  Dragoons  had  signalized 
themselves  in  several  former  skirmishes ;  they 
were  successful  in  six  different  attacks.  Cap- 
tain Jones,  when  at  Palencia,  had  even  ven- 
tured to  charge  a  hundred  French  Dragoons 
with  only  thirty  British ;  fourteen  of^he  Enemy 
were  killed,  and  six  taken  prisoners. 

The  cavalry^  the  horse-artillery,  and  a  light 
corps,  remained  on  the  night  of  the  2etb  at 
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Gistro  Gonsaki ;  atid  the  divisions  trtidei'  Ge^* 
nerals  Hope  and  Fraser  marched  to  BenaventcL 

On  the  27th  the  rear-guard  crossed  the  Es- 
lar,  and  followed  the  same  route,  after  com- 
pletely blowing  up  the  bridge. 

It  now  becomes  requisite  to  make  a  very 
painful  confession.  The  army,  which,  during 
the  advance,  had  been  distinguished  for  r^u- 
Jarity  and  good  conduct,  began  to  display  on 
the  retreat  a  very  opposite  behavioat.  This 
.  may  in  part  be  imputed  to  inattention  in  the 
Spanish  Magistrates ;  who,  instead  of  exerting 
themselves  to  pixjcure  lodgings  and  necessaries 
for  the  troops,  sometimes  fled  or  hid  themselves. 
But  another  cause  of  these  disprders  m'US,  un- 
doubtedly, the  independent  character  of  Bri- 
tons ;  w^ho  always  submit  to  militarj^  discipline 
with  great  reluctance.  They  were  indignant  at 
the  little  assistance  afforded  them  by  the  Spa- 
niards ;  aild  took  the  opportunity  which  the  re- 
treat afforded  them,  of  throwing  off  restraint, 
of  displaying  their  native  humours,  and  of 
acting  too  much  as  they  pleased. 

But,  whatever  was  the  cause,  the  General 
was  most  desirous  to  stop  this  misconduct;  both,^ 
from  humanity  to  the  Spaniards,  and  for  the 
safety  of  his  own  army.  He/  therefore,  issued 
aut  the  following  order. 
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CrENERAL   OjlDERS. 


^*  Head'2mrters,  Benavente^  27th  Bee 

^^  The  Commander  of  the  Forces  haji 
*^  observed  with  concern,  the  extreme  bad  con- 
^^  duct  of  the  troops  at  a  moment  when  they  are 
^^  about  to  come  into  contact  with  the  Enemy, 
^^  and  when  the  greatest  regularity  and  the  best 
^^  conduct  are  the  most  requiisite.  He  is  die 
^\  more  concerned*  at  this,  as,  until  lately,  thci 
*^  behaviour  of  that  part  of  the  army,  atl^t^ 
"  which  was  under  his  own  immediate  com- 
mand, was  exemplary,  and  did  them  much 


a 


"  honour. 


"  The  misbehaviour  of  the  troops  in  tlie  co- 
^Mumn  which  marched  by  Valderas  to  this 
^^  place,  exceeds  what  he  could  have  believed 
"  of  British  soldiers.  It  is  disgraceful  to  the 
"  Officers  J  as  it  strongly  marks  their  negli- 
"  gence  and  inattention. 

"The  Commander  of  the  Forces  refers  to 
"  the  General  Orders  of  the  15th  of  October,^ 
"  and  of  the  11th  of  Noveihber.  ,  He  desires 
^  that  they  may  be  again  read  at  the  head  o£ 
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*^  every* company  of  the  army :  he  can  add  no* 
*^  thing  but  his  deternlination  to  execute  them 
."  to  the  fullest  extent.  He  can  feel  no  mercy 
^^  towards  Officers  who  neglect  in  times  like 
^^  these  essential  duties,  or  towards  Soldiers 
"  who  injure  the  country  they  are  sent  to  pro- 
**  tect.  The  Spanish  Forces  have  been  over- 
'^  powered ;  and  until  such  time  as  they  are  re- 
**  assembled,  and  ready  again  to  come  forward, 
•^  the  situation  of  the  army  must  be  arduous, 
**  and  such  as  to  call  for  the  exertion  of  qua- 
**  lities  the  most  rare  and  valuable  in  a  military, 
^*  body.  These  are  not  bravery  alone,  but 
*^  pritience  and  constancy  under  fatigue  and 
hardship,  obedience  to  command,  sobriety, 
firmness,  and  resolution,  in  every  different 
situation  in  which  they  may  be  placed.  It 
"  is  by  the  display  of  such  qualities  alone,  that  > 
*^  the  army  can  expect  to  deserve  the  name  of 
**  Soldiers ;  thajt  they  can  be  able  to  withstand 
**  the  jforces  opposed  to  them,  or  to  fulfil  the 
^*  expectations  of  their  Country. 

*'  It  is  impossible  for  the  Greneral  to  explain 
*'  to  his  army  the  motive  for  the  movement  he 
"  directs.  The  Commander  of  the  Forces  can, 
*•*  however,  assure  the  army  that  he  has  made 
^^  none  since  he  left  Salamanca  which  he  did 
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"  not  foresee,  and  was  not  prepared  for;  and, 
'^  as  far  as  he  is  a  judge,  they  have  answered 
"  the  puiposes*  for  which  they  were  iateiided' 

"  When  it  is  proper  to  fight  a  battle  he  will 
**  do  it ;  and  he  will  choose  the  time  and  place 
^'  he  thinks  most  fit :  in  the  mean  tiiiie  he  begd 
^^»  the  Officers  and  Soldiers  of  the  amiy  to  attend 
^diligently  to  discharge  their  parts,  and  to 
**  leave  to  him  and  to  A<e  General  Officers  the 
"  decision  of  measures  which  belong  to  them 
^^  alone. 

^^  The  army  may  rest  assured,  that  there  is 
^^  nothing  he  has  more  at  heart  than  their  ho- 
^  nour,  and  that  of  their  Country/^ 

The  latter  part  of  the  above  order  alluded  to 
a  number  of  Officers  having  been  indiscreetly 
free'  in  their  criticisms  of  the  Military  opera- 
tions. This  licence  is  characteristic  of  English- 
men :  but  in  the  present  situation  of  the  army 
it  had  a  most  mischievous  tendency.  Besides, 
as  Sir  John  Moore  kept  all  his  intelligence  ex- 
tremely secret,  it  was  impossible  for  the  Offi- 
cers to  judge  of  the  propriety  of  the  movements. 

Sir  John  Moore  endeavoured  to  remove  one 
of  the  causes  of  the  irregular  conduct  by  this 
letter  to  the  Marquis. 
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Sir  John  Moore  to  the  Marquis  of  Romctnm^ 

^'  BenavenU,  27  Dec.  1808. 
**  SIE, 

"  I  HAD  the  honour  to  receive  yester- 
^*  day,  on  my  arrival  here,  your  Excellency 'k 
"  letter  from  Mansilla,  of  the  25th.  The  Ene- 
*^  my  are  advancing;  but  I  believe  their  main 
*^  body  only  reached  Valladolid  yesterday.  The 
movement  I  made  to  Sahagun  has  answered 
every  purpose  I  had  a  right  to  expect.  A 
little  more  good  fortune  would  have  enabled 
"  me  to  cut  up  Soult's  corps ;  but  the  attention 
*^  of  the  Enemy  has  ^t  last  been  attracted  from 
^^  other  objects.  His  march  oxx  Bad^os  has 
"been  stopped,  and  the  forces  in  the  South 
^^  will  haye  time  to  be  formed,  and  to  come 
"  forward.  I  shall  continue  my  movement  on 
"  Astorga.  It  is  there,  or  behind  it,  we  should 
"  fight  a  battle^  if  at  all.  If  the  Enemy  follows 
"  so  far,  he  will  leave  himself  the  more  open 
"  to  the.  efforts  of  the  South.  My  opinion  is, 
"  that  a  battle  is  the  game  of  Buonaparte,  not 
^f  our's.  We  should,  if  followed,  take  defensive- 
^^  positions  in  the  mountains^  where  his  cavalry 
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*^  can  be  bf  no  use  to  hiiii}  and  therd  either 
engage  him  in  an  unequal  contest  with  U3, 
oblige  him  to  employ  a  considerable  corps  to 
watch  us,  or  to  retire  upon  Madrid :  in  which 
last  case  we  should  again  come  forth  into  the 
plain.  In  this  manner  we  give  time  for  the 
"  arrival  of  reinforcements  from  England, — 
^'  your  army  to  be  formed  and  equipped^— and 
"  that  of  the  South  to  come  forth.  In  short, 
*^  the  game  of  Spain  and  of  England,  which 
"  must  always  be  the  same,  is  to  procrastinate 
*^  and  to  gain  time ;  dnd  not,  if  it  ckn  be  helped, 
*^  to  place  the  whole  stake  upon  the  hazard  of 
^^  a  battle; 

"  The  people  of  this  part  of  Spain  seem  to 
'^  be  less  well-dispose4  than  those  I  have  hi- 
"  therto  met  with.  They,  perhaps^  think  that 
*^  we  mean  to  abandon  them.  It  would  have  a 
good  effect  if  you  explained  to  them,  in  a . 
proclamation^  that  this  was  by  no  means 
either  your  intention,  or  that  of  the  British 
army ;  and  call  upon  th^  Alcaides  and  CJor- 
regidors  to  remain  at  their  posts,  and  to  be 
of  all  the  use  in^  their  power  to  the  different 
^^  armies  both  Spanish  and  British.  Some  of 
*^  thep  of  late  have  run  away  from  the  towns } 
f^  which  has  been  the  unavoidaljle  cause  of  ifT«-» 
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"  gularities    having   been    committed  by  the 
^^  troops ;    for,  when  the  Magistrates  are  not 
"  present  to  give  regularly,  the  soldier  must 
"  take,  and  this  produces  a  mischievous  habit 
"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,.  &c.  - 

"  John  Moore/' 


During  the  march  to  Benavente  a  confiden- 
tial person,  whose  intelligence  had  always  been 
correct,  came  up  with  the  General  at  Fuentes. 
He  had  passed  Buonaparte  and  his  army,  who 
were  making  forced  marches  to  overtake  the 
British. 

And  it  appeared  from  several  accounts,  that 
in  contradiction  to  the  declarations  and  infor- 
mation so  repeatedly  transmitted  from  the  Cen- 
tral Junta  and  Mr.  Frere,  not  the  slightest 
movement  was  made  by  the  Spanish  armies ; 
who  permitted  the  various  divisions  of  the 
Enemy's  army  to  traverse  Spain,  in  every  di- 
rection, with  as  much  tranquillity  as  France; 
wkh  this  essential  difference,  that  the  Spa- 
niards fiirnished  them  with  every  supply  for 
nothing,  whereas  in  France*  they  must  have 
paid  for  what  they  wanted. 

Notwithstanding  this  unfevourable  intelli- 
gerice,  Sir  John  Moore  had  still  some  exj^cta- 
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tions  of  being  able  to  maintain  a  footing  in 
Spain*.  He  hoped  that  the  Spaniards,  after 
all  their  declarations  and  promises,  would  rouse 
themselves  to  make  some  effort ;  and  perhaps 
want  of  provisions  for  so  large  an  army  might 
stop  the  advance  of  the  French.  It  was  his  earn- 
est wish  to  maintain  himself  in  the  mountains 
of  Galicia  ;  and  not  to  retire  to  the  coast,  un- 
less compelled  by  great  superiority  of  numbers. 

There  are  two  roads  to  Vigo ;  but  that  by 
Orense,  though  the  shortest,  is  neith6r  practi- 
cable for  artillery,  nor  for  any  species  of  wag- 
gon ;  consequently  the  British  army  took  the 
road  by  Astorga  ;  and  orders  wpre  now  sent  to 
Sir  David  Baird,  who  was  still  at  Valentia,  to 
march  to  that  point ;  while  on  the  28th  of  De- 
cember Generals  Hope  and  Fraser  proceeded 
with-  their  divisions  to  La  Banessa. 

Next  morning,  at  day-break,  after  nearly  two 
days  rest.  Sir  John  Moore  followed  with  the 
reserve ;  and  Lord  Paget,  as  before,  was  ordered 
to  bring  up  the  rear  with  the  cavalry. 

But  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning,  before 
his  Lordship  had  moved,  some  of  the  Enemy's 
cavalry  were  observed  trying  a  ford  near  the 

*  Vide  Appeddixi  Q  Q.  p.  121. 


Digitized 


by  Google 


294 

bridge  which  had  been  blown  up ;  and  presently 
between  five  and  six  hundred  of  the  Imperial 
Guards'  of  Buonaparte  plunged  into  the  river, 
^d  crossed  over. 

Th^y  were  immediately  opposed  by  the  Brii 
tishv  piquets,  who  had  been  much  divided  to 
watch  the  different  fords  ;  but  were  quickly  as- 
sembled by  Colonel  Otway.  When  united  they 
amounted  only  to  two  hundred  and  twenty  xaen^ 
They  retired  slowly  before  such  superior  num* 
hers,  bravely  disputing  eveiy  inch  of  ground 
with  the  Enemy.  The  front  squ£tdrons  "re-? 
peatedly  ch^ged  ea^h  other ;  and  upon  the  pi- 
quets  beifig  reinforced  by  a  sm^ll  party  of  the 
3d  Dragoons,  they  charged  with  so  much  fury 
that  the  front  squadron  broke  through,  and  was 
for  ^  short  time  surrounded,  by  the  Enemy's 
rear  squadron  wheeling  up.  But  they  ^tri- 
cated  themselves,  by  charging  back  again 
through  the  JJSnemy,  They  then  quickly  ml* 
lied,  and  formed  with  the  rest  of  the  piquets. 

Lord  Pqget  soon  reached  the  field :  and  Bri-s 
gadier-general  Stuart,  at  the  head  of  the  piquets^ 
was  sharply  engaged,  the  squadrons  on  both 
sides  sometimes  intermixing.  His  Lordship, 
was  desirous  of  drawing  on  the  Enemy  ferther 
from  the  fold,  till  the  10th  Hussars,  whp  werQ 
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forimng  at  some  distance^  were  ready.  This 
regiment  soon  arrived,  and  Xiord  Paget  imme* 
diately  wheeled  it  into  line,  in  the  rear  of  the 
piquets.  The  latter  then  charged  the  Enemy^ 
supported  by  the  10th  Hussars,  But  before 
they  could  close,  the  French  wheeled  round, 
fled  to  the  ford,  and  plunged  into  the  river. 
They  were  closely  pursued,  and  left  on  th« 
field  i^fity-five  killed  and  wounded  and  seventy 
pristNi^rs;  among  whom  was  General  LeFebwe, 
the  Commander  of  the  Imperial  Guard. 

As  soon  as  the  Eneiby  reached  the  opposite 
«ide  of  the  nverj  they  formed  on  the  bank ; 
but  a  few  rounds  from  the  Horse  artillery,  who 
arrived  at  that  moment,  quickly  drove  the 
French  up  the  hill  in  the  greatest  disorder. 

The  Imperial  Guards  showed  themselvM 
much  superior  to.any  cavalry  which  the  British 
had  before  engaged.  They  fought  very  gal- 
lantly, and  killed  and  wounded  near  fifty  of 
our  Dragoons.  Major  Bagwell^  who  com- 
manded some  of  the  piquets,  was  wounded. 

It  was  learnt  from  the  prisoners  thitt  Buona« 
parte  slept  the  night  before  (on  the  28th)  at 
ViHalpando,  which  is  four  leagues  from  Bena«> 
vente.  He  had  commanded  General  Le  Febvre 
to  pass  the  Eslar  if  possible,  but  not  to  commit 
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himself;  and  it  was  expected  that  he  would 
have  been  joined  on  the  march  by  a  Polish 
regiment :  which,  however,  did  not  come  up 
in  time.  Le  Febvre  ownedvto  Sir  John  Moore, 
that  when  he  saw  nothing  but  the  cavahy 
piquets,  he  concluded  that  all  the  rest  of  the 
army  had  left  Benavente.  Tliis  induced  him 
to  cross  the  river ;  and,  when  once  over^  he 
could  not,  he  said,  without  fighting,  retreat 
with  such  a  corps  as  be  commanded,  with  men 
who  had  put  to  flight  thirty  thousand  Russians 
at  Austerlit^, 

As  the  soldier  to  whom  he  had  surrendered 
had  taken  from  him  his  sword,  the  General 
presented  him  with  a  fine  £ast-Indian  sabre. 

Towards  the  evening  the  Enemy  brought  up 
Bome  field-pieces,  and  cannonaded  the  piquets 
from  the  heights  on  tbe  opposite  side  of  the 
Tiver ;  but  without  the  least  effect. 

Lord  Paget  drew  off  the  Cavalry  at  night, 
and  followed  the  Reserve  to  La  Banessa.' 

As  the  intelligence  hitherto  received  was  not 
so  decisive  as  to  enable  Sir  John  Moore  to  de- 
termine whether  he  should  in  the  last  resource 
retire  uppn  Vigo  or  Corunna,  it  was  qf  im- 
portance that  he  should  retain  the  power  of 
choosing  that  port  which  would  best  suit  his 
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purposes.  He,  therefore,  found  it  necessary  • 
to  detach  a  light. corps  on  the  road  to  Orense, 
which  is  the  shortest  route  to  Vigo ;  foreseeing, 
that  if  he  neglected  this  precaution,  the  Enemy 
might  seize  the  road  hy  one  of  their  Kght  de- 
tachments, precede  the  columns  of  the  British 
hy  forced  marches,  and  deprive  th^m  of  the 
choice  of  Vigo^  or,  by  seizing  some  of  the 
passes  in  front,  retard  and  embarrass  the  re- 
treat exceedingly. 

Besides  these  strong  motives,  provisions  had 
become  extremely  deficient,  and  it  was  doubtful 
if  the  whole  army  could  be  tolerably  subsisted 
on  one  road. 

For  these  reasons  General  Craufurd  was  de- 
ipched,  with  three  thousand  men  lightly 
equipped,  on  the  road  to  Orense.  If  pursued, 
he  could  take  up  a  strong  position  behind  the 
river  Minho,  and  there  check  for  some  time 
the  advance  of  the  French. 

The  rest  of  the  army  proceeded  to  Astorga; 
and  Sir  David  Baird's  column,  coming  from 
Valencia,  again  united  there  wdth  Sir  John 
Moore ;  who  was  extremely  disconcerted  to  find 
that  the  town  was  preoccupied,  and  filled  with 
the  troops  of  the  Marquis  of  Romana  *. 

*  Vide  Appendix,  S  S.  p.  127. 
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This  General  did  not  destroy  the  bridge  of 
Mansilla,  as  had  been  requested.  The  guard 
he  left  there  was  charged  by  a  party  of  Soult!s 
cavalry ;  and  the  Spaniards  fied^  or  surrendered 
themselves  prisoners. 

The  Duke  of  Dalmatia  then  advanced  on  this 
road  to  Leon  ;  which  City^  instead  of  making 
the  obstinate  defence  that  was  expected,  opened 
its  gates  at  once  to  the  Enemy,  And  famished 
them  vnth  as  many  rations  as  they  required. 

Thus  was  Sir  John  Moore  perpetually  disap*- 
pointed  in '  eviery  assistance  that  was  expected 
from  the  Spaniards.  He  had  repeatedly  re- 
quested the  Marquis  of  Romana  to  leave  the 
roads  to  Galicia  clear  for  the  British ;  and 
wished  the  Marquis  to  fall  back  upcm  the  As* 
turias;  becit.use,  when  the  Enemy  proceeded 
towards  Galicia,  this  Spanish  army  might  have 
interrupted  the  French  cpnvoys,  or  compelled 
them  to  employ  large  detachments  for  th^ 
protection*  In  the  Asturias  they  could  cer- 
tainly be  eminently  useful,  and  quite  safe.  But 
all  remonstrances  were  in  vuin ;  the  Marquis 
entertained  a  different  opinion,  and  resolved  to 
push  across  taOrense,  in  front  of  the  British. 
iThus  the  Spanish  army,  instead  of  being  ol- 
the  slight^t  utility  to  the  English,  by  cou«^ 
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sumifig  the  proviaion^^  and  filling  the  roadf 
with  their  mules  and  carts^  were  a  most  serious 
impediment/ 

The  appearance  of  this  army  was  extremely 
melancholy:  it  was  ill  armed,  wretchedly 
clpthed,  and  very' sickly.  But  no  reproach 
plight  to  he  thrown  upon  these  troops  for  the 
little  resistance  they  made :  their  native  con* 
rage  is  undoubted ;  and  they  endured  the  most 
cruel  privations  with  the  utmost  patience.  But 
their  deplorahle,  almost  famished  condition, 
and  the  total  want  of  officers,  would  have  dis- 
heartened, the  bravest  people. 

Astorga  was  one  of  the  depdts  w^hich  had 
been  formed  for  warlike  stores,  with  the  view 
of  offensive  operations  in  coi^unction  with  the 
Spanish  armies ;  which  gave  an  opportunity  of 
supplying  the  Marquis's  troops  with  muskets, 
and  as  much  ammunition  as  they  could  carry 
off.     The  rest  was  necessarily  destroyed. 

The  corps  ilnder  Sir  David  Baird  had  brought 
their  camp  equipage  from  Corunna  to  Astorga, 
and' had  deposited  it  there.  But  this  was  no 
cpuntiy  for  such  conveniences :  there  were  no 
means  of  removing  it,  and  the  whole  was  or- 
dered to  be  consumed.  Many  officers  had 
|>rought  along  with  them  a  considerable  quan- 
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(ity  of  baggage^  and  the  overloaded  mules  fell 
behind.  But  the  General  would  not  ^ufler  a 
soldier  to  be  detained  by  the  baggage ;  and  gave 
strict  orders,  that  every  horse  or  niiule  that 
could  not  keep  up  with  the  columns  should  be 
abandoned. 

Bdirig  most  anxious  for  the  good  conduct  of 
the  Troops,  he  issued  the  following  encouraging 
order : 


J  ^'  General  Ordees. 

^^  Head  Quarters^  Jsiorga,  2fOthDec.  1808. 

^*  The  present  is  a  moment  when  the 
^'  KvvOiy  is  necessarily  called  upon  to  make 
*'  great  eflPorts,  and  to  submit  to  privations,  the 
**  bearing  cheerfully  with  which  is  a  quality  not 
"  less  estimable  than  valour. 

The  good-will  of  the  inhabitants  will  be 

particularly  useful  to  the  Army,  and  can  only 
^'  be  obtained  by  good  conduct  on  the  part  of 
"  the  Troops. 

^^  The  Commander  of  the  Forces  cannot  im- 
^^  press  too  strongly  on  the  whole  Army  the 
"  necessity  of  this;  and'he  trusts  that  the  Gene- 
•^  rals  and  the  Commanding  Officers  will  adopt 


Digitized 


by  Google 


.301 

**  such  measures,  .both  on  the  march  and  In  the 
^^  cantonmec^ts,  as  will' ensure  it. 

"It  is  y6ry  probable  that  the  Army  will 
"  shortly  have  to  meet  the  Enemy ;  and  the 
*^  Commander  of  the  Forces  has  no  doubt  thq,t 
"  they  will  eagerly  imitate  the  worthj  example 
^*  which  has  been  set  them  by  the  Cavalry,-  on 
/'  several  recent  occasions,  and.  particularly  in 
^^the  affair  of  yesterday ;  in  which.  Brigadii^n- 
".  General  Stuart,  w4th  an  inferior  forqe, 
"  qharged  and  overthrew  one  of  the  best  corps . 
^'  of  Cavalry  in  the  French  Army, 

"  Th^  Generals  will  immediately  inspect  the 
^^  baggage  of  the  brigades  and  divisions.    They 

are -held  resppnsihfe  that  it  does  not  exceed. 

the  proportion  fixed  by  the  General  Orders." 


It  is  known  that  Buonaparte  had  fully  ex- 
pected to  have  reached  Benavente  as  soon  as, 
or  before,  the  British;  and  the  Duke  of  Dal- 
matia  hoped,  that  they  would  be  so  much 're- 
tarded by  Buonaparte's  attacks,  that  he  niight, 
by  forced  marches  through  Leon,  precede  them 
at  Astorga.  The  little  resistance  made  by  the 
Spaniards  at  Mansilla,  and  the  immediate  sub- 
tiadssian  of  Leon,  facilitated  this  plan..  Had 
either  been  iu  time,  the  British  would  have^ 
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been  siirrounded.  But  Buonaparte  was  antici- 
pated in  both  his  projects ;  and,  while  a  part 
of  his  cavalry  was  repulsed  by  Lord  Paget,  the 
van  of  the  British  Army,  under  General  Fraser, 
entered  and  secured  Astorga. 

The  advanced  guard,  and  the  main  body  of 
the  British  Army,  on  the  30th  of  December, 
moved  on  to  Villa  Franca;  and  Sir  John 
Moore,  with  General  Paget  and  the  reserve, 
followed  on  the  31st.  They  marched  to  Cam- 
beros  that  evening ;  and  the  cavalry  followed 
at  night  The  piquets  on  the  road  from  La 
Beneza,  who  were  posted  to  watch  Buona- 
parte's cavalry,  and  those  at  the  bridge  at 
Orbigo  to  attend  to  Soult's,  retired  aff  the 
Enemy  advanced.  The  cavalry  reached  Cam- 
beros  at  midnight ;  when  immediately  the  re- 
sisrve  proceeded,  and  arrived  next  morning 
(Jan.  1)  at  Bembibre,  precisely  as  the  pre- 
ceding divisions  were  marching  off  to  Villa 
Franca. 

The  scene  of  drunkenness  that  presented  it- 
self here  was  disgusting.  The  stragglers  from 
the  preceding  divisions  so  crowded  the  houses, 
that  there  was  hardly  accoufimodation  for  the 
reserve:  while  groups  of  i:he  half-naked  and 
unfortunate  peasants  belonging  to  the  Marquis 
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of  Romana  ^completed  the  confusion^  The 
Marquis  was  moving  towards  Orense ;  but  his 
troops  were  dispersed  in  all  directions^  filling 
the  neighbouring  towns. 

The  French  were  following  so  close^  that 
their  patroles,  during  the  night,  fell  iu  with 
the  cavalry  piquets.  ^ 

When  Buonaparte  reached  Astorga  he  was 
joined  by  the  Duke  of  Dalmatia.  The  whole 
Army  that  was  assembled  there  amounted  to 
near  70,€00  men,  independently  of  othw  corps, 
which  were  countermanded  frbnj  their  former 
destination,  though  not  yet  come  up.  It  is  na- 
tural to  imagine  that  a  man  so  accustomed  to 
succeed  in  all  his  plans  must  have  been  bitterly 
disappointed  to  find, that,  notwithstanding  his 
exertions,,  the  British  were  beyond  his  reach* 
He  here  revievired  this  immense  force ;  and  per- 
ceiving, by  the  masterly  arrangements  of  his 
'Enemy,  that  it  was  no  longer  possible  to  inter- 
cept him,  he  halted  to  watch  the  event.  Three 
.  Marshals  of  France,  with  as  many  divisions, 
w^ere  commanded  to  follow  the  British  closely, 
and  -to  destroy  them,  either  before  br  during 
their  embarkation.  And  some  other  corps  fol- 
lowed those  divisions,  to  support  them. 

Although  the  Enemy  had  hitherto  been  com- 
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pletcly  frustrated,  yet  a  multitude  of  severe 
distresses  were  now  accumulatiDg  up6a  the 
British,  which  the  prudence  of  their  Leader 
could  not  avert.  Deluges  of  Cold  raih  fell, 
chilling  and  drenching  the  soldiers,  who  were 
wading  in  bad  roads  deep  with  mad.  It  was 
often  difficult  to  procure  shelter  when  they 
halted ;  or  fuel  to  dry  their  clothes,  or  to  dress 
their  food.  The  provisions  were  often  fccaqty, 
and  irregularly , procured ;  for  the  baggage^  ma^ 
gazines,  and  stores,  w^re  transported  on  csurts^ 
drawn  chiefly  by  Spanish  mules  and  bullpek^ ; 
but  the  drivers,  terrified  by  the  approach  and 
attacks  of  the  French  cistvalry,  often  lan  away 
in  the,hight-time,  leaving  their  waggons ;  per- 
suaded, that  if  they  fell  into  the  Imnds  of  the 
French  they  should  be  massacred.  The  bul- 
locks and  mules,  unfortunately,  could  net  be 
made  to  move,  except  by  the  native  drivers. 
Thus  provisions  and  stores  were  frequently 
obliged.to  be  destroyed,  to  prevent  their  falling 
into  the  possession  of  the  Enemy;  and  the 
weak,  the  sick,  and  the  wounded,  were  neces- 
sarily left  behind. 

^'  Truth  makes  it  necTes^ry  to  m0ntion,  that 
the  inhabitants  of  Spain  gave  little  aid  to  th^ 
persevering    Allies,    who   were  eQtcoimtering 
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cveiy  evil  fot  them,  and  made  no  attempt  io 
annoy,  or  to  retard  the  Enemy.  Had  the 
araied  Spaniards  4iarassed  the  flanks  and 
Ttor  of  the  iPrench  Army,  they  might,  with 
Uttfe  danger  to  themselves,  have  retarded  their 
advance,  and  diminished  their  numbers ;  instead 
©f  which,  they  never  fired  a  musket  at  a 
Fi^nchman ;  and  often  fled  from  their  houses 
kt  the  ap^MToach  of  the  English  ;  barring  their 
doors,  and  carrying  off  mules,  carts,  oxen,  fo- 
rage, and  provisions;  in  short,  whatever 
oould  lessen  the  disiresses,  or  contribute  to  the 
ieomfort  of  thoir  friends.  This  conduct  on  the 
part  <)f  the  Spaniards  excited  much  animosity  in 
th^  bi^easts  of  the  English^  and  was  the  cau^e 
of  many  disorders.  But  I  have  no  doubt  that 
the  paj^svve  conduct  of  the  peasantry  was  owing 
to  th^ir  rul^-rs  never  organising  them,  nor  lead* 
iiig  them  forward.  Sir  Johii  Moore  alwayaen- 
tertained  this  opinion.  In  his  Journal  and  let- 
ters he  praises  the  people,  smd  deprecates  the 
apathy  and  weakness  of  their  Chiefs;  for  he 
was  not  aware  that  theiie  were  traitors  among 
them,  who  paralysed  the  Nation. 

It  has  been  mentioned,  that,  on  the  1st  of 
Jahuary,  the  General  found  the  little  town  of 
Bembibre  filled  with  stragglers  of  the  preceding 
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divisions.  And  when  he  marched  with  the  re- 
serve and  the  cavalry  to  *Villafranca  on  the 
morning  of  the  2nd,  he  left  Colonel  Ross  with 
the  20th  regiment,  ^nd  a  small  detachtuent  of 
cavalry,  to  cover  the  town,  while  parties  were 
sent  to  warn  the  stragglers,  amounting  to  near 
a  thousand  men,  pf  their  danger,  and  to  drive 
them,  if  possible,  out  of  the  houses.  Some 
few  were  prevailed  upon  to  move  on;  but  neither 
threats,  nor  the  approach  of  the  Enemy,  could 
induce  the  greater  numher  to  quit  the  houses* 
At  length  the  rear-guard  was  compelled  to 
march  and  leave  these  senseless  people  to  their 
&te  :  yet  a  small  detachment  of  cavalry  covered 
the  whole,  and  only  quitted  the  town  on  the 
approach  of  the  Enemy:  then,  from  the  im- 
mediate danger,  the  road  was  filled,  with 
Spanish  and  British  stragglers  (armed  and  un« 
armed),  mules,  carts,  women  and  ehildreii,  all 
mingled  in  strange  confusion. 

Four  or  five  squadrons  of  Fijench  Cavalry 
were  seen  moving  from  Bembibre,  their  ad- 
vanced-guard firipg  at  a  patrole  of  the  15th 
Hussars.  On  their  approach  the  detachment 
in  the  rear  was  compelled  to  retire,  and  was 
dosely  pursued    for    several   miles.    As  the 


Digitized 


b^  Google 


307 

French  dragoons  galloped  through  the  long  line 
of  stragglers,  they  slashed  them  with  their 
swords  mercilessly  to  the  right  and  left :  and 
these  men  were  so  insensible  from  liquor,  as 
neither  to  make  resistance  nor  get  out  of  the 
road.  The  pursuit  continued  till  checked  by 
General  Paget  with  the  reserve,  who  repulsed 
them.  • 

The  reserve  halted  at  Cacabelos,  and  the 
greatest  part  of  the  cavalry  at  Villafranca.  On 
arriving  at  this  town  the  General  heard  with 
vexation,  that  great  irregularities  had  also 
been  committed  there  by  the  preceding  divi-  . 
sions.  The  Commissaries  reported  that  the 
Magazines  had  been  plundered,  stores  of  wine 
had  been  broke  open,  and  a  great  quantity  of 
forage  aind  provisions  spoiled.  One  man  who 
was  detected  in  committing  these- atrocities  was 
made  an  example  of,  in  the  hope  of  preventing 
such  crimes  in  fixture:  arid,  to  convince  the 
soldiers  of  the  miserable  consequences  of  their 
drunkenness,  and  pf  quitting  their  corps,  some 
of  those  stragglers  who  had  been  shockingly 
maingled  by  the  cavalry,  were  shewn  through 
the  ranks.  Thus  every  measure  was  adopted 
that  prudence  could  devise,  to  p^t  a  stop  to  this 
b%d  conduct* 

X  2 


Digitized 


by  Google 


308. 

« 

'  On  the  3rd  of  January  four  or  five  fhousand 
French  cavalry  were  seen  (at  one  o'clock  m 
the  forenoon}  advancing  cautiously  within  a 
league  of  C&cahelos.  The  95th  and  a  detadi- 
menf  of  British  cavalry  occupied  a  hill  ahout 
half  a  league  in  front  of  the  town,  through 
which  a^  shallow  river  ran,  and  part  of  the  re- 
serve was  posted  on  the  opposite  bank. 

Sir  John  Moore  commanded  the  95di  to  re- 
tire through  the  town  and  over  a  bridge.  But 
while  the  two  rear  companies  were  passing 
along  a  narrow  street,  the  cavalry  piquet  re- 
treated precipitately  through  them,  and  the 
Enemy's  cavalry  pursued  so  closely  that  some 
few  soldiers  of  the  95th  were  made  prisoners. 
The  Enemy's  dismounted  chasseimrimmediately 
advanced  rapidly^  crossed  the  river  in  great 
force,  and  attacked  the  95th,  the  cavalry 
joining  in  the  onset. 

.  The  95th  w^^  directed  to  retreat  up  some 
hiUfi among  vineyards;  which  they  did  qlowly 
in  a  very  gaUant  manner,  galling  the  Enemy 
with  a  weil-aimcd  fire  from  their  riifes. 

The  French  cavalry  charged  up  the  road,  but 
V^ere  driven  bade  with  considerable  slaughter 
by  the  95th.     General  Colbert^   who  com^ 
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among  the  sMh. 

•  A  large  column  of  the  Enemy  was^ncxt  db- 
siived  descending  the  hill  on  the  opjposite  ^de 
of  the  river.  Immediately  the  artillery  at-^ 
tsbched  to  the  WJBerve  opened  "upon  this  column 
±  Mvere  fire,  which  stopped  their  movement.* 
In  Ais  attack  the  Enemy  suffered  much.  Sir 
«U)tea  Moore  to^^ard«  the  evening  withdrew  the 
jfesWVe  to  Villafranca ;  and  being  aware  that 
Ae  greater  part  of  the  Enemy's  army  were  very 
near,  he  resolved  to  make  a  ni^t  march  to 
Herrerias. 

The  country  now  being  inclosed  and  moun- 
tainous, the  cavalry  were  sent  on  before  to 
Lugo;  the  reserve  did  not  quit  Villafranca  till 
isen  o'clock  at  night,  and  arrived  at  Herreriafi 
at  midnight. 

The  General  here  received  a  favourable  de- 
scription of  the  ground  in  front  of  Lugo;  andi 
as  he  perceived  that  the  Enemy  were  pressing 
hard  upon  him,  he  conceived  that  it  would  be 
more  advantageous  to  fight  them  there,  than 
to  suflfer.  his  troops  to  be  continually  harassed 
on  the  march. 

He  therefore  came  to  the  determination  to 
offer  battle  at  Lugo ;   and  wrote  dispatches  to 
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Slir  David,  who  was  far  in  front^  to  bait  there. 
He  inclosed  in  the  packet  letters  to  be  for- 
warded, with  similar  orders,  to  (Generals  Hope 
and  Fiaser,  who  commanded  the  advanced  di«* 
visions. 

This  dispatch  being  of  the  utmost  importance, 
3ir  John  Moore  sent  it  by  his  Aid*de-Camp 
^Captain  Napier),  accompanied  by  an  orderly 
dragoon.  Capt  Napier  reached  Npgales,  aad 
delivered  it  with:the  inclosures  to  Sir  David 
Baird,  who  forwarded  them  to  the  respective 
officers.  The  orderly  dragoon  who  was  en* 
trusted  with  these  last  letters  got  dnmk  on  the 
road,  and  lost  them. 

By  this  unlucky  accident  General  Fraser, 
^h  his  division,  proceeded  a  fuU  day's  journey 
towards  Vigo,  the  original  destination,  and 
was,  countermarched  next  day.  The  weather 
was  dreadful.;  so  that  this  division,  instead  of 
comfortably  resting  these  two  days  at  Lugo, 
as  was  intended,  were  excessively  harassed, 
and  lost  many  men  from  £sitigue. 

Accounts  were  this  day  (January  4th)  re- 
ceived from  Engineers,  and  others,  respecting 
Vigo  and  Corunna.  The  report  respecting  the 
peninsula  of  Betanzos  was  the  most  favourable; 
i^nd  as  Vigo*  4  was  three    long  marches  more 
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distant^  Sir  John  Moore  .detamiined  to  reOel^ 
towards  Corunna/  in  preference  to  Vigo.  H^ 
sent  o£F  immediately  two  expr^sses^  by  difFeres^ 
routes,  to  Rear- Admiral  Sir  Samuel  Hw>d,  to 
request  he  would  send  round  the  transports  to 
Gorunna.  To  this  place  letters  were  likewise 
sent,  that  provisions  might  be  forwftrded^ 
and  preparations  made  for  the  reception  of  the 
troops. 

.While  the  reserve  were  marching  towards 
Nogales,  they  found. between  thirty  and  forty 
waggtms  with  stores  for  the  Marquis  of  Ror 
mana's  army. ,  These  waggons  were  filled  with 
arms,  ammunition,  shoes,  and  dotlung  from 
Bngland:  for,  by  the  arrangement  that  the 
Spaniards  observed,  th^ir  army  was  left  desti- 
tute of  every  necessary,  and  abundant  supplies 
were  new  moving  on  the  road — precisely  at 
the  time  the  French  were  advancing.  No 
stronger  presumptive  proof  could  be  brought 
of  treason  having  deeply  pervaded  the  Spanii»h 
councils. 

There  were  no  means  of  carrying  back  these 
stores:  some  of  the  shoes,  and  such  things  as 
could  be  made  use  of,  were  distributed  to 
the  troops  as  they  passed,  and  the  rest  were 
destroyed. 
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J*  Ofi;  a  h31  abd^  Nogaleii  th^e  Were  sdme 
artillery  wagons  belonging  to  the  SpimiardB 
which  hsA  been  abandoned ;  and  two  soldiexB 
and  aKvoman^  who  had  drunk  to  excess^  were 
l^ing  dead  in  the  snow.  This  was  a  sheckici^ 
Mene.  The  reserve  i^adhued  Nogales  in  the  af*- 
temoon,  and  here  Sir  John  learnt  the  provoking 
tl)es  of  hia  di^pateh^  and  the  march  of  Gaieial 
Fraser  s  division  on  the  Vigo  road. 

On  the  morning  of  the  5th  of  January  the 
reserve  left  Nogsllfes ;  the  Enemy  entering  the 
town  «oon  after  the  rear  quitted  it.  There  wa» 
a  bridge  here  J  ^vhich  for  want  of  a  sufficiency  of 
pipoper  tools  was  not  completely  destroyed  ;  but 
this  Was  of  little  importance,  as  the  river  was 
foidable.  Th^rc  were  some  Officers  who  cri- 
ticised, occasionally,  the  c^rations  that  were 
adopted,  in  a  manner  injurious  to  the  service  ; 
aiid  this  subject  of  blowing  up  bridges  was  one 
df  those  upon  which  they  chiefly  dwelt.  Ge- 
neral Paget  at  length  mentioned  this  to  Sir 
John  Moore,  and  pressed  him  to  destroy  more 
bridged. 

Sir  Jolm,  in  answer,  requested  him  to  look 
anound  and  examine  with  him  more  pariacularly 
the  nature  of  the  rivers  ovtM*  which  these  bridges 
were*  thrown.     He^  pointed  out  to  him^  that 
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•bodk  iafatktry  bxxA  caWry  <x>Hld  i^iialiy  pMB  n 
little  above,  or  belov^^  the  bridge  j  aad  tkat  thf 
obptruetion  to  altiUeiy  wou^d  be  quickly  mpjaited 
by  aa  army  c^^^tituted  like  the  Ffenqh.  Thai 
it  must  likewiae  be  jretoUected,  that  the  destrilc* 
tion  of  thes6  etroog  bridges  could  not  be  eood 
effected ;  aod  thu^t  the  troops  uuist  halt  duria|^ 
that  tii&e  So  that,  when  this  loss  ^a$  dedmt^d^ 
it  \¥ould  bfe  found  that  th^  advantage  wftermaoh 
less  cop[isiderable  than  was  iosiagiiEied*  Whta^ 
ever  ofiiy  import^nt^advaiiitage  cotild  ariie.  from 
blowing  Up  a  bridge,  he  thought  it  certainlj 
should  be  darjke :  but  he  ivm,  p^rsiwided  iha^ 
General  Paget  would  agr^e  with  him,  th»t 
Wtea  the  advantage  was  less^  it  wds  a  ^mel 
measure  to  do  such  lasting  mi$<^ief  to  th^se  al« 
lies  we  came  to  ben^t^  as  to  rain,  for  a  Imigtb 
of  time,  the  communicatious  of  their  country* 

This  was  the  defence  that  Sir  Jahn  Moore 
made,  for  what  some  have  thought  a  neglect; 
but  whidi  increased  Gi^tieral  Paget  s  esteem  fof 
his  friend  and  commander. 

The  Rifle  Corps,  which  always  marched  wiih 
the  reserve,  covered  the  rear;  and,  the  Enemy 
b^ng  close  at  hand,  it  was  engag^  nearly  the 
whole  of  this  day.  In  sudi  circuntistaisQeB  it 
was  impossible  to  suff^  any  thing  to  retard  tlw 
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march  of  the  column ;  whatever  could  not  keep 
up  was  therefore  destroyed.  . 

There  were  even  two  carts  with  dollars  to  the 
amount  of  five  and  twenty  thousand  poands, 
which  fell  behind,  l^s  money  had  been 
brought  forward  from  Coruana  with  Sir  David 
Baird's  corps,  and  was  under  the  charge  of  Mr. 
Courtney  belonging  to  the  Paymaster-general's 
department.  The  means  provided  for  its  con- 
veyanee  were,  insufficient ;  for  the  carts  werfe 
drawn  by  tardy  bidlocks,  which  were  quite  ex« 
faausted  by  fatigue,  and  could  nt>t  be  gat  on; 
After  every  effort  had  been  made  in  vain,  th^ 
casks  were  at  length  roHed  down  a  precipice  on 
the  side  of  the  road,  and  the  advanced-guard  of 
the  French  passed  the  place  in  five  minutes  af-* 
tervvards.  It  was  afterwards  learnt  by  some 
prisoners,  that  this  mpney  was  found  by  the 
Spanish  peasants. 

There  is.  a  hill  above  G)nstantino,  and  the 
General  feared  that  in  descending,  the  column 
would  be  severely  annoyed.  To  protect  it  he 
halted  tjie  Rifle  Coips  and  Horse  Artillery  at 
the  top  of  the  hill ;  and  as  the  road  was  wind- 
ing i^d  exposed,  their  position  was  good.  In 
the  mean  time  the  remainder  of  the  reserve  re- 
tired over  the  hill»  The  Enemy  perceivijig  that 
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if  they  advanced  they  would  be  saluted  with  the 
guns^  halted  theu*  columh  for  more  than  half 
an  hour  behind  another  hill;  and^^  as  soon  as 
the  rear  of  the  reserve  had  nearly  reached  the 
bridge  of  Constantino^  and  were  in  safety,  the  '^ 
Artillery  and  Rifle  Corps  suddenly  retired  also, 
and  the  whole  passed  over  without  loss. 

Upon  this  occasion  the  Enemy  acted  wjth 
excess  of  caution,  but  afterwards  poured  down 
the  hill.  General  Paget  was  then  ordered  to 
d^end  the  bridge  and  the  bianks  of  the  river, 
with  the  28th  and  95th;  while  Sir  John  Moore 
drew  up  the  52nd,  20th,  ;and  91st  re^mehts 
on  a  strong  position  on  the  top  of  a  hill  near  the 
river:  the  Horse-artillery  were  likewise  well 
posted.  This  position  was  hardly  taken  When 
the  attack  commenced.  The  Enemy's  cavalry 
and  dismounted  chasseurs  attempted  to  pass  the 
bridge,  but  the  well-directed  fire  of  the  artillery 
and  of  the  rear-guard  drove,  them  quickly  back*. 
Hiey  repeatedly  advanced,  for  the  skirmishing 
continued  till  night,  the  Enemy^s  numbers  al- 
ways augmenting;  but  General  Paget  main- 
tained the  bridge,  and  preserved  his  position. 

At  eleven  at  night  General  Paget  received 
orders  to-  retire  to  Lugo,  while  the  remainder  of 
the  reserve  were  under  arms  to  prqtect  him. 
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The  reserve  were  much  fatigued  by  their  exer** 
tions,  and  were  quartered  near  Lugo.  .  The 
following  Order  was  issued  next  day. 


*^  General  Orders. 

*^  Head  2iuirter$y  LugCy  6th  Januan/j  1809. 

<^  GmfMAAijB  and  C^miftiDdijQgOffi^ 
f^  cei8  of  Corps  must  be  a^  aen^ble.ad  theiuom-' 
^^  mander  of  ilie  Forces,  of  tiae  cpmpkte  db* 
^^  OTganization  of  the  ajtny. 

^'  The  advanced-guard  of  the  Frendi »  al- 
^*  ready  close  to  ua,  and  it  is  to  he  presumed 
^^  that  the  main  body  is  not  £ax  dbtant;  an 
^*  action  may,  therefore,  be  howdy  expected. 
^*  If  the  Generals  and  Commandiiig  0£^cerA  of 
^*  Regiments  (feeling  for  the  honour  of  their 
'*  country  and  of  the  British  arms)  wifth  to 
^'  give  the  army  a  fair  chance  of  succws,  they 
^'  will  exert  themselves  to  restore  order  and 
^^  discipline  in  the  regiments,  brigades,  and 
*^  divisions  which  they  command. 

"^  The  Commander  of  the  Forces  is  tired.of 
"  giving  Orders,  which  are  never  attended  to: 
^^  he  therefore  appeals  to  the  honour  and  fed- 
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<(  ings  of  .theArmyhecommaiids;  andifthfxie 
^^  are  not  sufiicient  to  induce  them  to  do  their 
^^  duty^  he  must  despair  of  sucottiiuig  by  any 
^^  other  ineans..  :  He  was  forced  to  <»der  one 
^^  8oldi«  to  be^^ot  at  Vilkfrahca^  and  he  wiU 
^^  order  all  others  to  be  executed  wko  are  guilty 
^^  of  aioular  ^normitijeis :;  but  he  considers  that 
^f  dbere  would  be  no  occ^tsion  to  proceed  to  such 
f  ^  ecstiemitie^  if  the  Ofiieers  did  their  duty ;  af 
.^^  it  is  chiefly  from  their  negligeooe^  and  jfrow 
^  the  want  of  proper  regulations  in  the  r^r 
,^^  nients, .  that  crimes  and  irregularities  are 
^f  comihkted^  m  quarters  and  upon  t^  niarch.^' 

^  The  remarks  in,  this  Order  ore  extremely 
seY^*e :  but  this  was  not  a  moment  to  employ 
flattery.  It  was  undoubtedly  right  to  adopt 
whatever  measure  would  succeed  best  to  restore 
order ;  and  it  was  expected  that  the  appeal  to 
th^  honour  of  the  Officers  w^sf  most  likely  to 
stimulate  them  to  make  every  elcertion.  N^r 
was.  the'  Commander  disappointed, 
-,  On  examining  the. ground  juear  Lugo^  a.  pq^ 
sition  was  found  on  i^hich  he  would  have  b^en 
baj^y  tp  hi^ve  engaged.  TThe  Enemy  appeared 
a1x>ut  mid-day,  but  nothing  nerious  occur]('ed. 
.  Next  morning  (January  7.tb)  the  French 
|>lanted  four  pieces  of  artillery  on  •  the  front  of 
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the  British,  aadcommeiioed  a  catmonade.  .  Th6 
fire  was  returned  by  the  Britidi   ArtiUcry, 
which  disBMRmted  one  €if  the  £nemy's  gms. 
Tbwaitb  the  erraning  some  Franeh^r^^itDeats 
attacked  the^right  of  the  Bikish  Ime,  and  were 
Imposed    ddefly  by  the  Chiaids ;    when  Sir 
John*  Moore  observed  the  B^my  advancing 
five  pieces  of  oannon,  and  moving  in  g*eat 
force  toxmrds  his  Idt.    He    then   ooacerved 
that  the  principal  attad^  would  be  nade  on 
<hat  quarter;  so^  aSbpr  giving  the  praperor- 
ders,  he  galloped  to  the  left/  where  d^neral 
Leith^s  biigade  was  posted     it  consisted  of 
the   Slsty  59th5  and   7^^  regiments:    their 
li^ht  infantry  companies  were  advanced^  and 
Vere  skiitnishing  with  the  Bnemy's  piquets. 
^    Sir  John  was  now  in  front  of  the  51st  Re- 
giment,  in  which  he  had  eady  in  life  earned 
the  colours.     He  saw  the  Kght  tixK>ps  retsriug 
before  a  strong  column  of  the  Enemy,  at  the 
head  of  whi6h  was  tfieir  mueh*esteemed  2d 
light  infantry  battaliody  who  were  advancing 
in  a  daring  manner.     He  rode  up  to  rally  the 
Kght  treep;  and-  the  sight  and  voice  of  thdr 
Oeneral  so  animated  them,  that  ^y  rushed 
forwai^  with  charged  bayonets,  and  drove  ^ 
Enemy's  column  down  the   hill  with  consi* 
derable  slaughter 
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T4m$  Swnduet  of  Bng9^^m»jf»  JLobfsrtii, 
who  v^n^ly  piiakedl  ionvrad  to  niiiiglb  in 
^ts  ahwfp  «0iifli6t^  was  «6mpicuqrtiA^  He 
U3l^  9.  Fmiw^b  (Officer  .whom  he  ^e^  * 

^t  afaiMWt  in  tbe  sane  moment  had  Jiin 
3%b^  haiid  tliattexed  widi  tw«  hoXh^  Be* 
fore  0Qe  <if  i^hc^  Fjr^^idimen  wba  .ivounded 
Mfl^Ql^  iU^beit$f  could  woover  bis  madcetjr  h<r 
was  transfixi^  by  the  bayonet  of  a  soldier  of 
4he  76kh  namidi  Canner.  This  iirtrepid  man 
bayooefcted  tw<%  other  Freodbmen^  and  was 
iwviKdiBd  by  promoti^o,' 

ISkt  General,  having  wknesaed  this  gallant 
attack,  bestowed  deserved  praises  upon  the 
troops  who  were  engaged. 

"Hie  ]^nemy  after  this  repi]dse  retymed  no 
more ;  and  Sir  John  thence  conjectured  that 
Maifshal  Soult  s  design  had  been  to  reconr 
ppitre  his,  position,  previously  to  an  attack, 
which  he  expected  to  be  made  next  mornings 

To  i^epare  apd  animate  the  army^  he  threw 
out  thb  Order : 

"  Genbbax^  Orbirs. 

-  "  Near  Lugo,  Ith  Jmmary,  1  SOf . 

^'  The  Army  mu&t  see  that  the  mo>» 
^^  ment  is  now- come,  when,  after  the  hardships 
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<^  snci  Ifttigaing  nttclim  they  h«re  uftd^g^^te^ 
^*  iiieywillhavethec^|Knibmitydf^W 
^^  Enemy  to  actimi.  -  The  Comrnander  t>f  th*  . 
^^  Forces  has  the  moert  perfebt  tiMfideikre^in 
^^  their  valour,  xad  tiwk  it  id  only  necwArf  ^*o 
^^  'bring  thera  to  dose  contact  #fth'  «he  Bciemy 
'^^  in  order  to  defeat  them ;  and  a  dtefsat,  ff  k  he 
-<^  complete^  as  he  trusts  it  wiH  bei<>^vifi^  id  a 
^^  great  meaaure,  add  their  lahbon.  ' 
.  ^^  The    Gfenenal  has  no    other  caution  to 
*^  give  them,  than  not  to  throw  awaiy  their  Sm 
at  the  Enemy's  skiraiidhers,  me»lyb6iMtt«e 
they  fire  at  th^n ;  but  to  reserve  iti^^itiiey 
jcaa  give  it  mAi  effect"  ''  ^  "^ 


The  General  had  received  certain  intelli- 
gence €iat  three  divisions  of  the  Frehch  iaftny 
were  hdw  in  his  front;  which,  though; a' force 
considerably  superior  to  his  own,  he  wished  t6 
engage.  He  knew  he  coHild  not  get  rid  'of 
thfem,  and  he  conceived  it  more  advantageous 
to  fight  in  his  present  position,  than  either  at 
Betanzos  or  in  the  act  of  embarking. 

The  artillery,  under  the  excellent  direction 
of  G^lonel  Harding,  was  drawn  into  the  field 
with   great  labour,    and  judiciously  planted* 
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The-  preparations,  for  t^e  reception  of  ihe 
^emy  continued  tilLnight. 

It  is  pfc^er  now  to  recal  to  the  reader's  re- 
jOpUection,-  th.e  p<ositive  insurance  given  by  the 
Central  J,un^'to  Sir,  John  Mpore,  on  the  StH 
of  Decexnjbef/  tlwt  i^  a  inoiith  44,000  Spanish 
soldiers  shoulii  be  uni^d  to  hi»  army.  Ajid^  to 
jstamp  tbi^  ^pg^i^^ment  witk  complete  validity^ 
ih^y  deputed  a.  Member :^fth^  Junta  to  con« 

-  i>f^^^.''^?®^**^^^  determined  that  every  thing 
sWwfii,  b?  dpne  to  give  full  authority  to  this 
mission,  aod  to  eonvince  the  General  that  im-> 
plicit  reliance  ought  to  be  placed  on  the  Spanish 
Declaration,  deputed  also  Chailes  Stuart,  Esq. 
'the  diplomatic  agent^  to  introduce  the  Spanish 
Deputy^  and  to  present  Mr.  Frere's  letter  froin 
Ti^uxillo.  I^  appears  from  that  letter  that  Mr« 
Frere  stifled  his  feelings  to  avoid  ^ving  offence 
40  'Sir  John  Moore,  but  thought  proper  to 
Wntipn  to  him,  that,  if  he  persisted  in  his 
own  iueasures,  he  would  bring  indelible  disr 
]grace  upon  his  Couijtry,  and  do  the  utmost 
possible  mischief  to  the  cause  of.  Spain,  exclu- 
sive of  attacking  the  Spanish  army. 

*  Vide  page  222 -to  229. 
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It  was'hai%  pds^ble  to  flotftrt  ^e  fS&l^ 
inent  of  an  epgagelthent  votuhtarily  MntftuitlenS 
by  tli^  Spanish  Govertfment,  coitfimied  %j  iJie 
l^ntish  Miimter,  ah3  pries^tited  tdth  so  trittiih 
solemnity.  'But  the  liibtith  was  tibtir  «xplir«d, 
and  not  alSpanlsh  sol^i^  \;^^s  '<!o  he  seen.  The 
iSiritisli  army  had  been  fofloweft  ^nd  assajfed'by 
WH  tlie  disposable  Frehcb  artny,  and  <«ras  tciialUy 
abandoned  by  the  ^Spaniards ; '  Whb '  neklieir 
united  with  them,  according  to  their  'qwh^^tt- 
^puliation,  nor^'had  a  single  Spanish'  ^Cb/bs  Tid- 
vanced  to  attack,  or  e\«n  tb''*^r^ai:di^S!fcte. 
rrencTi  posts,  now  w^akehed  %y  tKe'iibl^ift^ 
of  their  army.  '    k»u  ;,q 

Thus  was  Sir  STohri  Moore  agaiii  flecervt^SPby 
a  mission  from  the  -Spanish  <^venimeirt  atift 
the  Bntisli  Minister;  and  f*is  flfevbtcrf 'tirwl]^ 
liad  nothing  to  trust  to  but  ibeif  afttid',  «rfd 
their  tJcner^.  :-    ...i*:: 

'  Early  in  tlie  moriiing  of  ihe  8th  xi^'Jtdkvlty 
the  army  was  marshsdlet!  hi  array,  Anflt)8fereB 
battle  to  {he  Enemy.  'The  Commander  ^roife 
ihrough  {he  ranks,  'and  liad  ihe  |Aeasinir*^Bf 
finding  that,  in  consequence  of  the'Or(fett^ 
had  issued,  of  tbe  exertions  df  the  ofiicei^, 
and,  above  all,  of  the  hopes  of  an  action,  re- 
gularity was  restored.     The  artillery,  cavalry. 
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^kls^^fescnrv^,  vyho  'had  4)ieen  «o  ^^It-eii  '4mgB^elt, 
were  envied  by  the  other  divisions^  Who  wkhed 
^b  %y  ^hatvfe  Iheip  sjlore  ctf  ^ghting^  'When 
<Afe  ^Geneiiil  perceived  €hat  4h^  troops  ^wei% 
^dbeffient  -to  r  coBmiiai»d^  ^and  ^ftdl  ^f  He6nfidenc9^ 
4fe  wfu9  ^f ii^edy  |ind  kmge^  'for  «^e  advanee  tff 
illiefeftemy. 

^Bttt  l^lfaFshsir  iSoiflt^rrefl  not  ^from  'hia  po$t. 
4ie^had  4iow  ceKf>e]^^(i€ed'1^'Meiits  of -fhe  6e« 
^nettAy  aAd^he4ntr6f£di^of^the4r#c>ps^h64iald 

Fmm  this  4)a<kwardnies8  ^ft  ^was  ^odluded, 
-^hf^^his^atenjtipn  w$is  to  haraiss  the  'Bi^itijkh  ps 
*TOti(^  as  jpoesible  ^imng.^eir  mardhi^  aild'tQ 
*ddferhis  attadk'till  th^  eni^bailcation. 

*On'^e  other  -hand^he  Bnfiiih  Commander 
perceived^  {hat  it  would  be  equally  imprudent 
'for  him  to  attMSk  4he  ^tif^ong  position  of  the 
french,  ;or  4o'wnain 'longer  in  his-own* 

If  he  advanced^j  ^a^hfd '  Skmlt  was  posted 
en^fenriiddble  4»ei^l9^  protected'  by  enclosures^ 
and  could  not  be  approached  without  great  loss. 
-He  «ight -engage  pa#fei»l]g|f^^Hd  retire  when  he 
^i^kased :  ifisuch  an  atta^^lMled,  the  m*my  was 
^tmdone.;  and  even  if  it^ueci^fedeii,  the  situation 
^  the  ^British  would  only  ^be  ieiidered  worse  ; 
^forrwiiforcements- would  soon JoHi^he  Enemy j 
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1|he  retreat  must  be  resum^,  and  every  woandei 

jnan  left  behind.  .    ; 

;:   It  was  alao  deemed  impossible  to  reraaia  i^ 

jbh^  present  position}  for  the  numbers  of  dte 

French  would  soon  become  too   great  to  .be 

%withstood ;    or  they  might  push  on  corps  ofi 

either  flank  by  the  lateral  roads^  .cut  q/S  the 

.^mmlmicatioq  with  the  ccfiast,  and  suAt>uiid^the 

.Biitish* . , .  But^  even  if  these  dax]^ers  ootj^dihave 

:be^n  hazarded^    it  was  impossible  to.  reiqaia 

two  days^  from  the  want  of  provisions.     The 

^country  could,  fulnish  nothing  more,  dad  ade* 

^quate'm^ans  for  conveying  supplies  from  Co- 

jrunna  were  wanting.     The  Commisseoiat  was 

by  no  means  on  a  scale  for  such  meA$ureS|  and 

the  British  a,rmy  was  too  w^ak  to  guai^d  the 

convoys. 

^To  retreat  to  the  coast  .ivas,  therefore^  in- 
dispensable ; ;  and  to  avoid  the  ai^npyiLnce  of 
.Attacks  on   the  rear-guard,   and  to  eliidk  the 
Enemy,  the  General  resolved  to  mai:ch  c^  that 
.night  . 

The  different  brigades  were  directed  to  ^jmt 
the  ground  at  ten  o'clock  at  night,  leaving 
fir^s  burning  to  deceive  the  £nemy»  But 
owing  to  the  darkness  of  the  night,  the  bad- 
ness of  the  roads,  and  mistakes  of  the  guides^ 
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ftome  cif  th&jcplumns  did  not  reach  the  walls  of 
Lugo  till  two  o'clock  in  the  morning.  They, 
however,  prooeeded,  though  it  rained  the 
firhole  night,  and  the  following  day» 

Before  the  reserve  left  Lugo  the  General 
published  another  warning,  to  repress  the  irre* 
gtdaoities  of  the  maix^h. 


a 


Gensrai^  O&DERS. 


*^  Head  2tmrt€rs,  Lugo^  Sth  January ^  1809. 

y  It  is  evident  that  the  Enemy  will 
*^  not  fight  this  Army,  notwithstanding  the 
"  superiority  of  his  numbers  j  but  will  endea* 
^*  vour  to  harass  and  tease  it  upon  its  march* 
.  "  The  Commander  of  the  Forces  requests^ 
^*  that  it  may  be  carefully  explained  to  the 
Soldiers,  that  their  sa&fty  depends  solely 
upon  their  keeping  their  divisions^  and  march*- 
ing  with  their  regiments;  that  those  who 
stop  in  villages,  or  straggle  on  the  march, 
will  inevitably  be  cut  off  by  the  French  ca- 
f  valry ;  who  have  hitherto  shown  Uttle  mercy 
even  to  the  feeble  and  infirm,  who  have  fallen 
*^  into  their  hands. 
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^^  tHe  sold^m  «Mis«  misJie  Mkr  ftsiiytkm  to  #0 
^^  eonbpliBlS  th^mf;  the  reai^-gitttl^  ^nslM-  stcp^ 
'^  and  those  trhd  Ml*  behicJ  liiust.  ^0  thdnr 

Unfortunately y  no  attettf^  t<l^]^die9Vel«^ 
larity  on  the  march  was  altogether  efiectual. 
The  corps  in  which  there  was  the  least  strag^* 
gling  were^  liie  AtftiUery,  t^  Guards,  and 
the  Reserve.  The  Artillery  consist  of  pecu- 
liarly well-behaved  men ;  the  Guards  were  the 
strongest  hody  of  men  in  the  army ,  and  conse- 
quently Jitrifertd'  Mst  from:  fetigue ;  besides^, 
tlriy  stre  strictfy'  dfecipfined,  and  their  non- 
ftbiWriiisiioiie*  oific'^tfr  acfif  exdelfenl  The.  R^- 
serVc^  Vfrks  cototrianded  by  aiil  ittdefetig^I^O^  Of^ 
fitet'r  ihd  thie  fegtMedtfe  that  ctitttpos^  it  were 
Adinii^bie. 

Ott.Ais  day's  jxtitch  the  first?  hidt  wte*  at 
Vidtetedk;  aaad,  as  th^  wfite  nd  shelter,  the jr 
wferb  tfbfiged  to  remain  e:tposed  tol  a  torrent  bf ' 
ratirt.  Th6  differe&tt  eoiumne  wertJ  oi^dered  ^ 
tfe  again  uncfer  atttis  earfy  id  the  cveidttg  f  birt 
iiany  df  tli*  tetgiments^  had  beew  cteyerdy  Ba- 
Has^edy  by  b\^ing  adled  out  by  their  dottlttiaii^Btig 
officers^  on  fsdstf  alarms.    TheffetigueiMst^ecl 
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^and  the  iiardship&  auffi9»d  >i^r0r  vefy  SP^^f 
and  scaoeely.  to  be  endiured.  by  the  wq^.  Sore^ 
Ibet  afflicted' many^  and;  ren<ibred  itiffipodsij^f 
for  them  to  keep  their  ranks ;  but  otUers  Ie£i; 
lAiea:^  irota  Bib  love  of  ndne^  aod  pwbapp  &Qm 
mrprm  motives 

Marshal  Soolt  iros^  howrveir^  ajli^le  to  taV^ 
Ikd^  advauta^  of  these  drciKmdtaRcesk  Tb% 
ttortifying  checka  he  had  reeeived  oq  the  5tbi 
and  7th  of  Januaij,,  aad  the  menaeing  atttitudie^ 
of  the  Army  on  the  Sth,  had  alarmed  him ; 
and^  by  the  mddest  retre«t  of  the  British^  so 
much  ground  was  gained^  that  he  was  com* 
pletely  bafBed.  For  the  French  did  not  dis- 
icover  the  retreat  till  long  after  day-light;  and 
their  cav^ilry  were  not  prepared  to  leave  Lugo 
till  after  nine  in  the  morning  of  the  9th. 

This  gave  much  thne,  and  the  only  difl&cirlty 
was  the  protection  of  the  loiterers.  The  ad- 
vanced-guard of  the  Enemy  at  length  came  up 
*  in  the  evening,  and  hung  upon  the  rear.  And 
General  Paget,  with  the  reserve,  was  ordered 
to  take  up  a  position,  for  the  protection  of  the 
stragglers,  some  miles  from  Betanzos,  where 
l^tmmw^  9SI  night. 

.    It  WW  fwnd  preferable  thsJi  th^  soldiers 
4iimld  fsndur?  the  voti  Md  ma^  9S  »  severe 
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nighty  rather  tiha^  b^^  .exposed  to  the  irresistible 
temptation  of  the  wine-houses  in  the  town. 
The  other  divisions  of  the  army  wete  ^partered 
in  Bet^nzoSr  ,» 

So  much  fat^e  had  been  endured^  m  the 
march  from  Lugo,  that  Sir  John  Moc^re  halted^ 
am  the  10th,  to  give  the  soldiers  repose.  He 
there  published  a  fresh  Order,  being  unwea^ried 
in  exertions  to  diminish  the  irr(^gu)arities> 
though  he  could  not  entirely  restore  discipline*. 


it 


General  Qrdeks. 


"  Head  Suario's,  Eefanzos^  \OtAJan.  IS(J9, 
^*  A  GREAT  deal  of  irregularity  has 
"  arisen  from  the  practice  of  some  Commanding 
^*  Officers  allowing  Soldiers,  who  pretend  to 
"  be  biad  marchers,  to  precede  their  corps* 
f  ^  Men  of  this  description,  whom  commanding 
**  officers  may  think  expedient  to  send  forward, 
^^  must  be  placed  under  an  officer,  who  is  lield 
"  responsibjie  tax  their  conduct. 

(Memormidumfor  General  Officers.^ 

"  To  prevent  the  renewal  of  the  same  sftettt 
*'  which  the  liiarc^  of  last  night  prtseiyted^  Ac 
Commander  of  the  Forces  directs  th»t,  pre- 
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^  viously  to  the  march  fo-mom>w  morning,  the 
^*  General  Officers  xvfll  see  their  divisions  and 
^^  brigades  properly  formed;  that  they  wheel 
*^.  them  by  sections ;  and  that,  during  the  march, 
^*  they  pay  constant^  aittention  to  the  preserva- 
^*  lion  of  that  order/* 

A  letter  was  received  on  the  1 1th  of  January 
frotti  Mr.  Frere,  who  was  endeavouring  to  be 

of  UBC. 

Mr.  Frere  to  Sir  John  Moore. 

«  Seoille^  Dec.  mh^  at  night,  1801. 


€i 


The  inclosed  intelligence  appears 
to  me  of  such  importance,  that,  though  I 
should  hope  that  there  could  be  little  doubt 
of  your  having  already  received  it  from  other 
^^  quarters,  I  have  thought  it  right  to  send  off 
^^  a  courier  with  it,  with  the  promise  of  a  ve-^ 
*'  ward  in  proportion  to  his  dispatch. 

^^  There  is  nothing  in  the  Btate  of  things  here 
*^  which  can  make  it  worth  while  to  detain  him. 
^^  I  am  endeavouring  to  persuade  the  Oovem«^ 
'5'  meat  to  take  some  steps  ibr  securing  the  great 
,"  towns' in  this  prpvioce,   instead  of  relying 
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iipoa  the  defepfi?'.  of  miiiiafj  positia^Sy,  vnik. 
pea»ut3  dressed  in  uii&iciBu  Thene.  nxo 
^  le^POQ  in  Despena  Ponos;.  of  whom  600O 
<<  only  are.  armed.  Yqil  wiE  see  that  1^.  si^ga 
V  of  Barcelona  has  heen  raised.  The  beatea 
^^  army  have,  however,  re*as9emhled^  at  a  verji 
^^  short  distance. 

^^  In^  La  Mancba  there  seems  ta  he  a  bejpn- 
niog.  of  something  Jike  enterpxize>}  and  a.  dia^ 
posid^on  to  worry  the  Enemy  as  hr  aai^  in 
their  power.     I  am  not  yet  able  to  make  any 
report  upon  the  subject  of  the  di^tdies  of 
the  10th,    from  Lord  Castlereagh^s  Office. 
^^  Orders  are  sent,  aa  you  desiie^^  to  the  Juntas 
of  Ciudad  Rodrigo^  Salamanca,  and  Zamo;a, 
for  putting  diose  townss  in  a  state  of  tempo- 
^  ra^y  defence,  and  arming  tl^  inhabitant$« 
I  have  proposed  (1  hope  with  your  appro^, 
bation)  that  the  same  measure  should  be  ex« 
^  tended  ta  Toro,  and  even  to  Astor^ 

<f  Believe  me^  with  gr^t  truth  and  res|K^,- 
''  Sir, 
^^  Your  most  obedient  humUe  servant^ 

"  J.  H.  Fljwnw.'* 

Here  we  perceive  Mr.  Frere  striving,  9|  UM^ 
too  late,  to  check  the  |^ogress  of  the  Mtkonff 
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bf  Sjmf^fig  the  pfoldnckL  tbwBB,  and  b5if rms- 
jsiQ  iip^  the  feirmidable  oba^ueka  wjbil::h;h€^dew 
Wtbedr  in  $aah  eiihei^etki  teraiMk  in-  hits  kjbter 
from  Mefwbu  He  expected^  I  BuppMis^  tlia^ 
liAi  phn'  woididf>li(m^  be  ifeaMsed  Salawaiiea^y 
jimnicmy.  Tj&m6^  zmA  A^toiga,  ^e  to*  be  9W^ 
vdundedi  with  biikvtarlc^ ;  and  nois  to  be  o^evecncLe 
bjr  tbe'Eieiiiek  but  ait  ijne  pried  el  their  blood. 
iW  Mr.  Sseiia  Iftid  eivk^tAy  fes^tteii  he  tvasr 
inr  Spditn^  in  the  mndteenfibl  century ;  and^  by  at 
podtiealr  6d^t^  hadtvaittported  hkmelf  <o  Greece  . 
dvliriidg  the  idivasioii  of  Xerxes^  When  he 
^aheiled  hom  this  tamnce^  he  must  hare  been 
tttotiAhed  tk^  Isatu  that  not  one  of  Ihese^  towntf 
ever  made  the  least  show  of  resiifetancd^  but  itiosrt 
servilely  opened  their  gates^  and  the  inhabit- 
ante  bdwed  their  heads^  at  the  a|»proach  of  the 
first  French  p»tnde. 

''  To  give  a  just  idea  <jf  the  real  utate  of  the 
eottoaitryy  tve^  shall  transcribe  a  passage  of  a  letr 
tef  froai  a  very  seiosiUe  Officer  of  Engineers^ 
who  was'itent  by!  Sir  John  Moore  to  survey  the 
roads  ttf  Senahria^  aind  to  endeavoilr  ta  rouse  up 
the  pfk^fe  tjat6re  to  make  an^  effort.  The  letter 
n  a  Report  ta  the  General  from  the  Capital  of 
the  diiMriot>  dated  La  Puebk,  1st  January  180% 
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•^  With  respect  to  the  defence  of  this  pkce^ 
^  which  I  am  instructed  to  prottiote^  I  can  give 
^^  your  Excellency  no  reason  to  expect  that  any 
^^  will  be  made.  Hiere  is  no  artillery^  no  gar** 
*^  naony  nor  arms  for  the  townsmen.  The 
^^  Spanish  soldiers  now  here  (about  7^0)  are 
^^  merely  on  their  way  to  the  Marquis  de  la 
^^  Romana ;  and  as  to  any  neighbouring  passes^ 
^^  there  are  no  people  whom  I  can  call  upon  to 
^f  occupy  them^  or  should  expect  to  defend 
**  them,  however  naturally  strong  they  may  be; 
^^  for  I  see  no  people  who  are  thinking  of  the 

Enemy's  advance  with  any  sentiments  beyond 

passive  dislike,  and  hopes  of  protection  from 

God  and  the  English  Army.'' 


.  This  is  a  nat^ral^  description  of  the  disposiK^ 
tions  of  the  Spaniards,  from  an  observing  man* 

On  the  11th  of  January  the  Army  marched 
from  Betanzos,  which  was  the  last  day^s  jour- 
ney. There  was  a  bridge  at  the  outside  of  the 
town^  which  was  attempted  to  be  blown  i^. 
The  Enemy's  cavalry  tried  to  interrupt  diis; 
but  they  were  driven  back  by  the  28th  regiment* 

Sir  John  Moore,  being  anxious  to  examine 
the  positions  near  Corunna,  left  the  Reserve 
under  General  Paget^  and  proceeded  from  Be* 
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teinzos  with*  the  main  body  of  the  Army«  He 
passed  every  .regiment,  and  addressed  the  Com"- 
man^ng  Officer  of  each;  observing  to  thftm, 
that  there  was  no  particular  post  for  a.Coxftw 
manding  CMBcer^  who  oi^t  to  range  oa  the 
fronts  flank/ and  rear,  of  his  regiment;  thatrhis 
eye  should  be  every  where ;  and  that  all  strag- 
gling should  be-prevented  by  the  activity  of 
^e  Officears/ 

^  This  mardi' was  conducted  with  much  inot^ 
regularity  than  on  former  occasions;  yet ^eigUt 
or  nine  stragglers,  were  detected,  who  had  pre- 
'ceded  the  icolifmn,  and  had  taken  possesis^ion  t)f 
a  house,  and  the  wine  contaiiied  in  it.'  Tliey 
w^  seized,  and  brought  prisoners  to  the  Ge- 
neral !  on  which  he  halted  the  Army  -^  and  the 
Cbmmanding  Officers,  of  the  regiments^  and 
(lie  Captains  of  the  companies,  to  which  tibe 
prisoners  belonged,  were  sent  for.  Their  ha* 
.versacks  were  searched,  to  discover  if  they  con- 
tained plunder;  and  he  enquired  how  long  the 
men  had  been  absent  from  their  regiments. 

An  Officer  replied  to  Sir  John,  that  one  of 
the  prisoners,  not  being  able  to  march  vrith  the 
column,  had  been  sent  on  before,  according  to 
ihe  Generars  Orders. 

Sir  John  aziswered,  ^^  that  when  he  gave  out 
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-^f  Ordm  iBe  ^)iki8kiend  that  fae  flfld^ 
^f^  rto  'M^tarjr  neb ;  ifor, .  were  faerto  wekeceawqr 
.^idetafl^  poiOrdei!ly:Boakaaidd^cof]42iiAifl^ 
-^  tbati  ite  msfidiir  <i^?0beyi0g^«ch  laniOidbr 
^^  iWM;  to  £B«m  Alp  'Su^sh  «eA  9:8  "wafe  tmabfe  4d 
'^inMrch;  JWftb  itke  n^gimeot^  'atid*^|dM«  M(hem 
-^  undebi^  jehfiige  trf^  ai»  offieer  or  a4MiMXM|i9- 
"^^  id»Gao»ed  ^offiber;  ^bntj   rn^otibtedly,  tlifjjr 
^^  should  not  have  been  sent  by  themMlvas,  to 
'^ifaUon^Jtheir'DWiiiclisoretioii*     Slr^'^uiooiiftaed 
4^  ^^^had;I^fbimd^^hiiider4a)tlKi{^^ 
-^f  ^<;^k  imaiiy  hb  ittiu«t^^ia«e'4)eai  iCDodemiied  ito 
'^^  ileodbf;  land  ^mir  wuolfl'tharve  ibtoft  *4lie^JCM8e 

'    JBir  Jtfhn  sode kiq  toCWahiia/' aiiid wcsvmd  oil 
^heipositionsiki  the  liei^hbanihood.  /l%pe  Gimids 
land  Genend:Eraset'sibr^ade  u^ieifi^^ 
t^eitown^  (GeHoal  (Hope's  di^ian  So  (the  adb- 
-tuiirsi;  and  Geneial^Fbtget,  .widi^tiieireanroe,  9t 

El-^^Biugo,  nearWfhe  bridge  of^e/Moni,  Bud 
dn  Ihe  vil^iges  o«i  fthe  St;  5ago:nxuL  ^  ^ 

Th]6>brid^  was  destroyed;  andk>wasdiiaii|^t 

proper  to  destvoj  another,  -higher  4ip  like  inver ; 

but,  by  an  unfortiinate  acoident,  die  esi^eain- 

tending  Officer*  df  (Engineers  ilMt  his  life  hof 'die 

explosion  of  the  mine. 

The  Army:had^ow  reaohed^di^gto^portiroiii 
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)iad  diH:i<ki0i4]M  'bttiBporte^'or  tiite  sebolerivraiilfl 
have  1)eeA*  ^^fidbly  ^fi  hfMA  m  aafdy.  Otiiy  sa 
few  ships  ky"  in  (die^  ^ladbduri;  in  tviiioh,  imam 
sidk  meti,  and  ^ome  'tftrajggkm^  .*i«iio.'p»c«M 
ihe  Aarmyy'cdlir^  HhemsidMB^fiftck,  iimnedisufadly 
>#mbarked« 

'  1%^  Blfilsh  >A]iliy^itfa^  laniwd* ajk  GosBJina 
cratire  cbd  uribrokMi ;  -aod,  in  aimilitaiy  rpubit 
of ' view^-lSve  ^Dpefatkm  furae  BixMMMfol  and  ^splen- 
did. Nearly  70,000  Frenchmen,  led  by  Bua- 
impeETte, '  with'  a  grtat  wsfommMj  xif  cajvsiby, 
hud ^tideaToowd  in/vakiito<sufnmnd<or  to  rout 
^j009  Britiidh.  Tw0  hundred  jaiul  fifty  .m<ia 
ttf^botfDft]^  had  heeni traversed.;  \mcsiiiiiains,  iie*- 
^Kes,  'and  liVetB,  had  ^been  TCtasasA^  in  .daily 
^ontaet'wiA^^ir'SAiemy.  Hhangh  io£b3n,.efif- 
<gaged,  ^even  ^fheir  rreasr^-gaard  was  Jiiever  Jbeaten, 
noir  ihrown  into'coitfuffibn;  ^bnt^was  viotoviaus 
fc  ei?«ry*efto«ranter. 

nVfueh  bi^gage  undoubtedly  was  lost,  angl 
'some  ^ree-poutiders  were  abandoned ;  ^but^non 
Hhing  was*  taken >by  force.  What  was  left  vnm 
owing^to  the  death  of  waggon-homes  amd  muleq, 
"anfdnot'tb  their  escort  ever  being  defeated.  Wa^ 
dduretge  and  menacing  attitude  maintained  by 
the  camdryHand  reserve  were  sufficient  alwa;^ 
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io  repel  anc)  ov«awe  the  advanced  gua^  of  the 
Snemj ;  and  at.  Lugo  battle  was  offered  bv  thU 
handful  of  Brilisb  tio  three  divisions  of  Ftench^ 
OMnmaiided  by: their  Marshals.  .Thi^.challei^ge 
^as  deelined ;  and  the  impressioii  it  made  etisi- 
Ued  the  British  !tot4:ertapanftte  th^ii:' inarch  ^i,hnotft 
undisturbed.  ..     '     L  4 

In  ;£uie^*neisd[ier:  Napoleon  I  Aor  fbiec'^Dyi^e  of 
iDahnatia'wofi  a  pi^be^of;  MiSJiBlry^  di^j^nd^d, 
or  a  single  iniUtarjr  trophy >  from  i^^^iitish 
•Army.'  r  .7  ■"  ^    {  .'';.;;:     ../;, 

The  greatest  danger  was  «tiU  tfi  be  in^ii^ed; 
the  position  at  GorubBa  was  If^^nnd  !l^  ,1)^  ]exf 
tiemely  bad,  the  transports'  w^i,t¥>t  WW^ 
add  the  Enemy  were,  appearand  j^ltha  ^fght^- 
Some  experienced  GedeB9d'C)f]^r^;^;of  e^celleiit 
judgment  and  distinguisbfid  y^^vtfii  '^^i^  :^ 
impressed  with  the  mdoncholy  a^pe€|>.<^  affairs^ 
as  to  consider  the  state  i>f  t\\f  Aroa^  .almost 
desperate*  They  thought  it  theiy  f^ty  to  re^ 
present  to  the  Commander  of  the  Fofcpif  the 
little  probability  there  was  of  being  able  to  xe- 
oist  the  attacks  of  an  Enemy  cannonading  and 
pouring  upon  them  from  the  hills,  w|ule  they 
were  waiting  for  shipping*  And  eypn^  should 
the  transports  arrive,  to  etobayk  in  the  face  of 
a  superior  Enemy  could  not  ]i)e  accomplished 
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^hout  4n.ericMrmous  loss.  From  these  cx>Qsi^ 
demtiom  they  counselled  Sir  John  Moore  to 
seud  to  the  Duke  of  Dalmatia,  aod  propose  to 
ent^  iioijto  tenn^  ^th  him^  to  permit  the  Bri- 
tish. $a*my  Ip  embark  unmolested^ 

Sir  John  Moore^  without  a  mdment^s  hesi- 
tation^ rejected  thid  advice* 

It  has  excited  a  natural  surprize,  why  tho  . 
British  artny  did  not  retire,  upon  Ferrol,  and 
endeavour  tp  save^  at  least,  the  Spanish  Fleet 
frpm  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  French  ? 
Unfortunately,  there  was  tiot  sufficient  mutual 
cordiality  between  the  two  nations  to  admit  of 
such  a  measure.  It  was  well  known  that  the 
Spaniards  would  not  admit  the  British  within 
the  gates  of  Ferrol^  nor  into  any  other  NavsJ- 
al^nal^  This  put  it  out  of  the  question.  But, 
had  the  Spaniards  been  better  disposed,  the 
harbour  of  Ferrol  is  so  winding,  and  commanded 
by  such  high  grounds,  that  the  transports  could 
Hever  have  got  out* 

.  The  French  were  seen  next  morning  (Ja- 
nuary 12)  moving  in  force  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  river  Mero*  They  took  up  a  position 
iGyear  the  village  Perillo  on  the  left  flank,  and 
occupied  the  houses  along  the  river;  while 
Sir  John  was  incessantly  occupied  in  preparing 
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for^^e  defence  of  his  post^  and  tokJdvg^iamry 
AiTELBgeineHtfor  the^emba^kattioi^ctf  l^iMi^ft. 
The  <3^qeral99 '  a«d  levery  Officer  krf*  ><ftie  dttt^y^ 
^fere  «k)W  in  Juli  exjertiofi  to  testol^  ^dskdit^km 
and  regularity  4o  the  ttoops^  ^fi4K>  were!]ie-^ 
ceiviHg  sraieh  rej&eshments  »  ^bidd  lie  pro- 
cured in  that  place,  and  6one  Kposejfrom  their 
toiU.       * 

On  ^e  18%  cif  JmkVikxy  tS^ir  David  &ir4 
marched  out  ef  Cemnna  with  his  divisioH,  to 
iccupy  the  position  on  *he  swellxp^  'grosode, 
and  to  Teoiain  out  all  ni^rt. 

Sir  John  no^  completed  his  examination  of 
cvety  plot  ef  ground  in  the  neighbo!iirhood. 

Had  the  army  consisted  of  dorible  its  fevce, 
by  occupying  the  range  of  hills  situated  about 
four  miles  from  Corunna,  they  could  have  de- 
fended ^emselves  against  very  superior  nnm^ 
bers.  But  tins  position  was  found  much  too 
extensive ;  for  -the  right  and  left  flanks  must 
have  been  exposed  to  be  -tnm^;  and  thQ 
Enemy  dould  have  penetrated  to  Corunna,  es- 
pecially by  the  right  flank.  The  pdssessu]^  of 
these  high  hills  was  therefore  obliged  to  be 
given  up  to  the  Enemy;  aad  th^  British  w^re 
under  the  necessity  6f  occupying  a  second  range  , 
of  much  inferior  heights.     Diaadvantageoue  as 
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t)i]9  posltiou  >vas,  it  was  preferable  to  leaving 
it  also : to  the  Enemy,  and  contracting  the.  po^ts 
close  round  the  town.  For,  had  that  been 
done^  the  -Enemy  would  have  approached  so 
near  tKe  shpre  that  every  movement  would 
hare  been  seen,  and  the  embarkation  would 
have  been  rendered  q[uite  impossible. 
,    Sir  John  Moore  the^refore  determined,  that 

^p^e  division  under  General  Hope  should  oc- 
cupy a  hill  on  the  left,  which  commanded  the 
road  to  Betanzos,  |but  the  height  of  which  de- 
creased gradually  towards  the  village  of  Elvina, 
talqng  a  c^rved  direction.  Sir  jPayid  Baira^s 
division  commence^  at  this  village ;  and,  bend-, 
ing  to^the  right,  the  whole  formed  nearly  a  se- 
micircle. Xhe.  rifle  corps  on  the  right  of  Sir 
Da\id  Baird.  formed  a  chain  across  a  vallpy, 
and  communicated  tyith  General  Fras^er's  di- 
vision, which  was  drawn  up  near  the.  road  to 

,yigo,  and  abput  ^alf  a  mile  from   Corunna. 

/The,  reserve  vnder  Major-General  Paget  occii- 

,pied  a  vills^ge.  on  the  Betanzos  road,  aboyit  half 

,  a  mile  in  the  rear  of  General  Hope. 

,Six  John,  Moore  had  been  on  horseback  from 
d^y-brpak  tp  make  every  arrangement  for  battle* 
He  returned  about  eleven  in  the  forenoon^  ex* 
hausted  .T^th  feitigue,  and  sent  for  Brigadier- 
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General  Stuart^  and  desired  him  to  proceed  to 
England^  and  explain  to  Ministers  the  situatioo 
of  the  army. 

He  said,  a  vessel  would  convey  him,  but  he 
was  so  tired  he  was  incatpable  of  writing,  hut 
that  General  Stuart,  being  a  competent  judge 
of  every  thing,  required  no  letter. 

He  then  rested,  and  took  some  refr^hment ; 
and,  two  hours  afterwards,  the  vessel  not  being 
quite  ready,  nor  General  Stuart  gone,  he  called 
for  ps^er,  and  wrote  off  his  last  dispattch  t# 
Government*. 

On  the  14th  of  January  the  Enemy  com- 
fnenced  a  cannonade  on  the  left,  near  the  road 
to  El-Burgoj  the  British  Artillery  returned 
this  fire  \/ith  great  effect,*  and  at  last  compelled 
the  Enemy  to  draw  off  their  guns. 

There  was  found  on  a  hill  on  the  outside  of 
the  British  posts  a  magazine  of  4000  barrels  of 
gunpowder,  which  had  been  brought  irom 
England,  find  was  uselessly  left  in  store,  while 
the  Spa,nish  armies  were  without  ammunition. 
The  General  ordered  that  as  many  barrels  as 
possible  should  be  conveyed  to  Corunna,  which^ 
for  want  of  carts  and  mules,  was  a  small  .ppr- 

^  Vidt  Appendix,  TT.  p.  131. 
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'tion,  and  that  the  rest  should  be  blown  up. 
The  explosion  was  tremendous^  and  shook  Co* 
runna  like  s^n  ^rthquake. 

In  the  evening  the  transports  fix)m  Vigo 
hove  in  sight,  which  gave  the  troops  the  agree- 
able prospect  of  being  again  enabled  to  return 
to  their  native  shore. 

January  15th  the  Enemy  advanced  to  the 
height  where  the* magazine  had  been  blown  up^ 
and  opposite  to  the  position  of  the  British. 

The  rifle  corps  skirmished  with  the  Enemy'd 
light  troops  on  the  right. 

In  the  evening  Colonel  Mackenzie  of  the 
5th^  eommanding  the  advanced  post  on  the  left, 
perceived  two  of  the  Enemy's  cannon  not  far 
distant.  He  imagined  that  by  a  sudden  attack 
he  might  surprise  them.  He  accordingly 
rushed  forward  gallantly  with  a  part  of  his 
regiment;  but  in  crossing  a  field  this  enter* 
prising  oflScer  was  shot,  and  the  attack  failed. 

In  forming  the  disposi^on  for  action.  Sir 
John  found  that  from  the  nature  of  the  ground 
much  artillery  could  not  be  employed.  He  di- 
rected that  seven  six-pounders  and  one  howitzer 
should  be  placed  along  the  line ;  and  four 
Spanish  guns  were  kept  as  a  reserve,  to  be^ 
advanced  tp  any  point  where  they  might  b« 
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useful.  The  reel  of  tKe  artillery  were  all  eiri'* 
barked  this  day. 

When  the  out-posts  became  quiet,  the  Ge-i- 
neral  was  busily  occupied  with  Colonel  Murray, 
Quarter-Master  Geaeral;  Lieuteiiarit-Colonel 
Andef^n  *,  of  the  Adjutant-GeneraVs  depart-f 
ment;  and  the  Naval, Officers,  in  making  ar- 
rangements for  the  embarkation;  which  was 
fixed  for  the  next  evening.  Biit,  feolh  on  this 
day  and  on  the  14th5  the  sick,  artiBery,^  dis- 
counted cavalry,  and  horses,  were  incebsantly 
embarking. 

{^ix  John  Moore  had  this  day  the  pleasure 
pf  receiving  another  letter  from  Mr.  J*rere, 
(C^ommunicating  the  efforts  he  had  made  to 
pheck  die  advance  of  thp  French- 

Mr.  Frer^  to  Sir  John  Moore. 

Seville^  Jam  2ndy  1809. 


*^  SIR, 


"  Upon  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
f^  the  23d,  informing  me  of  your  march  upon 
^^  Carrion,  I  wrote  tp  the  D|ike  of  Infantado, 

*  Brigadier-General  Clinton,  Adjutants  General,  fell 
ilck,  and  Licutenant-Goloriel  Anderson  acted  in  Ws  stead. 
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**  who  was  at  Cuenca  wiA  a  foice  siqperiv  te, 
^*  that  which  the  French  had  left  r  in  Madrid, 
^*  urging  him>  iu  the  most  pressing,  manner,  ta 
jpaike  a  forward  movement  upon  that  capi- 
tal. I  left  this .  letter  with  the.  Junta,  hy 
^^  whom  it  was  agreed  thajt  corresponding  in-» 
^5.  structions  should  be  sent  to  the  Duke  by 
*^  the  Minister  of  War.  It  was  likewise  agreed, 
^^  that  aimilaf  orders  shoukl  be  forwasded  at 
^^  the  same  time  to  the  Marquis  of  Palacioa. 

^^  I.  have  the  honour  to  transmit  a  copy  of 
^f  them,  which  has  been  since  communicated 
'j  to  me ;  and,  though  I  find  them  by  no  meant 
^^  ao  preasing  as  I  could  have  wished  and  ex- 
^^  pected,  I  have  still  thought  th^y  were  of 
^^safEusient  importance  to  justify  my  forward- 
*^  ing  thibm  to  you. 

>*  I  have  the  hono«ff  to  be,  with  ^eat  tnith 
^^  an4  respect,  Sir,  ' 

*'  Your  ipost  obedient  humble  servant^ 
''  J,  H.  Fbbrp.'' 

There  is  no  letter  of  Mr,  Frere's  undeserving 
0f  attention ;  this  b  distinguished  by  urbanity 
m  the  expression^  and  energy  in  the  matter. 

Jt  ii^  hf  re  anuom^e^,  that  he  has  w^'itten  t^ 
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the  I>ulce  of  Infiuitado  to  urge  him  to  march  ' 
towards  Madrid. 

lliis  was  unquestionably  done  with  the  view 
of  relieving  the  British  army :  for  as  Sir  John' 
Moore  by  threatening  the  communications  of 
Madrid  had  drawn  upon  himself  the  whole 
French  force  ;  so  Mr.  Frere,  by  writing  to  the 
Duke  of  Infantado  to  threaten  Madrid  itself^' 
might  hope  to  recal  part  pf  that  force  from  the 
British  army. 

But  there  w£us  a  tnaterial  difference  between 
the  activity  of  Mr.  Frere  and  Buonaparte^  in 
their  proceedings.  For  Buonaparte  was  in- 
formed of  the  s^dvance  of  the  British  on  the 
16th  of  December :  on  the  18th  his  troops  were 
in  motion^  and  oii  the  2nd  of  January  he  had 
reached  Astorga,  with  above  65,000  men; 
having  marched  300  miles  to  surround  "the 
British. 

Mr.  Frgrc^j.on  the  other  hand,  got  the  same 
intelligence  something  sooner ;  and  on  the  2nd 
of  January,  when  Buonaparte  had  reached 
his  destination,  lie  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Spanish 
Cenei^  with  a  view  to  stop  him.  Mr.  Frere*i* 
letter  had  certainly  little  influence  in  c^eck* 
Ing  the  Emperor ;  but  it  might  persuade  the 
^ecre£ary  of  State  that  he  had  done  his  utmost^ 
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On  the  morning  of  the  16th  of  January  the 
French  posted  on  the  hills  were  apparently 
quiet ;  no  firing  was  heard :  and  the  prepara- 
tions for  emharking  the  army  heing  jiow  com- 
pleted, the  General  resolved  to  accomplish  it 
that  night; 

Orders  were  given  that  the  transports  should 
receive  on  Board  the  troops  of  every  corps,  at 
fast  as  the  hoats  came  along  side.  It  was  in- 
tended to  sail  to  Vigo,  and  there  shift  the 
troops  into  their  proper  ships. 
'     This  last  Order  was  then  issu^  out 

^^  General  Oedees. 

^^  Head  Quarters,  Carunnd,  IBthJanmryy  1809,. 
*^  The  Commander  of  the  Forces 
**  directs  that  Commanding  Officers  of  Regi- 
^  ment3  will,  as  soon  as  possible  after  they 
^  embark,  make  themselves  acquainted  with 
^^  the  names  of  the  ships  in  which  the  men  of 
^  their  r^ments  are  embarked,  both  sick  and 
^^  convalescent :  and  that  they  will  make  out 
**  the  most  correct  states  of  their  respective 
>*  corps :  that  they  will  state  the  number  of 
^^«ick  present,  also  those  left  at  different 
^^  plac98 ;  and  mention  at  the  back  of  the  re^ 
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^^  turn  Tdbere  the  mea  vetnnied  on  cmnmaiid 
^^  are  employed" 

^AbcHi^  moon  the  General  sent  for  Colonj^l 
Ainderaon,  to  commuBicsd:q  his  final  instruc- 
tions respecting  the  embarkation.  He  directed 
4aiat  hemy&t continue  tQ;se^5ick men,  faois^s^ 
aod  baggage^  aboard  the  ships  a^  quickl^.a^^ 
possible:  but  that  he  wished  all  the  boats  toi 
W  disengaged  at  four  in  iiifi  ^Qi^Tnopm  for^  hc^ 
intended,  if  the  Freiicli  did  ;Qot  p^^f^,  to  b^gin 
^mbarkiqg  the  reserve  at  thathmir,  ;  .Aodlt^iat 
>  he  would  go  out  himself,  as  soon  as  it  was  dark, 
io  send  in  the  troops  by  brigades  in  the  order 
Jhe  wished  them  to  ^inbatk.  Ete  continued 
jtransacting  busixieq^  untU  a  little  afb^  one 
o'clock,  when  his  horse  was  bipngbt.  He  then 
took  leave  of  Colonel  Anderson;  laying,  /^  Re- 
^  member  I  depend  upon  your  paying  padrtieu-^ 
^^  lar  attention  to  every  thing  tbiit  concenia  the 
^^  embarkation;  and  let  there  be  im»  little  con** 
**  fusion  as  possible/' 

He  mounted  his  horse  in  good  sfnritsj  and 
set  off  i,o  visit  the  out-posts,  and  to  explain 
fiis  desi^  to  the  General  Officers.       : ,    ,   , 
'    He  had  not  proceeded  far  on  th^^  ^o^d^.t^^ 
"Wtff^  the  piisillan  of  the  army,  wih?&,)]MI  re* 
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ipeived  a.  ifeportifrotti  General  Ht^,^^^  ithak  Aq. 
^^  Enemy's  line  were  getting^  under  arnis^;" 
which  ^f^JP^cdttflrtned  1^  a  degerter  who  came  lu 
at  tha;t ixidm^ni?.  Si)*  J(^n expAssedthe highest^ 
^s^itiiS^Kftion^  a<?  this  intelligence ;  aiid  only  re* 
gretted  iliat'  theife  wdidd  not  lieday-Iight  enou^ 
to  profit  sufficiently  from  the  ad^antiijgev'hd  aiiv' 
Itici'pated  ascefttdin; 

Ii6  striicfc  spurs  into  his  horse;  and  flew  to 
the  fiield,'    T^e  adVaticed  picquets^  were  ali:eflNly 
be^niiig  to  ikr^  at  the  Ettftniy 's  light  troops^ 
who  were  pouridg  rapidly  dow^  the  hillo^  thw 
right  #feg  of  the  British, 

The  tffitey  t<^fife  dtavrti  i^  in  the  order  of  bati^r 
^  he  h£(d  planned  thffeef  dd.yd  beforfey  artjd  was* 
^Ued  wkh  ardbiifi  IThe  Gei^iii^  st^fveyed  tben 
with  j^lfeAsure;  and  eMmi«ii«d  catrefafty  ^iM 
wEo^einents  of  th6  Ffench  coluite^.  la  a  few 
t^utes  he  dispatched  alfiiost  all  his  Staff  Of&- 
cers  with  prders  to  the  G^n^iils  at  tha  different 
Jiointsi. 

General  Fraser,  whose  brigade  was  in  the 
rear,  was  commanded  to  move  up,  and  take 
a  disposition  pn  the  right ;  and  General  Paget 
was  ordered  *to  advance  with  the  reserve  to  sup- 
jKMPt  Lord  William  Bentinck, 

The  JSneiny  now  cpmnKJieed  a  destruciive 
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cannonade  from  eleven  heavy  guns^  advanta*- 
^onsly  planted  on  the  hilb.  > 

^oiir  strong  colunms  of  French  were  seen 
moving  fr^m  their  position.  One  advanced 
from  a  wood,  the  other  skirted  its^dge;  and 
both  were  directed  towards  the  right  wing, 
which  was  the  .weakest  point. 

A  third  colmon  approached  the  centre ;  and 
the  fourth  was  advancing  slowly  upon  the  left 
along  thcsToad  from  £1-Burgq,  Besides  these^ 
4h&e  was  a  fifth  coips  wUch  remained  half 
way  down  the  lull,  towards  the  left. 

It  was  the  opinion  of  Sir  Jdbai  Mooi^,  that 
the  presence  of  the  Chief  in  C<|mmand  near 
to  the  point  where  the  grqat  struggle  oocuis^. 
is  often  mo0t  usefrd^.  He  probahly  thought 
it  peculiarly  requisite  to ,  follow  this  rule  here^ 
as  the  position  of  his  right  wing  was  bad ;  and 
if  ihe  troops  on  that  point  gave  way^  the  rttii^ 
of  the  army  was  inevitable. 

Lord  WiUiam  Bentinck's  brigade^  consisting 

^  Perhaps  Sit  John  Moore  learnt  this  doctrine  from 
the  practice  of  one  of  his  Masters  in  the  art  of  War^ 
Sir  JRalph  Abercrombie,  under  whotn  he  commanded 
the  reserve  in  Egypt ;  and  though  he  possessed  his  fuH 
confidence,  yet  he  told  the  author,  tbat  in  the  ho^^ 
fire  he  uswlly  found  Sir.  Ralph  ^t  hi^  elbow. 
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«f  three  incomparajbk  regiments,  the  4th,  the 
42d,  and  .50th,  maintained  this  dangeroits 
post;  ^The  Guards  were  in  their  rear ;  and,  to 
prevent  the  right  being  turned.  Captain  Napier 
was  dispatched  to  desire  General  Paget  to  bring 
up  the  reserve  to  the  right  of  Lord  William 
Bentinck. 

Sir  David  Baird  leading  on  his  division  hald 
his  arm  shattered  with  a  grape  shot ;  and  wag 
forced  to  leave  the  field.         * 

The  French  artillery  plunged  from  tha 
heights,  and  the  two  hostile  lines  of  infantry 
mutually  advanced,  beneath  a  shower  6f  balls. 

They  were  still  separated  from  each  other 
by  stone  walls  and  hedges,  which  intersected 
the  ground :  but  as  they  closed  it  was  perdeived 
that  the  French  line  extended  beyond  the  right 
flank  of  the  British ;  and  a  body  of  the  Enemy 
were  observed  moving  up  the  vaUey  to  turn  it 
An  order  was  instantly  given,  and  the  half  of 
the  4th  Regiment,  which  formed  this  flank, 
fell  back,  refusing  their  right,  and  making  an 
obtuse  angle  with  the  other  half.  In  this 
position  they  commenced  a  heavy  flanking  fire  j 
and  the  General,  watching  the  manoeuvre, 
called  out  to  them,  "  That  was  exactly  wh^t 
*^  X  wswted  tQ^be  done.'' 
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^tit  then  rode  up  to  the  50th  .re^iperity 
iHa^mmanded  by  Mayors  Napier, apd  ^tanhope ; 
who  got  oyer  gn  incjosoj^  .m  ^eir  front^  and 
charged  most  gallauitly.  The  G^soer^l,.  evt^ 
an  admirer  of  valour,  excla^imed,  "W^^do^cf 
"the  fiftieth!  well  done,  my  JBkl^a^rs* !''  fTh^y 
drove  the  Enemy  out  of  the  village  of  Elvma^ 
with, great  sW^ter.    .In  this  |Cajaflj^  JVIajbi' 

*  Napier,  advancing  tqo  far,  .  wa3  W!^fi^ed  jfir 
several  places,  and  tal^en  prisoner;.  andr^IV^or 

,  Stai^pe  unfortunately  receiye4famoi^ 

l^ir  John  Moore  proceeded  to  t]ie  424, :  ad-* 
drefifising.  th^m  in  these  words,  "  Higi|i^derp^ 
"  remember  Egypt/^    They  rushed  ori^. driving 

:  the^Frencfh  before  them,  till  they  w^rej^j;o|)p^ 

I  by  a  walL  Sir  John  accompanied  them^  ijx  tbisi 
charge,  and  told  the  sqldiers  that  he .  ^yas 
^^  weU  pleased  with  their  conduct/^ 

He  sent  Captain  Hardinge  to  order  up  a  bat- 
talion of  Guards  to  the  left  fli^xik  of  the  :^igb- 

^ landers;  upon  which  the  .pfRcer  commanding 
the    light   company  conqeived  that^    astth^r 

*  Sir  John  used  this  expression  from  having  .recom- 
jnejided  them  for  the  milita^  rank  they  held.  The  Ho- 
nourable Major  Stanhope  was  second  son  to  Earl  Stan- 

•  hope,  and  nephew  to  the  late  Mr. -Pitt.  ;  The  G4viAt9il 
entart^ined  a  sincere  friend^p  jGcMcbi^i:  ^  >    1 
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ommvmfion  was 'nearly  expended/ tbey  weie 
to  be  relieved  by  the  Guards,  and  begio^i  to  fidH 
baek ;  but  Sir  John,  discoYering  the  'mistake^ 
said  to  them,  "  My  brave  42d,  join  your  coni- 
'  ^^  rades,  atemunition  is  comings  and  you  .hav« 
*^.  ytmr  bayonets.^'  They  instantly  obeyed,  and 
all  moved  forward.  ^ 

Captain  Hardinge  now  /returneld^  to  report 
thai .  ithe  firtiards  were  ladicandug*  Whila '  ha 
was  speaking,  and  pointing  .Out  thfe^ttntion 
of  the  battelioQ,  ahckiJfire  ivas/icept  up,  anci 
the  Enemy's  artillery  played*  imi^jssantly  on  th« 
spoti  Sir  John  Mooi^  was  too  oonsplcuous. 
A  >cannon-ball  struck  .his  left  shoulder^  and 
beaJk;him  .to  the  ground. 
V  He  rslised  himself,  and  isat  up  with  an  unal«- 
tfred  countenance,  looking  intently  at  the^ 
{^blunders,  Avho  wjere  warmly  engaged. 
Captain  Hardinge  threw  himself  frcmi  his 
horse,  and  took  him  by  the  hand;  then,  ob- 
ferying  his  anxiety,  he  told  him  the  42d  wero^ 
advancing ;  upon  which  his  countenance  imme- 
diately brightened. 

His  friend  Colonel  Graham  now  dismounted, 
^o  assist  him;  and,  from  the  composure  of  his 
features,  entertained  hopes  that  he  was  not 
eyeii  wounded;  but^  observing  the  hqrrad  lacs* 
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fation  and  efivsion  of  bloody  he  rode  off  iot 
fturgeons. 

The  General  was  carried  from  the  field  cm  a 
blanket,  by  a  serjeant  of  the  42d^  and  $ome 
soldiers.  On  the  way  he  ordered  Captain  Har-» 
dinge  to  report  his  wouild  fo  General  Hope, 
who  assumed  the  cpmutiand. 

Many  of  the  soldiers  knew  that  their  two 
Chiefs  were  carried  off^  yet  they  contmned  the 
fight  undaunted. 

General  Paget,  conformably  to  his  orders, 
hastened  to  the  right  with-  the  reserve.  Colo- 
nel Beckwii;}!  dashed  on  with  the  rifie  corps, 
repelling  the  Eiiemy,  and  advs^icing  on  theit 
flank.  They  penetrated  so  far,  as  nearly  to 
carry  oni^  of  their  cannon  ;  but  were  at  length 
forced  to  retire,  before  a'much  superior  corps, 
who  were  moving  up  the  valley;  Gene;^ 
iPaget  attacked  this  corps  with  the  52^  and 
some  more  of  the  reserve,  and  quicily  repelled 
it.  He  pressed  on  to  a  great  distance,  di^rs- 
ing  every  thing  in  his  front ;  till  the  Enemy^ 
perceiving  their  left  wing  quite  e>fposed,  drew 
.  it  entirely  back. 

\.  Th^  French  then  advanced  upon  the  oentre^ 
where  Generals  Manningham  and  Leith  sue- 
eessfully    resisted  their    onset.     The   ground 
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tliere  being  more  ^levafed^  andpavo]!!^^  for' 
artillery,  the  guns  were  of  gre^t  utility.  An 
effort  was  likewise  made  on  tht  left,  which  was 
very  unavailing;  for  the  position  on  that  side 
was  strong.  But  a  corps  of  French  took  pos- 
session of  B,  village  on  the  road  to  Betanzos/ 
from  which  they  continued  to  fire.  On  which 
Liept.-CoL  Nichols  boldly  attacked  the  village 
ivkh  some  compaaies  of  the  14th,  and  beat  out 
the  Enemy  with  loss.     / 

Light  now  began  to  fail,  and  thie  French 
had  fallen  badk  on  every  point ;  yet  the  roar- 
ing of  <»nnon,  and  report  of  musketry,  con- 
tinued 4lll  dark. 

15ie  victory  was  complete,  and  gaiiied  unider 
fiiany  dieadv^tages.  The  British  had  been 
m^h  reduced  by  the  muliitude  of  sick,  by  Ae 
loss  of  stragglers,  and  by  these  employed  in 
necessary  duties;  and  General  Craufurd's ^de- 
tachment was  now  at  Vigo;  so  that  not  quite 
15,000  m^n  were  brought  into  the  0eld.  The 
French  also  were  greatly  diminished  by  1§ie 
lefngth  of  the  march,  th«  severity  of  the  wea- 
ther, and  ifcai^  losses  in  the  various  dc^aitb 
liiey  had  previously  sustained ;  yet,  aoeordrag 
to  the  Import  ^f  ihe  prisoners,  their  three  diti- 
fl^s  ^moant^d  to  full  20,090  men,  and  ^Qbt-^ 

A  A 


Digitized 


by  Google 


354 

sisted^  In  pai||^  g£  iiie  same  regiments  which 
l\ad  capitulated  )n  Portugal.  Besides  this  great 
8uperioiakii»y  of  numbers,  their  position  was  far 
more  favourable,  and  their  cannon  was  of  much 
heavief  metal ;  which,  being  planted  on  th^ 
hills,  fired  down  on  the  British  \^dth  great  ad- 
vantage.  Yet,  by  the  daring  courage  of  the 
troops,  by  the  skilful  disposition  of  the  army, 
and  by  the  manoeuvres  dufing  the  action,  the 
French  were  entirely  discomfited. 

The  loss  of  the  British  in  killed  and  wounded 
was  between  seven  and  eight  hundred  men; 
$|pd  General  Hope  eonjectured  that  the  Enemy 
had  lost  about  double  that  ftumber ;  but  Mar 
jor  Napier,  when  a  prisoner,  learnt  from  the 
best-informed  Spaniards,  that  the  loss  of  the 
French .  was  about  two  thoilsaBd  Inen.  Thia 
Was  owing  to  the  quick  .firing  and  steady  aim 
of  thie  British  troops ;  the  French  veteran  offi- 
cers declaring  that  they  had  never  been  in  so 
hot  a  fire  in  their  lives.  Indeed,  they  wpre  of- 
ten lavish  in  tneir  praises  of  the  British  in  ac«- 
tion;  but  observed,  that  they  were  much  inferior, 
in  marching  to  their  own  more  practised  sol* 
diers,  and  sti'aggled  from  ♦their  corps  to  a  de- 
gree which  never  occurs  in  a  Frenck  arjjay» 
The^e  defects,  together  vrith  their  love  of  wpe^ 
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odcasioned  a  most  serious  loss  of  meii.  But, 
to, mitigate  this  censure,  it  ought  to  be  men- 
tioned, that,  in  the  midst  of  their  excesses,  no 
such  enormities  were  committed  as  other  armies 
are  reproached  with.  The  British  soldiers  were 
intemperate,  and  often  mischievous,  but  never 
cruel. 

The  darkness  of  the  night  made  it  impossible 
to  pursue  the  Enemy;  and  General  Hope, 
weighing  the  circumstances,  under  which  the 
British  Army  was  placed,  and  the  reinforce- 
ments which  were  at  hand,  and  would  soon 
reach  the  French,  considered  that  it  wouldoh© 

ong.     A  ssK^ 
cession  of  attacks  from  fresh  troops  mui^^uiti- 
mately  overwhejm  the  British.     He,  therefore^      1  • 
judged  that  the  only  prudent  step  that  couM       ^^^     *     "1 
be  taken  was  to  proceed  to  embark  the  Army. 

At  ten  o'clgck  at  night  he  ordered  the  troops, 
by  brigades,  to  move  froin  the  field,  and  march  ^  ^ 
to  Corunna.     Strong  piquet^  were  left  to  guard 
the  ground,    and  to  give  notice  if  the  Enemy 
approached. 

Major-General   Beresford    commanded  the 

rear-guard,  of  about  2000  men,  to  cover  the 

embarjkation.     He  occupied  the  lines  in  front 

of   the  town.     And  Major-General  Hill  was 
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stfttioned^  with  a  cbrps  of  reaerv€^  on  a  pr^miML- 
.toiy  behind  the  town. 

The  boatd  were  all  in  readlness^^  and  the 
fureviouB  measures  had  been  so  wdOl  concerted, 
.that  nearly  the  whole  Army  were  embarJk^  du- 
ring the  night. 

The  piquets  were  withdrawn  before  day- 
light, and  immediaitely  carried  on  board  the 
ships  also;  30  that  nothing  Kwained  whore 
expept  the  rear-guard.  > 

Tlie  French   had  no   disposition  to  rwew 

the  engagement;   but,  when  the  morning  rose, 

and  they  saw  that  the  British    w^re    gone, 

j^ey  pushed  on  their  light  troi^s  to  the  heights 

jif;  of  St.  Lucia. 

Jfi  the  forenoon  (January  l/th)  they  got  up 
Aome  pannon  to  a  rising  ground  near  the  har- 
bour, >md  fired  at  the  transports.  Several  of 
tibe  masters  were  soinuch  frightened,  that<Jiey 
cut  their  cabjes,  and  four  of  the  ships  ran 
aground.  The  troops  c^  these  ships  were 
put  on  board  others,  and  the  stranded  vc^ssels 
were  burnt.  The  rest  of  the  flieet  quitted  ^ 
>^     tiaibour. 

.  At  two  o'clock  General  Hill  a  brigade  em-t" 
barked  under  the  citadel;  and  during  <^t 
night,    and  the  following  morning,    Geneml 
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Beresford  sent  off  all  the  sick  and  wounded, 
whose  condition  admitted  of  their  being  re* 
moved;  aud^  lastly,  the  rear-'gaard  got  into 
the  boats,  without  the  slightest  effort  being 
made  by  the  Enemy  to  interrupt  it. 

The  whole  of  this  difficult  openation  was  so 
well  conducted  as  to  reflect  much  (s^dit  upon' 
the  superintending  Officers,  both  of  thr  Navy 
and  Army^  ' 
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As  many  will  receive  a  melancholy  grati- 
fication from  reading  the  particulars  of  the  last 
moments  of  the  life  of  Sir  John  Moore^  such 
incidents  as  are  authentic  shall  be  commu* 
nicated.  \  .     ■■ 

The  following  letter  from  Captain  Hardinge 
describes  his  fall ; 


The  circumstances  which  took  place  im- 
mediately after  the  fetal  blow  which  deprived 
the  Army  of  its  gallant  Commander^  Sir  John 
**  Moore,  are  of  too  interesting  a  nature  not 
**  to  be  made  public,  for  the  admiration  of  his 
^*  countrymen.  But  1  trust  that  the  instances 
^^  of  fortitude  and  heroism  of  which  I  was  a- 
*^  witness  may  also  have  another  effect,  that 
^^  of  affording  some  consolation  to  his  relatives 
^^  and  friends, 

"  With  this  feeling  I  have  great 'satisfaction 
**  in  committing  to  paper,  according  to  your  de- 
^^  sire,  the  following  relation. 

^^  I  had  been  ordered  by  the  Commander  in 
*^  Chief  to  desire  a  battalion  of  the  Guards  ta 
^^  advance ;  which  battdioii  was  at  one  time 
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"  intended  to  have  dislodged  a  corps  of  the 
"  Enemy  frbm  a  large  house  and  garden  on 
"  the  opposite  side  of  the  valley ;  and  I  was 
"  pointing  out  to  the  General  the  situation  of 
^^  the  battalion,  and  our  horses  were  touching, 
*^  at  the  very  moment  that  a  cannon-shol 
^*  from  the  Enemy^s  battery  carried  away  his 
*^  left  shoulder  and  part  of  the  coUaiS-bone, 
"  leaving  the  arm  hanging  by  the  flesh. 

"  The  violence  of  the  stroke  threw  him  off 
"  his  horse,  on  his  back.  Not  sl  muscle  of 
"  his  face  altered,  nor  did  a  sigh  betray  the 
^^  least  sensation  of  pain. 

^^  I  dismounted,  and,  taking  his  liand,  he 
'^  pressed  mine  forcibly,  casting  his  eyes  very 
"  anxiously  towards  the  42d  regiment,  which 
^*  was  hotly  engaged ;  and  his  couniena^nce 
^*  expressed  satisfaction  when  I  informed  him* 
"  that  the  regiment  was  advancing. 

"  Assisted  by  a  soldier  6f  the  42d,  he  was 
^^  removed  a  few  yards  behind  the  shelter  of  a 
"wall.  '  . 

^  Colotiel  Graham  Balgowan '  and  Captain 
"Woodford  about  this  time  came  up;  aridj 
^^  perceiving  the  state  of  Sir  John's  wound,  in- 
'^  stantly  rode  off  for  a  surgeon. 
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''  Tb«  Uood  flowed  fiist;  but  th»  attempt 
^^  to  sti^  it  with  my  sash  was  ugeless,  from 
^^  the  mze  of  the  wound; 

^'  Sir  J(4in  fiss^nted  to  being  removed  in  a 
<«  Ijjimk^t  to  the  rear.  In  raisii^  him  for 
^f  that  purpose^  his  swordi  hang^g  on  thi^ 
'^  wounded  side,  touched  his  arm,  and  became 
'^  entangled  between  hi3  legs*.  I  perceived 
^  the  inconvenienoe,  and  was  in  the;  act  o£ 
^^  unbuckling  it  from  his  waist,  when  he  siiid, 
^^  ia  his  usual  tone  and  manner,  and  in  a  very* 
^  distinct  voice,  ^It  u  as  well  as  it  is.  1  had 
f^  rather  it  should  go  out  qfthejieidwithme/ 

<<  Here  J  feel  that  it  would  be  improper 
^^  for  nv^  pen  to  venture  to  express  the  admi- 
<^  mtion  with  which  I  am  penetrated  in  thus 
**  ^thfully  recording  this  instance  of  the  in** 
f^  vincible  fortitude,  and  military  delies^cy,  of 
^*  this  great  m^in. 

^^  H^  was  borne  by  six  soldiers  of  the  424 
^'  and  Guards,  my  ^ash  supporting  him  in  an 
^^  easy  posture.  ^ 

^^  Observing  the  resolution  and  composure  of 
^^hia  features,  I  caugtit  at  the  hope  that  L 
^*  might  be  mistaken  in  my  fears  of  th^  Wiound- 
^^  being  mortal;  aqd- remarked^  tllat  I  trusted 
**  when  the  surgeons  dressed  the  wound,  that 
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^he  woulil^  be  sparred  to  ufe^  &^d  reco^er.^-^ 
^^  Me  dlen;  turned  hta  head  rounds  SLudv  Ipf^^^ 
^^ing  stead^tly  at  the  wound  fbp  a^&w-se^ 
^^  oends,  said;  ^  iV^j.  HardiTige,  Ifeel*tha$  to 
**  be  impessible.\ 

'  ^^  L  wished  te  aocompan^  bin  to  th^pa&iy 
^^  when  he  ^d^  *  JPow  n^^rf'  noif  ^o  fi;i*&  me. 
^^  Bbportto  General  Mope  thai  I  am^wii^nndedy 
^^  and  carried  ta  the  rear.' 

^^  A  Serjeant  of  the  42dy,  and  tu^o  space  files^) 
^^  in  case  of  accident^  y^re  ordered  to  conduct* 
^^  their  hmxe  .General^  to  Corunna-;/  and  I. 
^^  hastened  to  report  to  General  Hoige. 

^^  J  ha'^ef  the  honour  to  be^  &o.  &c. 


The  tidings  of  this  disaster  were  brought  td* 
Sir  David  Baird  when  the  surgeons  were  dresfs- 
ing  his  shattered  arm,  ^He  instantly  cottT- 
manded  them  to  desist,  and  run  to.attend' on  SSr* 
John  Moore.  When  they  arrived^  and  oflfered^ 
their  assistance,  he  sai3  to  t]^em,  ^^  Tim  can 
^^  be  of  no  service  to  me^  go  to  the  soldiers^  to 
^^  whom  you  rmy  be  Useful^ 

As  the   soldiers  were  carrying  him  slowly 
along,    he  nutde  them  turn  him  rQund  fre* 
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quendy,  to  viewthe  field  of  battle,  and  to  listen 
to  the  firing ;  and  was  well  pleased  when  the 
sound  grew  fainter. 

A*  spring  waggon  bearing  Colonel  Wynch 
wounded  from  the  battle  came  up.  The 
Colonel  asked,  ^*  who'  was  in  the  blanket?" 
aria  being  told  it  was  Sir  John  Moore,  he 
wished  him  to  be  placed  in  the  waggon.  The 
,  General  asked  one  of  the  Highlanders,  whether 
he  thought  the  waggon  or  the  blanket  best ; 
who  answered^  that  the  blanket  would  not 
shake  him  so  much^  as  he  and  the  other 
soldiers  would  keep  the  step,  and  carry  him 
easy.  Sir  John  said,  ^*  I  think  so  too."  So 
they  proceeded  with  him  to  his  lodgings  in 
Corimna,  the  soldiers  shedding  tears  as  they 
went. 

In  carrying  him  through  the  passage  of  the 
house  he  saw  his  faithful  servpttit  Fran9ois,^  who 
was  stimned  at  the  spectac||k  Sir  Jphn  said 
to  bim,  smiling,  ^'My  Friend^ihis  is  nothing J^ 
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Colonel  Anderson,  for  one-and-tweniy  years 
the  friend  and  companion  in  arms  of  Sir  John 
Moore,  wtote^  the  nK)rning  following,  this  ac- 
count, while  the  circumstances  were  iresh  In 
bis  memory : 

*^  I  met  the  General,  in  the  evening  of  the 
^'  16th,  bringing  in  a  blanket  End  sashes.  ]^e 
"knew  me  immediately,  though  it  was  al- 
V  most  dark,  squeezed  me  by  the  hand,  and 
^^  said,  ^  Anderson^  don't  leave  me.' 

"  He  spoke  to  the  Surgeons  on  their  caca- 
"  inning  his  wound,  but  was  in  such  pain  he 
could  say  little. 

After  some  time,  he  seemed  very  anx- 
ious to  speak  to  me,  and  at  intervals  got 
out  as  follows ;  ^  Anderson,  you  know 
"  that  I  have  always  ivished  to  die>  this  way' 
^^  He  then  a^ed,  ^  Are  the  French  beaten  ?' 
*^  which  he  repeated  to  every  one  he  k^iew, 
"  as  they  came  in.  ^  /  hoj^e  the  People  of 
"  England  will  he  satisfied  !  —  /  hope  my 
^^  Country  will  do  me  justice!'. —  ^Ander- 
**  son^' — you  will  see  my  friends  as  3o6n  as 
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*^  you  can.— Tell  them — every. thit^.  —  Say  if# 
^^  my  mother — /  -^—  Here  his  voice  quite  fidled, 
and  he  was  excessively  agitated, — *  JSope^^ 
ffope-*^!  have  much  to  say  to  ^m^ — but-^ 
canwU^  get  it  out' — jire  Colonel  Graham-^^ 
and  all  my  Aides-de^  Camp  well  ?*  (a  private 
^^  sign  was  made  by  Colonel  Anderson  not  to 
^^  inform  him  that  Captain  Burraid  ^y  one  of 
^^  his  Aides-de-camp^  was  wounded  in  the  ac- 
tion.)—  ^  I  have  made  my  urill,  and  have 
"  reinenAered  my  servants. — Colbome  hag 
my  willy  —  and  all  my  papers.* 

Major  Colbome  then  came  into  the  room* 
^^  He  spoke   most  kindly  to  him^  and  then 
said  to  me^  ^  Anderson^  remember  you  go 
to        ^  tmd  tell  him  it  is  my  reque^^  and 
that  leaped  he  will  give  Major  Colbome  a 
lAeutenant-Colonelcy. — Me  has  been  long 
with  me^ — and  I  know  him  most  worthy  of 
it  J"     He  then  asked  Major  Colbome,  *  jf  the 
^^  trench  were  beaten^*     And,  on  being  told 
they  were  on  every  point,  he  said,  *  It 's  a 
great  satisfnctum  for  me  to  knxAtr  we  have 
"  beaten  the  French. — Is  Paget  in  the  room  ?* ' 

*  Son    of   Sir"  Harry  Burrard,    a  promising  young 
•fficet,  whodiedtwodaysafterwardsof  his  wound. 
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"  On  my  telling  him,  no;  he  said,  ^Memember 
^^  me  to  him* — It's  General  Paget  I  mean — 

he  is  a  Jine fellow. — I  feel  myself  so  strong 

— I  fear  I  shall  he  long  dying.  — It  is  gr^at 
^^  uneasiness — It  is  great  pain.— Every  thing 

Francois  says — is  right. — /  have  the  greatest 

confidence  iri  him.* 
He  thanked  the  Surgeon^  for  their  trouble. 

Captains  Percy  and  Stanhope,  two  of  his 
^*  Aides-de-camp,    then  eame  into  the    room. 

He  spoke  kindly  to  both,  and  asked  Percy  *, 

if  all  his  ^idcS'dercamp  were  well? 

^^  After  some  interval  he-  ssdd,  ^  Stanhope^-^^ 
^^  remember  me  to  your  sister  1*  He, pressed 
*^  njy  hand  close  to  his  body,  and  in  a  few  mi» 
*^  nutes^  died  without  a  stru^le,  .       . 

**  This  w^  eyery  syllable  h^  uttwed,  as  far 
^^  as  I  can  recollect,  except  asking  occasionally 
'f  to  be  placed  in  an  easier  posture. 

"  P.  Anderson,  Lieut.-Col." 

*  The  Honourable  Captain  Percy,  son  of  Lord  Be- 
rerley.  ^  '  ' 

t  The  Honourable  Captain  Slanhope,  tbkd  sen  to 
^i4  Stfnhope,  and  nephew  to  the  late  Mr.  Pitt 
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From  a  sentiment,  of  veneration  that  has 
been  felt  in  every  age,  the  corpse  of  a  man  who 
has  excited  admiration  cannot  be  neglected 
as  common  clay.  .This  impression  leads  man- 
kind sometimes  to  treat  an  inanimate  body  with 
peculiar  respect ;  and  even  to  bestow  upon  it 
imfelt  honours. 

This  was  now  the  subject  of  deliberation 
among  the  military  friends  of  Sir  John  Moore, 
who  had  survived  the  engagement ;  when  Co- 
lonel Anderson  informed  them,  that  he  had 
heard  the  General  repeatedly  declare,  "  that, 
*'  if  he  was  killed  in  battle,  he  wished  to  be 
*^  buried  where  he  had  fallen !''  General  Hop^ 
and  Coloiiel  Graham  immediately  acceded  to 
this  suggestion  :  and  it  was  determined  that 
the  body  should  be  interred  on  the  rampart  of 
the  Citadel  of  Corunna. 

At  twelve  o'clock  at  night  the  remains  of 
Sir  John  Moore  were  accordingly  carried  to  the 
Citadel  by  Colonel  Graham,  Major  Colborne, 
and  the  Aides-de-Camp,  and  deposited  in  Co- 
loneji  Graham's  quarters. 


Digitized 


by  Google 


367 

A  grave  was  dug  by  a  party  of.  the  9th  Re- 
giment, the  Aides-de-Camp  attending  by  turns. 
Np  coffin  could  be  procured,  and  the  body 
was  never  undressed,  but  wrapt  up  by  the 
Officers  of  his  Staff  in  a  military  cloak  and 
blankets.  ^ 

Towards  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning  some 
firing  was  heard.  It  was  then  resolved  to  finish 
the  interment,  lest  a  serious  attack  should  be 
made ;  on  which  the  Officers'  would  be  ordered 
away,  and  not  suffered  to  pay  the  last  duties  to 
their  General.  ' 

The  officers  of  his  family  bore  the  body  to 
the  grave ;  the  funeral  iservice  was  read  by  the 
Chaplain,  and  the  corpse  was  covered  M^iih 
earth.  * 
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Xt  is  not  for  a  Brother  to  detineate  a  chatae« 
tef  where  the  wannest  affections  were  united, 
with  such  a  grandeur  of  soul  as  to  create  a  de- 
hision  in  Bis  Family,  and  almost  to  pefisuade 
them  that  his  mind,  like  the  forms  of  Grecian 
iSGuJ^ture^  approached  to  ideal  -exceHence. 

Their  testimony  cannot  be  received.  But 
the  high  estimation  he  was  held  in  by  the 
most  celebrated  Generals  and  Statesmen  of  the 
period  in  which  he  Uved,  mark  him  *o  have 
been  An  extiraordinary  man. 

Those'  who  have  run  their  course,  but  who 
Jive  in  our  memories,  shall -alone  be  cited. 

That  eminent  soldier  Sir  Charles  Stuart  jfir^t 
remarked  the  conspicuous  valour  and  abilities 
of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Moore,  and  pointed  him 
out  to  his  Sovereign  and  his  Country. 

Sir  Ralph  Abercrombie  next  selected  him 
for  his  friend,  and  wielded  him  as  his  sword. 

Then  Marquis  Cornwallis,  when  serving  in 
Ireland,  conferred  upon  him  (though  one  of  his 
youngest  Generals)  the  most  important  com- 
mand in  his  army. 

Thus  did  three  of  the  greatest  British  Ge- 
nerals of  the  age  intrust  Sir  John  Moore  to 


Digitized 


by  Google 


achieve  tho^e  enterprises  which  d^nlanded  the 
most  daring  resolution  and  consummate  military 
knowledge ;  and,  by  an  uninjterrupted  train  of 
success/  he  surpassed  their  expectations. 

He  never  courted  Ministers,  nor  sought  for 
pre^^eminence  by  mean  solicitations.  But  whetj^ 
sent  for,  or  employed  by  them,  he  behaved, 
with  the  deference  due  to  their  station,  and 
eicpressed  his  opinions  with  the  candour  that 
was  becoming  himself. ' 

•  '  Mr.  Pitt  was  struck  with  his  actions,  and  so^ 
licited  his  acquaintance.  The  esteem  which  he 
hud  pre^conceived  augmented  in  proportion  to 
the  intimacy  that  was  formed.  He  consulted 
him  on  Military  aiiairs,  and  on  several  inqportant 
occasions  yielded  to  hisjud^nent.  This  con- 
fidential intercourse  continued  till  the  death  of 
that  statesman.  Had  he  lived,  and  still  conti- 
nued to  superintend  the  Councils  of  Govern- 
ment, the  reasons  which  drew  forth  this 
work  never  could  have  existed ;  for  his  conduct 
towards  the  Naval  and  Military  Commanders  of 
whom  he  made  choice,  was  always  just  and  noble^ 

During  the  short  time  Mr.  Fox  vi^s  Minister, 
he  likewise  expressed,  in-  his  eneigetic  manner, 
ihe  highest  consideration  for  this  General. 

When  it  was  in  agitation  to  appoint  hiu 
*  B  B 
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Comniaiider  in  Chief  in  India,  Mr.  Fox  sent 
for  him ;  and  with  characteristic  frankn^s  told 
him,  "  he  could  not  give  his  consent :  that  it 
"  was  impossible  for  him,  in  tlie.  state  in  which 
**  Europe  ihen  was,  to  send  to  such  a.  distance 
**  a  General  ia  whom  he  had  suth  entire  cooH^ 
« dence."  :  . 

Mr.  Fox  did  not  survive  longr  but  those 
distinguished  Noblebxen  and  Comindiiers  who 
belonged  to  thp-t  admiiiistration,  or  who  were , 
politically  attached  to  that  Minister,  haveetnu- 
lously  and  m.ost  efoquentiy  exerted  theikibelves, 
diat  due  honours  mi^t  be  piiid  to  the  noemory 
;of  ithe  chosen  General  of  Mr.  Ktt, 

Such  was  the  impressiom  made  on  the  minds 
of  tlrcse  consummate  judges  of  mankind  by  Sir 
John  Moore;  who  also  extorted  from  the 
French  Generals,  ever  sparing  in  their  com- 
mendations of  British  Officers^  equal  admira- 
ticHi. 

The  disappointment  he  had  made  them  suf- 
fer, his  miasterly  movements  during  the  retreat, 
and  the  excellent  position' taken  in  front  of 
Corunna,  were  frequent  subjects  'Of  conversa- 
tion with  their  prisoner  and  guest  Msyor  Na- 
pier. This  Officer  was  treated  with  a  genero- 
sity quite  unusual  during  this  wto :  and,  as  soon 
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.  as  he  was  cured,  h£  was  sent  to  England  on  his 
parole,  together  with  the  wounded  .soldiers 
ivho  had  been  left  on  the  field,  and  s^uchof  tl^e 
wom^n  and  children  as  had  remained  bel^i^Nl. 

Besides  showing  these  extraordinary  marks 
of  respect  to  the  British  army^  the  Duke  of 
Dalmatia,  before  he  left  Cortinna,  gave  orders 
to  Mr.  Fourcroy,  the  French  Consul,  to  erect 
a  coram^mprating  stone  on  the  spot  wlft?i;«  Sir 
John  Moore  fell,  to  testify  the  high  Estimation 
he  was  held  ip  by  his  Enemies.  But  this  -de- 
.  sigp  W£^s  frustrated  by  the  Freppji  bfiiijg  soon 
obliged  to  evacuate  the  town.  The  Marquis  of 
Ron^n£^,  then  excited  by  similai-  sentiments, 
raided  up  on  the  fi^  of  battle  of  Coninna  a 
Monument  to  the  British  General, 

TT^e  guardi?Ln  solicitude  with  which  the'King 
watches  over  the  honour  and  interest  of  his 
Army,  has  been  conspicuous  through  th^  whole 
of  his  reign.  Moore  was  an  OflScer  whom  His. 
Majesty  noticed  early,  and  qherished  constantly; 
and  when  he  was  assailed  by  powerful  under- 
mining intrigues,  ever  afforded  him  his  Boyal 
Protection!  .  •* 

The.  ungenerous  jpersecution  continues  beyond 
thie  Grave  :  bi^t  his  Sovereign  b^^aila.  hi^  death 
with  deep  sorrow ;  d^nds  hi3  Fam^,  iiSfhi^k  he 
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valued  above  life ;  and  holds  lum  up  by  proda* 
mation  as  an  example  to  the  British  armya  For 
as  soon  as  the  troops  returned  from  Spain,  "^ 
following  address  was  promulgated. 


^'  General  Oiudsbs. 


k 


*^  The  benefits  derived  to  an  army 
^^  from  the  example  of  a  distinguished  Com* 
^^  mander  do  not  terminate  at  his  death ;  his 
**  virtues  live  in  the  recollection  of  his  associ- 
^^  ates,  and  his  fame  remains  the  strongest  in- 
^^  centive  to  great  and  glorious  actions. 

"  In  this  view,  the  Commander  in  Chief, 
<^  amidst  the  deep  and  universal  regret  which 
^^  thjB  death  of  Lieutenant-General  Sir  John 
^'  Moore  has  occasioned,  recalls  to  the  troops 
*^  the  Military  career  of  that  illustrious  Ofl&ceF 
*^  for  their  instruction  and  imitation. 

^^  Sir  John  Moor^,  from  his  youth,  embraced 
**  the  profession  with  the  feelings  and  sentiments 
of  a  soldier;  he  felt,  that  a  perfect  know- 
ledge, and  an  exact  performance  of  the  hum* 
^^  ble,  but  important  duties  of  a  Subaltern  Offi- 
^^  cer  are  the  best  foundations  for  subsequent 
^^  MSKlsiry  fame ;  and  his  ardent  mind,  while 
^^  it  l66k^  forward  to  those  brilliant  achieve- 
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^^  ments  for  which  it  was  formed^  applied  itself 
^^  with  energy  and  exemplary  assiduity  to  the 
*^  duties  of  that  station. 

"  In  the  school  of  regimental  duty,  he  ob- 
^^  tained  that  correct  knowledge  of  his  proies«^ 
^^'  sion  so  essential  to  the  proper  direction  of  the 
^^  gallant  spirit  of  the  soldier ;  and  he  was  c^- 
^^  abled  to  establish  a  characteristic  order  and 
"  regularity  of  conduct,  because  the  troops  found 
^^  in  their  leader  a  striking  example  of  the  dis- 
^^  cipline  which  he  enforced  on  others. 

^^  Haying  risen  to  command,  he  signalized 
^^  his  name  in  the  West  Indies,  in  Holland, 
**  and  in  Egypt  *.  The  unremitting  attention 
'^  with  which  he  devoted  himself  to  the  duties 
**  of  every  braQch  of  his  profession  obtained  him 
*'  the  confidence  of  Sir  Balph  Abercrombie ; 
.^'  and  he  became  the  companion  in  arms  of 
"  that  illustrious  Officer,  who  fell  at  the  head 

*  In  enumerating  the  scenes  where  Sir  John  Moore 
conspicuously  distinguished  himseir,  Corsica  and  Ireland 
have  been  forgotten, 

,^  In  jCorsica  he  stormed  the  CcKivention  Fort,  and  the 
.outworks  of  Calvi,  which  was  followed  by  the  conquest 
of  the  Island. 

In  Ireland  he  gained  the  battle  of  Wexford,  which 
was  the  prelude  to  the  suppression  of  the  Rebellion. 
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^f  of  his  Tictofioas  troops,  in  an  actibn  which 
^*:'i3[iaintained  our  national  iuperiority  ever  thfe 
"  arms  of  ^France.  ^    ' 

'*^  Thus  Sir  John  Moore  at  an  warily '  jleriod 
1/.  obtained,  .  with    general   approbation,    thaft 
^/  fodn^pieuoas  station  in  which  he  glorkmsly 
^/  tero^inated  his  iiseful  and  honourable  life, 
la  a. Military  character,  obtained 'amidsrt 

the.  dangers  of  climate,  the  privations  ihciderit 
^^  tp .  j^ervice,  and  the  bufferings  of  repearted 
"  wounds,  it  is  difficult  to  select  any  one  ftoiilt 
.^^as  aipreferable  subject  for  praise  :  it  e^^Hibits, 
^^  ho^^y^Vy  one  feature  so  particularly  <»h^ac- 
^t^.teristic  of  the  man,  and  so  Important  to  the 
^^beSt  inter^ests  of  the  service,  that  the  Com- 
^^  Wdnder  ih  Chief  is  pleased  to  mark  it  with 
^^  his  peculilat  approbation, 

.:^1 'The 'life  of  Sir  John  Moore  was  speilt 
^^  among  tlte:  troops. 

"  During  the  season  of  repose,  his  time  was 
*^  devoted  to  ^he  care  and  instruction  of  the 
*^  Officer  and  Sdldier ;  in  war,  he  courted  ser- 
^^  vice  in  eveiy  quarter  of  the  globe,  Regard- 
"lesi^^  of 'personal  cohsideratibhs,  he  esteemed 
*^  that '  to  which  his  Country  called  him  the 
"  post  of  hoaourj/axid  by  his  ^♦ndaunt^d  $prit. 
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^^  and  unconquerable  perseverance^  he  pointed 


the  way  to  victory. 

His  Country^  th§  ^hj^ct  of.)iis  late3t^oli-* 

"  citude,  will  rear  a  Monument  to  his  lamented 
memory ;  and  the  Commander  in  Chief  feels 
he  is  paying  the  best  tribute  to  his  fame^  by 
thus  holding  him  forth  as  an  example  to  the 

''  Ai»y.  •/,...  -     .  -,..     ...  J. 

^^  By  order  of  his  Royal  Highness  the  Com- 

•*  nlonder  in  Chief,  ' 

Harry  Calveut,  Adj^Oeh. 


4^ 


I  ^^fforst  Guards,  fkk  l,  1809/ 
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XfONDQN  GaZBTTB  EjlTRAORDINARY. 


JDotvning  Street y  Janmry  24,  18Q9. 

The  Honourable  Captain  Hope  arrived  late 
last  night,  with  a  Dispatch  from  Lieutenant-^ 
General  Sir  David  Baird  to  Lord  Viscount 
Casdereagh,  one  of  His  Majesty's  Principal 
Secretaries  of  State,  of  which  the  fbllq^iviQ^  is 
a  Copy. 

Hut  Majesty  s  Ship  Ftlle  tU  Puris^ 
^^  MY  LORD,  at  Sea,  January  IS,  1809. 

"  By  the  much*lamented  death  of 
^^  Lieutenant-General  Sir  John  Moore,  who 
^^  fell  in  action  with  the  Enemy  on  the  16th 
^^  instant,  it  has  become  my  duty  to  acquaint 
^^  your  Lordship^  that  the  French  army  attacked 
^^  the  British  troops  in  thfe  position  they  occu- 
"  pied  in  front  of  Corunna,  at  about  two  o'clock 
"  in  the  afi;ernoon  of  that  day* 

"  A  severe  wound,  which  compelled  me  to 
^*  quit  the  field  a  short  time  previous  to  th^  fall 
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'^^  of  Sir  John  Moore^  obliges  me  to  refer  your 
^^  Xtf^c^hip  for  the  particulars^  of  the  action^ 
^^  which  was  long  and  obstinately  contested,  to 
^^  the  iudosed  report  of  lieiitenant-General 
^VHope,  who  succeeded  to  the  oomnutnd  of  the 
V  army,  and  to  whose  ability  and  exertions  in 
^^  direction  of  the  ardent  zeal  and  unconquera- 
**  We  vklpur  of  His  Majesty's  troops,  is  to  be 
^^  attributed,  under  Provid^nkje,  the  success  c^ 
^^  the  day,  which  terminated  in  the,  complete 
'^  and  entire  repulse  and  defeat  of  the  !|^nemy 
at  every  point  of  attack. 

The    Honourable   Cafitain    Gordon,    my 
^^.  Aide-de-Camp,  will  have  the  honour  of  deli-  . 
^^.  vering  diis  dispatch,  and  will  be  able  to  ^ve 
^^  your  Lordship  any  further  infonnation  which 
4^  may  be  required. 

^^  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
.     .  ,  ^^  D.  Baibo,  Iiieut'^Gen. 

^^  Big^  Hon.  Xiord  Viscount  Castlercagh/^ 
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'    '  ^  ffti  Majesty  s  ^Sktp  AHiaciffks^  ^ff  Gnmrtna, 
."sir,         [.  Jknuaryl^,  ISOa.     :i     , 

**  timed  in  joilt-  coiaiftuHieM^Wft  »df  yestet^ig^,  1' 
^  ^yitH  myself  -6^  ijle  @irst  mem^irt'I  ka«$  tjeen 
^  ,«Me  *o  ^cHrnnaiKi,^  te  detail  4b  you  Ae  ocxmr- 
^*  Tc»ces  o#  tke  acJtioH  is^l^ich  took  pkce  in  hont 
^  ^of  Comniifei  -on  -tbe  iBih,  im^t&t.  • 

^^  It  wiH'be«ifa  yeur  i^iJdleotionV  that  skiont 
^  GBte  in  *fhe  rfftem^©!!  4tf  lJi4t  jiay  *he  £]lemy, 
*^  who  had  in  the  mepmng  receive4  reiflforoe- 
^*ieilts,  ani  Who^had  placed  eome  ^guns  in 
***front  df  •#!«  right  anil^'left  i^fkm  Sne,  was 
*^  cfeserv^d  ttf%e  ^lao vwag  r  trcreps  towao^  (lik  feft 
^  fiank^  a»d'^m^g  ^fai^eixs^ed^rans^  attack 
^^  at  that  extremity  of  the  ^to^n^lg  tanfl  com- 
^'  mandifig  poi^itidri  tVhicb  -eh  the  Moming  of 
**  <he  15th 'he  had  'ts^n-ki  our  immediate  front. 

*^  This  indicdtW  oilih  In^ntion >i;i^ >iq;ime« 
^*  diately  succeeded  by  the  rapid  and  detennined 
**  attack  which  he  made  upon  your  division 
^*  which  occupied  the  right  of  our  position. 
*^  The  events  which  occurred  during  that  period 
**  of  the  action  you  are  fully  acquainted  with, 
*^  The  first  effort  of  the  Enemy  was  met  by  the 
**  Commander  of  the  Forces,  and  by  yourself. 
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"  aft^e  h€tA  of  the  42Hd  regiment,  auMl  ^Am 
**  bi%«(de  un^t  M^or-O^^ml  Lord  William 
"iBehtinck. 

"  llie  village  on  yotir  right  became  aii  ^b- 
^^  jfeot  of  obstinate  edntest. 

^^  I  lament  to  «ay,  thsEt  soon  aftet  the  severe 
*^  i^dnrtd  which  flefprived  the  army  ^f  youT'tet- 
"  vices,  Lieutenant-General  Sir  Johni  MoOTfe, 
**  who  had  just  dJre^Cte^  thfe  toost  aMe  ^ispo- 
^^  isition,  fell  by  a  cannon  shdt.  The  troo|)S, 
^^  though  not  tftiacquainted  With  the  irr6pata- 
'*  ble  loss  they  had  siMliined,  were  tKift  dis- 
*^^  'msilyed,  bilt  by  the  most  dfetfe^miti^d  bravery 
^*  not  only  repelled  every  attempt  of  the  ^lEhiemy 
^*  to  gain  ground,  but  acfttolly  fojreed  him  tb  te- 
^*»tire,  although  hehad  b!-oughtup'freshtrt)opi 
*^  in  suppdrt  of  those  originally  engaged. 

^^  The  Enemy,  finding  himself  foiled  in  ^^tf 
"  attempt  to  force  the  right  of  the  position, 
*^  endfedvoui^ed  by  numbers  to  turn  it.  A  judi- 
^^  cious  and  well-timed  movement  Which  wa& 
^^^tntideby  Major-Genferdi  Pag^t;  with  the  te- 
^^  tserve,  which  corps  had  moved  out  of 'its  can- 
^^  tonments  to  support  the  right 'df  the  arthy*, 
^^'by  a  vigrtroUs  attack,  defeated  this  iiitentibn. 
^  The  Majoir-Gdneral,  having  pushed  forwaffi 
<^  the  96th  (rifle  corp)  and  l«t  batteJioh  52d 
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^^  regiments,  drove  the  Enemy  b^ore  him;  and 
^'  in  his  rapid  and  judicious  advance,  thrtefened 
^^  the  left  of  ihe  Enemy's  position.  This  cir- 
f<  cumstance,  with  the  position  of  Lieutenant* 
^^  General  Eraser's  division,  (calculated  to  give 
f/  still  further  security  to  the  right  of  the  line) 
^  induced  the  Enemy  to  relax  his  efforts  in  that 
'^  quarter* 

^^  They  were  however  more  forcibly  directed 
f^  towards  the  centre,  where  they  were  again 
f^  successfully  resisted  by  the  brigade  under 
f^  Major-^General  Manningham,  forming  the 
^^  left  of  yom*  division,  and  a  part  of  titeit  un4er 
^^  Major-Gren^ul  Leith,  forming  the  right  of 
f^  the  division  under  my  orders.  Upon  the  left^ 
."  the  Enemy  at  first  tsontented  himself  with  an 
*^  attack  upon  our  pic][uets,  which  however  in 
^^  generd.1  maintained  their  ground,  finding 
f*  however  his  efforts  unavailing  on  the  right 
f^  and  centre,  he  seemed  determined  to  render 
^^  the  attack  upon  the  left  more  serious,  and;had 
f^  succeeded  in  obtaining  possession  of  the  vil- 
/^  lage  through  which  the  great  road  to  Madrid 
y  parses,  and  which  was  situated  in  front  of  that 
"  part  of  the  line.  From  this  post,  however, 
<<  he  was  sopn  expelled,  with  considerable  loss, 
^^'  by  ^  gallant  attack  of  some  companies  of  the 
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^\  2nd  battalion  14th  regiment,  under  Lxeii* 
^  tenant^Cblbnfl  "NichoUs.  Before  five  in  the 
**  evening,  We  had  not  only  successfully  repelled 
*^  every  attack  made  upon  the  position^  but  ha3 
^^  gained  ground  in  almost  all  points,  and  occu- 
**  pied  a  more  forward  line  than  at  the  com^ 
^*  mencement  of  the  action,  whilst  tfie  Et^^^y 
<f  confined  his  operations  to  a  cannonade^  and 
**  the  fire  of  his  light  troops,  witK  a  view  to 
^^  draw  off  his  other  9orps.  At  six  the  firing 
*^  ceased.  The  different  brigades  were  re^-» 
"  SQmbled  on  the  ground  they  occupied  in  tfie 
*^  morning,  and  the  piquets  and  ^.dvanced  posits 
resumed  their  original  stations. 

Notwithstatiding  the  decided  and  marked 
superiority  which  at  this  moment  the  gallan* 
try  of  the  ttoops  had  given  them,  over  an* 
Enemy,  who,'  ftom  his  numbers  and  the  com«» 


^^  manding  adyanta^s  of  his  position,  no  doufail 
^^  expected  an  easy  victory,  I  did  not,  on  rel* 

€€ 
€6 


viewing  all  circuidslances,  conceive  that  1 
should  be  warranted  in  departing  from  what 
^^  I  knew  was  the  fixed  and  previous  determina-* 
*^  tion  of  the  late  Commander  of  the  Forces,  to 
^'  withdraw  the  army  on  the  evening  of  Ihe  16th, 
^^  for  the  purpose  of  embarkation,  the  previous 
^'arrangements  for  which  had  alrea^  beesi 
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^^  made  by  his  order,  and  were  m  fact  far  ad- 
*^  vanced  at  the  commencement  of  the  action* 
^^  The  troops  quitted  their  position  about  ten  at 
.**  night, ;  widi  a  degree  of  order  that  did  them 
*^  credit.  The  whok  of  the  artillery  that  re* 
^^  mained  unembarked,  having  been  withdrawn, 
^^  the  troops  followed  in  the  ofder  prescribed, 
^^  and  marched  to  their  respective  points  of 
^^  embarkation  in  the  town  and  neighbourhood 
*^  of  Corunna.  The  piquets  remained  at  their 
posts  until  five  on  the  morning  of  the  17th, 
when  they  were  also  withdrawn  with  similar 
^^  orders,  and  without  the  Enemy  having  dia- 
"  covered  the  pipvement. 

^^  By  the  uiuremitted  exertions  of  Captains 
f^  the  Honourable  H.  Curzon,  Gosselin,  Boys, 
^*  Rainier,  Serret,  Hawkins,  Digby,  Garden, 
^^  and  Miackenzie,  pf  the  Royal  Navy,  whp,  in 
pursuance  of  the  orders  of  Rear-Adtniral  De 
Coprcy,  were  entrusted  with  the  service  oi 
embarking  the  army;  and  in  consequence  of 
the  arrangements  made  by  Commissioner 
Bpwen,  Captain^  Bowen  and  Shepherd,  and 
*^  the  other  Agents  for  Tra^spprtSi  th^  whole 
^^  of  the  af  my  w^  embarked  with  an  ^xpedi-^ 
^^  i^jx  which  has  seldom  be^n  eqi;^^d.  With 
^^  the  jexcieptipiQ  of  )the  Brigades  under  Major- 
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I  .  ■  * 

"  Generals  Hill,  and  Beresfprdj,  which  were 
^f  destined  to  remain  on  shore  until  the  move.- 
"  ments  oi  the  Enemy  shojild  become  manifest, 
"  the  whole  was  afloat  before  day-light. 

^^  The  brigade  of  Major-General  Beresford, 
"  which  was  alternately  to  form  our  rear-guard, 
/^  occupied  the  land  front  of  the  town  of  Co.^ 
^^xunna;  that  under  Major-General  Hill  wa»^ 
/^  stationed  in  reserve  on  the  Pjromontory  in  rear 
^*  of  the  town. 

*^  The  Enemy  pushed  his  light  troops  to^* 
*^  wards  the  town  soon  after  eight  o'dock  in 
^^  the  morning  of  the  l^th,  and  shordy  after 
"  occupied  the  heights  of  St.  Lucia,  which  com*- 
^^  mand  the  harbour.  But,  notwithstanding 
^^  this  circumstance,  and  the  manifold  defects 
^^  of  the  place ;  there  being  no  apprehension 
^^  that  the  rear-guard  could  be  forced,  and  the 
^^  disposition  of  the  Spaniards  appearing  to  be 
"  good,  the  embarkation  of  Major-General 
*'  Hill's  l»igade  Was  commenced  and  completed , 
^^  by  three  in  the  afternoon  ^  M^pr-G^neral 
"  Beresford,  with  that  zeal  and  abflity  which 
^^  is  so  well  known  to  yourself  fsiod  the  whole 
^^  army,  having  fuUy  explained,  to  the  satis^ 
^^  faction  of  the  Spanish  Governor,  ihe  nature 

of  our  movement,  and  having  made  every 
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**  previous  arrangement,  wittidrfew  his  carps 
"  from  the  land-front  of  the  town  soon  after 
"  dark,  and  was,  with  all  the  wounded  diat 
^*  had  not  been  pfeviously  moved,  embarked 
"  before  oiie  this  morning. 

"  Circumstandes  forbid  us  to  indulge  the  hope, 
^^  that  the  victory  with  which  it  has  pleased 
*^  Providence  to  crown  the  efforts  of  the  army, 
^*  can  be  attended  with  any  very  brilliant  conse- 
*^  quences  to  Great  Britain.  It  is  clouded  by 
**  the  loss  of  one  of  her  best  Soldiers.  It  has 
^^  been  achieved  at  the  termination  of  a  long 
•'  and  harassing  service.  The  superior  num- 
•^  hers,  and  advantageous  position  of  theEnemy, 
^^  not  less  than  the  actual  situation  of  this  army, 
did  not  admit  of  any  advantage  being  reaped 
from  success.  It  must  be  however  to  you,  to 
**'  the  army,^  and  to  our  Country,  the  sweetest 
*^  reflection,  that  the  lustre  of  the  British  arms 
^*  has  been  maintained  amidst  many  disadvan- 
**  tageous  circumstances.  The  army,  which 
*^  had  entered  Spain  amidst  the  fairest  pro- 
*^  spects,  had  no  sooner  completed  its  junction, 
*^  than,  owing  to  the  multiplied  disasters  that 
*^  dispersed  the  native  armies  aromid  us,  it  was 
**  left  to  its  own  resources.  The  adyance  of  the 
<^  Bntish  corps  from  the  Duero  afforded  the 
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^^  best  hope  lliat  the  Sputli  of  Spain  piigl^t  \f0 
^*  relieved ;  but  this  generous  eJIbrt  to  save  the 
"  unfortunate  people  ajbsp  ^o^ed  the  En^my 
the  opportunity  of  directing  eyery  effort  of  his 
numerous  troops,  and  con^Atra.tipg  all  his 
prinqipal  resources*^  for  tl)ie  destruction  of  th^ 
^*  only  iregular  force  in  the  North  of  Spaii^*    . 

"  You  are  well  aware  H^th  vh^t  diligenoe 
^^  this  system  has  been  pursued. 

"  These  circumstances  produq^  the  i^ecea- 

^*  s^ty  of  rapid  and  harassing  mar^hi^i,  which 

^^  had  diminished  th^  numbei^  i^lm^^^^  the 

f  jstrength,  and  impaire4  t)i6  e^uipi^ent  pf  the 

army.     Notwithstanding.,  all  thpse  dif ad,van* 

tages,  and  those  more  impciediatejiy.atb^ 

to  a  defensive  ppsi^iqin,  which  the  impmpu3 

necei^ity  pf  covering  the  harbour  of  Cprunna 

^^  for  a  tii^e.  had^  rendered  indispensable,  tp  ^t&- 

"  sume,  the  native  and  i^n^aunted  yalpuf  of 

/^  British  troops  was  never  more  cpnjspicuqua^ 

*^  and  must  have  exceeckd  what  eve^]^  jj^jq;  Qwn 

"  experience  of  that  invaluable  quaKty^  sp  w\^^ 

.^*  rent  in  the^,  may  have  taught  yon  to  ^^pect. 

f'  When  ^very  one  that  had  an   pppo^tyj^ity 

/^  seemed  to  vi^  in  improying  it^  it  is  ^jf^P^ult 

/^  for  me,  in  making  this  report^^  to  sel^f^^  paav 

^*  ticular  in5tance3  for  yoi^ir  approbf^tipn*  i:T^ 
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^^  corps  chiefly  engaged  were  the  brigades  tinder 
*<  Major-Generals  Lbrd  William' Ben tihck,  and 
^^  Manningham  dnd  XeltK ;  ^  and  the  brigade  of 
"  Guards  under  Major-General  Warde. 

*^  To  these   officers,   and  the*  troops  nrider 
*^  their  immediate  orders,  the  gt-eatest  jiraise  is 
*^^d\ie-     Major-General  Hill  and  Colonel  Catlin 
"  CS^uford,  with  their  brigades  on  the  left  of 
^^  the  position;*  ably  supported  their  advanced 
^*  posts.     The  brunt  of  the  action  fell  upon  the 
^*4th,  42*,  50th,  and  81st   regimeritk,  with 
'^  parts  of  the  brigade  of  Guards,  aiid  the  26th 
*^  regiment.     From  Lieutenslnt-Colbnel  Mur- 
"♦^  ray,  Quarter-Master-General,  and  the  Officers 
*^  of  the  General  Staff,  I  received  the  most 
^^  marked  assistance.  '  I  had  reason  to  regret, 
**  that  the  illness  of  Brigadier-Genteral  Clinton, 
^'Adjutant-General,  deprived  me   of  his  aid. 
*'  I  wais  indebted  to  Brigadier-General  Slade 
^^  during  the  action,  for  a  zealous  off^r  of  his 
"  personal  services,  although  the  cavalry  w^ere 
"  embarked. 

"  The  gi'eater  p^rt  of  the  fleet  having  gone 
*''to  sea  yesterday  evening,  the  whole  being 
^*' under  weigh,  and  the  corps  in  tiie  ombarka- 
^^  tion  necessarily  much  mixed  on  board,  it  is 
^  inipossible  at  present  to  lay  before  you  a  re- 
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1^^  tiiYn'ot  qnr  casualties:  "I  lioJ>e  the  loss  ii^ 
^^  numbers  is  not  s6  consJderable  as  might  have 
*f  been  expected  If  I  was  obliged  to  fcwrm  a;n 
*^  estimate,  I  should  say,  thai  Ibelieve  it  did 
-*^  riot  exceed  in  killed  and  wounded  i^rom  seven 
^^  to  eight  hundred  ;  dbat  of  the  Enemy  must 
^^  reinaixi  unknown,  but  many  cirtumdtances 
induce  me  to  rate  it  at  nearly  double  the 
**  above  number.  We  have  some  prisoners, 
ff  but  i  have  not  been  able  to  bbtaiii  an  ac^ 
^*  count  of  the  number ;  it  is  not^  however, 
'^  considerable.  Several  OflScers  jof  rank  have 
**  fallen  or  been  wounded^^  among  whoiii  1  am 
^^  only  at  present  enaMed  to  state  the  names  of 
"  Lieut.^Col;  Napier,  92d  regimetit,  Majors 
^*  NapietandBtanhope,  5t)th  regiment,  killed; 
^^  Lieut.-CoL  Winch,  4th  regiment,  Lieut.-Col. 
Maxwell,  26th  re^m^nt,  Lieut.-Col.  Fane, 
S9th  regiment,  Lieut.-CoL  Griffitli,  guards, 
Majors  Miller  and  Williams,  81st  regiment, 
^^  wounded^ 

**  To  you,  who  are  well  acquainted  with  the 
^^  ^xcelltent  qualities  of  Lieutenant-General  Sir 
"  John  Moore,  I  need  not  expatiate  on  the 
"  loss  the  army  and  his  Country  have  sustained 
by  his  death.  His  fall  has  deprived  me  of  a 
valuable  friend,  to  whom  long  experience  of 
his  worth  had  sincerely  attached  me.     But  it 
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^^  is  chiefly  oa  public  grounds  th^t  I  must  la* 
"  ment  the  blow.  It  will  be  the  consplatiOT 
"  of  every  one  whp  love4  or  respected  hii^  m^y 
^^  character,  that,  after  conductip^  the  jmny 
*^  through  an  arduous  retreiit  yj^h  cxm^^sffff^ 
^^  firmness^  he  has  terxQinated  ^  career  of  dis- 
^'  tinguished  honour  by  a  d^th  tha^  \^  g^ven 
^'  the  Enemy  additional  reason  to  respect  the 
*^  name  of  a  Bdtish  l^oldier.  filiie  tl^e  im- 
^^  mortal  Wo^f^»  her  is  spatdied  fv4^  hip  Cqun- 
<^  try  at  an  early  period  of  a  life  sp^t  in  her 
*V service;  like  Wolfe,  }us  last  moments  were 
^^  gilded  by  th^  prospect  of  s^ccess^  ai^d  cheered 
"  by  the  acclamation  pf  victory;  li^e  l^olfe 
^^  also,  his  memory  will  for  ever  xeiQ^  f^<7ed 
"  in  that  Country  which  he  sincerely  loyed,  and 
^^  which  he  had  so  i^ithfully  served, 

*^  It  remains  for  me  only  to  express  ipjiy  hope, 
that  you  will  speedily  be  restoj^ed  to  ^he  ser- 
vice of  your  Country,  and  to  laipent  the  un- 
fortunate circumstance  that  removed  you  from 
your  station  in  the  field,  and  threw  the  mo- 
^'  mentary  command  into  far  less  able  hands* 
"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

^*  John  Hopi^  Lieut -Gkn> 
**  To  lAeute7iant' General  Sir  J)avid  Baird^ 
§c.  §c.  §c/' 
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From  Lord  Castlereoigh  to  Sir  John  Moore, 
K.B.  ^c.  ^x.  ^c. 

Downing  Street,  Z6th  Septembet,  180a 

'  His  Majesty  having  determined  to 
"employ  a  corps  of  his  troops,  of  not  less  than 
30,000  infetttry  and  5,000  cavalry,  in  the  North 
of  Spain^  to  coK>perate  with  the  Spanish  armies  in 
the  expulsiop  of  the  French  from  that  kingdom^ 
has  been  graciously  pleased  to  entrust  to  you  the 
Command  in  Chief  of  this  Force, 

ITie  Officer  commanding  His  Majesty^s  forces  i^ 
jPoitugal  is  directed  to  detach^  under  your  orden^ 
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a  corps  of  20,000  infantry,  together  with  tlie 
Eighteenth  and  King's  German  Regiment  of  Light 
Dragoons,  now  at  Lisbon,  and  a  due  proportion  of 
artillery ;  to  be  joined  by  a  corps  of  above  10,00O 
men  which  are  now  assembling  at  Falmouth ;  the 
detail  of  which  you  will  receive  herewith  enclosed. 

The  Cavalry  will  be  sent  from  heace,  upon  the 
return  of  the  horse-transports  from  the  Tagus, 
some  time  since  ordered  ;  and  it  may  be  expected 
to  arrive  before  the  rest  of  tlie  corps  can  be  as- 
sembled and  equipped  to  take  the  field; 

It  has  been  determined  to  assemble  this  force  in 
tlie  North  of  Spain,  as  the  quarter  where  they  can 
be  most  speedily  brought  together,  and  that  to 
which  the  exertions  of  the  Enemy^appear  at  present 
to  be  principally  directed. 

As  it  will  require  considerable  arrangements  be- 
fore a  force  of  this  magnitude  can  be  enabled  to 
take  the  field,  and  as  it  is  not  deemed  advisable 
that  it  should  be  partially  committed  against  the 
Enemy j  before  the  whole  can  be  assembled  and 
rendered  completely  moveable,  it  has  beeh  tKa^gbt' 
prudent  to  send  that  part  of  this  army  which  is  to 
proceed  from  hence  to  Corunna,  rather  than  to  dis- 
fembark  any  part  of  it,  in  the  first  instance,  at  any 
position  more  advanced  towards  the  Enemy. 

It  will  be  for  you  to  consider  on.  what  points  in 
Gallicia,  pr  on  tlie  borders  of  Leon,  the  troops  c^n 
be  most  advantageously  assembled  ^nd  equif^ped 
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for  service,  from  wlience  they  may  move  forward 
as  early,  as  ^circumstances  shall  permit;  and  it  is 
left:  to  your  judgment  to.  decide  whether  the  whole 
of  the  infantry  and  artillery  shall  be.  transported 
ifom' Lisbon  by  sea  to  Corunna,  or  whether  a  pro- 
portion shall  be  marched  through  Portugal  td  that 
destination. 

The  Cavalry  you  will  of  course  direct  to  mave  by 
knd;^  and  if  the  horses  for  the  artillery  can  talce 
the  same  route,  so  as  to  admit  of  the  whole  of  the 
hoitse-^transports  being  returned  to  .England,  it  will 
tend  miich  to  accelerate  the  arrival  of  the  cavalry 
from  hence. 

It  will  be  necessary  to  concert  with  the  Commis** 
sary  Gmieral  (Mr  Erskine),  who  will  be  attached 
to  the  service  of  your  army,  .the  best  means  of  as- 
aembltng  an  adequate  supply  of  horses  and  mules 
for  renderitig  yo«ir  army  moveable.  >  And.  that  this 
may  be  eflfected  ^inh  more  dispatch,  it  ms^y  be  ad- 
jrisable  to;  draw  your  supplies  from  di^n^t  parbsi 
•of  Spain,  and  not  altogether  to  depend  upon  Gal- 
licia;  which  has  been -considerably  drained  of  its 
TesMToes  by  the  equipment  of  General  -Blake's, 
army. 

A  Deputy  Commissary  (Mr.  Assiotti)  has  been 
dispatch^  with  Colonel  Hamilton  of  the  Waggon- 
train  into  the,  Asturias,  to  procure  sui^b  horses  and 
mules  as  that  Country  can  furnish ;  and  he  is  di^ 
jpected  to  report  the  progress  of  his  purchases  to  ; 
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jroo*  When  you  have  ascertuAed  the  atunber  of 
draft-catde  of  different  descriptions  that  ydu  wiH 
require  for  rendering  y<mr  army  ihoreaMe  (vMlA 
you  will  feel  it  important  to  restrict  wtthib  the  n^ 
rowest  compafiSy  consistent  with  tbd  eflioietieyr  tif 
your  corps),  you  will  be  enabled  to  reguhit^tfae 
purchases  made  by  the  several  agents ;  and  sbouU 
you  deem  it  necessary  to  procure  the  support  of  His 
Miyesly^s  Minister  \Mt.  Frere),  who  is  now  ^o<^ 
ceeding  to  the  Central  Goir^timent,  to  feoilitefe 
these  purchases^  you  will  address  ytmrself  to  hhaik 
on  this  subject;  or  to  any  of  His  Majesty's  Ctril 
or  Military  agents  now  employed  in  the«ras{>eetivt 
provinces  of  Spain.  m  .     ' 

lintlose  fot  your  information  a  stat^moet  0f  the 
various  equipments  which  have  proceeded  widi  the 
respective  corps  now  cm  service  in  Pbrti^l,  ithsdi^ 
subject  to  the  waste  that  has  since  taken  pUo^  wifl 
-enable  you  to  judge  of  1he  meam  immeflEatefy 
within  your  reach,  for  the  equipment  of  yolir  lurosy. 

I  also  send  a  similar  statem^t  mth  respect  to  the 

corps  asisembling  at  Falmouth,  under  the  ondlera  dT 

.  Lieutenant-XSen^ral    Sir  David   Bairdf    wiiatcwr 

supplies  you  may  wish  to  receive,  not  therein  in* 

eluded,  wilT  be  immediately  forwarded  fk^m  ^eiice. 

With  respect  to  provisions,  the  principle  upon. 

which  I  have  acted  has  been  to  send  thtee  moada^ 

provisions  in  victuallers  with  every  Jocftpn  thathM 

/tUQVe^:  ei;clusive*of  the  provisioris  ip  their  tmiw* 
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.  Thb  ^pply>  aUM  by;tt«  ^tie  t©  ^:>pi!0wi^ 

%  thetJtrpo|}&  when  crn  sbof^  ipa)<^  ideeoieci  %% 
cfinfa4^rably«»f)eadJilga  w^      forfii^ift(0nihi|;.wtl 

ordeted  to  be  emb^k^d,  ^d  co^ftatfly  kc^  np.-M 
a  depdt  here^  there  ^iU  \3^,xioji^^^^ty  ^n  sending 
you^  at  the  shortest  notice  such  supples  as  you 
may  thinly  may  b^  itHff^  c^^ifwiei^ly  intfpe)aoed  by 
Sea,  aad^9f  ^^!^^h  you  may  not  think  it  prudent  to 
depend  on  the  resour^fta  .qi  th?  ccAinjlry*  A  large 
proportion  of  biscuit  hjts.b«aei|  ^^At  ii^^^vietuaUe^^ 
that  you  may  be  reheved  from  the  inconvenience  - 
of  baking  when  the  troops  are^in  motion. 

With  respect  to  the  plan  of  operations  on  which 
it.  may  be  most  expediefit  to  employ  your  troops, 
when  assembled  and  ready  for  service,  there  will  be 
full  time  before  your  equipments  can  be  completec} 
for  concerting  this  V^}&l  the  Commanders  of  the 
Spanish  armies*  . 

I  shall  lose  no  time  in  forwarding  to  you  from 
hence  such  information  as  I  may^have  been  enabled 
to  collect.  And  I  am  to  recommend  that  you  will 
take  the  necessary  measures  for  openinga  communi- 
cation with  the  Spanish  authorities  for  the  purpose 
of  framing  the  plan  ^f  the  campaign,  on  which  it 
nuty  be  advisable  that  the  respective  armies  should 
act  in  concert. 
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Hift  Majest^f  has  been  pleased  to  direct^  that  the 
command  on  which  you  are  employed  should  be 
consider^  ^  a  distinct  and  '^parate  one  from  that 
of  Poitoglil :  biit  you  will  cdittmue  ta  communicate 
with  the  OlSider  in  the  Chief  Command  at  lisbon, 
and  act  in  concert  with  him  as  mlay  be  most  for  the 
advaiitage  of  His  Majesty*^  service. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  humble  torvata*, 

Castlehbagh* 
To  Lieutenant-'Gener&l  - 
Sir  John  Moorti  K.B.Sfc.Sfc.ife, 
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Letter  from  Lord  Castlereagh  to  Lord  fVilliam 

London,  SOth  Sept,  1808. 
MY  XORD^         ...';, 

As  the  idHli$patehes  received  from  l^ir 
Hew  Dalrymple'  yesterday;  leave  me  no  room  to 
doubt,  that  this  letter  Will  \ftfad  yoii  out  at  Madrid^ 
I  deem  it  advisable  that  ydii  should  be  apprised  of 
the  arrangements  that  are  in  progress  for  affording 
military  succours  to  the  Spanish  nation. 

Mr.  Frere,  who  proceeds  as  Minister  to  the 
Central  Gdvemment  in  a'  few  days,  will  be  directed 
Ifo  make  a  formal  communication  on  this  stibjed: ; 
but  you  will,  in  the  mean  time,  make  sucH' use  of 
the  information  I  send  you,  as  you  may  tHirik'^fit, 
to  make  the  Spaniards  feel  how  eagerly  His  Majesty 
desires  to  contribute  to  their  deliverant^e. 

The  amount  of  force  which  it  is  proposed  to  eiii- 
j^oy'ih  Spain  will  fall  vei-y  little- short  of  40,000 
men :  it  is  to  consist  of  30,000  infantry,  rank  and 
file;  S^OOO  cavalry,  and  the  necessary  proportion  of 
foot  ?in<f  hors^  artillery,  waggon  train^   &c. :    the 
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whole  to  be  assembled  under  the  orders  of  Sir  John 
Moore,  on  the  borders  of  Gallicia  and  Leon ;  from 
whence  they  may  operate  in  the  open  country,  as 
soon  as  the  necessary  proportion  of  horses  and 
mules  can  be  procured  to.  render  them  moveable, 
leaving  it  to  the  Spanish  armies,  not  having  a  due 
proportion  of  cavalry,  to  act  on  their  flanks  in  the 
mountains. 

Sir  David  Baird,  with  12,00o  men,  is  ordered  to 
sail  for  Corunna : — Sir  John  Moore  is  to  move  the 
remainder  of  the  force  required  to  complel^  the 
^0,000  in&ntry  from  Portqgal^' either  by  land  or 
sea,  as  he  ms^y  find  most  convenient,  seiBubngthe 
twoT^mei^  of  cavalry,  inu^ei^Viyihrother,  through 
the  interior ;  the  rest  of  the  cav^ry  ifKill  be  sent 
from  h^nce  as  speedily  as  cir/Mjunstanyes  will 
permit.  •  '    .  .    ;      i 

It  .would  have  been  niore  sa,tisf;»ctQiy^  ^a^  wlt 
army  been  ^viippqd  for  service,  to  hff^  idis^* 
barked  at  St.  Andero,  or  soitie  ptih^r  Bpiat  ne^grer 
the  Enemy ;  but,  as  it  is  of  equal  imjportafice  to  the 
Spaniards  as  it  is  to  us,  that  this  army  should  not 
be  partially  committed  or  brought  ^nto  contact  w^th 
the  Enemy,  till  the  means  t>f  moving  and  fojlpwi^ 
up  an  advantage  are  secured ;  and  as  th/^  navig;i<«oQ 
OQ  the  coast  of  Asturias  becomes  extremely  preca-. 
nous  towards  the  close  o(  tiie  year,  it  was  the  de- 
oid^  opinion  of  all  military  men,  and  of  lum^moit 
thiMn  the  Marquis  de  la  Romana,  whose  sentixQcnti 
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o^,  d^s  subject  ase  stated  in  the  accompanying  taer 
Q^ptaqdum,  and  will  be  expiessed  on  his  arrival  i^ 
i^in,  as  fully  appro\nng  of  the  discision  that  hafi 
l^n  take%  to  mahe,  Corunna  oar  ^principal  dep^ 
^Qt}  to  operate  from  tl^epce.  To  render,  the  North- 
efn  provinces  the  more  ^ooure  ivhilst  our  army  is 
assemblings  and  to  0oH>perate  with  the  other  Spa^ 
nish  armies  in  circuptscrih^g  the  Enemy^s  pof 
sitions  on  the  Eb^o,  t]^^JM^«r(|ui8  has  determmod  ^ 
proceed  with*  his  own  corpse  amountiii^  nearly  t^ 
10,000  men^  to  $t.4nd^raj  und  \»  yvKigMm^  on 
his  arrival  there,  by  theincooi^oFation  of  tl^  armai 
peasantry  of  the  AsturiiaB,a]kl  the  Moiat^a^  to 
Aliment  their  numbers  jto,  atJeafty  ftp^O  men^ 
which,  with  the  As^r%n  army  i^  Bfeke>i  wUji 
carry  the  force  in  that  quarter  t^^a^^r  7f  ,000  men, 
exdusive  of  thE  armies  operating  towards  the  front 
or  left  of  the  Enemy's  Hne.  I  aan  Hot  enabled  to 
send  you  any  precise  calculatitm  pf  the  QHmber  4f 
horses  ^d  mules  we  shall  Want.  The  cavalry,  ar- 
tillery, and  waggon  train  will  be  provided  from 
h^ice ;  the  stores  and  baggage  of  the  army,  the 
G>mmissariat,  &c.  must  be  equipped  in  Spain.  I 
have  sent  a  Commissary  into  the  Northern  pro- 
vinces to  collect  what  can  be  had.  Sir  David  Baird 
is  directed,  on  his  arrival,  to  equip  his  corps,  if 
possible,  from  the  resources  of  Gallicia  and  tbe 
North  of  Portugal.  Sir  John  Moore,  when,  he  has 
arranged  the  movement  of  his  army  fix>m  Portugal, 
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will,  probably,  superintend  in  person  the  equip- 
ment on  the  spot.  I  have  only,  in  the  mean  time^ 
to  request  you  will  communicate  with  those  in  au- 
thority, on  the  best  means  of  rendering  this  im- 
portant force  serviceable  ais  early  as  possible;  that 
you  will  famish  Sir  John  Moore  with  every  ift-^ 
formation  and  iKSsistance ;  and  that  you  will  cause 
Oiders  to  be  sent  into  the  provinces  of  Gallicia,  to 
fitcilitate  the  equipment  of  the  army,  and  ensure 
them  a  good  reception. 

-  The  Marquis  of  Rotnana  has  written  to  make  his 
taovemment  perfectly,  understiind  the  princi{deft 
upon  which  our  decision  has  been  taken,  wA  to  es^ 
plain  to  them  why  they  must  not  elcpect  tlie  Britisk 
troops  to  tAke  thfe  Held  in  detached  corps. 
I  hav^  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
''■'''•'  •     'Castlsrbagh*- 

•    Major  General 
:Lcrd  ff^iUiam  Bentinck. 
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C. 

Letter  from  Sir  John  Moore  to  Lord  CastlereagL 

Lisbon,  9th  October,  IS08.  ' 
MY  LORD9 

I  HAD  the  honour  to  receive,  on  the 
evening  of  the  6th  instant^  your  Lordship's  letter  of 
die  25th  September,  communicating  to  me,  'diat 
His  Majesty  had  been  graciously  pleased  to  entrust 
to  me  the  Command  in  Chief  of  a  corps  of  troops, 
not  less  than  30,000  infentry  and.  5,000  cavalry^ 
which' His  Majesty  had  determined  to  employ  in  the 
North  of  Spain.  1  beg  your  Lordship  will  convey 
to  His  Majesty  the  high  seose  I  Ira-ve  of  the  horiour 
conferred  upon  me ;  and  that  you  will  assure  His 
Majesty,  that  I  have  nothing  more  at.heart  than  the 
good  of  the  service,  tliat  my  best  exertions  shall  hot 
be  wanting  to  promote  it^  success,  and  I  can  only 
be  happy  in  proportion  as  I  shiall  be  able  to  fulfil 
His  Majesty's  wishes,  and  to  justify, 'in  any  degree, 
the  trust  he  has  been  graciously  pleased  to  repose 
in  me.  '     ,   / 

I  shall  take  an  early  opportunity  to  communicate 
with  your  Lordship.on  the  various  matters  contained 
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in  your  last  dispatches,  dated  the  35th  and  S6th 
September.  At  present  I  can  do  little  more  than  to 
acknowledge  their  receipt,  and  to  state  that  it  is  my 
intention,  as  it  was  that  of  Sir  Harry  Burrard,  to 
move  with  the  troops  from  this  on  Almeida  and 
Ciudad  Rodrigo ;  this,  your  Lordship  will  observe 
by  Lord  William  Bentinck^t  letter  of  the  ad  Octo* 
ber,  is  recommended  by  the  Spanish  Generals ;  and 
I  thii^L  it  preferable,  for  many  reasons,  to  a  move- 
ment by  sea  to  Corunna,  which  at  this  season  would 
be;  tedious  and  unoejrtain;  and  where  the  country, 
already  exhausted  by  General  Blake's  army,  will, 
peiiiapt,  scarcely  be  able  to  supply  the  equipment 
lequired,  to  enable  tlie  corps  under  Sir  David  Baird, 
when  landed,  to  move  forward. 

Hie  march  from  this  will  be  by  three  routes,  Co- 
imbra,  Guarda,  and  Alcantara ;  one  raiment  will 
Begin  its  march  the  day  after  to-morrow  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Coimbra,  and  all  may  be  forwarded  to  a  short 
distance^  in  their  diflSarent  routes,  in  the  course  of 
a  week  or  ten  days ;  but  when  they  will  be  able  to 
proceed  further,  or  to  pass  the  frontier  of  Portugal^ 
it  is  impossible  for  me,  at  this  instant,  to  say;  it 
depends  upon  a  knowledge  of  country  which  I 
am  still  without,  and  upon  Commissariat  arrange- 
ments yet  unmade ;  but  every  effort  shall  be  made 
by  me,  and  those  under  me,  to  accomplish  so  de- 
•liable  an  object  before  the  rains  set  in.  I  cannot' 
^toarhide  without  mentioning  the  very  great  assist 


Digitized 


by  Google 


toce  I  TOO^ive  from  Sir  Harry  Burriaird^  who  HCiM 
with  a  .d^ree  of  candour^  of  which  few  people 
Would' be  capable  uniiersuch  circumstances.  He 
seems^  on  this  occasion^  to  put  himself  aside,  and 
to  give  every  thing  ix>  me,  afid  to  a  service  he  thinks 
the  most  important,  with  as  much  liberality  as  if  he 
himself  wene  personally  concerned  ia  the  cmuitict 
6t  it  ^ 

I  htflre  the  honour  to  be,  &e. 

John  MooRi&. 


Letter  from  Sir  John  Moore  to  Lord  Castlereagh. 

»  ■ .  ' 

Lisbon,  9th  Oct  1808. 
MY  LORD, 

I  AM  honoured  with  your  Lordship's 
letter,  private,  which  accompanied  the  public  dis- 
fM:ch  of  the  25th  September*  I  am  very  sensible 
of  your  Lordship's  attention  to  me^on  this*  occasion. 
I  shall  av^il  myself  of  the  permtssion  you  are  kind 
enough  to  give  me  to  correspond  with  you  unoffid* 
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ally,  and  shall  coQimaaicate,  without  reserve,  eveiy 
tiling  that  can  give  you  pleasure,  or  in  any  degree 
coiitribute  to  promote  the  public  service.  The 
great  object  at  present  is  to  get  the  troops  out  of 
Portugal  before  the  rains  set  in ;  but,  at  this  instant, 
the  army  is  without  equipment  of  any  kind,  either 
for  the  carriage  of  the  light  baggage  of  Foments, 
artillery  stores,  Commissariat  stores,  or  other  ap- 
pendages of  an  army ;  and  not  a  magasine  is  formed 
in  any  of  the  routes  by  which  \ye  are  to  march*  The 
few  days  which  Sir  Harry  Burrard  held  the  command 
enly  enabled  him  to  ascertain  his  wants  but  not  to 
remedy  them.  I  mention  this  circumstance  in  the 
first  place,  because  it  is  a  truth ;  and  in  the  next, 
to  present  your  Lordship  from  being  too  sanguine, 
as  to  the  probable  period  of  my  reaching  the  North 
of  Spain.  It  is  my  intention  to  forward  from  this 
to  Almeida  as  n.ach  ammunition  and  artiljery  stores 
as  I  can ;  and  to  form  therjB  also  a  depdt  of  provi- 
sions and  other  stores.  Whatever  comes  with  Sir 
David  Baird,  and  from  England,  may  be  landed, 
or  remain  on  board  a  ship  at  Corunna,  to  be  for- 
warded from  thence  to  such  place,  in  that  line, 
as  may  hei-eafter  be  judged  most  fit ;  but  as  yet  I 
have  no  information  from  Madrid,  but  what  is  con- 
tained in  Lord  William  Bentinck's  letter  of  the  2d 
October. . 

I  shall,  probably,  have  an  oppprtunity  of  writing 
to  you  very  soon;  but  I  hope  your  Lordship  will 
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%we  the  goodtness  tb  excn^  m&  for  not  entering . 
upon  further  detieiib  at  pl'esent^  occupied^  as  I  must 
necessarily  be,  in  entering'  upon  a^coinmttid  of  such 
importance^  an  J  in  the*  necessary  arrangements  for 
the  march  I  am  about  to  undertake: 

I  h»ve  the  honour  to  be,  ha. 

,  :JoHN  Moore. 


CeUerfrom  Sir  John  JHfoofre,  ta  Isrd  Ca^ttereof^. 

Liibm^iathQct.lQM. 
^  MY  ItORP,  . 

Since  I  had^the  honoimtti  addms^^yout^ 
Lordiship'on^  the  9tb  insta«it,  t  hav«  received'  yaai^ 
Loi^Jbhip'&  letter,  marifced  private,  of  the  30th  Sep* 
t€4nber,  indosing  copies  of  your  instinictions  to  Sii? 
J3hmd  BiAivd^  and  of  your  letter  to  Lord  WiUiani 
Bentinok ;  a  statement  of  tran^ertss,  and-  a  paiper  of 
tile  Mar(;u}9  o9 Rom«Mia  upew  theline  of  march  ftt>m 
Corunna  iata  Castile.  I  immediately  wrote  to  Sir 
David  Baird^  to  inform  him  of  my  intention  to  march 
the  whole  of  the  troops  by  land>  and  to  prevent  his 
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sending  round  the  transport  £rom  St  Andero  to  Co* 
runna ;  but, '  had  I  wished  to  «end  any  part  of  the 
army  by  sea,  I  ceul^  have  doneit  without  the  aid  of 
these  transports,  as  there  still  remains  here^  after 
the  embarkation  of  the  French,  tonnage  for  12,000 
men.     I  have  received  Letters  within  these  two  days 
from  LfOrd  William  Bentinck,  from  Madrid,  of  the 
8th  instant,  in  which  he  mentioned  that  the  Spanish 
Government  had  been  thrown  into  a  considerable 
degree  of  alarm,  in  consequence  of  a  letter  inter- 
cepted from  the  Grovemment  of  Bayonne  to  Marshal 
Jourdan,  informing  him,  that,  between  the  l6th  of 
October  and  l6th  November,  G6,000  infiaintry,  and 
from  5  to  7,000  cavalry  would  enter  Spain.     Lord 
William  seems  to  consider  this  alarm,   upon  the 
whole,  as  salutary,  although  he  gives  credit  to  the 
contents  of  the  letter ; '  as  the  former  supineness  of 
the  Central  Council,  its  confidence  and  indi&rence 
to  the  existing  danger,  had  been  succeeded  by  a 
state  of  great  activity.    The  troops  from  Madrid 
had  been  ordered  to  advance  by  double  marches. 
General  Castanos  was  sent  to  the  army;  and  a^e^ 
termination  was  come  to  to  appoint  Mr.  Moria  of  Ca- 
diz, Minister  for  the  War  department,  a  man  from 
whose  ability  and  energy  of  character  much  benefit 
was  to  be  expected.  A  letter  was  also  written  to  Mr. 
Stuart,  by  Count  Florida  Branca^  to  pre^s  the  im- 
mediate junction  of  the  British  foroe.    The  letters 
which  I  wrote,   both  to  Lord  William  and  .  Mr. 
Stuart;i  on  the  IGth,  would  inform  them  of  the  sucr 
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cours  coming  from  England^,  and  the  measures  I 
was  taking  to  accelerate  the  march  of  the  troops. 

It  is  impossible  to  be  more  anxious  than  I  am  to 
get  forward ;  but  it  is  needless  to  take  forward  trbo|ift 
without  the  means  to  enable  them  to  act ;  and  how-^ 
ever  light  the  equipment  I  have  fixed^  y^  the  dif^ 
ficul^y  of  fHTocuring  it  is  very  considerable ;  add  to 
this^  a  Commissariat  extremely  zealous,  but  quite 
new  fuid  inexperienced  in  the  in^rtant  duties 
which  it  now  faUs  to  their  lot  to  execute.  I  anv 
Eowever,  sufficiently  aware  of  the  importance  of 
even  the  name  of  a  British  arniy  in  Spain,  and  I 
am  hurrying  as  much  as  possible.  The  greatest 
pairt  of  ijb^  troops  are  m  motion ;  in  the  course  of 
tiiis  wet^k  all  will,. I  hope,  b^  clear  of  Lisbon.  At 
soon  as  they  are  placed  on  their  diffisijBnt.  toutes^ 
and  I  have  concluded  the  arrai^ment^  here,  I  shall 
teaye  the  conduct  of  the  noArchea  to  the  Generals 
conducting  the  diiferent  columns,  .and, shall  proceed- 
my^elf  direct  to  Almeida,  to  determine  their  fur*^ 
tber  movemeat* 

I-  havereceived  no  report  yet  of  the  arrival  of  Sir 
David  Baird.  I  expect  it  daily,  and  hftve  already 
s(9it  two.  Staff  Officers  to  join  him. 

I  have  the  hcmour  to  he,  &d^ 

John  Moqrb. 
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i  \ 


letter fimt  Sir- Joh^  Hhope  i^  L(f^it  Gos^kwagki. 


MY  hQm>, 

I  WISH  I  cotrW  amiouncetayoiip  Lordship 
£l  greatier  pfognessy  aHd  ^at  this  letter  had  been  ^A- 
dreieed  from  any  where  bnt  fipom  Lnbom  AH  I  eait 
asstire  ydu  of  i&/tbat  I  am  labouring  m  my  voeation, 
and  if  each  day  does  not  produce  all  ^e  eieet  I 
<[k)nld  wish>  or  which,  perhaps,  I  have  a  righ*  to^  ex- 
pect;  yet  there  is  no  *iy  which  has  not  prodttoed 
some,  and  we  are  accordingly  getting  em.  Jn  none 
of  the  departmentS'is  there  any  want  of  zeal ;  h«it  in 
isome  of  the  important  ones-  there  is  much  want  of 
experience.  *  *  ♦  .*  ♦  This  remaric  applies 
particularly  to  the  Commissariat,  few  Of  whose  mem- 
bers^  have  ever  seen  an  army  in  the  fields  TTie  sbt^rt 
maritime  expeditions  in  which  they  have  been  em- 
ployed, require  but  middling  talents,  and  give  them 
but  little  or  no  experience  of  the  operations  they  Sure 
npw  called  upon  to  perform.     I  have  no  complaint 
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to  make.  Mf .  Erdkir^  is  a  clever  man^  of  strict  iil- 
^legfity ;  but  4stiH  his  tiabiti^  hare  not  be^  sudi  6f 
laite,  as  to  prepare  him  for  a  situation,  to  fill  which 
80  laitch  aJbiUtyiaiid  ^energy  should  be  united.  Mr. 
Brskine's  charaeter  for  integiity  and  honour  may  be 
/  of  much  use  Mt  the  head  of  the  -department.  *  ^ 
i»      .   #        :*.'-*         *.        #         m         mm 

.  I  jiave  only  teoched  up^n  this  -subject  4^  my  ofll- 
csiaHetter;  but  I  take  the  liberty  you  have  given  4»e 
.Ito  address  you  privately,  to  impress  it  seriously 
u^on  ytmr  Lor4i^ip's  attention,  as  one  of  the  great- 
est importanoe.  The  departmeirt  itsdf  must  net  be 
lodked  to;  in  it,  I  am  persuaded,  proper  Officers 
mM  Aot  be  founds  bilut  inenof  bUBint^ss  and  of  re- 
,^(m«ce  aretobe&Mnd  kv  London ',  and  ft  k  sudi 
siein  onfy  Mdio  apre  iit  f&#  the  higher  branches  of  the 
Ctoinmissariat.     ."-'■'  ^ 

I  have  mo  hope  of  ^t^ng  foi^svard  at  present  with 
jKore  thait  idie  }%ht  bdggiig^  of  the  troops,  the  ain- 
jnunition  immediately  4ieeei»^iA*y  for  the  service  of 
tbeaj[t[llery,.  and'arvery^oan^tysupj^ly  of  medicines. 
The  depdt'whii:^  I  wish  lx>  establi^  at  Atrheida,  I 
cannot  wait  for ;  but  f  hope  the  experience  which  is 
acquired  in  settii^  the  troops  'in  motion,  will  enable 
the  Commissariat,  wha^  we  are  gone,  to  forward 
!vvhat  is  wanted  for  Almeida. . 

The  Officers  proposed  to  be  sent  from  Madrid  and 
the  Spanish  army,  ave  not  yet  arrived  \  but,  upon 
jAie  infeiinatton  I  have,.  I  shall  proceed,  and  am  re* 
tarded  only  hy  my  ovm  arrangement    Money  and 
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shoes  are  the  two  articles  we  shi^l  be  principally  in 
want  of;  and  with  respect  to  shoes^  whatever  quan- 
tities are  sent,  I  should  wish  they  were  carefully  in- 
'  spected^  as  in  general  they  are  very  bad,  B.  Gen. 
jSontag  c^me  here  some  time  ago  from  Oporto.  He 
shewed  me  your  Lordship*s  instructions,  to  be  em- 
ployed in  the  South  of  Spain;  but  the  Spaniards 
have  expressed  a  dislike  to  have  foreigners  sent 
amongst  thppa,  though  th^y  are  pleased  to  seS  ^my 
Englishmen.  I  should,  therefore,  upon  this  ground, 
have  thought  i^  proper  to  stop  General  Sontag;  but 
it  appears  to  me  no  longer  necessary  to  employ  Offi* 
^rs  in  the  distant  provinces,  since  the  Central  Go- 
vernment is  formed  at  Madrid;  with  which  I  shall 
be  henceforward  in  direct  communication.  I  have, 
therefore,  also  put  an  end  to  Major  Cox's  mission  at 
Seville,  ^nd  have  ordered  him  to  return  to  his  regi- 
inent-at  Gibraltar;  and  I  believe  it  will  be  ^equally 
necessary  socm  to  call  in  the  other  Ofiicers  employed 
in  this  manner  with  the  different  Spanish  armies,  I 
understsmd  that  ColonelDoyle  received  at  first,  from 
some  of  the  provincial  Governments,  the  ramk,  of  B. 
General ;  and  he  has  now  got,  from  General  Blake, 
that  of  Marshal  de  Camp,  or  Major  General..  It 
strikes  me  as  an  impropriety  in  British  OflScers  to 
izke  rank  in  a  foreign  service  without  the  King's 
permission ;  S|.n4  dangerous  in  another  view,  as  the 
hope  of  such  promotion  may  tempt  them  to  forget 
tlie  interest  pf  the  service  for  which  they  were,  ^ent^ 
and  their  duty  as  British  Qfficei^.    At  any  rate,  X 
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«ee  no  good  purpose  it  can  aYiswer ;  ftfid  when  the* 
armies  join  it  may  be  •troublesome. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be^  &c. 

John  Moore. 
P.  S.  I  propose  to  employ  B.  General  Sontag  in 
taking  charge  of  the  sick  left  at  Lisbon^  and  in  for* 
warding  them  to  the  army  when  recovered;  and  in 
assisting  in  forwarding  the  different  articles  for  the 
use  of  tiie  army,  and  the  depdt  at  Almeida, 


G. 

Letter  Jiwn  Sir  John  Moore  to  Lord  CastJereagh. 

Lisbon,  9^th  October/  1808.  - 
MY  LORD, 

Every  thing  -is  now  clear  of  Lisbon, 
except  two  regiments  which  march  to-morrow  ^nd 
the  day  following ;  and  I  shall  myself  leave  it  in  a 
couple  of  hours. 

I  am  under  the  necessity  of  sending  General  Hope 
with  the  artillery,  cavalry,  and  a  corps  of  infantry, 
in  all  about  6,000  men,  by  the  great  road  leading 
from  Badajos  to  Madrid;  as  every  information 
agreed, '  that  no  other  wa^  fit  for  the  artillery,  or 
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could  be  iteMnmMidfid  rfor  ihe  am^iu^:  Xhi^  i»  # 
great  round^  and.willjs^rate  iheiOoi|>^  for  a  41191^ 
from  the  rest  of  the  aomy  j  biit  tS)ere  i«  (10  help  for 
it:;  -the  road  turns  to  the  left  a  short  distance  from 
Madrid,  <afnd  :l^ads  upon  £spin«r,  from'wh^c^  it 
can  be  directed  on  VaUadolid  and  Bui*ge^  or  whaFtr 
ever  otb^  pteee  .may  be  judged  Wreafter  bfist  for 
the  assonibling  x>f  the  army. 

Sir  David  £aird  iarrived^  Cwunoaio^  ^beJi^ 
instant ;  but,  as  it  had  not  been  prieviously  notified 
to  the  Provincial  Junta,  he  was  not  permitted  to 
land  his  troops  until  an  answer  was  received  from 
Madrid.  I  have  not  heard  from  Sir  David  since  - 
that  answer  was  returned ;  but  I  conclude  that  he 
landed  on  the  2 1st.  I  have  written  to  him  to  march 
upon  Astorga  as  soon  «ji  his  corps  is  equipped^ 
With  the  infantry  which  marched  from  this  directr 
upon  Ahneida  and  Ciu^ad  Rodrigo/  i  sb^  not  ad- 
vance beyond  Salamanca;  until  the  corps  under 
Baird  and  Hope  approach  Astorga  and  Espinar,  but 
shall  collect  them  in  Almeida,  Ciudad/RodrigOj  and 
iSalamanca,  i^bis,  at  least,  k  my  intention  at  pre- 
sent; and  I  «hafl  consider  myself  fonttunate  if  th^ 
jreach  those  places  before  the  first  ra^,  wbidb?  in 
general,  last  six  or  eight  days,  and  ^  so  ^faeavy^ 
that,  during  their  continuance^  the  trp^p^  must^halt. 

I  have  directed  Sir  D^id  £aird  'tp  form  a  smf^ 
^pot  of  ;prot9isions  jand  ammunition  4t  Astorga.  ul 
am  endeavouring  to  form  one  at  A]m*eida;  f>cit'tbe 
difficulty  cf  caoriage  through  Portugtil  is  .sucli^  ^^ 
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ititine9s(feiB«iy  (loi:d)tf lal  i^bisther  it  mU.he rfopmed  m 
tithe  tor  h^  fifannoh  yae.    ;As^e  a&mnce,  CamwM 

SnghmidaTetdiBivm^  iL^^on  «»d  Pe^ugial  immm 
then  of  no  use  to  us.  I  have,  however,  und0PtpfWr 
sent  circumstances,-  and  Olrtlt  4bf  twrnyi  is  united, 
tbovight  it  degtit  to  request  Sir  Charles  Cotton  not  to 
send  home  the  transports ;  and  to  this  he  has  con- 
sented, unless  he  should  be  otherwise  directed  from 
England. .  Some  ordnance  and  other  ships  sliould, 
at  any  rate,  be  left  at  Lisbon,  for  the  conveyance  of. 
such  stores  and  provisions  as  may  be  wanted  to  Co- 
k*unna. 

Colonel  Lopez,  the  Officer  sent  to  me  from  Ma- 
drid, was  xjrith  me  two  days ;  he  is  now  gone  to  aid 
Geoer^^  Hope's  aaitroh.  He  is  v^  confident  we 
shall  not  want  supplies.;  and^t  is  upon  this  general 
assurance  of  the  Spanish  Government  that  I  am  lead- 
ing the  "WJaay  HitQ  Spain  without  any  established 
W^gaidi;^^^;.  In  ^this  situation  nothiqg  is  more  essen- 
tially na^uisrite  than  monej^;  and,  unfortunat^y,  w^ 
haw^e'boen  able  to  pirocure  Jber^  very  little.  Sir  David 
l^rd  lias  ^Qome  wdthout  any,  ajad  his  troops  j^aid 
pnly  tovtli^  S4tb  September ;  andfeom  this  we^could 
^Mily  ,^end  Jbrm  ^.&,aao.  Mr.  Eiskine  ha§,  J  be- 
lieve, vffitbm  u{K)n  this  subject,  and!  should liope 
jkhat «  sppply  wj^s  aopw  on  its  passage.  It  j,s  piy  in- 
tention, as  soon  as  I  have  .made  ihe  nec^sary  .^- 
liMigements  £pr  4be  troops  at  Almeida  and  JGtodrjgo^ 
k^.  to  go  fqr  a  few  day^  to  .MMrld,    j^Io  CoWr 
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iliander  in  Chief  is  yet  named ;  and  I  fear  die  con- 
sequences^  should  the  French,  reinforced,  be  able 
to  act  offensively,  and  the  difierent  Spanish  armies 
continue  to  be  directed  by  a  Council  residing  at 
Madrid* 

^     I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

John  Moqmx^ 


H. 


Resolution  of  a  Council  of  War  of  Spanish 
Generals, 

Tttdela,  Sth  Nov.  I80S. 

Attention  being  had  to  the  actual  state 
of  penury  and  want,  which  the  Army  of  the  Centra 
destitute  of  the  most  necessary  means,  is  suffering ; 
considering  also  that  their  effective  force  is  much 
less  than  had  been  supposed,  it  is  agreed  that,  in 
the  present  moment,  it  cannot  be  of  assistance  to. 
the  Army  of  the  Left,  notwithstanding  the  con- 
viction of  the  urgency  of  such  assistance.  But  it  is 
agreed  that  the  Estremadura  troops,  which  ought  to 
arrive  at  Burgos  on  the  6th  or  7th  of  the  presfent 
month,  should  pass  towards  Ona  and  Fria$.  to  sup- 
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port  the  right  of  General  Blake;  and  that  then  the 
army  of  the  Centre,  leaving  a  flying  torps  of  bba^- 
vation  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Ebro  towards  Ca- 
lahorra,  should-  unite  itself  to  the  army  of  Arragon, 
for  the  purpose  of  acting  ofiensiyely,  as  circom*- 
sitances  may  reqnife;  this  being  the  best  meatis  of 
remedying  the  actual  state  of  weakiiess,  and  of  :ac- 
complishing  that  system  of  luovemaiits  which  the 
comparative  st^tte  of  o^rs  and  of  the  Enemy  sloEce 
requires.  .,,-,'> 


L 
To  H..E.  Charles  Stuart. 

SIR, 

The  Supreme  Central  Junta  is  assured 
/that  nothing  is' more  necessary  in  the  actual  state  of 
affairs  than  to  unite  against  the  common  Enemy  the 
greatest  military  force  possible,  to  disloc^  him 
without  the  least  delay  from  the  Spanish  territory ; 
and  that  it  is  expedient  that  the  British  auxiliary 
troops  unite,  with  the  greatest  ej^pedition,  with  the 
Spanish  army,  in  order  to  co-operate  with  it  j.  and 
f^nxious  that  the  British  troops  should  march  with 
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..tfaeioeletity  that  <i]«cttmstei>eeB  and  1l>^  ]inter^9^  of 
liie  two  gmnernmeiiti  raqviPC^  J  am  diveqfced  by  4he 
Supieme  Junto  to  acqusant  your  E&oelleBGy  wkh 
its  wishes^  w  th«fc  Ibe  lagrch  and  i»ioa  iaf  !^e 
EngliA  troops  with  tmrarmiies  maf  be  aeceterMed^ 
as  hi^My  &wiirable  to  tke  iCQwmm  eawie  «iw  de- 
fand*  Be<|ii£»tii]g  your  fiKceUen^  to  take  the  .m- 
cBBsary  steps  to  «aKBCtaate  tbas^  the  gij^mene  Jno^ 
is  ready  to  contrihirte  «oost  po^ei^itty  oii  Us  }W!t>  to 
remove  every  obstacle^  and  render  every  assiatoaffe 
possible ;  and  is  persuaded  that  Y.  E.  on  your  part 
will  effectually  labour  for  the  same  purpose. 
I  have  the  iiommr^  &c. 
6  N(n).  Jranjuez.  Pbdro  Cdvallos. 


MUY  SENIOR  MIO, 

La  Supnema  Junta  Central  reconoce  que 
en  te  «ituacion  actual  nada  cs  tan  necessario  comQ 
reunir  oontta  el  Enemigo  comun  la  mayor  fuerza 
armada  posibile,  p*  desalojarle  sin  perdcr  momento 
del  territorb  EspaifoJ,  y  que  oomviene  que  las 
trc^s  Britanicas  auxiliares  se  reunan  a  la  mayor 
brebedad  al  ^ereito  Nacional  con  cgav^  havran  de 
'bbrar  de  concierto;  y  descarido  que  las  tropas  Bri- 
tanicas  marehen  con  ia  jccleridad  que  eSKigen  las  cir- 
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cumstancias  y  los  interczes  de  ambos  Govieraos, 
tengo  orden  de  S«  M.  la  Soprema  Junta  de  mani- 
festar  a  V.  S.  sus  deseos  de  que  accekre  la  marcha  y 
reunion  de  las  tropas  Ingleaae  con  nuestros  exercitos^ 
como  sumamente  conducente  al  bien  de  la  cauza  que 
defendemos  ;  convidando  a  Vi  S.  k  tomar  de  comun 
ncwai^^^lM  praykknekM  carrespMrdfebtes  al  efeieta^ 
p^  la  Supreme  JittQtft  eUat  prontokConfirtbuir  podero* 
samente  por  9u  parte  k  la  remocion  de  todo  emba- 
Ttoo,  y  a-  £Militar  todbe  fes  auxilios  oportunos  que 
e8ten  en  su  arbitrio^  al  paso  que  se  lisongea  de  que 
V,  S;  p**  sU  parte  contribuira  effe^zniehte  al  mismo 
ititetito.  Tengo  el  honor  dfe  bfrecer  a  V.  S.  mi« 
deseos  de  complacerle  y  servirfe,  l>ios  gue  a  V.  S. 
m*  a»:  Araiijuez  6  de  Noviembre  de  1 808^.  A.  L.  M. 
deV.S.  suSeg*>,  &c. 

Peduo  Cevallos. 
S^  Stuart. 
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K. 


Letter  from  Visc&unt  Qutlereagk  to  Lieutetmni^ 
General  Sir  John  Moore. 

jQoimn^r  Street,  14  /iTflo.  18Qft. 

With  the  exception  of  the  four  regi- 
ments pf  cavalry  and  two  troops  9f  horse  artilleiy, 
which  are  under  orders  to  embark  upon  the  return 
of  the  horse  transports  from  Corunna,  yoiir  anny^^ 
consisting  of  the  numbers  stated  in  the  ms^^n  ♦, 
will,  I  trust,  by  the  time  this  dispatch  shall  reach 
you,  have  asse;nbled  on  such  points  of  the  Spanish 
frontier  as  have  been  concerted  with  the  Spanish 
Government,  and  be  preparing  to  advance. 

In  entering  upon  service  in  Spain  you  will  keep 
in  mind  that  the  British  army  is  sent  by  His  Ma- 
jesty as  an  auxiliary  force,  to  support  the  Spanish 
Nation  against  the  attempts  of  Buonaparte  to  effect 
their  subjugation. 

Tou  will  use  your  utmost  exertions  to  assist  the 
Spanish  armies  in  subduing  and  expelling  the  Enemy 

«  From  Portugal  Sd,745.— From.  England  14^61.-«Ckva]i7» 
&c.  to  go  S,7M.~Total,  41,066.* 
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ttqfn  the  Pe|iiiii}ula;  and  in  t^  conduct  of  your 
command  you  will  conform  to  the  regulation^  here- 
after stated  with  respect  to  the  question  of  military 
raak^  and  your  intercourse  with  the  Government  of  - 
Spain. 

In  framing  these  Instructions  it  is  necessary  dts- 
tinqtly  to  proyide^.  firsts  for  the  case  of  the  Spaoush. 
Cfovernment  having  entrusted  the  command  of  their 
armies  to  a  Generalissimo,  or  Commander  in  Chief; 
and  secondly,  for  the  case  which  has  hitherto  ex- 
isted^ of  distinct  armies^  each  commanded  by  its 
awn  General. 

Should  the  Spanish  Government  appoint  a  Com^ 
mander  in  Chief  of  all  their  armies  (the  necessity  of 
which  appointment  every  day*s  experience  appears, 
to  demonstrate)  you  will  consider  yourself  as  placed 
under  the  orders  of  that  officer. 

If  the  armies  of  Spain  should  remain  as  they 
have  hitherto  done,  under  their  respective,  chiefs, 
the  co-operation  of  the  British  army  must,  in  that 
case,  remain  to  be  settled  as  a  matter  of  concert  by^ 
you  with  the  commanders  of  the  respective  armies 
of  Spain,  in  connection  with  whom  you  may  be 
carrying  on  operations. 

When  the  officers  of  the  British  and  Spanish  ar-* 
mies  meet  in  service,  they  must  take  rank  according , 
to  the  dates  of  their  respective  commissions^  with- 
out reference  to  the  powers  from  whom  those  com- 
missions are  derived,   provided  s^ich  commissions 
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wfe  at  present  a;ekno>ivfedgecr  by  life*  Supreme  C!b»-- 
vemment  of  Spain.  :         ■  > 

Yott  are  to  con«idter  that  the  B^ish  force  uri<fer 
your  command  h  intend**  to  act  asF »  fieS^f  atwf, ' 
to  be  kept  together  as  far  as  the  circumstances  oPlJie' 
war  wiir permit;  and' that  al!  orders frcan  tfefe»Cdiii- 
mander    in  Chief,    proceeding  either  direetfy'  •or'' 
through  his  stafl^  are  to  be  given  td  the  BHtisfr 
army  through  you  as-  its  immediate  CAAmander ;' 
that  it  is  no«  *&  be  s^arataf  iht;o  (fetachmente>  nor- 
any  detachment  to  be  made  from  itTkit^with  your 
entire  concurrence,  and  by  your  expresi?  ordfeH  '  H* 
is  hot  to  be  employed  in  garnsons,  whereby  a  ma- 
terial drmiiution  would'  be  nwide  of  its*  eflfe!etfv#-  -^ 
srtrength  in  the  field,  nor  to  be  occupied,  in  sieges^ 
without  your  particular  consent. 

Whenever  you  shaft  have '  occasion  to  make  any 
communication  to  the  Spanish*  Gbvemmenti  you 
are  to  correspond  with  it  through  the  Minister  a* 
Madrid,  and  all  communications^  from  the  Spatoi^b 
Government  are  to  be  made  to  you-  through  the 
same  channel ;  and,  although  communications  either 
front  the  Spanish  Government  or  the  British.  Mi- 
nister are  not  to  be  considered  by  you  as  in-  the  na- 
ture of  orders,  you  will  nevertheless  receive  such 
ipeqtrisitions  or  representations<  upon  all  occa^ons 
with  the  utmost  deference  and  attention ;  and*  in 
<»se  yon  shall  feel  it  your  duty  to  dissent  -from 
t^em>  you^  will  take  care  to  represent  in  the  h&e^ 
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ttianAer  yont  i^sons  for  so  doings  u  ^virell  to  the 
British  Minister ^  foil  tike  iiifortaiation  of  the  Spani&h 
Government,  as  to  the  Government  ai  homie. 

You  ^$  ako  to  keep  ujp  a  constant  and  ihtimsLte 
^Mrrespondence  with  the  British  Mini^t^r,  and  tb 
co-opefmte  in'  the  most  cotdial  manner  with  him  in 
carrying  on  die  (lublic  seVvic^. 

Should  any  difierence  of  opinion  i^is^  &h  im- 
portant military  subjects  between  yon  and  the  Spa-- 
nish  Commander  in  Chiefs  you  are  to  consider  it. 
your  duty  to  pay  obedience  in  the  first  inMance  to 
tb;  orders  you  may  receive ;  but  you  mil,  if  you 
shall  think  it.  necessary^  maKe  a  representation 
thereupon,  through  the^  British  Minister,  to  the 
Supreme  Government,  of  Spaix^  as  also  to  me  for 
His  Majesty's  information. 

As  it  is  of  peculiar  impc^rtance,  at  the  present 
moment,  that  His  Majesty's  Government  should 
receive  early,  regular,  and  detailed  reports  of  your 
proceedings,  I  am  to  desire  that  you  will  make  it  a 
rule  to  address  a  dispatch  to  me  at  least  once  in 
every  week,  or  as  much  oftener  as  any  occurrence  of 
sufficient  importance  mayvarise^  always  being  care- 
ful to  send  duplicates  of  the  precedmg  dispatch  by 
the  subsequent  conveyance. 

It  will  be  most  grateful  to  His  Majesty  to  find 
that  the  intercourse  between  the  British  army  and 
the  Spaniards  has  been  invariably  distinguisbed  by 
tnarks.  of  reciprocal  Confidence  smd  kindness.  His 
Majesty  cannot  doubt  that  the  most  exemplary 
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discipline  will  be  observed ;  and  His  Migesty  com- 
niands  me  p^rticulerly  toeajoin^  that  the  utmost 
respect  and  deference  should.be  shewn  by  his  troop 
upon  all  occasions  towards  the- manners ^^qpid  ens- 
tofhs  of  the  Spanish  Natiq^.  His  Majesty  trusts 
that .  the  example  and  influ^Hoe  of .  the  officers  will 
be  directed  to  inspire  t^is  sentiment  throi^hout 
ev^ry  branch  of  the  army. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be^  &c. 

,  Castlsrjeagh. 

To  Laeut-G^n^ral  Sir  John  MH>re, 


Letter  from  Sir  John  3toore  to  Loi^  Castlereagh. 

Salman^,  ^Mk  Nw.  1806. 
MY  LORD, 

I  HAD  the  honour  upon  the  i7th  in* 
stant  to  receive  your  Lordship's  diapatches  of  the 
2d^  conveyed  to  me  by  a  King's  Messeiigqr. 

My  Letter  from  Lisbon  of  the  27th  October 
would  a}^nse  your  Lordship,  that  having  concluded 
every  arrangem^t  tbere^  I  was  about  to  follow  the 
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troops  then  alliieady  upon  their  march  into  Spahi^ 
As  I  travelled  with  my  own  horses^  and  was  neces- 
sarily detained  by  business  at  difierent  placid  upon 
the  road^  I  did  iiot  reach  Salamanca  until  the  13th. 
On  the  day  ftillowii^  the  regiments  began  to  arrivd; 
and  dontiniied  daily  to  cbme  in  by  corps  in  success 
Aion.  The  three  divisions  of  infantry,  which  matched 
mider  Lieut.-Qen.  Fraser,  Major-Generals  Paget  and 
Beresford/  are  now  all  here;  together  with  one  bfi^ 
gade  of  artillery,  which,  with  infinite  difficulty, 
followed  the  road  by  Abrantes  and  Castle  fitanco^ 
One  brigade  of  infantry.  Which  left  Lisbon  last,  is 
9till  absent.  It  is  empkfyed  in  the  escort  of  the 
t>rdnance^  and  the  other  stores  which  are  forttardiMg 
for  the  service  of  the  Army. 

The  troops  have  performed  their  march  well,  iti 
spite  of  very  bad  weather,  and  the  worst  roads  I 
ev^  saw.  Their  aj^pearanc^  now  is  as  good,  and 
their  fitness  fbr  service  much  better,  than  wheti  they 
left  Lisbon.  Their  conduct  iufpon  the  march,  and 
since  their  arrival  here,  has  been  exemplary.  All  this 
does  them  honour,  and  marks  istrongly  the  care  and 
attention  of  theOenerads  and  Officers  who  conducted 
the  marches,  and  who  are  in  the  immediate  com- 
fSKOid  of  the  troopfs. 

Lieut.-Gen.  Hope,  with  the  corps  which  matched 
from  Badaj<»s,  in  the  direction  of  Madrid,  will 
arrive,  with  the  head  of  that  division,  at  Arevalo, 
on  the  25th ;  where  I  have  ordered  it  ^to  halt,  and 
to  close  up.      The  first  of  the  troops  trnder  Sir 
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David  Baird^  from  Corunna,  reached  Astorga  on  the , 
13th ;  and  the  whole^  including  the  yth^  lod^  and 
15th  dragoons^  will  be  assembled  there  about,  the 
fifth   of  December;    befoire   which  time  G^iieml 
Hope^s  corps  will  also  be  collected  at  Areralo. 

If  we  are  not  interrupted,  the  junction  of-^e 
Army  will  be  effected  early  in  the  next  month.  But 
the  French,  after  beating  the  army  of  Sstremaxbira, 
are  advanced  to  Burgos.  Gen.  Blake's,  army  in 
Biscay  has  hem  defeated,  dispersed,  and  its  officers 
and  soldiers  are  flying  in  every  difectic^n ;  and  the 
armies  of  Castanos  and  Palafox,  on  the  Ebro  and 
Arragon,  are  at  too  great  a  distance  to  render  me  .the 
smallest  assistance.  Under  sudii  citcumstM^es  tibe 
junction  of  this  Arn^y  becomes  exceedin^ypraca* 
nous,  and  requires  to  be  conducted  with  much  cir- 
cumspection. Should  the  Freiidh  advanee  upoa  us 
before  it  is  efiected.  Sir  David  Burd  must  rettm 
upon  Corunna,  and  I  shall  be  forced  to  fidl  back 
upon  Portugal,  or  to  join  General  Hope,  and  retire ' 
upon  Madrid. 

The  information  which  your .  Lordi^itp  must 
already  be  in  possession  of  renders  it  perhaps  less 
necessary  for  me  to  dwell  upon  the  state  of  a&irs 
in  Spain,  so  different  from  that  which  was  to  be 
expected  from  the  reports  of  the  officers  employed 
at  the  head  quarters  of  the  diflferent  Spanish  armies. 
They  seem  all  of  them  to  have  been  most  miseral^ 
deceived ;  for  until  lately,  and  since  the  arrival  of 
Mr.  Stuart  and  Lord  William  Bentinck  at  Madrid^ 
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tind  of  Colonel  Graham  at  the  Central  Army,  no 
just  representation  seems  ever  to  have  been  trans- 
mitted. Had  the  real  strength  and  composition  of 
the  Spanish  armies  been  known,  the  defenceless 
state  of  the  country,  and  the  character  of  the  Cen- 
tral Gotemment,  I  conceive  tiiat  Cadiz,  not  Co- 
ronna,  would  have  been  chosen  for  the  disembarka- 
tion of  the  troops  from  England;  and  Seville  .or 
Cordova,  not  Salamanca,  Would  have  been  selected 
for  the  pn^er  place  for  the  assembling  of  this 
Army. 

The  Spanish  Government  do  not  seem  ever  to 
have  contemplated  the  possibility  of  a  second  attack, 
and  are  certainly  quite  unprepared  to  meet  that 
which  is  now  made  upon  them.  Their  armies  are 
inferior  even  in  number  to  the  French.  That  which 
Blake  commanded,  including  Romana's  corps,  did 
pot  exceed  37,000.  A  great  proportion  of  these 
were  peasantry.  Tlie  armies  of  Castanosatid  Pala- 
fox  united  do  not  now  exceed  40,f)00,  and  are  not, 
I  suspect,  of  a  better  description;  and  until  lately 
they  were  much  weaker. 

In  the  provinces  no  armed  force  whatever  exists, 
either  for  immediate  protection,  or  to  reinforce  the 
armies.  The  French  cavalry  from  Burgos,  in  small 
detachments,  are  over-running  the  province  of 
Leon,  raising  contributions^  to  which  the  ihhabit- 
aoats  submit  without  the  least  resistance.  The  en- 
thusiasm, of  which  we  heard  so  muchj  no  where 
tippears ;  whatever  goodwill  there  is  (and  I  believe 
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amonggt  the  lower  order  ^re  is  ^  ff^t  4«al)  k 
tfken  no  advantage  of. 

I  am  at  this  moipent  in  nq  ^inipmiiQati()9  witib 
any  of  the  Genesals  conw^anding  the  ^pa^^sb  ar-< 
mies.  I  am  ^no^rsmt  of  th^ir  plans,  or  of  thoif^  pf 
the  GoveFnment.  (General  Castams,  with  whcwft, 
after  repeated  afqpilioation,  I  waa  desired  to  com- 
municate, 1p>r  the  purpose  of  comlanuig  the  opera- 
tions of  the  British  Army,  was  deprived  of  his  com-^ 
piand  at  the  moment  I  had  b^un  my  correspond^* 
ence  with  him.  The  Marquis  of  Romana,  who  it 
appointed  his  successor,  is  stiU  at  Saptander.  What- 
ever weight  the  Marquis  may  have,  when  he  assumes 
the  command.  General  Castanos  had  very  little; 
the  Geiierals  intrigued  against  him;  and  Civil  Com- 
missaries sent  by  the  Supreme  Junta,  without  any 
plan  of  their  own,  served  no  other  purpose  but  Uk 
excit^  dissension,  and  to  contrqul  his  actions.  In 
this  state  of  things  it  is  difficult  for  me  to  form  any 
plan  for  myself,  beyond  the  assembling  of  thei 
Army.  I  shall  then  be  in  a  state  to  undertake 
something ;  and  if  the  Spaniards,  roused  by  their 
misfortunes,  assemble  round  us,^  and  become  once 
more  enthusiastic  and  determined,  there  may  stil( 
be  hopes  of  repelling  the  French.  It. is  my  wish  to 
lay  before  your  Lordship,  for  the  information  of 
Government,  thin^  exactly  as  they  are :  it  answeia 
no  good  ji^irpose  to  represent  them  otherwise;  for 
it  is  thus  that  we  must  meet  them.  I  fieel  nq 
^spa^dency  in  myself,   japr  do  I  wish  to  excite 
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my  in  otherS)  but  omr  situation  is  Kkely  soon  to 
become  an  arduous  one. 

Rev^irses  nm^t  be  especte^-^  ai«d/  though  I  am 
eenffdMt  this  Army  wiU  always  do  iti$  duty^  yet 
iiltimafte  sticoeiss^will  dief)end  move  upon  the  Sptoi^ 
ards  themseli^v  ^^^  tb«^i^  enthunartic  devotion  to 
their  eauee^  than  on  the  eflK>rts  of  the  British ;  who, 
without  such' aid^  are  rkit  su^ieutty  numerous  to 
resiit  the  armies  which  will  be  ifAmediately  oppoited 
to  them. 

I  have  the  bonkmr^  &c. 

John  Mo&kt. 


Letter  from  Sir  John  Moore  to  Lord  Castteftagh.^ 

Sahmancar,  Nov.^,  1808. 
BkYLOltD, 

I  HAVE"  been  so  much  occupied  wMl 
tb«  busihe^  of  the  Ariii^,  that  I  h^ve  truisted  t9 
Mr.'Frei^e,  Mr.  Stuart/and  Lord  W^Hfefm  B^ntin^l^ 
to  convey  <6  your  Lordship  a  just  representation^  of 
the  state,  civil  and  militaty,  of  this  Gowntiy.  Thfe 
anwy  k  certainly  too  much  adventur^,  and  rfeks-  tb 
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be  brought  into  actiou  before  it  is  uiutedyimd  l^eii^ra 
its  stores,  ammunition,  &c.  are  brought  forward  to 
^ni^hle  it  to  act.  I  never  understood  the  metm^g 
of  the  Spanish  Generals,  in  sepandng  their  aripi^s^ 
beyond  communication,  on  each  flimk  o(  the  Fvendi; 
b|it  I  gave  them  credit  th^t  t^eir  plans  were  ealqar 
lated  upon  their  strength,  and  iramed  up<malmc^ 
Ifsdg^  of  countiy,  and  other  circuqistances  of  which 
I  was  ignorant ;  and  as  they  proposed  Bi^tgos,  | 
certainly  thought  I  was  perfectly  safe  in  assembling 
the  army  at  Salamanca :  but  if  I  had  had  sooner  a 
.  conception  of  the  weakness  of  the  Spanish  armies, 
tbe  defenceless  state  of  the  country,  the  apparent 
apathy  of  the  people,  and  the  selfish  imbecility  of 
the  Government,  I  should  certainly  have  been  in 
no  haste  to  enter  Spain,  or  to  have  approached  the 
scene  of  action,  until  the  army  was  united,  an4 
every  preparatory  arrangement  made  finr  its  advance. 
After  J  was  here,  and  the  troops^  were  landed  at 
Corunna,  it  was  too  late  to  retire ;  tiiough  I  fear  it 
may  prove  the  wisest  ^ing  I  could  have  done ;  for 
I  see  nothing  that  has  a  chance  of  resisting  the  force 
that  is  no^  brought  against  this  country.  There 
seems  neither  to  be  an  army,  generals,  nor  a  govern* 
ment;  I  cannot  calculate  the  power  of  a  whole 
p$Dpl9  determi^e^  and  enthmt^ttstif!,  if  persons  are 
brought  forward  with  ability  to  direct  it;  but  M 
{>resent  nothing  o^  th^s  Iqtid  appears,  ^nd  ytt  I  se^ 
jio  other  chtoce  Spain  has  of  resistance.  We  ant 
here  by  oiirselves,  left  to  manage  die  best  way  w^ 


Digitized 


by  Google 


APPENDIX.  41 

catt;,  without  communication' with  any  other  army ; 
ao  kwpwJedge  of  tte'  strength .  or  position  of  the 
Enemy^^  but  what  we  can  pick  up  in  a  country  where 
we  are  strangers, .  and  in  complete  ignorance  of  the 
}dans  or  wishes  of  the  Spanish  Government.  Indeed^ 
as  far  as  I  can  learn,  the  Junta,  alarmed  at  their 
Situation,  which  they  might  have  foreseen  and  ob- 
viated, are  incapable  of  forming  any  plan,  or  of. 
coming  to  any  fixed  determination.  ^I  have  of 
course  communicated  my  sentiments  to  Mr.  Frere, 
and  in.  a  late  letter  have  plainly  told  him,  that  the 
ruin  of  the  Sp^ish  cause  seemed  to  me  so  inevitable, 
t^tit  would  very  soon  become  my  duty  to  consider 
alone  the  safety  of  the  British  army,  and  withdraw 
it  from  a  contest  which  risked  its  destruction,  with- 
out the  prospect  of  doing  the  least  good.  In  the 
mean  time,  I  am  in  constant  communication  with 
Sir.  David  Baird  and  General  Hope.  Every  thiqg 
is  forwardmg  from  Coruni^  and  Lisbon  tjiiat  we  can 
want,  as  fast  as  the  natural  difficulties  of  the  coon- 
trjt*H  .iirough  which  they  pa^s,  arid  .the  scanty  means 
ol  iv,  aveyauce  they  afford,  will  allow.  Every  eJBTort 
ih :>  1:  be  exerted  on  my  part,  and  that  of  the  officers 
\Vt 'i  lae,  to  unite  the  army.  But  your  Lordship 
muEt  be  prepared  to  hear  that  we  have  failed ;  for. 
Situated  as  we  are,  success  cannot  be  commanded 
by  any  efforts  We  can  make,  if  the  Enemy  are  pre- 
pared to  oppose  us.  I  am  without  a  shilling  of 
mojflEy  to  pay  the  army  their  subsistence,  and  I  am 
iq%ily  apprefien^ion  that,  from  the  waiit  of  it,  dor 
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saj^Iies  will  be  stopped.    The  500^000  dolhrs  yottr 
Lordship  mentions.  Sir  David  Baird  considered  aa 
sent  to  him ;  he  detained  them,  and  has  nearly  eat- 
]iended  them.    The  money  which  it  is  possifak  to 
pR)Gure  at  Madrid  and  in  odier  towns  of  Spain  is 
quite  trifling,   and  it  is  impossible  to  describe  the 
embarrassment  we  are  thrown  into  from  the  vrant  off 
this  essential  article ;    nothing  but  abundance  of 
money;,   and  prompt  payments,  will  compensate;^ 
when  we  begin  to  move^  for  the  want  of  experieDoe 
and  ability  of  our  Commissariat.     Mr.  Erskine  ia 
still  at  Lisbon^  confined  to  hia  bed  witb  the  gout. 
There  must  be  a  change  in  the  head  of  this  depart- 
ment: your  Lordship  seems  to  have  misunderstxMxl 
me;  assistants  can  easily  be  j»rocured  every  whcre> 
but  it  is  a  man  of  ability  to  direct,.  tl»t  is  wanted* 
And  believe  me,  my  Lord,  that  it  is  essentially  ne-^ 
cessaiy  to  find  one  if  this  army  is  kept  together,  even 
'liy  to  do  it,  you  deviate  from  Ae  common  line,  and 
place  a  man.as  the  head,  who  has  never  before  been 
m  the  department ;  but  I  beg  to  be  understood,  that, 
unless  the  change  is  essentially  for  the  better,  it  wilt 
do  mor^  harm  than  good.    The  changes  which  lutve 
already  taken  place  have  only  tended  to  puzzle  us 
the  more,  for  Mr.  Kennedy  is  a  very  respectable 
man,  and  is  at  lea»t  as  good  as  any  of  his  colleagues 
in  the  department.     I  have  transmitted  to  Mr.  Ers- 
kine copies  of  Mr.  Harrison's  and  Mr.  Burgman'a 
letters,  which  accompanied  your  dispatcher;  but  I 
^ubt  if  inoney  to  any  considerable  amount  can  be 
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-jiTDCured  in  sxfy  part  of  Spain ;  and  ytiar  Lordship 
must  be  prepared  to  Bu]!^p}y  it  from  £ngland.  Pn>- 
visions  can  be  of  no  use  to  us,  unless  Ive  were  acting 
upon  the  coast ;  it  would-be  impossibl^^,  when  at  a 
distance,  to  have  them  conv^^ed  to  us,  or  to  fihd 
the  means  of  their  accompanying  the  movement  of 
the  troops.  It  is  my  intention  to  mak^  the  troc^$ 
^nd  their  own  meat,  and  to  call  upon  the  Commiar 
aapy  for  bre^d,  wine,  and  forage  only.  This  would 
be  attended  with  many  good  effects,  besides  easing 
the  Commissfiriat.  The  troops  would  be  satisfied 
with  less  meat,  and  would  gradually  learn  to  live 
up&n  what  the  country  produced  in  greatest  abun- 
dance ;  but,  to  adopt  this  plan,  I  must  be  certain  of 
^  money  to  pay  them,  which  at  present  I  am  not. 

With,  respect  to  the  officers  employed  with  the 
armies,  I  cannot  help  thinking,  though  probably 
not  intentionally,  that  they  have  done  harm,  as  the 
intelligence  they  have  conveyed  has  tended  to  de-r 
ccive ;  for  nothing  can  differ  more  from  the  real 
state  of  Spain,  the  strength,  condition,  arid  compo- 
sition of  its  armies,  than  all  the  representations  i 
have  ever  read,  which  theyjhad  sent. 

Major-General  Leith  is  an  old  acquaintance  of 
mine,  and  he  perfectly  deserves  the  character  you 
give  of  him-;  although  from  letters  I  have  seen  from 
htm,  I  think  he  has  in  some  instances  mistaken  the 
puiposes  of  his  mission.  At  present  he  can  be  of 
little  use  with  a  dispersed  army ;  iand  as,  from  the 
peneral  Officers  who  left  us,  we  ace  in  want  of  Offi- 
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cers  to  command  the  brigades,  I  trust  you  will  ap- 
,  prove  of  my  having  orderecj  him  to  join  Sir  David 
Baird ;  he  will  leave  one  of  the  officers  attached  to 
him  to  carry  on  the  correspondence. 


{This  passage  contains  observations  on  the  abilities 
of  several  individuals^  Spanish  and  British,  very 
important  for  Ministers,  hut  not  proper  for  the 
public  eye.]         *  *  #  #  * 

«  «  «F  #  *  #  '  # 

The  British  officers  employed  with  the^  Spanish 
armies  should  confine  themselves  to  their  duty  to 
transmit  faithful  statements  of  all  that  passes^  but 
should  keep  aloof  from  all  cabals  ox  intrigues.     I , 
have  no  uneasiness  about  the  relative  rank  I  should 
hold  when  serving  with  the  Spanish  Generals,  though 
perhaps  it  will  be  right  for  the  British  Government 
to  stipuUte  something  upon  this  head.     My  situa^ 
tion  at  the  head  of  so  large  a  British  force  will  always 
give  me  sufficient  influence.    The  tone  of  my  letter 
to  General  Castanos  was  conciliatory,  and  tending 
to  qonvey  that  I  considered  himt  as .  chief  of  the 
Spanish  army,  the  person  whose  wishes  I  desired  to 
follow,  apd  l>e^ed  him  to  communicate  them  to 
me.    I  shall  adopt  the  same  style  in  my  correspond- 
ence with  the  Marquis  of  Romana.     I  perfectly  feel 
the  power  I  hfive,  as  commanding  an  auxiliary  force,, 
to  depart  from  any  plan  I  disapprove ;  but  this  n^^ 
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not  be  produced  unless  required :  it  is  natural  that 
the  Comn^ander  of  the  Spanish  army  should  be 
considered  as  the  Commander  of  the  whole.  What 
I  have  stated  in  my  official  dispatch  of  tHe  conduct 
of  the  troops,  is  not  more  than  they  deserve :  no- 
thing can  exceed  their  behaviour :  it  is  the  surprize 
and  admiration  of  the  Spaniards.  *  * 

*  At  Almeida  was  the  only  exception.  * 

«  «  «  #  «  #  « 

One  of  the  soldiers  who  was  sentenced  to  be  hanged 
by  a  Court  Martial,  I  ordered  to  be  executed ;  and 
I  spoke  my  min^  pretty  freely  to  both  the  officers 
and  soldiers  as  I  passed  Almeida.  I  hope  this  will 
have  a  good  effect ;  and  that  wheni  they  join  th6 
sumy,  they  will  behave  better.  Brigadier-Genend 
Charles  Stuart  is  ^dth  General  Hope.  I  forwarded 
his  letter  to  him ;  and  I  hear  good  accounts  both  of 
'him  and  of  the*Gavalry. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

JoHK  Moo|t£« 
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N.  . 

Letter  from  !§ir  Jehn  Moore  to  hard  Castlereagh* 

Salamanca,  25  Nov.  1808.* 

mV  load. 

In  Unswier  to  your  Lorddhip'a  Letter, 
inclosing  the  Cdpy  of  a  Warrant  fw  the  asseibbling 
a.  Court  of  Enquiry  to  investigate  the  circiiiiistaiices 
tinder  which  the  late  Convention  in  Portugal  was 
concluded ;  I  have  only  to  say^  that  1  hope^  in  the 
middle  of  such  operations  as  I  am  at  preseAt  en^^ 
gaged  In,  Lahall  not  be  desired  to  send  home  the 
Adjutant  and  Quarter-Master  Generals  of  the  Anny; 
the  two  Officers  upon  whom  hinges  the  whole  busi- 
ness of  the  Army.     It  is  hardly  necessary  for  me  to 
dwell  upon  such  a  subject ;  the  Members  themselves 
must  be  sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  inconveni- 
ence which  must  attend  such  a  measure  to  me ;  and 
the  injury  which  it  will  occasion  to  the  service.     I 
trust  that  the  Court  and  Parties  will  either  dispense 
with  the  evidence  of  these  officers/  or  that  they  will 
send  out  the  questions  which  they  wish  to  be  an- 
swered ;  when  they  can  be  taken  upon  oaA  here, 
before  the  Deputy  Judge  Advocate  of  the  army. 
Indeed,  from  the  nattire  of  the  evidence  which 
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c 


Brigadier-^jieQeral  Clinton  and  Coloilel  Muiray  caa- 
fjkre^  I  should  think  this  method  might  be  adopted 
with  equal  advai>tage  to  all  the  parties:  but  at  any> 
rate,  if  this  ^nnot  be^  X  hope  the  Enquiry  wiH  be 
put  off  until  quieter  timed,  i 

I  have  the  honour  t6  b^^  &c« 

Jqhn  Mooes* 


O. 

Letter  Jrom  Sir  John  Moore  to  Lord  CastlereagL 

S^manea,  9^' Nov,  1808: 
MV.LORD. 

I  HAD  the  honour  to  receive  your  Lord-^ 
;sh]p*&  letter^  mentioning,  that  it  had  been  determined 
to  send  .Sir  John  Cradock  to  command  in  Portugal^ 
in  consequence'  of  Sir  Harry  Burrard's  recall ;  hiit 
that  his  superiot  rank  was  not  to  interfere  with  my 
command  of  the  army  in  the  field,  in  the  etent  ^ 
the  British  army  falling  back  on  Portugal.  Sir 
Harry  Burrard  sent  an  order  to  Maj.^^Gen.Mackent- 
zie,  HOW' with  Sir  David  Baird,  bqt  who  belongs  to 
thie  staff  of  Portugal,  to  go  to  Lisbon  to  take  doe 
command  upon  his  departure ;  but^  as  the  commo- 
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tiotis  which  your  Lordship  mentions  are  long  since 
q^uelled,  and  as  Portugal  is  perfectly  trahquil^  I  have, 
taken  upon  me  to  detain  Msg.-Gen.Maekenzie  with 
Sir  David  Baird,  who  i«  much  in  want  of  General 
Officers,  until  the  arrival  of  General  Leith^  for  whonx 
I  have  sent  to  St.  Andero. 

I  am  not.pi*epared  at  this  moment  to  answer  mi- 
nutely your  Lordship's  question  respecting  the  de- 
fence of  Portugal ;  but  I  can  say  generally^  that  the 
frontier  of  Portugal  is  not  defensible  against  a  supe- 
rior force.  It  is  an  open  frontier,  all  ^ually  rugged^ 
but  all  equally  to  be  penetrated.  If  the  French 
succeed  in  Spain,  it  will  be  vain  to  attempt  to  resist 
them  in  Portugal.  The  Portuguese  are  without  a 
military  force;  and,  from  the  experience  of  their 
conduct  under  Sir  Arthur  \yellesley,  no  dependence 
is  to  be  placed  on  any  aid  they  can  give.  The  Bri- 
tish must  in.  that  event,  I  conceive,  immediately  take 
steps  to  evacuate  the  countr3\  Lisbon  is  the:  only 
port,  and  therefore  the  only  place  from  whence  the 
army,  with  its  stores,  can  embark.  Elvas-aiiid  Air 
meida  are  the  only  fortresses  on  the  frontier.  The 
first  is,  I  am  told,  a  respectable  work.  Almeida  is 
defective;  and  could  not' hold  out  beyond  ten  days 
against  a  regular  attack.  I  have  ordered  a  dq>6.t  of 
provisions,  for  a  short  consumption,  to  be  formed 
there,  in  case  this  army  should  be  obliged  to: fall 
back.  Perhaps  the  same  should  be  done  at  Elvas. 
In  this  case  we  might  check  the  progress  of  the 
Enemy,    whilst  the  stores  were  embarking^    and 
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A^ffinigftifiehts  were  brade  fof  taking  off*  tWt  Arm^j 

dieuid  Ifot  be  ibonght  of. 

I  liave  <fee  honour  tb  b6y  &c. 

J0«i»  Moo^t^i 


MY  LORPy 

*  It  was  my  intention  to  have  detained  the 
Messenger  until  I  should  have  received  from  Madrid 
Mr.  Frere's  dispatches ;  but  I  have  received  no  an- 
swer from  him  to  the  letters  I  wrote  to  him  on  the 
19th,  two  days  after  the  arrival  of  this  messenger 
from  England.  I  am  averse  to  detain  him  longer, 
thinking  the  matter  contained  in  my  letters  of  the 
24th  sufficiently  important  not  to  be  longer  detained. 
I  was  the  more  surprized  at  not  receiving  any  from 
Mr.  Frere,  as  he  should  be  able  to  judge,  from  the 
state  of  the  Junta,  and  of  the  public  mind  there, 
\vhat  efforts  are  likely  to  be  made  to  oppose  the 
French  5  and  this  is  material  to  determine  me  whe- 
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ther  to  fall  back  on  Portugal  or  Madrid,  in  case  anch 
measures  are  necessary.  If  I  am  obliged  to  fall  back 
before  my  junction  with  Sir  David  Baird^  it  will,  I 
think,  be  on  Portugal.  After  the  jul^otion  I  am 
inclined  to  prefer  Madrid ;  unless  I  plainly  see  that 
the  game  is  up,  and  resistance  on  th^  part  of  Spain 
vain.  If  we  remain  in  Spain,  too  many  cavalry 
cannot  be  sent,  as  the  French  cavalry  are  numerouSj 
and  the  Spaniards  have  few  or  none.  Yesterday  I 
received  a  letter  from  General  Leith,  from  Leon ; 
where  he  had  arrived  with  the  Marquis  of  Romana* 
I  am  in  hopes  of  seeing  the  Marquis  of  Romana  as 
he  passes  to  Madrid ;  and  think  it  most  important 
that  I  should.  General  Blak^  is  at  no  great  distam^e 
from  Leon ;  but  I  believe  alone,  without  any  part  of 
his  force,  which  is  completely  dispersed. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

John  Moors. 
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From  Mr.  Frere  to  Hlk  Excellency  Mr.De  Gar  ay. 

'    *        '     I  '  Aranjuez,  23  Nxyo,  18b8. ' 

'     SIR/     ••  ~  ' 

V  •  I  HAVB  thotight  proper  to  address  yowr 
Excelten^y,  'its  a  Member  and  Secretetry  of  the  Su- 
preme CefitralJudta.,  a  r^resentation  whicli  appears 
to  me  too  important  not  to  "be  communicated  to  that' 
Assembly  through  a  person  dii^tinguii^ed  by  their 
confidencev  and  by^tfee  important  of&e  he  holds. 

I  have  ff^ceived  letters  from  Sir  John  Moore, 
which  render  it  necessary  for  me  to  recapitulate  the 
complaints  which  he  has  addressed  to  me,  and  wbich, 
he  r^reits  he  is  not  able^to  make  in  person  at  Aran- 
juez. 

He  complains,  in  the  first  ^lace,  of  the  state  of 
ignorance  he  is  left  in  respecting.the  number  and  po- 
sition of  the  Enemy's  forces ;  and  even  of  the  plans 
and  operations  of  the  campaign ;  to^siich  a  degree  (he 
writes)  that  when  the  very  unmilitafy  evacuation  of 
Valladolid  by  General  Pignatelli  took  place,  that  Of- 
ficer did  not  think  it  his  dutj^  to  inform  him  «f  it. 
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The  particulars  of  the  march^  and  of  the  effective 
strength  of  the  army  of  Estremadura^  were  likewise 
for  a  long  time  unknown  to  him.  The  retreat  of 
General  Blake,  and  his  subsequent  retreat  to  Rey- 
nosa,  he  was  also  left  ignorant  of,  until. he  learnt 
these  events  from  Madrid.  He  continues  in  these 
words,  "  I  am  in  no  communication  with  any  of  the 
'^  Spaiysh  armies,  nor  am  I  made  acqufiioted,  wdtb 
^*  the  plans  either  of  the  Government,  or  of  the  Ge- 
^*  9)^iial3«  Casl;ano^.  with  whom  I  was  put  in  corre- 
*'  spondence,  is  dismissed  from  his  commaixcj^  at  the 
t^  mpioeijijt  I  e^pec^d;  tq  heai:  fi^psrx  hin ;  and  Ro- 
V  jD^ana^  with  vhow  I  sMpppla^  I  oow  ought  tQ  cor- 
"  i;Q6pm4,  ip.  ahs^nt  I»  tfe^  oi^emi  time  th^  Fwnch, 
*f .  whpfQ  mimb^^^  I  cannot  leBi!i^>  are  <mjy.  few  days* 
^*  imn^  ^6^m%  feoBi  njy  ^imfiy,  which  is,  only  as- 
'^  ^etnblingi.  No  chajwel  oC  iofprmatioQ.  Iwa  been 
*' opened  fer.  me,  ^nd I  hi^yeoptbeealong enough 
^^^  in  the  coimtiy  tjo  procure  one  fof  myaell  I  ^ve 
?  you,  thi«  informitti<Hi,  Mtd  I:  wish  I  could  go  my- 
^5  self  to.  Aranjoes  ot  Mwit^,  to  make  a  repre^fmiaf 
^^  tion  of  it;  for,  in  truth,  if  things  remain  in. this 
^  sitqatjQUy  the  mia  of  the  Spajaish  cause,  and  the 
^^  defi^  of  their  aiTBi^  13  iaeiritahle;  aod  it  will 
^'  heoome  Vky  duty  opiy  to  qonsldcar  the  safety  of  the 
'^  British  Ajrmy,  ao4  to  take  measuiea  to  witlidiaw 
^'  i%  from  a  sitnation  ^«tberej  without  the  posabiiity 
^:pf  being  uaeA|l>  it  i$  ei^ipflcd  to  cerkain  defeat.* 

In  answer  to  dioae  #baarvatioiis  tespfxtiog  Ge- 
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ttftral  Cftitanoft  feinrf  the  Mdrquk  bf  Roifaaiia^  jrour 
Excellency  informed  me,  to  my  great  fettrjpwse^  thai: 
wt*a-s  had  biSeh  sentj  ttei  days  befoJe^  to  the  Mar- 
qi»ts  ^f  Rottiima  to  come  and  tbke  the  ctrnfime^d  of 
thfe  Attny  of  the  Centre;  andtotear^  l^t  of  tfe 
Nokh^  and  of  the  A$tttriad3  tinder  the  cbnkmafifl 
5f  Genroll  Bbke.  ?  t 

It  se^ifiis  lb  me  liiat  a  fe^ctet  known  tb  iwD-sin<l^ 
thirty  persons  (the  iiiarhbfer  df  thi  Jtarti^  might 
haV6  b^eil  ttust^d  t4)^  the  Mitiligter  of  His  Britannic 
Mdjei^yy  ^thbiit  any  great  additiomstl  risk  of  its  being 
dmiiged;  alihoHgh  th^rt;  had  bedn  tm  cpmkti<m  of. 
fi  &C5t  SKo  itit^restingj  that  th|^  knowledge  >of  it '  was 
lfieces«tiy  fot  a  cdtre9|x>ndehce,  upon  which  mfgbt 
4ffp^riA  the  safetjr  of  the  English  army.  ^ 

It  li^]|)eared  td  Qie  that  your  Exdeil^ncy  was^^  ncrt 
insefrifcrhk  to  the  justice  of  ihis  refiection ;  to  which 
I  nright  have  added,  that  the  hews  of  the  entry  of 
the  French  into  Valladolid  had  been  concealed  ftom 
me ;  andy  when  I  enquired  if  there  wa^  any  founda- 
tion for  the  rumoiir  which  mentioned  it,  I  was  ati- 
ewered,  that  no  official  news  had  arrived  that  day, 
except  a  report  respecting  the  ftioving  some  piec^ 
pf  airtillery,  i  believe,  to  Segovia,  It  was  impossi- 
ble for  me  to  think,  after  such  an  answer^  thatau^ 
thentic  acconnts  had  actually  brought  certain  infor- 
mation of  the  event  respecting  which  I  was  de- 
inahdit^g  an^  explanation ;  and  that  the  fact  .was 
4ifi^i|ibl6d'  by  ^n  equivecation  founded  upon  the 
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non-arrival  of  the  official  dispatches  from  the 
Commandant* 

The  news  of  the  defeat  of  General  Blake^  a  pieoe 
of  news  which  might  have  occasioned  the  total  loss 
of.  the  two  divisions  under  General  Moore  and  Sir 
David  Baird^  was  undoubtedly  communicated  to 
me ;  but  not  until  the  evening  of  the  day  which 
followed  the  arrival  of  the  courier. .  I  am  &r  fix>m 
feeling  myself  the  slightest  iU-hum6ur  towards  per- 
sons extremdy  respectable^  and  who>  both  in  their 
answers  and  in  their  silence^  only  follow  the  system 
which  has  been  traced  out  to  them ;  but  it  is  my 
duty  to  expostulate  strongly  against  the  eontinua* 
tion  of  a  system  which^  without  ensuring  secrecy 
towards  the  Enemy,  establish^  distrust  and  tny««- 
tery,  instead  of  that  conficknce  which  should  be  the 
foundation  of  the  united  plans^  on  which  the  fate  of 
the  war  must  depend. 

I  have  learned  with  much  pleasure  the  news  of 
recalling  the  disorganizing  Commission  which  had 
been  sent  to  the  Army  of  the  Centre  5  as  well  as 
that  of  ftomin^ting  Mr.  de  Morla,  with  fall  powers 
to  confer  and  conclude  with  our  Officers,  upon  all 
business  respecting  an  effective  system  of  co-opete- 
tibn ;  and  I  hope  that  these  powers  will  be  fiirtber 
enlarged,  both  as  to  execution  and  delibefati<»). 

Tho  Courier  which  was  sent  to  the  Mai^quis  of 
Botnana  will  have  undoubtedly  carried  an  order  to 
Coihmunicate  freely  with  General  Sir  Jofc^i  Moore. 
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•  I  cannot  finish  without  itfaankingyouf  excellency 
for  the  attention  with  which,  at  a  firat  conference 
you  listened  to  the  particulars  of  a  representation  so 
extremely  disagreeable. 

I  b^,  &c.,&c. 

J.  H.  Fr£R£.       ' 


R. 

Letter  from  Sir  John  Moore  to  Lord  Castlereagh.^ 

SOflamanca,  29  Nov.  1808. 
MY  LORD, 

I  RECEIVED  yesterday  evening  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Stuart,  enclosing  one  from  Lieut.-Col. 
Doyle,  from  Aranjuez,  announcing  the  total  defeat 
of  the  army  of  Castanos  and  Palafox,  My  junctipn 
with  Sir  David  Baird,  which  was  always  extremely 
doubtful,  although  I  was  determined  to  try  it,  is 
become,  I  conceive,  quite  impracticable;  but  if 
this  army  could  be  united,  after  the  i^ecimens  we 
have  had  of  the  very  little  resistance  ofiered^by  the 
Spaniards,  what  chance  has  this  army  alone  of  re- 
sisting the  fwrnidable  numbers  which  will  be  im-* 
mediately  brought  against  it  ?   I  conceive  the  Bri- 


Digitized  by  Google 


5(?  AmwBi*, 

t^  tM«ps  nwe  amt  m  tid  of  ^  ^paivsjb  armits; 
bjit  Mt  ^sfiDgly  to  T^sl;  Fmmp  jf  tki»  %0taafB4« 
im<ie  no  eflMft*  ^y  persevmug  longer  I  should 
certainly  sacrifice  the  Army^  withoiit  bep^tiffg 
Spain.  I  have,  therefore,  deterp^ped  to  retire.  I 
have  ordered  9ir  David  Baird  to  fell  back  on  Co- 
runna,  and  General  Hope  to  endeavour,  by  forced 
inarches,  to  join  me  at  this  place.  I  have  already 
given  your  Lordship  my  .opinion,  that  Portugal 
cannot  be  defended  against  a  superior  Enemy ;  but 
the  Spaniards  may  still  giv^  the  French  some^  occu- 
pation; and  the  difficulties  of  the  country,  the 
swelling  of  the  rivers,  &c.  may  prevent  the  French 
from  pushing  us  much,  and  enable  me  to  stand  for 
a  time.  This  tiipe  eaa  only  b^  w^il  eo^plpycd  in 
vrithdrawing  the  army,  which  can  dp  no  good  herp  j 
but  which,  if  the  Spaniards  rouse,  and  get  an  able 
man  at  their  head,  are  able  to  collect^  and  to  make 
^ttle  from  the  South.  If  landed  at  Cadiz  we  may 
$till  bie  useful*  I  h^ve  desired  Sir  Pavid,  th^efore^ 
to  repair,  when  e]fnbarl|pe4»  to  th^  Tagus^  and  | 
flbould  hope  that  yqur  Lordship  wil}  imm^ately 
<^4er  a,  siilfici^t  number  of  transports  fro^  £ng-s 
]wd  to  receive  the  Army.  When  I  left  Lisbon  there 
Vras  tonnage  there  for  12,000  me^.  |t  is  by  landing 
]in  the  South  of  Spain,  that  now  we  can  be  of  any 
use.  The  Spaniards  h%ve  failed  i^t  so  ippupb  frooi 
any  feult  or  weakne^  in  the  people,  as  from  the 
}fi.mt  of  energy  s^nd  ability  in  the  goytTument,  If 
this  be  9ver§;et,  and  inen  o^  greater  taJti^nt  get  to  tb^ 
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head^  there  may  still  be  a  chance ;  and,  by  throwing 
in  arms  and  ammunition^  and  finally  with  this  army, 
their  affairs  may  be  retrieved.  It  is,  however,  im- 
possible, after  what  we  have  seen,  to  be  very  saa- 
guine  on  this  subject. . 

I  shall  probably  have  an  opportunity  of  writing  to 
you  again  very  soon ;  but  I  was  anxious  not  to  de- 
tain Mr.  Vaughan,  who  carries  this,  and  who 
brought  me  Mr,  Stuarfs  letter  from  Madrid.  I 
shall  anxiously  wait  for  your  Lordshijp's  answer,  and 
hope  to  find  that  the  decision  I  have  made  meets  the 
^prob^tion  of  His  Majesty's  Government 
I  have  the  honom:  to  be,  &c. 

JoffN  MOORH* 

*  P.S,  I'shslll  write  to  the  General  commanding  in 
Portugal  to  embark  inimediately  the  stores  of  the 

'  Army ;  and  to  send  provisions  to  Abrantes  and 
Oporto  for  this  Army.     He  will  provision  Elvas, 

^  fitvA  make  dispositions  to  aid  us  in  covering  Lisbon. 
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Ex^mo  »>'. 
Con  esta  fha  digo  lo  qae  sigue  al  S^'  Ministro  de 
S,  M*  B.  en  £spaifa« 

pESEANOo  la  Junta  Snprema  Gohema- 
tiva  del  Reyno  fixar.  de  una  vez  su  concepto  acerca 
d^  ks  operaciones  del  Exercito  auxiliar  Yngles^  y 
que  la  continuacion  de  planes  decididos  proporcione 
las  ventajas  que  deveniQs  esperar  de  las  fuerzas  £s* 
pan  olas  auxiliadas  de  las  Britanicas,  ha  juzgada  con- 
veniente  comisionar  sujetos  q«  al  caracter^  conocim***, 
y  experiencia  military  reuniesen  las  demas  qualidades 
que  se  necesitan  para  encargo  tan  importante.  Las 
personas  q^  por  todas  estas  consideraeiones  ha  juz^  - 
gado  mas  aproposito  son  D"  Bentum  Esealaute, 
Capitan  General  de  los  Real*  Extos  y  del  Reyno  de 
Granada,  Presid*«  de  Aquella  Junta,  y  el  Brigadier 
D°^Agustin  Bueno,  los  quales  saldran  immediata- 
mente  para  Salamanca  a  tratar  eon  los  S.  S.  Gene- 
rales  del  Exto  y  ngles,  y  convinar  con  ellos  quantas 
medidas,  planes^  e  ideas  sean  oportunas,  decidan 
sobre  las  operacion*  militares  y  demas  puntos  q* 
ocurran  y  convenga  arreglar ;  afin  de  q®  las  tropas  de 
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S.  M.^.  obren  de  concierto  con  las  nuestras^  y  ac- 
celerando sus  movimientos  convinados^  se  eviten  di- 
laciones  tan  contrarias  a  la  noble  empresa  importante 
a  ambas  Naciones,  cuyos  lazos  de  amistad  y  de  ali^ 
anza  van  a  estrechar  mas  y  mas  riesgos  comunes,  y 
ana  gloria  en  q*  ntra  generosa  auxiliar  tendrd  h 
may'pte. 

Y  lo  traslado  a  ^V.  E.  para  su  gobierno  y  q^  le 
coilste  la  autorizacipn  de  q^  van  revestidos  el  Gen^ 
Escalante  y  el  Brigadier  Bueno. 

]%0B  gue*  a  V.  E.  m^  a*.  R^  Palacio  de  Aranjuea^ 
S6  de  Novembie  de  1 80S. 

Martin  de  Garay* 
S^  Genf  en  Xefe  de  las  trdpas  de  S*  Ml  B.  en 


T, 

Letter  from  Sir  John  Moore  to  Lard  Castlereagh. 

Sdammca,  Dec.  5,  1806. 
MTLORD^ 

I  HAD  the  honour  to  address  your  Lord- 
ship on  the  29th  of  November,  and  to  inform  you 
tnth  the  determination  I  had  come  to,  in  conse- 
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quence  of  the  defeat  of  the  army  of  Geneltd  Ca^i* 
tanofl;  and  General  Hope^  with  the  diTisioa  hm 
commaadB,  marched  to  Avila  to  avoid  the  superior 
cavalry  of  the  Eiiemy  In  the  plain^  and  reached 
Alba 4e  Toraies^  four  leagues  from  tiiis,  yesterday; 
his  jtinctioa  is  thus  secured^  and  I  am  noW  pre^ 
paring  to  fall  back  on  Ciudad  Rodrigo.  The  Eftemy 
has  directed  his  whole  force  towards  MlMlrid>  Which 
wiD  probably  give  me  time  to  reach  Portugal  Btimo** 
tested.  Buonaparte  is  at  Ardnda  de  Dveitvi  rsili- 
ibroeraeiits  join  him  daily*  Thfe  French  attached 
and  carried  the  pass  of  Somma  Sieni  on  the  i^ill, 
which  opens  to  them  that  of  the  Guardarama ;  and 
they  are  in  possession  of  S^ovia^  The  feit  Sfmnish 
corps  opposed  to  them  are  composed  of  fugitives 
collected  from  the  beaten  armies,  and  they  offer  no 
resistance.  I  have  had  no  communication  with 
Madrid  since  the  30th  of  November;  the  inhabit 
tants  had  taken  up  arms,  were  barricading  the 
streets,  and  expressed  a  determination  to  die  rather 
than  submit ;  no  such  spirit  has  yet  been  manifested 
by  any  other  force  in  Spain.  How  long  the  popu- 
lace of  a  large  town  are  likely  to  persevere  in  such  a 
resolution,  or  how  long  they  will  be  able  to  with- 
stand the  formidable  attack  made  against  them,  I 
cannot  say.  Yowr  Lordship  may  believe  that  it  was 
not  without  much  reflection  and  extr^ifte  reluctance 
that  I  determined  to  withdraw  the  arrtiy  froip  Spain, 
and  to  abandon  the  cause,  fdr  the  success  of  wfcich 
the  Government  are  so  mttch  iiitefested,  and  th^ 
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publie  mind  so  highly  eilalted.  Mj  letters  to  youv 
Lordship^  of  the  35th  «Qd  26th  November^  con-t* 
taining  a  just  reptresenteitioa  of  the  state  of  a^ivsr  iti 
this  eoimtiyy- would  tend  to  shew  how  nnich  the 
Cii(Mreriim«it  and  the  people  of  Ei^Iand  had  been 
deceivec^  andi  would  prepare  your^  Lordship  for  this 
roMrses  whiab  have  since-  taken  pioee.  Af'kuig  ts 
theve  reraailied'  im,  afrnsy^  ^r^  any  hop^  Of  i^sistanc^l 
<m  the  p9Pt  of  the  SpaniaTd^f^  I  was  determinedi  to 
persevere,  at  all  rkks^  in  "thegmiction  ©f  ^he  ttrmy^ 
and  then  ii^  General  CaAtai^os  had  re(?etTed  a  chidek, 
0t  been  fenced  to  retreat,  it  wias  my  mte¥itio»,  if 
nothing  better  bderedi^  tQ  nrnrcb  upon  Madiidy  fio^sat 
whettfse;  getting  behind  th^  l^gus,  we  should  faiav^ 
given  the  Spaniavds^  to  opportunity  of  rallyiiig 
apound  us/and  have  shared  their  fo4»tttnesi  Thit^ 
ilitention  f  n)en4itoned' to  your -Lordship  in  mfletbep 
of  the9^h^  and  (imparted  it  as^ a  qi^stioivtaMn 
Frere  ibr'  his  opinion.  But  the^  sudden-  defeat  of 
G^l^teral^  €astanos*  army,  so  complete,  and  yet  ac-^ 
eomplished  after  so  little  resistance,  Shewed'  witiv 
^hat  little  ardour  the  Spaniards^  are  inspired  intheip 
cottntry^s  cause -^it  left  nothing  either  to*  aid  mej  o» 
to  ppeve.nt'  th^^farther  progress  of  the  Enemy.  f^hS 
British  army  was  at  that  moment  on  its  marclttor 
collect  at  this  place  and  Astorga.  General.  Mop^ 
with  the  head  of  his  division  was  at  Villa  €ast4ttf 
and-  from  the  collected  manner  in  which  it  wa»  ne^ 
cessary  to  march,  be  could  not  have  joined  me^ 
sooner  than  he  has  done ;  Sir  Dkvid  Baird's*  corpi 
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could  not  be  coUected  at  Astoiiga  before  the  4th  of 
this  month :  it  was  thus  impossible  for  this  army  to 
have  been  united  before  the.  14th,  or  13th;  and 
still  later  before  it  could  be  ready  to  undertake  an 
ofiensive  movement    This  time  was  more  than  suf- 
fioient  to  aiable  the  Enemy  to  finish  the  destruction 
of  what  Httle  Spanish  force  remained,  and  to  turn 
the  greatest  part  of  his  army  againM  the  BrUash^ 
which  when  united  does  not  exceed  s6,000  men, 
but  which  probably  he  would  be  able  to  attack 
whilst  detached  and  separated.     I  had  the  most 
perfect  conviction,  from  experience,  of  the  want  of 
energy  and  ability  in  the  Spanish  Government^  and 
of  the  apathy  of  the  people,  and  of  the  unprepared 
state  of  the  country,  and  that  upon  the  defeat  of  the 
armies  no  aid  was  to  be  expected  from  any  other 
quarter.     1  considered  the  British  army  as  standing 
alone,  that  its  union  could  not  be  attempted  with- 
out great  hazard,  and,  if  effected,  that  it  could  not 
withstand  the  great  force  that  would  be  brought 
against«it.     It  was  vain,  I  thought,  that  under  such 
circumstances  it  could  retrieve  the  Spanish  cause ; 
and  though  I  knew  the  army  wouljd  cheerfully  at- 
tempt whatever  I  ordered,  I  thought  my  duty  called 
upon  me  not  to  expose  it  to  a  contest  in  which  its 
best  efforts  could  not  promise  to  be  successful.     It 
m^y  fairly  be  said   that  the  British  army  never 
leached-  Spain :  it  cannot  in  the  true  sense  be  called 
an  army  until  it  ,is  united  and  prepared  to  act ;  the 
Spanish  forces  were  defeated,  and  their  cause  lost, 
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before  the  British  sa  constituted  could  come  to  their 
asmatance.  I  feel  the  weight  of  the  responsibility 
£atllen  to  me;  I  had  nothing  but  difficulties  to 
choose  ;  whether  I  have  chosen  the  least,  and  that 
which  will  be  the  least  disapproved  bgr  His  Majesty 
and  my  Country^  i  cannot  determine:^ my  wish  has 
been>  to  decide  right:  I  reflected  well  upon  the  dif- 
ferent duties  I  iaad  to  discharge ;  and,  if  I  have  de- 
cided wrongt;  it  can  only  be  because  1  am  not  gifted- , 
with  that  ju<%ment  which  was  imputed  to  me  when; 
I  was  entrusted  with  this  important  command. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

John  MooEE. 


From  the  London  Newspapers,  Dec.  Idthy  l8(>8. 

'^  PARIS. 

Thirteenth  Bulletin  of  the  Army  in  Spain.    - 

Saint  Martin^  near  Madnd,  D^.  %  • 

"  On  the  ggth  ult.  ^  head-quarters  of  ^ 

the.  Emperor  were  removed  to  the  village  of  Bon-^; 
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€paiUs.    On  the  ^h,  at  break  oi  duy,  the  DoIm 
of  BeUano  presented  himself  at  the  foot  of  the  SoiaM 
Sierra.    A  diyisioa  of  15,000  men  of  the  %afifisli 
BKmy  of  rqaerve  defended  die  passs^  of  'lAkesKWH^ 
tains*     The  enemy  tiicught  themieltes  unattack'^ 
able  in  that  po8xtiM)o.    Thef  wereentfeatshol  in  the 
narrow   passage  called  Puola  with  l6  pieces  ot 
eaamoa.    The  (^ih  light  in&n*ry  matched  upon  the 
vight,  the  96th  upon  the  caiiseivayy  and  the  ^J^ht 
folldtredi  by  the  side  of  the  hdghte  on  tftpe;  l#ft.    4}e< 
neral  Senannon^  with  sioc  pieces  of  artilleiy,  ad^ 
vanced  by  the  causeway }  the  actiiMi  CM&menoed  by 
the*  iring  of  musketry  and  cannon.     A  charge  made 
by  General  Montbrun,  at  the  head  of  the  Polish 
light  horse,  decided  the  afiair ;  it  was  a  most  bril- 
liant one,   and  this  regiment  covered  itself  with 
glory,  and  proved  it  was  worthy  to  form  a  part  of 
the  Imperial  Guard.     Cannons,  flags^  muskets,  sol- 
diers,   all  were  taken,   or  cut  to  pieces.      Eight 
Polish  light  horse  were  killed  oipon  this  causeway, 
and  lOhave  been  wounded;  among  the  latter  is 
Captain  Daievanoski^  who  was  dangeraqsly  wound- 
ed, and  is. almost  without  hopes  of  recovery.   Major 
Segur,     Marshal    of    the    Emperor's   Household, 
charged  among  the  Polish   troops,     and  received 
many  wounds,,  one  of  which  is.  very  severe.    Sixteen 
pieces  of  cannon,  ten  flags,  thirty  covered  chests, 
SObwaggonsFladM  ft^ith  all  kinds  of  baggage,  and 
the  mrRtary  chests  of  the  regiments',  are  fruits  of 
this  brilHattf  afl&in    Aniong  tfee  prisoner:^,  wfej  atfe' 
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numerous^  are  all  the  Colonels^  or  Lieutenant- 
Colonels^  of  the  corps  of  the  Spanish  divisions.  All 
the  soldiers  would  have  been  taken  if  they  had  not 
throwti  away  their  arms  and  dispersed  in  the  moun- 
tains. On  the  l«t  of  December  the  head-quarters 
of 'the  Emperor- were  at  15t.  Augustin^  and  on  tl* 
3d  the  Duke  of  Istria  with  cavalry  commanded  the 
heights  of  Madrid.  The  infantry  would  not  arrive 
before  the  3d.  The  intelligence  which  we  hitherto 
received  led  us  to  think  that  this  town  is  suffering 
under  all  kinds  of  disorders,  and  that  the  doors  are 
ImrriQaded.    The  weather  is  very  fine/* 

M^itewM  Dec.  ISth. 


'*  PARIS,  Dec.  I3|h. 

Camp  at  Madrid,  Dec.  4th. 
'^  The  town  of  Madrid  has  capitulated  ; 
our  troops  entered  it  to-day  at  noon.** 

Momteur,  DecWh. 
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Fourteenth  Bulletin  of  th^'  J^khy  in  Spain. 

"  Mixdrid,  ^k  Bee. 
^^  T^E  2d  at  noon  his  Magiesty  amred  ia 
person  on  the  heights  which  imji^d  over  Madbid ; 
on  which  were  already  placed  the  divisions  of 
Dragoons  of  Generals  La  Tour^  Maubourg,  and  La 
Houssaye^  and  the  Imperial  Horse-Guards.  Tlie 
anniversary  of  the  Coronation^  that  epoch  which  has 
signalized  ^o  many  days  for  ever  fortunate  for 
France^  awakened  in  at!  hearts  the  most  agreeaUe 
recollections^  and  inspired  all  the  troops  with  an 
enthusiasm  which  manifested  itself  u^  a  thousand 
exclamations.  The  weather  was  beautiful^  and  like 
tb^  eqjoyed  in  France  in  the  finest  days  in  the 
month  of  May.  The  Marshal  Duke  of  latria  sent 
to  summon  the  Town,  where  a  military  Junta  was 
formed^  under  the  presidency  of  the  Marquis  Cas- 
telar ;  who  had  under  his  orders  General  Morla, 
Captain-General  of  Andalusia,  and  Inspector-Ge- 
neral of  Artillery.  The  Town  contained  a  number 
of  armed  peasants,  assembled  from  all  quartets, 
(?000  troops  of  the  line,  wd  100  pieces  of  cannon. 
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Sixty  tJiotisfittid  tmen  were  in  artti^ ;  their  cries  wirare 
heard  on  every  side ;  the  bells  6f  200  churchei  fang 
altogether;  and  every  thing  presented  the  appeai^- 
anceof  drsordefand  madness.  Ilie  General  of  the 
troQps  of  the  line  appeared  at  the  adVtocdrf  ports,  to 
answer  the  sumrtions  of  tlie  15uke  of  Istria.  He 
Was  acc6mpanfed  by  thirty  ifieti  oif  the  peopH 
whose  dress,  looks,  and  ferocious  language,  recaHOT  * 
the  recolJefction  of  the  assassins  of  September.-  Wheli 
the  Spanish  General  was  asked  whether  he  meant  to 
expose  Women,  children,  and  old  men,  to  the  hof^ 
rors  of  an  assault,  he  manifested  secretly  the  grief 
with  which  he  was  penetrated;  he  ihade  known^  by 
isfgnSj-that  he,  as  well  as  all  the  honest  mien  of 
Madrid,  groaned  under  oppression;  and,  when  he 
rttised  his  voice,  his  words  were  dictated  by  the 
wretches  who  watched  over  hinl.  No  doubt  could 
he  entertained  of  the  excess  to  which  the  tyranny  of 
the  multitude  was  carried,  when  they  saw  him 
mitiute-dowh  alU  his  wOrds,  and  cause  the  record  to 
be  verified  by  the  assassins  who  surrounded  him. 
The  Aidenie-camp  of  the  Duke  of  Istria,  who  had 
been  sent  into  the  town,  was  seized  by  men  of  the 
lowest  class  of  the  people,  and  was  about  to  be 
massacred,  when  die  troops  <5f  the  line,  indignant  at 
the  outrage,  took  him  under  their  protection,  and 
Caused  him  to  be  restored  to  his  General.  A  but- 
diet's  boy  from  Estremadura,  who  commanded  one 
6f  the  gates,  had  the  atidacity  to  require  that  the 
Duke  of  Istria'^hovrtd  gO  himself  into  the  town  with 
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his  eyes  blindfolded.  General  Montbran  rejected 
this  presumptuous  demand  with  indignation.  He 
was  immediately  surrounded,  and  effected  his  es- 
cape only  by  drawing  his  sword.  He  narrowly  es- 
caped falling  a  victim  to  the  imprudence  ef  having 
forgot  that  he  had  not  to  make  war  with  civilised 
enemies.  A  little  time  after,  some  deserters  from 
<he  Walloon  Guards  came  to  the  camp.  Their  de- 
positions convinced  us  that  the  people  of  property, 
and  honest  men,  were  without  influence ;  and  it 
ivas  to  be  concluded  that  conciliation  was  altogether 
impossible. 

The  Marquis  of  Perales,  a  respectable  man^  .who 
had  hitherto  appeared  to  enjoy  the  confidence  of 
the  people,  had  been  on  the  day  before  this  accused 
of  putting  sand  in  the  cartridges.  He  was  immedi- 
ately strangled.  It  was  determined  that  all  the 
cartridges  should  be  re-made.  3  or  4OOO  monks 
were  employed  upon  this  work  at  the  Retiro.  All 
the  palaces  and  houses  were  ordered  to  be  open,  to 
furnish  provisions  at  discretion.  The  French  infan- 
try was  still  three  leagues  from  Madrid.  The  Em- 
peror employed  the  evening  in  reconnoitring  the 
town,  and  deciding  a  plan  of  attack,  consistent  with 
the  consideration  due  to  the  great  number  of  honest 
people  always  to  be  found  in  a  great  capital. 

To  take  Madrid  by  assault  might  be  a  military 
operation  of  little  difficulty ;  but  to  engage  that 
great  city  to  surt^nd^r^  by  employing  alternately 
.force  and  persuasion^  and  by  rescuing  tiie  people  of 
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fftropeti^i  and  tek\  good  men,  from  the  oppression 
utiderivhich  they groaned-r-this  was, ^ hat  was  redly 
difficult  AH  the  exertions  of  the^mperor,  daring 
-tiiese'twb  days^  had  no  other  end.  Th^  have  been 
crowned  with  the'gr^test  sucoess.  .     \ 

At  seven  o'clock  the  division  Lassisse  of  tfiie  corps 
of  the  Duke  of-  Belluno  arrived.  The  moon  shone 
with  a  brightness  that  seemed  to  prolong  the  day. 
The  Emperor  ordered  the  General  of  Brigade,  Mai- 
son,  to  take  possession  of  the  Suburbs ;  and  charged 
the  General  of  Brigade,  Lauriston,  to  support  him 
in  the  enterprize  with  four  pieces  of  artillery  be- 
longing to  the  Guards. 

The  sharp-shooters  of  the  l6th  regiment  took 
possession  oLfome  buildings,  and  in  partic^ular/  of 
the  grand  cemetery.  At  the  jfirst  fire  the  Enemy 
showed  as  much  cowardice  as  he  did  of  'arrogance 
all  the  day.  The  Duke  of  Belluno  employed  all 
Ae  night  in  placing  his  artillery  in  posts  marked 
oat  for  the  attack.  At  midnight  the  Prince  of 
Neufcbatd  sent*to  Madrid  a  Spanish  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  of  Artiltery,  who  had  been  taken  at  Some- 
sierra,  and  who  saw  with  affright  the  obstinacy  of 
his  felloWHcitizens.  H6  took  charge  of  the  annexed 
letter.  No.  1.  On  the  third,  at  nine  in  the  morn- 
ing, the  same  flag  of  truce  returned  to  the  Head- 
quarters, with  the  letter  No.  2.  But  the  General 
of  Br^ade  Senarmont,  an  officer  of  great  merit, 
had  already  placed  jO  pieces  of  artillery,  and  had 
eommenced  a  very  smart  fire ;  which  ma<)e  a  breach 
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in  iiie  wdb  of  the  Bel»rt>.  The  flhiqp^sbmtera  tiT 
the  dmsion  of  Vilbtte  Hlkvuig  pMied  the  bpAoh, 
their  battalion  fofowed  them  ;  aod^  in*  lew  then  n 
qaarter  dT  an  boat  1000  men  who  defended  the  hkh 
tiro  were  knocked  on  the  heetd*  The  Bthuie  of  ^b» 
Retiro^Hhe  important  posts  of  the  Obflervatoiy^  of 
the  Porcdain  ManiActory,  of  the  Grand  BaniadE, 
the  Hotel  of  the  Medina  Celi^  and  tUl  the  outlets 
which  had  heen  fortified^  were  taken  by  our  troopfei. 
On  another  side  20  {neces  of  cannon  of  the  Gnard^ 
accompanied  by  light  tro^,  thr^w  sheHs^  and 
attracted  the  attention  of  the  Ebemy  by  a  fabe 
attack.  I 

It  would  have  been  a  dificuhy  to  £Mm  a  concept 
tion  of  the  disorder  iiiat  reigned  igivHjbdrid,  i#|i 
greater  number  of  piisoners  arriving  in  sucxessidA 
had  not  ^ven  an  account  of  the  frightful  sctoes,  of 
every  descriptiini,  of  which  that  capital  preseatdl 
file  spectacle.  They  have  inteiMcte^  the  steeeM^ 
erected  parapets  on  the  houaes ;  barricades  of  baks 
of  wool^  Md  of  cotton^  had  been: formed;  and  thi^ 
windows  had  been  stopped  with  mieitti^scis^  i  Thosfe 
of  Ihe  inhabitants  lArfao  despabed  of  a  auoowigJhl  te^ 
teirtance  were  flying  into  the  fields ;  otheiii,  who 
had  preserved  some  share  of  reason^  and  who  pre- 
ferred appearing  in  the  midst  of  their  property  be* 
fore  a  generous  enemy^  to  abandoning  it  to  the  pij^ 
hige  of  their  ibllow-citiflens,  demanded  that  they 
fihouM  not  expose  themselves  to  an  aspauit  Those 
who  were  strtingeril  to  the  town^^  or  who  h^d  nediing 
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^q»edr4^  tn>o|pi<4pC  th^^Miie  ^£  teefoon^  and  diliged 

I^e  eim^iy  tl%d  m^Nie  dl  w  1 0^  ptecfs  of  caniioh 
|]|ointadir^«pciee0<ni9^  ttttmber  of  two  and 

Ibcee  |l^^fi<jb^  had  ]^a  dug  up,  token  out  of  ed- 
lars^  ami  tkd  bfPSkisM^  a;^rotQ9que  train^  and 
stt^iaifnt  in  '^^i  to^bye  the  miidnetfi  of  a  people 
llj^fit^^n^  t0  itiieli^  But  «U  meam  of  defence  ivere 
h^(ifHp0d  4JMiiq9f  <  4te  posseiiors  isS iletiixv  ane  alwajt 
^Tiliitigiyi^Tiiiliiil  The  Emperor  took  dlpos|Pe/^ 
5sai9  tt'piieymt  tba,  troops  going  from  house  to  bwse. 
The  City  waa  cuioed  if  saany  troopii  had  been  em- 
i^y^«  Q^lysofneoeimpaniesofahaipMBhootersad- 
ymt^^  md  t||p4kttfier6r  ^xmstantly  refiisod  to  scdid 
any  to  sustain  them.  At  deven  o'etochAe^Prince 
^Nepfchatel  wrote  ^leaMnDedkttenM  His 

l^iUlMyr  at  idieaane  time^  ordered  if/j^ve  to  cease 
419  all  poiats. 

.  At  five  o'clodc  General  Morla,  onte  of  die 
bf  rs  of  the  Mititary  Junta,  and  Dcm  BenuiNo 
Yriarte,  sent  from  the  town,  repateed  to  the  tent  of 
his  Serene  Highness  the  Major-General.  They  in- 
filmed  him  that  the  most  inteiiigent  persons  were  of 
opinion,  that  the  town  was  destitute  of  resourqes, 
and  that  tte  continiiation  of  the  defence  would  be 
^h^ht  of  madness ;  but  thiU:  4he  lowest  classes  of 
th?  pctq^le,  and  the  crowd  of  men,  strangers  to 
Madrid,  wisfaol  to  dc^iend  themselves^  and  thought 
Ihey jpp^  do  it  with  effect,   Thc^  required  tlie  day 
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of  the  4th  to  make  the  people  listen  to  reason.  The 
Prinoe  Major-^General  presented  ttiem  to  his  Majesty 
the  Emperor  aQ||  King,  who  addressed  them  tfiiis : 
'^  Yon  make  use  of  the  name  of  the  people  to  no 
'^  purpose ;  if  you  cannot  restore  tranquillity^  and 
^  appease  their  minds^  it  is  because  you  have  your- 
'^  selves  excited  them — ^you  have  led  Aem  astray  by 
^^propagating  fiilsehoods.  '  Assemble  the  Cleigy, 
^'  die  Heads  of  Convents,  the  Alcades,  the  men  of 
f^  property  ahd  infiuenoe,  and  let  the  town  capitulate 
^'Igr  six  o'clock  in  the  morning,  or  it  shall  cease  to 
^^  exist.  I  will  not^nor  ot^tl  to  withdraw  mytrck^s. 
'^  You  have  massacred  the  uniprtunate  French  pri- 
^aoners  who  had  iaUen  into  your  hands.  (>nly  a 
^'  few  days  ago  you  suifered  two  persDC^pi  the^suite 
^^  of  the  ^Igssian  Ambassador  to  be  <l^gged  along 
^^  and  murdered  in  the  public  streets,  because  they 
^^  were  Frenchmen  bom.  llie  incapacity  and 
^^  cowardice  of  a  General  had  put  into  your  power 
*^  troops  who  capitulated  on  the  field  of  battle ;  and 
*^  die  capitulation  has  been  violated.  You,  Mr. 
^'  Morla,  what  sort  of  a  letter  did  you  write  to  that 
'^ General?  It  well  became  you,  Sir,  to  talk  of 
^^  pillage;  youwho,  on  entering  Roussillon,  carried 
^^  off  all  the  women,  and  distributed  them  as  booty 
^' among  your  soldiers!  Besides,  what  right  had 
^^  you  to  hold  such  language  ?i — ^ttie  capitulation 
*^  precluded  you  from  it.  See  what  has  been  the 
^'  conduct  of  the  English^  who  are  far  from  piquing 
<^  theiQs^ves  op  being  rigid  observers  of  the  Law  of 
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if  NatioM*  Hl^  have  oomplaiiied  of  the  Conven-^ 
**  tioa of: Portugal ;  but  th^ have  carried  it  iutoef^ 
'^  fi?ct..;  To  violate  military  treafees,  is  to  renounce 
^^  all  jcairilizaticm ;  it  is  placiiig  Generals  on  a  footing 
^^  with  the  Bedouins  of  the  desert.  How  dare  you 
'^then  presume  to  solicit  a  capitulation^  you  who 
'^  violated  that  of  Baylen  ?  See  how  injustice  and 
^^  bad  faith  always  recoil  upon  the  guilty,  and  ope* 
'^  rate  to  their  prejudice.  I  had  a  fleet  at  Cadiz:  it 
^^,  was  in  alliance  with  Spain ;  yet  you  directed 
'^  against  it  the  mortars  of  the  town,  w;here  you 
'^  commanded.  I  had  a  Spniish  army  in  my  ranks : 
'^  I  would  have  preferred  seeing  it  embark  on  board 
'^  the  English  ships,  and  being  obliged  to  precipitate 
^^  it;  from  ^  rocks  of  EspiiK>sa,  than  to  disarm  it ; 
^^  I  preferr^  having  700O  more  enemies  to  fight, 
^^  rather  than  to  be  deficietnt  in  honour  and  good 
"  foith.  Return  to  Madrid :  I  give  you  till  six 
"  o'clock  to-morrow  morning.  Return  at  that  hour, 
"  if  you  have  to  inform*  me  only  that  they  have  sur- 
'*  rendered ;  if  not,  you  and  your  troops  shall  fa^all; 
<^  put  to  the  sword." 

'  On  the  4th5  at  six  in  the  mornings  General  Morla 
and  General  Dpn  Fernando  de  Vera,  Governor  of  the 
Town,  presented  themselves  at  the  tent  erf  the  Prince 
Major-GeneraK  The  discourses  of  the  Emperor, 
repe^ed  in  the  midst  of  the  persons  of  distinction, 
the  certainty  that  he  commanded  in  p^son^  the 
losses  sustained  during  the  foregoing  day,  had  carried 
terror  and  repentance  into  all  minds*    During  the 
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W^Uke  molt  mituioM  ivkfadsew  dsemseims  from 
Hietdbnger  luf  flight*  md a {Mtrt  tif  ^Aie  trMye  wai; 
^babuHfed.  At^taAo'dockOMeiaBeHiftnitMkthe 
toimiiiad  of  Madrid ;  aU  the  poste  were  )mt  mto 
ibt  hiAdJg^  theFraoeb^  and agenl^ml  pavdcm  was 
pracfaoipedy  isc. 


jBjpww  Sir  JMbor  GP'ra/  del  Exercito  ie  S.  M.  B. 
Ex«»^Senor. 

8E>rOR, 

MuY  Seifor  nuestro  y  Je  nuestro  mayor 
aprecio.  La  Junta  Militar  y  Pplitica,  fonnada  (fe 
todas  las  autoridades,  reunidas  en  nombre  del  R^ 
que  Dies  guarde  para  atender  a  la  defensa  de  esta 
Corte  que  se  halla  amenazada  per  los  Enemigos ; 
tiene  el  honor  de  hacer  presente  a  V.  £.  con  la  debida 
exactitud  el  estado  de  las  cosas  ;  y  se  reduce^  a  que 
el  Exercito  del  Centro  que  mandaba  d  General 
0*  Fran«*  Xabi^r  Castaif  os^  y  que  sera  como  de 
beinte  y  cinco  mil  hombres^  se  viaie  replegando  a 
toda  priesa  hacia  M&drid  para  reunirse  con  9U  guar*- 
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nicion ;  y  que  el  de  Somasierra,  ea  numciro  de  unos 
diez  mil  faombres^  viene  tambien  al  mismo  efecto  a 
esta  villa^  donde  se  reuniran  hasta  quaranta  mil ; 
cuyo  numero  y  fiierzaiiaoe  que  no  deba  temerseel 
Exercito  de  los  Enemigos  que  Be  ha  prc^ntado.  En 
ftstea  drpiii|i9twcia39  y  temiendo  U  Jant^qae  ve^-- 
gan  mas  fuerzas  Francesas  a  unirse  con  las  actuales^ 
espera  que  ¥.  £.  ni  no  tiene  Enemigos  a  la  vista  puede 
repl^arse  para  unirse  con  nuestro  EKereito^  o  tomar 
itireccion  a  csier  sobre  las  espaldas  del  Enemigo;  y 
creheria  agrabar  el  notorio  celo  de  V.  E.  poi?  la  cawa 
justa  y  su  singular  actividad  ftedudava  de  il^odo  al- 
guno  que  la  rapides  de  sus  DdoTimientds  sera  qoal 
conviene  al  interes  de  su  nacion  y  la  nnestra.  Con 
este  motivo  ofrece  la  Junta  a  Y .  £.  su  eonstdevadioti 
yrespetos. 

Dios  giie  a  V.  E.  m»  a*.  Madrid,  2  de  IXciemtufs 
del8o8.    . 

El  Principe  de  CA3T£]Uf%Aif co^ 
Thomas  M orla. 

P.  S,  La  Junta  se  persuade  que  V;  E.  se  hal»<a 
irieunido  ya  at  Exerdto  que  mandaba  D^  Joaquin 
Blak  y  estaba  poco  hace  en  Leon. 

J?jf»«  S'  Moor  (jTral  del  Exercito  ieS.  M.  Br . 
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W. 


Letter  Jrom  Sir  John  Moore  to  Lord  Castlereagh. 

Salamanca,  $th  Dec.  1806. 
MY  LORD) 

Since  I  had  the  honour  to  address  my 
dispatch  to  you  this  morning,  I  find  consider- 
able hopes  are  entertained  from  the  enthusiastic 
manner  in  which  the  people  of  Madrid  resist  the 
French.  J  own  I  cannot  derive  much  hope  from  the 
resistance  of  one  town  against  forces  so  formidable^ 
unless  the  spark  catches,  and  the  flame  becomes 
pretty  general ;  and  here  the  peof^e  remain  as  tran- 
quil as  if  they  were  in  profound  peace. 

I  have  however,  in  consequence  of  the  general 
opinion,  which  is  also  Mr.  Frere*s,  ordered  Sir  David 
Baird  to  suspend  his  march^  and  shall  continue  at 
ithis  place  until  I  see  farther,  and  shall  be  guided  by 
circumstances.  Unless  the  spirit  becomes  general, 
Madrid  must  soon  fall.  At  all  events,  if  I  marched 
into  Portugal,  it  would  be  with  a  view  to  return  the 
moment  a  favourable  opportunity  oflfered. .  3nt  I 
shall  not  go  towards  Madrid  until  I  know  with  more 
certainty  the  force  of  the  Enemy,  and  see  something 
to  convince  me  that  more  confidence  can  be  placed 
in  th^  steadiness  of  the  Spaniards. 
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» •  I  ha^the  honour  to  receive  yesterday  your  Lord- 
3hip'9  dispatches  of  the  15th  Novemt^r,  by  Mr. 
Windham  1st  Guards.  ^      I 

I  have  the  honour  to,be,  Ac- 
John  MOQRE. 


A.  Su  JE^  el  General  en  Xefe  de  las  Trapas  de 
S.MB.iS^  Moore. 

EXC*«<*  SENOR, 

La  Junta  de  Gobiemo  de  Toledo 
desea  sahrar  la  Piatria, '  reune  el  £3^  dispa^o^  y 
toma  las  medidas  y  a  estd  ora  da  abiso  al  S'  Eredia 
q^  tiene  esta  Cap^  endonde  haflard  los  socorros  <f 
pueda  h^  morir^  comunica  iguales  partes  k  Aranjuez 
y  demas  puntos  de  reunion  q*  ha  Uegado  k  h'tra  noti» 
cia  lo  q*  se  participa  V*  E.  p^  q*  midiendo  sus  opera- 
ciones  con  tras  medidas  tenga  la  satiafeix^ion  almismo 
tiempo  deq®  la  tenemos  y  tendremos  ea  morir  a  su 
lado  p'  la  Patria.  .v  _ '  ' . . 
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jSoS^  t  la  WH^  deh  maiCiknft. 

Ramok  Marcca. 
Martin  cella  Cer1>a. 
Manuel  de  Medina  y  Camino. 
Antonio  Perez  del  Castillo. 
Pedro  Biosca. 


Y. 


Du  Marquis  de  la  Romana  &  S^  JS.  Mr.  Le  G^n. 
Sir  John  Moore,  Com.  G^n.  de  VAtmde  AnglaUe 
en  Espagne. 

l&oni  le  SO  Novembre,  1908. 

3ti  vienfli  de  reMroir  la  lettre  d«  v6tr6  Ex- 
iseUoice  6ti  daim  du  98,  par  kqudte  je  sttis  mfonii^ 
ds  fe  position  que  V.  E;  occiipe,  tandii  q«e  je  snig 
icil  Thjkg^niasap  eette anti^  du^ €!)%.  Slake,  dent  la 
f^dte  et  la  dispersian  tie  peat  itre  atti^ba^  k^oktrt 
eboae  q«i'aii  d^fiuit  de  wb^tdnee.  La  perte  dans 
tontmlca  oUaqms,  dqniis  le  6  ou  7  deJSov^jtisqu^ao 
II,  ne  dnrant  aoosBkr  ^uf^  milk  cinq  ceiits«  ibmn- 
mes  entre  morts  e%  bless^i  et  prisoBaifefiir    T^fhe 
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que  dans  peu  nous, serons  en  ^tat  de  faire  quelque 
mouvement ;  et  je  n'attends  que  les  souliers  pour  les 
fisdrq  marcher^  car  ils  sont  dans  un  ^tat  de  nudity 
le  plus  par&it  qu'on  puisse  imaginer^  mais  leur 
esprit  n'est  pas  abbatu^  et  en  les  nourrissant  bien  ils 
iront  leur  train. 

Je  me  flatte  que  votre  correspondence  sera  suiide 
et  ftt^uentla :  en  a^aidf^  jW  jrbwtiHUF  4e;  imii|s 
feire  passer  une  lettre  qu'un  Paysan  a  intercept^  ^ 
illi^de'^de^'catap^d'im^&^n^  qui  est  k  Carrion.  Si  ta 
fitfm^Af^  ^  yt^i^j  >ii  fecit  ptf^Hvlt^isis  pr^utions 
iprat  ^riJr^  :tl(k#^-  j<M<!^n;  <$«i^  Ik  M¥e  Aii  <plils«^ 
<^aft'  ee  ^<M4)  j«  ne  Iws^rsb  ^  de  t^s»  avei^iir. 

Je  di(sir€PM^  (|tfe  V.  £.  'n^'!kifw&  ^:  IWllf^il^'; 
vkm^  ^e^  j«  tfeoifetidi^  pas  ipaffdOtetMiBLt  T^itwe 
Angt^ise,^  niiypsEi^equ'  ^dbnair^merit  onP^o^  d^vite 
q«e  le»  ii^ots^  m'^happ^tit. 

'    Su'  ktt^ndMt  j%d  l^ieimear  de  ^^us  daluev  Gf^ 
4k$iktii€nt^  Mfc  le^  Cterf;  et  je  vm^  prte^  d6  t^n^ite 
aux  ^entiinens  de  vpi^  amitil^  aT«c  ksqil^^ 
Jhni  l%0iineiir  <iP^lre  vefce 
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(Translation.) 

Hwn  the  Mtgtqms  of  Romana  to  Sir  John  Moore. 

JCeMv  30MM«Mn&«o  1806. 
I  nJkVB  ju6t  reoebred  your  £xodl«X!y*« 
letter  of  the  98tfa  instmt^  by  whidi  I  am  wfcManed 
of  the  poBition  which  you  occupy ;  while/ 1  am  re- 
organizing the  anny  of  General  Blake^  tiie  flight 
and  dispersion  of  wtuch  can  only  be  a^buted  to 
thfir  want  of  subsistence.  The.  loss  in  killed, 
wounded,  and  prisoners,  in  all  tli^  attacks,  from 
the  6th  or  7th  of  November  .to  ^thf  llth^  only 
amounted  to  fifteen  hundred  men. ,  I  hope  we  diall 
soon  be  in  a  condition  to  make  Mme  movemoiit.  I 
wait  for  nothing  but  shoes  to  b^in  my  march ;  for 
my  troops  are  in  the  most  cpmpiete  state  of  naked* 
ness  that  is  imaginable^  but  their  spirits  are  not  de- 
pressed ;  and,  by  nourishing  thrai  well,  they  will 
do  their  duty. 

.  I  flatter  myself  that  our  correspondence  will  be 
close  and  regular.  In  the  mean  time,  I  inclose  an 
intercepted  letter  to  an  Aide  de  Camp  of  one  of  the 
Enemy*s  Generab  at  Carrion.  If  the  news  con- 
tained is  true,  we  ought  to  take  precautions  to 
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secure  oqr  jupction>  or  to  effect  it  as  soon  as  possibl^^ 
It  is  important  to.  give  )^ou  this  information. 

I  request  likewise  that  your  Excellency  will  write 
to  me  in  French ;  for,  although  I  understand  £n-» 
glish  writiiif  )  yet  pMple  often  write  so  quick^  that 
the  words  ate  difficult  to  be  read. 

In  the  mdan  tinie,  I  have  the  bc«u>Ur  to  assure 
you,  Q^nerU,  that  I  e»t«rtain  for  y9u  sentiments  of 
the  most  cordial  friendship^ 
&c^&c.  fcc«i. 

I'^e  Mahciuis  or  Rqscana^ 


The  Mtmfoers  of  i^^tife  flgbting  meli 
in  an  urmy  difier  vmdk  from  the  totei  numbers  Of 
the  various  corps,  owing  to  sickness,  absentees,  and 
various  eootingeiieies.  The  following  k  a  correct 
extract  from  the  Acy utent-General's  Rqiorts^ 
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Effective  Soldiers  who  marched  from  Portugal 
under  the  Command  of  Sir  John  Moore. 


Deflcriptiov 
of  Troops. 


Regiments. 


Officers  Commanding. 


-<f- 


Nqs. 
R.&F. 


Total. 


Artilleiy   Royal  Artilkiy     - 


Cavaby 


In^Uy 


Colonel  Haidjji^ 


68^ 


IStklxDcagoons 

SrdPitto^orKing's  { 
German  Legion  > 


Lieut.  CoLJfipes     -   365 


} 


eofi 


912 


2nd  Regiment  • 

3rd  Ditto  - 

4di  Ditto.  - 

5th  Ditto  - 

6th  Ditto  - 

9th  IXtto  - 

20th  Ditto  • 

98th  Ditto  • 

39nd  Ditto  • 

36th  Ditto  - 

38th  Ditto  -     - 

49nd  Ditto  -     - 

43rd  Ditto  -    ^ 

50th  Ditto  -  - 
52nd  Ditto(l&t  bat.) 
52nd  Ditto  (2d  do^ 

rist  Ditto  -     - 

r9th  Ditto  -     - 

;^^lflJg)itlo  .    r 

9ist  bitto  -     - 
9«nd  Ditto 
95th  Ditto 
9i>th  Ditto 
StftiF  Corps 


Iroi 


Lt  Col.  Ironmongier 
Ueut.  Coll  Bhualt     - 
Cieut.C^Wynch  • 
Lieut.  Col.  Mackenzie 
i\lajor  Gordon    - 
Lieut  Col.  Cameron 
Lieut.  Cok  Ross  - 
Lieut.  Col.  fielson 
Lieut.  Col.  Hynde 
-  jiiiett^.  Col.  Biume 
Lieut.  CoLGrevUle 


616' 
815 
754 

833 
783 

6&r 

499 
750 

756 
736 

823 


Lieut.  CoL  Stirling  -   880 


Lieut  CoL  Hull 
iVIajor  Napier  •  • 
Lieut.  CoL  Barclay  - 
lietu.  CoL  Ross  -  • 
Lieut.  CoL  Pack  -  - 
Lieut.  CoL  Camntm 
^etitCol^Esne-  - 
Mfyor  Douglas  -  - 
^  i  Lieut.  CoL  'Nat>ier  • 
Li^utCoL  Beckwith 
Major  Travers  •  - 
Captain  Leicester    - 


King^sGerm.  Leg. 
ISt  L^t  Batt^ion  Lieut  Col.  Leonhart 


2nd  Ditto     - 


Lieut  Col.  Ualket 


411 

794 
828 
381 
724 
838 
812 
698 

9oa 

467 

34j 

61 

803 
855 


L  B.  The  3rd  Regiment^  except  the  Grenadi^ 
Company,  being  left  to  keep  up  the  communica- 
tion with  Portugal,  should  be  deducted    -    -    .    . 

n»m  Portugal 


17,745 


19>34a 


715 
18,629 
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The  Numbers  of  the  Effective  Soldiers  that  marched 
from  Corunna  under  Sir  David  Baird. 


Description 

••    f 

«  K  ■  / 

Nos. 

t 

dfTrdops. 

Itegiments. 

Officers  Commanding. 

R.fcF. 

Tota*. 

Artille^ry 

Horse  ArtUleiy    - 

Captain  Downnikn  - 

1771 
454/ 

'    611 

Rdyai  Artillery    - 

Captain  Eveleigh     - 

Cavalry 

7th  Hussars  -    - 

Ueut  CoL  Vivian    - 

497^ 

lOtH  Ditto      -    -  ' 

Lieut.  Col:  Ldigh.   - 

514^ 

1,538 

/   ':  '.' 

ISthJO^ta     -    - 

U«lt.  Pol.  Grant     - 

^&9(rJ 

' "» 

Ifllantry' 

l«tR.Gd9.(l8tbAt) 

Col.  Aitderson    -    - 

isffoi 

*' 

IHtto(3jpdbattaUon) 

Col.*  Cheney  -    -    r 

1087' 

"  .-. 

1st  Reg.  (3rd  bat.) 

Major  Mullera    -  '  -. 

597 

14th  Ditto  (^  bat.) 

Lieut.  Col.  Nichols  -  < 

560 

* 

5Srd  Ditto      -    - 

Lieut.  Col.  Wyatt    - 

496 

, 

"  < 

2<^th  Ditto      .    - 

Lieut.  Col.  Maxwell 

745  > 

8,57» 

4Srd  Ditto      -    - 

Ueut.  CoL  GifRird  -« 

m 

.    <. 

51st  Ditto      -    - 

Lieut.  Col.  Darling  - 

516 

r 

.' 

50th  Ditto      -    - 

Lieut.  Col/ Fane 

657 

"•      '    4 

retu  Ditto    -  -» 

Ueut.  Col.  Symed    • 

654 

s 

. 

81st  Ditto-    -    - 

Major  Williams  -     - 

615 

■ 

93th  Ditto  (detach.) 

Ufettt.  Col.  Wade     - 

699  J 

1 

' 

N 

10,722 

from  Corunna     - 
\  From  Portugal    ^ 


■    I 
1 


-  .       10,722 

-  .^'      18,628 

I  III  I  -    I  ■  ii<" 
Anny^  2S^350 
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AA. 

Letter  fx'^m  Sir  John  Moore  to  Lord  Castlereagh. 

Salamanca,  8  Dec.  1806. 

In  a  short  letter  which  fiooompanicd 
my  <fii^tch  of  the  5th  inst  I  mentioned  that  the 
resi^tanee  offered  by  the  people  <tf  Madrid  had  ar* 
rested  the  operations  of  the  French,  and  gave  a 
hop^  tbat  the  a&trs  of  this  country  might  still  be 
recovered,  desperate  as  they  are;  yet  if  the  ex- 
ample 6f  the  Capital  is  Mowed^  and  enthusiasm 
heoomes  general,  France  will  be  forced  to  divide  her 
armies,  and  will  be  no  longer  ^  formidable. 
The  diifioulty  of  obtaining  infonaatson  is  vei}' 
great ;  I  have  none  certain  with  respect  to  Madrid, 
only  I  believe  it  still  holds  out.  I  have  ordered  Sir 
David  Baird,  who  was  retreating,  to  march  back. 
I  shall  continue  the  arrangements  1  have  ordered  in 
Portugal,  in  case  I  should  be  obliged  to  fall  back, 
but  f  am  preparing  to  march  to  Zamora  and  Toni, 
to  join  Baird,  whom  I  have  ordered  to  advance  io ' 
Benavente ;  when  Me  are  joined,  and  if  the  Mar- 
quis de  la  Romana  with  the  troops  he  is  collectiiis 
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al  Leon  ^  retAfi  I  ^il  tnoVe  tdwaird§  Bufgos; 
and  the  comtntinicfttions  of  tbe  Frencfh.  '■  Your 
Lordship  may  depend  ypon  %  that  t  never  iihall 
abandon  flie  cause  as  long  as  it  holds  out  a  diatioi^ 
of  succeeding ;  but  you  must  be  seni^ibte  Hiat  ^ 
ground  may  be  in  an  instant  cut  from  uhli^  me :' 
Madrid  .may  fall,  and  I  be  left  to  contend  with 
very  Mperior  numbers  indeed*  J  hopcl  a  better 
spirit  exists  in  the  Southern  Province^  I  here  no 
one  stirfe/  and  yet  they  are  well  inclified«  An  ex- 
pfcnioa  in  a  letter  intelpcepte4  from  a  French  ofli*^ 
cer. commanding  at  Vitt^a  to  the  Chief  of  the 
Staff  rfkt]k  the  Army,  patttts  the  people  in  this  pait 
exactly : 

^^  L'esprit  public  est  toi:your8  mtoyaiir,  toirjoun^ 
^<  de  i'incri^dulit^  sur  nos  advantages,  qusint  Ik  ]i 
<*  tratjKjuillit^  du  pays^  elte  est  parfaite  *.'* 

I  have  made  no  remark  on  the  subject  of  your 
Lordship's  dispatch  of  tlie  2Sth  November,'  re- 
specting my  rank  with  the  Spanish  Generals:  the 
Government  has  not  as  yet  named  any  one  to  th^ 
Chief  Command  of  their  armies ;  every*  thing  on 
that  head  id  as  loose  as  ever.  You  perceive  by  the 
manner  I  have  already  Expressed  myself  in  forifaer 
letters,  that  I  have  no  Widh  to  be  tenacious  on  this 
subject ;  but  I  confess  I  h,ave  heard  of  none  of  their 
Generals  yet,  under  whom  It  would  be  safe  to  place 

*  The  disposition  of  tke  public  mind  is  always  bad }  our  sue* 
ceases  are  never  believed,  but  the  country  remains  completely 
tran<]uil. 
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the  coipmaiui  of  the  British  troops.  I  shall  cer^ 
tai|:iljr  always  be  inclined  to  pay  great  deference  to 
the  wishes  .of  whatever  Genceral  commands  any  Spa-i 
mish  army  with  which  I  am  acting ;  yet^  until 'some 
one^app^rs  very  diflfeient  from  any  we  have  heard 
ofhitl^orto,  it  cannot  be  desirable  that  he  shonld 
know  he  had  a  right  to  command  me ;  and!  cannot 
help  beseeching  you  to  consider  this  subject  onoe 
more  before  you  finally  .fix  it. 

As  I  am  lending  a  courier  to  Sir  David  Baird^  I 
have  written  this  on  the  chance  of  an  opportunity 
ofif^ring  to  forward  it ;  and  in  this  manner  I  shall 
endeavour  to  keep  you  iutbe  current  of  aifeirs  here. 
I  have  sent  Colonel  Graham  to  Madrid  to  send  me 
information  of  what  is  passing  there.  Lord  Paget 
l^ith  the  cavalry  arrives  at  ZamcH^  to-morrow,  and 
next  day  1  propose  moving  a  corp  with  myself  to 
Toro. 

I  know  not  if  ypur  Lordship  has  heard  lately  from 
General  Charles  Stuart ;  be  is  in  our  front,  and 
very  well. 

I  have  the  honour  to  bft,  &^     .     > 

JohnMoore, 
p.  S.  The  Junta  are  gpne  to  Badajos ;.  iK)t  a  irery 
^pod  example  for  the  people.  \     /    , 
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Letiepjram  Sir  John  Moart  to  Lord  Cdsthreagk. 

•       * 

Saiamanca,  10  Ihci  1808. 
MV  hOKD,     . 

Colonel  Graham,  whom  I  had  sent 
Jto  Madrid,  returned  to  me  last  night.     He  could 
.only  get  as  far  as  Talavera  de  la  Reina,  where  be 
found  two  members  of  the  Supreme  Junta,  who 
informed  him  that  Madrid  had  capitulated  on  the 
3d.    The  Duke  of  Castelfranco  and  Mr.  Morla, 
who  were  at  the  head  of  the  Junta  established  at 
Madrid,    are  accused  by  the  people  of  betraying 
them^.    Castellar,  the  Captain-General,  and  all  the 
military  officers  of  rank,    refused   to    ratify    the 
Treaty,  and  left  the  town  with  16  pieces  of  cannon. 
The  peo[Je  refuse  to  give  up  their  arms,  but  the 
French  have  the  gates,   the.Retiro,    and  Prado. 
Sar^ossa  still  holds  out,  and  it  is  said  that  on  the  . 
1st  they  repubed  the  French,  who  had  made  a 
general  attack.     It  is  said  that  attempts  are  making 
to  assemble  a  great  force  in  the  South  ;  I  dare  say 
the  force  will  be  assembled,  but  the  efforts  it  will 
make  when  assembled  I  must  think  are  very  doubt- 
ful,    I; cannot  believe  that  real  enthusiasm  is  spread' 
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over  any  considerable  portion  of  Spun.  Had  th^ 
people  of  Madrid  been  really  determined,  I  do  not 
see  how  Mr.  de  Morla  and  the  Duke  of  Castelfiranco 
could  have  given  up  the  town.  They  aeciite  tiieir 
leaders  to  cover  their  own  want  of  spirit :  this  was 
tl)e  case  with  General  St.  Juan,  who  commanded 
wheti  tile  pass  of  Somasierra  was  forced.  It  iei^tboi^fllk 
Ills  troops  misbehaved ;  they  have  since  accused  him 
of  treachery,  and  hftve  murdered  hini-  I  certainly 
think  the  cause  desperate,  because  I  ¥M  no  deter- 
mined sjnfit  any  where^  unless  it^  be  at  Sanigossai^ 
There  is  however  a  chance ;  and  if^ilit  thei^  k  that, 
I  think  myself  bound  to  run  all  risks  to  supfldft  it. 
1  am  now  differently  situated  from  what  I  li^sw^iek 
Ctfstanos  was  defeated :  I  have  been  joined  ^by  Ge- 
neral Hope,  the  arttBerj",  and  all  ihe  cavalry  (tord 
iPaget  with  S  Re^m^ts  h  at  Toro) ;  and  ray  junc- 
tion with  Sit  Daviit  ttaird  is  ^e^i'e,'  thMgb  I  have 
not  heard  from  him  since  I  drdered  hkn  t^  tetutn  to 
Astorga.  Madrid,  though  H 'has  cal^tulateil,  mi£it 
still  engage  a  considerable  part  <rf  the  Enemy's  forced 
Saragossa  is  also  a'  considerable  diversion  ;  and  thte 
collections  forming  in  the  South  caiindt  be  ft*g-* 
lected ;  all  his  force  cannot  thus  be  directed  agaiMt 
me.  The  corps  collecting  tinder  the  Maf^nis  df 
Romana  at  Leon  is,  I  am  told  by  Sir  David  fiiird, 
very  bad,  I  shall,  however/  connect  myself  l^tJi 
it ;  and  I  mean  to  move  to  Valladolid^  ^?*1i^  I 
shall  order  Baird  to  join  tne  \  and  to  wll!i*rtieigfe-t 
bourhood  I  hope  also  that  La  Romaila^tll  ^^ivaixde. 
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Thi^movii^imtl  idhaU  be^nt^orrow,  by  send- 
ing two  cprp»  to  join  Lord*  P^i(g^  at.Toro ;  GeDemlis 
Hope  and  Fnoser,  from  Ahra  de  Tormes  and. this 
l^ace,  ahail  more  on  ToirdetiUas.  I  bcqpe  oti  the 
-14th  to  be  at  Valladolid.  .  My  (^amRiiiihicatkm  when 
thaw  will  become  unosrtaia  with  Almeida  and  Potw 
tiqpil,  from  whaice  all  my^tom  are  not  yet  for* 
watded^  hot  I  must  take  my  eh%ncd : .  I  shall  be  in 
Fortune's  way  ;  if  she  smiles^  we  may  do.  some 
good :  if  not^  we  shall  stilly  I  hope,  have  die  merit 
of  ha^Dg  done  ail  we  could.  The  army,  fotitk 
number,  isexoelletat ;  and  is,  I  am  eonfident,  quite 
determined  to  do  its  duQr.  I  hare  had  a  letter  from 
Sir  John  Cradock,  from  Ccarunna;  he  was  pro* 
needing  to  Lisbon ;  he  has  landed  part  of  the  money 
iteom  the  Lavintm  there,  and  will  land  tbe<  rest  at 
Oporto  or  Lisbon.^  I  have  begged  of  him  to  bri^ 
the  tim  regiments  from  GtbraUar  to  the  Tagus. 

I  understand  that  Mr.  Murray  isr  intended  to  re^ 
lieve  Mr«  Brskuse,  and  to  aupei^ede  Mr.  R£mie(j^. 
The  latter  has  acted  as  Chief  Commissary  with  this 
army  since  it  raached  Spain  (Mr.  Ersjciae  is  still  at 
LiidlMHi),  and  has  certainly  aeqiiired  a'  degree  of  ex^ 
perience  which  is  extremely  useful ;  it  is  quite  cruel 
for  him  to  be  thus  superseded  by  an  offioer  not  pre- 
vioijiily  of  higher  rank  than  himself^  and  who  pro- 
bably has  much  less  experience,  and  not  more 
ability  i  at  any  rate,  a  new  man  at  the  head  of  the 
dspartmeqt  would-be  very  prejudicial  at  this  mo- 
ment ;  Kenn^y  could  not  be  expected  to  act  under 
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him.  I  have  thavfore  bc^jged  Sir  John  Cradock 
to  keep 'Mr.  Murray  at  Lisbon  ;  and  I  hop^  nnleas 
Mr.  Murray's  talents  are  known  to  be  very  superior^ 
that  he  may  not  be  permitted  to  supersede  Mr.  Ken- 
nedy with  this  army^  who  without  moneys  and  un- 
der many  disadvantages,  has  hitherto  supfdied  v» 
well.  I  should  hqie  that  the  rest  of  the  cavalry 
your  Lordslup  has  mentioned,  will  be  sepi:  WUhottt 
delay.  /        . 

Tlie  horses  and  hameas  of  the  waggon  train:  wiH 
beuseful,  but  their  waggons  are  heavy  and  bad; 
diose  we  get  in  the  country  w:e  more  convenient  J 
should  therefore  propbse  to  leave  the  wi^gona  at 
homeif  and  send  the  rest  of  that  establidiment 
only. 

Until  affitirs.in  Spain  bear;a  more  pronusbg  as- 
pect, I  should  think,  your  Lordshqp  will  iqppi[9ve  of 
keeping  at  Corunna  and  Lisbon,  a  ^NiiBcieiit  quantity 
of  transjports  for  the*  re-embttrkation  of-  th«  ariuy ; 
and  I  think  many  reasons  unite,  to  maki^itijesirahle 
for  us  to  be  in  possession  of  Cadiz. .  I  tatw  to  men* 
tion  this  to  Mr.  Frere.  When  itis^agreed  to,  the 
•two  regiments  from  Gibraltar,  iasthe>iiiost  ready> 
could  take  possession,  and  garrison  it.  <  - 
}  have  th^  honour  to  be,  &c. 

JoHN'Mooi«« 


'1.  r 
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JLetter  from  Sir  John  Moore  to  Lord  Castlereagh, 

SdUmanca,  1%  December,  1808. 
MY  LORD^ 

I  LEAVE  this  place  to-morrow ;  and  I 
^'libaU  be  at  Valladolid  on  the  l6tfa  with  the  tty)ops 
J  brought  with  me  from  Lisbon,  ivith  the  addition 
pf  thr^  regiments  of  cavalry  from  England,  amount- 
ing to  1500.  '  I  have  not  heard  from  the  Marquis, 
of  Romana,  and  must  give  up  die  co-operation  of 
his  corps  for  the  present.  Sir  David  Baird's  will 
not  be  at  Astorga  for  some  days  ;  biit  he  will  ad-^ 
ranee  to  Benavente  when  ready ;  and,  as  he  will  be 
ih  my  rear,  he  can  move  up,  or  I  can  fell  back  upon 
him ;  but  I  do  not  think  it  advisable  longer  to  delay 
moving  forward.  I  shall  threaten  the  French  com- 
munications, and  create  a  diversion,  if  the  Spaniards 
can  avail  themselves  of  it ;  but  the  French  have  in 
the  North  of  Spain  from  80  to  go,OOa  men^  and 
more  are  expected.  Your  Lordship  may,  therefcn^; 
judge  what  will  be  our  situation  if  the  Spaniards  do 
not  display  a  determination  very  difierent  from  any 
they  have  shown  hitherto.     I  have  written  to  Sir 
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John  Cradock  to  keep  whatever  transports  are  not 
required  for  the  embarkation  of  the  troops  in  Portu- 
gal^ ready  to  send  to  Vigo,  if  required.  If  I  am 
forced  to  retreat,  it  will  probably  be  on  the  Galicias. 
The  road  is  good,  and  the  country  capable  of  being 
defended.  In  this  case  we  shall  want  flour,  as  the 
country  produces  only  cattle  in  any  abundance. 
Whatever  ships  are  sent  from  England,  for  the  poi^ 
pose  of  withdrawing  the  Army,  should  call  at  Co- 
ruana  for  orders,  and  then  rendezvous  at  Vigo.  It 
is  to  Corunna  also  that  money,  and  ev^  ^pply> 
iboakl  be  forwarded.  The  communication  from 
Lisbon  and  Oporto,  through  Portugal,  is  so  very 
bad,  tiiat  nothing  can  be  forwarded  in  time ;  and^ 
as  I  consider  myself  now  united  with  Baird*s  corps^ 
I  shall  certainly  of  the  two,  whether  for  retreat  or 
communication,  preia: Galiciato  Portugal. 

I  fear  that  Mn  Frere  is  infinitely  more,  sangaine 
upon  the  subject  of  Spain  than  I  am.  This  is  to  be 
r^tetted,  as  it  renders  it  more  embarrassitig^for  yon 
to  oome  to  a  decision  upon  the  measure  to  be  pursued. 
I  have^een  no  ability^  with  the  Spani9h  Governments 
but  much  thie  reverse  :  ribne  has  been  displayed  by 
their  officers  in  the  command  of  the  armies ;  no  one 
eStotf  has  yet  a  chief  direction  of  themiKtary  branch ; 
the*annies  have  shewn  no  i!esolution,  the  people  no 
entfausiasmi  nor  no  daring  spirit ;  and  that  whidi 
has  not  been  shown  hitherto,  I  kn6w  not  \^y  it 
should  be  expected  to  be  displayed  hereafter*  J  ftad 
as  if  the  Bri^h  wx^  the  calyefiicient  force  iaJ^psan; 
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Tour  Lordship  mil  consider  with  what  itew  it  was 
originaUysebt;  whether  in  aid  of  an  enthuaiastic 
brave  people,  capable  of  fighting  their-  ciwn  batdet^ 
or  to  contend  alone  with  l^ranoe^  andietkieva  the 
afiaira  of  a  beaten  disorgajaiiBed  nation*  We  bara 
had  now  some  proof  of  the  *effi>rti  of  which  Spaio: 
is  capable ;  and  we  can  judge  by  the  resistance  tbqr 
have  made,  whether  they  have  fought  with  that 
spirit  and  obstinacy  of  a  people  ardent  for  the  inde- 
pendence of  their  country.  It  is  certainly  right  for 
your-Lordship  to  consider  well  these  matters^  that 
you  may  be  able  to  estimate  justly  the  aid  which  is 
to  be  expected  in  this  struggle  from  the  Spanish  na- 
tion, and  decide  to  what  amount  the  British  Army 
should  be  reinforced,  or,  if  not  reinforced,  what 
measures  it  should  foUowl-  The  French  force  in 
Spain  may  fairly  be  set  down  at  8o,000  men  *,  be- 
sides what  is  in  Catalonia;  the  Britishat  27  or  SGi,000, 
including  the  regindents  coming  from  Portugal.  The 
fVench  expect  considerable  reinforcemeate.  .  Xh^ 
armies  which  the  Spaniards  had  formed  have.  h^&^ 
beaten  and  dispersed^  and  areagaincoUectiog.  Tbis^ 
my  Lord,  is,  I  believe,  the  true  statement;  wd.l 
leave  your  Lordship  to  throw  into  the  scak  what 
portion  of  cmthusiasm,  resohttion,  and  ability,  y»« 
think  we  have  a  right  to  expect  from  the  spwimi^u 
ahfeady  given* 

As  this  letter  is  private,  I  have  written  it  with  a 

*  Sir  J.  Moore's  intelligence,  pi^rticularly  that  obtained  through 
the  Spcmh  GoTeitunent^  was  uhr^ys  imper^t,  and  often  false. 
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freedom  which  otherwise  I  should  not  have  ij»ed. 
It  is  my  wish  to  give  you  every  material  upoa  which 
to  found  a  just  opinion;  for  certainly  the  situation 
c^f  this  Army  is  too  critical  to  be  loiig  neglected; 
and  miless  a  spirit  is  displayed  by  the  Spaniards^  of 
whidh  We  see  ho  indication^  it  is  impossible  but  they 
mu8t^  subdued. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be^  &Ci 

»  John  MooRB.    t 


.      EX*«^  S«>*,  '  .  ,  .. 

AviENDO  apurado  todos  los  medics,  y 
reflexiones  politicas  militares,  y  conveniente*  pF  q« 
V.  Ex*^^desistiera  del  project©  de  retirar  sus  tropas  a 
Ciudad  Rodrigo,  y  aun  a  Portugal,  y  las  de  Astorga 
iGalicia,  diciehdo  VriEx^de  q*  el  Marques  de  la 
Romana solo haviapodido  juntar  crnco mil  hombres^ 
determine  salir  de  Salaiisanca  ayer  manana,-  p^  ir  a 
encontrar  la  Junta  Suprema  de.  Govierno,  consider- 
ando  concluida  mi  comision,  y  oy  txie  ha  alcaiizado 
un  Posta  con  una  carta  del  Marques  de  la  Romana, 
cuya  copia  remito  a  V.  Ex*  p'  si  puede  hacerle  mas 
fuerza  q^  mis  reflexiones,  y  variar  su  plan,  q^  si  llega 
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a  v^rificarse,  y  no  condesciende  V.  Ex*  aq«  se  reuna 
todo  su  Exercito  con  el  de  Astorga,  y  el  del  Marques 
de  la  Romana  en  Zamora^  ii  otro  punto^  <f  pueda 
imponer  k  los  Enemigos^  es  inevitable  la  destruccion 
de  Espan  a,  y  quiza  V.  £^*  jnismo  se  veri  ohiigado 
a  embarcarse  p*  Ynglaterra",  y  siV.  Ex*condecen- 
die^rea  la  reunion  eapresada,  seriarni^ui  liable  de.q"*. 
Ids  Enemigos  desistieran  de  atacar  Madrid^  y  retro^ 
cedieran,  loq«  daria  tiempo,  aq«  se  reuniera  el  Exer« 
cii^^^erCfentro,  y  tomar  otras  dispociones  condu- 
centes.  Sjp^  a  V.  Ex*  se  sirva  dar  una^contestacion 
alq®  ie  ehtr^gue  esta,  p*  q«  me  la  eihbie  ^r  un  exp^, 
y  si  V/'Ei^tuviese  ta  bondadde  escrirer  al  Marques 
de  la  Romana  su  ultima  determiiiacfcn  en  vista  de  la' 
adjuhta,  seria  mui  conveniente.'  ^ 

Dios  gue  i  V.  Ei^*  m*  a».     La  Calzada'  de  Batfos 
7  d^Diciembrede  1808/ 
'   "  Ex«<>'Sen6r,  ''  '      ^ 


VfiNTURA  ESCALANTE^ 


JSjf^  S^'  Genf  More. 


'  1  • 
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thm  Sir  John  3toore  to  tns  Exeetteney  the  Mar- 
quis  la  Romana. 


MV  LORP  MA&QVIS> 

J  TJOiX^  the  opportuni^  of  writing  to  you 
through  the  means  of  an  Officer,  whom  I  am  going 
to  dispatch  to  Sir  D.  BaircL  I  have  not  yet  reoeined 
any  certain  information  respectii^  Madrid ;  but  I 
have  reason  to  believe  the  people  stitt  hold  out.  A 
letter  from  the  Junta  of  Toledo  infenna  me,  that  it 
is  their  intention  to  assemble  th^^  a  body  of  troops ; 
and  that  the  people*  are  determined  to  die  sword  in 
hand. 

General  Castanos  has  received  orders  to  retire  up- 
on Carolina,  on  the  other  side  of  the  Sierra  Morena. 

The  people  in  this  part  of  Spain  are  too  lethargic; 
they  say  they  have  no  arms ;  they  stand  in  need  of 
a  head,  to  excite  them,  to  unite  them,  and  to  com- 
mand them.  I  propose,  on  the  lOth  inst  to  make 
a  movement  upon  Zamora  and  Toro,  that  I  may  be 
nearer  General  Baird  and  you.  When  I  am  in- 
formed what  progress  you  have  made  in  the  organi- 
sation of  your  Army,  we  ^hall  be  able  to  concert 
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ineasures  together;  s)nd  I  shall  anxiously  wait  the 
reply,  to  the  letter  Vfrj^uch  I  had  the  honour  to  address 
to  you  on  the  6th. 

Two  Gener^  Officers  were  here  a  few  days  ago, 
sent  by  the  Supreme  Junta.  They  did  not  appear 
to  me  to  have  either  the  authorities  or  the  informa- 
tion necessary  for  concerting  any  operation.  I 
thought  I  could,  explain  piyself  more  satisfactorily 
to  you,  General ;  and  I  refused  to  enter  upon  any 
djyiaisien  with  them.  They  were  the  Generals  Es« 
calante  and  B.  General  Bueno. 

I  Imve  the  honour  to  be>  &c. 

John  Moore. 


•■■'•  '  pp:  " 

Prcmthe  Marquis^  of  Ramnna  to  8if^  John  Moore. 

•/■SIR,  ■,..-• 

1  Your  fixeeUbocy's  two  letters  of  Hie  ffth 
and  8th  inst.  have  explained  to  me  the  cauae:of  the 
retrc^rade  movements  which  you  had  directed  of  tte 
divisionSsi  of  the  army  under  your  ^Ji^cellenc^'s  coqh 
mand ;  which  I  think  very  just  and  well^foun^^. .  . 

S 
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I  ihsdl  hat  viinttire  to  r^ly  fo  the  s^iBjccfer  of  jrdrw 
^WD  l^WK^s  till  I  dtei  cfo  k  ty  tAfeaM  of  ftn  Otteer^ 
whom  I  will  dispatch  to-morrow  io  meet  you  at  Za- 
mora.  Irif  the?  mean  while  1  sh^ll  prepare  ib'  effect 
the  *futeltf-wi9hed*lbfjun<itiOft  With  Y.  E. 

'  I  frtve  the  honour  to  teneir  to  Y.  E.' ' 

attf.  &c.  &fc. 


GG. 

To  the  Marshal  Duke  of  Dalmaiia,  commanding 
tJie  2d  Corps  of  the  Army,  at  Saldana.  The 
Vice  Constable  Major  OeAeral. 

Chamartin,  Dec.  10^  1808. 

I  RBAD  to  the  Emperor  your  letter  of 
th^  ftM^th  «£6db€»iib^5  Witich  was  brought  by  one 
of  your  officers.  His  Majesty  approve  of  all 
you4siVe  dotte.  tKeWi'  Regimefit  of  Dragoons, 
iheSSd  of  <5hiisi!feut»,  the  Regiment' dfCdliSttfel 
Tajidier,  and  the  ManoVeriWlfegittiCfrt,  fotm  t^ 
'brigades,  commanded  by  *the  Oenertils  -  Belle  fettd 
Franceschi.     "tkest  two  brigades  arc  tnidefr  yotor 
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onleMy  and  you.eini  mmasmtb  tbam  m^  yob  t^itiJI: 

the  Dhrieioa  Aleriie^  aB4  the  Division  Mouton,  to^ 
g£jaiet*,ifRit():J^fe  fbur  rcghiieMs*0f  eMilry,  nothia^  , 
caistre^iiit  jwi..' 

What  ire,  ^<At  to  dp  ?  Take  poifteseibn  of  Lean; 
6me  biKik  iim  toaiijr  into  Qalioid>  ihake  yourself 
inaBter  ef  BenaveIlt^  and  Zamora.  Ydq  caii  hate 
no  EngliMi  iti  yo^i*  fro«Ui»  for  some  6f  their  regi*^ 
ment9;09i6e  tp  thue  fiaeUHal  and  Salamaiioa,  and 
eviery  tUiog  evinoes  that  tbty  aie  in  fuii  rc^treat 
Our  ad^n^  gliard  is  this  day  at  Talstvera  de  li 
^^fk^  npdn'  lihe  road  to  Bada^os,  which  ft  will 
reach  floim^'  Yt)la  clearly  perceive  that  tiiis  move^ 
m^t  nawt/Qompel  tt^  EngU^h  tdhadtelLiibtneAi- 
ately  to  Litibbny  if  they  are  not  gone  tftnaie  sdready* 
The  mo0aent»  Mar^l^  you  aoe  snre  that  ihe  Eng- 
lish have  retreated^  of  Which  there  it  ev^  pre*> 
sumption^  moi^  forwiurd  with  rapidiiy.  There  kte 
j[io  Spaniards  who  can  resiat  Jrodr  two  divisibni. 
0(ier  9hoes  and  great  coats  to  be  made  at  Leon^ 
St.  Andero,  and  Palencia.  His  Majesty  gi^tits 
evqty  demand  for  improiang  yobr  e4ui|mienl.  Yoti 
may  ^Iso  n^oire  mules  for  yomr  arbtttery^  and  horses 
to  demount:  your  cavaliy ;  hxtt  let  it  all  be  done  ac* 
cordiUAg  to  4he  regular  forms  of  administration. 

It  is  possible  tbat^  as  soon  as  the  Dragoons  of 
General  MiHaf  shall  arrive  in  Spain^  the  Emperor 
will  send  them  to  you  ;  but  this  cannot  happen 
these  fifteen  days.     At  thexlistance  youare,   Mar- 


Digitized 


by  Google 


100  AFPEKDIX. 

shal  Duke,  yoa  mart  direct  yoursdf,  and  look  i^xa 
aniwriteasQiilygenendmrtractkms.  HkMqes^ 
imagines  that  yon  ^11  take  eveiy  meara«  to  reduce 

.  t|ie  coontry  between  tiie  IkMo,  GdliGia»  and  the 
Arturias;  always  presenriii^  most  attentive^  St 
Andefo.  The  5<h  coi1»»  commanded  by  the  Mar- 
dial  Duke  of  Trevise^  has  recalled  an  oider  to  di* 
lect  its  march  to  Saragossa.  Hie  9di  corps,  under 
the  Duke  of  Abrantes^  whorie  1st  division  arrived  at 
Vittoria  on  die  Itth,  Will  probably  receive  orders 
to  unite  at  Bn^s.  Gun^boats  and  armed  vessels 
of  every  kind  have  orders  to  sail  td  St.  Andero. 
Load  them  with  confiscated  English  Merdiaadise, 
cotton,  wool,  artillery,  and  send  all  to  France. 

In  short,  hold  Valladolid  and  Zamora  in  subjec- 
tion. Valladolki  is  a  good  town,  whidi  has  be- 
haved well.  It  is  thought  to  be  very  important  to 
occupy  Zamora.  To  conclude,  the  Emperor  thinb 
that  you  can  do  what  you  please,  as*soon  as  the 
English  retire  toXisbon. 

Five  divisions  of  Castanos'  best  troops  have  been 
routed,  with  even  less  difiiculty  than  you  fouodin 
beating  the  Andalustan"*^  army  at  Burgos.  The 
wreck  of  Castanos*  army  is  pursued  by  Mat«hal  Bes- 
sieres ;  who  has  cut  them  off  from  the  road  to  Es- 
tremadura,  and  is  pursuing  them  towards  Valentia, 
several  marches  beyond  the  Tagus.  The  Emperor's 
head-quarters  are  at  Chamartin,  a  Ijittle  country  seat 

>  ^  Mbtakenfor  the  Estremaduian army. 
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a  lefligiie  and  a  half  from/Madrid,^   His  M8g€sty  en- 
joys an  excellent  state  of  health*  • 

The  Cily  of  Mai^rid  is  quite  tranquil ;  the  shops 
we  all  open,  the  public  amusements  are  resumed, 
and  there  is.  not  the  least  appearance  of  the  first 
proposals  having  been  strengthened  by  4000  can-^ 
non^balls*' 

The  Pkinc£X)f  Neufchatei^ 
Major-General. 

I  will  send  you  to-morrow  a  Proclamation,  and 
aome  decrees  of  the  Emperor ;  in  which  you  will 
reccgnise  the  style  of  him  who  was  bom  to  cofu-! 
mand  the  world. 


HH. 

The  Marqms  of  Romana  to  Sir  John  Moore. 

Lean,  Uih  Dec.  180a 

aiE, 

From  the  forward  movements  )vhich 
the  army  under  Y.  £/s  command  is  making,  I  am 
induced  to  dispatch  my  aide-de-camp,  Mr  Ol^iell, 
with  this  letter,    which  will  inform  you  of  the 
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desthiatidfi  of  my  artey^  and  ^  my  deigns.  I  hav# 
now  20  thousand  men  present  under  arms^  wkoni  ^ 
I  have  begun  t0  clothe  abd  to  organiee;  but  much 
is  stiH  wanting  to  complete  the  wtork^  and  t^ere  Wr% 
sttH  at  le^st  two-thiivb  who  iiref  in  ivaut  of  dothing 
from  head  to  foot.* 

Almost  the  whole  anpy  are  without  havne^saeks^ 
oartouche-boxes^  iwd  shoes ;  and,  notwithstanding 
all  the  exertions  I  have  made  to  that  efl^t,  I  have 
not  boen  able  to  succeed,  the  country  ofiering  so 
few  resources.  I  expect  alt  these  arti<^  ft^tfl  day 
to  day,  hut  the  distan<^  which  they  are  ftom  Ai*  ' 
tetards  the  fex^cutibn  of  my  ofdenr.  If  i^e  ft** 
yinces  were  a  little  toore  zealous,  Idbubt'  noCtet 
the  army  would  by  this  time  be  fit  to  act  in  concert 
with  that  of  your  Excellency.  So  much  for  the 
situation  of  my  troops :  I  will  now  communicate  to 
y.  E.  my  plans.  If  the  Enemy  were  not  in  front 
of  me,  I  should  not  a  moment  doubt  the  possibility 
of  uniting  my  forces  witii  your  Excellency's,  and  of 
concerting  a  decisive  attack  upon  the  troops  who 
now  surround  Madrid ;  but,  according  to  the  best 
information,  thei«  is  a  division,  from  ^bout  8  td  IQ 
thousand  men,  which  extends  from  Saliagun  to  Al- 
manza  ;  and  whofse  object,  ^s  far  as  I  can  judge,  is 
to  check  my  army,  and  to  keep  open  the  comtauni- 
pation  with  the  Mountains  of  3ant^nder.  Its  posi- 
tion is  along  the  little  river  of  Gea,  and  it  occupies 
tlie  villages  of  Srfiagup,  which  strengtlien  its  left; 
its  principal  corps  is^  at  Saldana^  and  its  advanced 
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posts  at  Cea  and  Almanza.    From  this  last  place 
they  push  their  reconnoitering  parties  as  far  as  Pe- 
drosa^  at  the  entrance  of  Valdeburon;   and  they 
ei^pect  to  harass  my  left.  ^  As  long  as  this  corps  re- 
mains in  this  position,    I  cannot  abandon  mine ; 
both  because  I  cannot  texpose  nor  abandon  this 
country,  from  whence  I  dmw  large  supplies  of  pro- 
visions ;  nor  can  I  leave  the  Enemy  a  free  passage  to 
the  Asturias,  who  would  instantly  take  possef  ^on  of 
4i^  mvintry,  and  thr^fen  the  pa36»ge  into  Galicia. 
M  acM^  as  I  am  ^ble  toxwrnvwir^,,  I  intend  to  pu^i 
iogpa^u^  the  cojrps  wbich^is  in  my  front  i  and  at  the 
jBfu^  tj^ne  Sir  Pavid  Baird  can  shpw  the  lieads  of 
H^kWi^B  in  advaxicing  from  Benavente  upon  thfe 
.road  to  Patencia.    Tbb  combixxed  movement  will 
r<^Uge  this  division  of  tl;ie  Enemy  to  fall  back  upoa 
R^ynq^^i^  or  even  upon  Burgc^.     If  w^  were  once 
alear  of  this  party,  I  da  not  think  it  would  be  dif- 
.ftoult  for  your  Ex^Hency  to  join  us,  as  well  as  Sir 
Pavid  Baird.     I  should  very  much  wish  to  have 
^  ifotpryiew  with  Y.  E.  ^   we  might  then  fimooth 
many  cUjSiculties.     If  I  can  effect  it  without  com- 
niittii^g  any  error  here,   I  slxall  repair  as  soon  as 
possible  to  Tordesillas,  and  I  shall  not  fail  to  give 
you  tin^ly  notice  of  it. 

J  have  the  honour  to  be, 
&c.  &c.  &c.  &c. 

TifB  MAI^ayiS  OF  B0MA>,'A» 
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U. 

A  Su  Ex^  S^  Frere. 

Muir  S«»  Mio,   Desde   su  Quartd 
Gen^  en  Leon  dice  el  Marques  de  la'Romana  k  la 
Junta  Suprema  £k>bemativa  del  Reino  ton  {^  de  3 
del  corriente  q^  havia  8  dias  estaba  tratandocon  el 
Gen^  Ingles  Sir  D.  Baird^  q^  manda  las  tropad  de. 
su  nacion  en  Astoi^,  para  que  con  ellas  y  does  6 
catorce  mil  hombres  escogidos  del  Ex^  de  su  cargo 
passardn  k  Zamora  It  reunirse  con  el  G^  Sir  John 
Moore  p'  la  ruta  q«  le  havia  indicado,  con  el  fin  de 
hacer  un  movimiento  sobre  los  Enemigos  hacil  el 
punto  q«  sea  mas  conveniente:  pero  quandoseli- 
soi^eaba  de  la  conformidad  del  G*  Baird^  le  havia 
respondido  q^  tenia  orden  positiva  d^  pasar  por 
tiorra  6  por  mar  k  reunirse  por  Portugal  con  el  G* 
Moore.     Que  havia  repetido  sus  instancias  a  los  dos 
Generales^  y  en  el  dia  anterior  le  havia  contestado 
definitivamente  el  Gen^  Baird  q®  retirabasu  artilferia 
p*  embarcarla  en  la  Cpruifa,  y  el  con  sus  tropas 
pensaba  dirigirse  a  Portugal  por  la  costa  de  Galicia, 
6  por  la  provincia  de  Tras  los  Monies  sobre  Al- 
meida.   Que  le  escribia'  ck  acuerda  con  en  G^.Be- 
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lairde^  q^  haVia  llegadb  aquellknoche  ^.Leon,  mani* 
festandole  la  consternacion  en  q*  i^a  k  poner  aquel 
]>ais  con^  retiriada,  la  imposibilidad  <le  marchar  d 
Mirques  solo  sin  ningiina  cavalleria  aeia  Zamor^ 
los  males  i  q^  quedaba  expnesta  aquella  provincia^ 
y  el  riesgo  q^  amenazaba  al  Reino  de  Galicia. 

La  Junta  Suprema  ba  sabido  con  la  mayor  sor- 
presa  y  dolor  esta  resolution  de  los  Gen^  Ingleses, 
laqual  si  Uegard  k  veridcarse  proporcionaria  grandes 
ventejas  k  las  arm^s  Franceses,  y  acarreria  k  las  Es- 
paiTdaa  las  mas  teitribles  consciqueneias.  Los  gene^ 
rosos  y  prontos  socorros  q^  nos  facilit6  la  Inglaterra^ 
y  las  tropas  con  q*  nos  auxiliaba,  aumentaron  el  en* 
tusiasmo  de  nuestros  Pueblos^  y  alentaron  la  justa 
esperanza  de  q^  esta  reunion  asegnraria  el  fS^Iizexito 
de  la  empreza.  For  lo  mismo  el  desaliento  y  con- 
sternacion q®  produciri  ahora  el  ver  q^  el  Ex^  Bri- 
tanico,  sin  obrar  ni  reanirse,  se  retira  k  los  Puertos 
excitardn  sentimientos  y  causardn  efectos  contrarios 
k  la  buena  causa.  Se  debilitaran  el  entusiasmd  y 
ardor  q^  hasta  fthora  ha  sostenido  la  confianza  en  la 
uniformidad  de  ideas-y  en  las  operaciones  del  Ex^ 
'  Ingles  unido  con  nuestras  tropas.   . 

Ademas  de  los  irreparables  perjuicios  q*  sentiria- 
mos  nosotros,  el  Portugal  quedaria  expuesto  k  verse 
segm>da  vez  sugeto  a  los  Franceses,  q®*  entonces 
descOncertaban  completamente  qtiahtos  planes  y 
medidas  pudieron  salvar  estos  dos  reinos  aliados  de 
la  Inglaterra,  la  qual  por  ultimo  resultadono  habria 
facilitado  socorros  ni  tropas  sino  para  haoemos  cofttac 
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sMftd  y  eiiefgia)  q*  «ii  d  iiiotii99^  ^ii  qT  d^s^lit^ 
con  lo  q^  k  }mk  costado  «is  ^tm^  e«fi|^raEO«,  p^ 
^mwf  aproiiecbsir  b  vemt^a  4e  ver  ^u^nxfwdtp  cfi- 

^n^mdw  q^  polMi^ajooeot^  9<:bxD^  ^  retiiMW  lii 
.:^[)9pa9  Iqgle^na  oo  pn^cfen  oqplttne  4  k  {WiMtR»MQ|i 
4e  v.  E;  y  de  Iqs  Sw  Sw  i^komatec^  cb  1^.  H  &  q' 
^w  b  BwiNoa  contoribui»i  &  la  li^r^  4e  Fti^Ng*^ 
y  hii*i»iertfa,  y  cPMl^yendo  9»i  la  f^ievpsa  ^l»ra  i 
q^  loadfiiitiQQ  la  aioiga  ok  la  Eiipi^a  WMiRortalii^tJ^ 
an  noinbre  y  el  senricio  q^  hacian  h  todg  ^l  g<H^Q#i^< 

Aiwq*  westfts  1tro|w  han  teoujio  Devisi^ea»  w^^Mi^ 
liiodaQiento  p»  cksmayar^  an^  l^«i%  el  e?*94f>  4fi 
loa eoM»o  freee en  «!  numero  ^  tropaa  q^  ff^nwv^ 
Ini^iesei  y  Espanolas^  en  el  ^itusiaaoio  y  coA^a^^a 
q^ :I^o4fietri  la  union  vw^  racmws  ca^i  ind^^b^ 
^  deven  a^^ummos  el  v^dmie^to. 

En  efecto  el  M ..  de  la  Retnana  buscar^  ^  G^  Sir 
}.  Moere^  «a  k  reonir^  deftde  l^ego  con  catorce  mil 
bowbres  etseo^dos  de  $u  EjiS^  y  con  las  activa^  y 
^ergicas  proxrideucias  q^  )a  Junta  Suprema  ha^  dic^ 
tado^  dentro  de  nn  mes  aumentari  su  gente  con  tr^ 
inta  mil  coi^scfiptos  de  k)s  Bei^os  de  Leen^  GaUcia, 
y  Aatujias*  S-  M.  como  V.  E.  sabe  ha  resuelto  que 
pasa  ^  cpnS^iicis^  qoii  Sir  J.  Moore  uno  de  sus^ 
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vocales  que  esta  pronto  k  marchar,  y  k  qaien  acoin* 
pan^ari  como  V.  E.  ha  ofrecido,  y  contribuir£  p'  sii 
parte  al  objeto  el  S^.  Stuart. 

I^mbien  espera  q«  V.  E.  movido  de  tan  fuertes 
consideraciones  se  e&fa^ff^  en  persuadir  al  G^  en 
Gef  de  las  tropas  Ingleses  q®  el  eatusiasmo  de  los 
Pueblos,  su  consuelo^  la  libertad  de  la  Nacion,  l$t 
seguridad  dd  Portugal,  los  intere^es  de  la  Inglaterra, 
y  los  de  la  Europa  entera  dependen  de  q®  se  verifique 
al  momento  la  reunion,  y  concertados  los  planes  a^ 
cibre-  del  niodo  q®  se  jusgue  conveniente  ;  pues  de 
6tra  forma  ni  se  consigue  el  objeto  de  la  venida,  ni 
de  ella  h^bra  resultado  otra  T^ntsya  que  lade  ma- 
lograr  la  mejor  ocasion  de  destruir  al  Enemigo  eter- 
no  de  la  quietud  del  Continente,  abandonando  ^  su 
suerte  k  la  Espatfa  y  al  Portugal  en  el  oiomeuto  eg. 
q^  mas  necesitaban  los  au^cilios  de  su  aliado. 

La  Junta  Suprema  confia  en  la  adesion  q^  V.  E. 
]ji  ha  manifestado,  y  en  el  vivo  interes  q«  toma  por 
nuestra^^ausa,  q^  contribuiri  con  todo  su  influxo  y 
.repres6ritacion  a  q**  no  se  malogre  tan  grande  em^ 
presa:  todo  lo  qual  pongo  en  consideracion  de  V.  E. 
de  ordeii  de  S.  M. 

Martin  de  Garay. 

TruxillOy  8  Dee.  16Q6. 
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Letter  from  Sir  John  Moore  to  Lord  Castlereagh. 

Toroj,  16  Dec.  1808. 
MY  LORD, 

I  HAD  the  honour  to  recrfve  your  Lord- 
^ip^s  letter  of  the  3d  Dec.  with  enclosures^  for- 
warded to  me  by  a  King's  Messenger,  who  reached 
me  on  the  night  of  the  13th,  at  Alaejos,  the  head 
quarters  of  the  Army,  after  its  first  march  from  Sa- 
lamanca. I  was  to  have  proceeded,  on  the  15th,  tp 
ValladoHd  ;  which  place  I  should  have  reached  the 
next  day,  when  I  received  the  letter  of  which  I  send 
your  Lordship  a  copy.  It  is  from  Berthier,  Princ^e 
of  Neufchatel,  to  Marshal  Soult,  Duke  of  Dalmatia. 
The  officer  who  was  charged  with  it  was  murdered 
by  some  peasants,  near  Valdestillos,  between  Se- 
govia and  Valladolid ;  who  brought  the  letter  to 
bur  advanced  posts,  to  B.  General  Stewart.  I  was 
determined  by  the  information  it  contained  to  prefer 
the  speedy  union  of  the  Army  to  every  other  object; 
and  therefore,  instead  of  Valladolid,  I  marched  to 
this  place.  I  had  already  directed  Sir  David  Baird 
to  push  on  his  c(Mps,   by  brigades,  to  Benavente. 
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The  firet  arrived  theare  yesterday,  and  the  brigade  of 
Guards  will  mach  it  •  this  day.  I  shall  march  horn 
this  to-morrow,  to  sdme  villages  within  two  or  thre^ 
leagues  of  Benavente*  I  shall  there  be  so  dose  as  to  he 
dtde  to  protect  Sir  David's  junction,  and  make  it  per^ 
feetly  secure.  It  will  be  the  20th  bef(N^  all  his  corpa 
aire  up,  If  then  Marshal  Soult  is  so  good  as  to  ap 
proaeh  m,  we  shall  be.much  obliged  to  him ;  but,  if 
not>  we  shall  march  towards  him. .  It  will  be  very 
agreeable!  to  give  a  wipe  to  suchacorps ;  although,  with 
respect  to  the  cause  gena^ally,  it  will  probably  have 
no  eQect,  Spain  being  in  the  state  described  in 
^erthier's  letter.  She  has  made  no  efforts  for  her* 
^\f;  ours  come  too  kte^  and  cannot  at  any  rate  be , 
suffiqient.  The  French  seem  to  have  been  ill  in- 
fol'medof  our  moveiAents:  they  ai:e,  howjever,-  soon 
acquainted  with  them,  as  our  a,dvanced  posts  have 
imt :  and  Gen.  Charles  Stuart,  with  a  detachment 
of  the  l8th  Dragoons,  on  the  night  of  the  l^th^ 
surprised  a  detachment  of  their  cavalry  aiid  infantry 
in  the  village  of  Rued^,  killed  and  took  prisoneiis^ 
the  greSEitest  part  of  them.  The  affair  was  trifling, 
but  was  managed  by  the  B.  General  with  much  ad* 
dress,  and  was  exec^ried  with  spirit  by  the  officers 
and  men.  It  was  a  detachment  from*  Valladolid, 
where  Gen.  Franceschi  commanded,  with  3  or  400 
cavalry.  He  had  no  knowledge  of  6\j^r  being  so 
near,  and  would  not  believe  one  of  the  men,  who 
escaped  from  the  village  in  the  dark,  and  carried  to 
^im  the  report  of  the  surprise,  ai\d  ciefi^at,  of  the 
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detachmcsit.  Whether,  when  Bwmaparte  hsAik 
tliat  we  i^»re  not  retired  to  LisImhi,  he  witt  ghre  td 
the  cMps  on  their  lautshr  to  Badafjod  a  difiereAt  di^ 
redtion,  I  cannot  say ;  bttt^  whilst  I  mamh  tM^tndk 
Soqlt^  I  ifittet  tftke^car^  not  too  much  to  uncoTer  Ali- 
torga,  ahd  the  passesin  to  Galicia ;  from  whefijce  in 
fUtut<e  (  must  draw  all  my  stores,  and  tbMt^ 
wbidh  ultimately,  if  pressed,  I  alone  can  retreat 
Stecmld,  therefore,  on  my  approach,  Soult  retire  to- 
wards Burgos  to  join  Junot,  who  is  on  his  march  to 
thae  place  with  the  8th  corps^  I  shall  of  cetirse  be 
ibrdbd  to  desist^  and  to  return  to  this  nmghbba^- 
faood.  In^hort,  imless  is^me  great  ^K)rts,  of  which 
there  is  now  Imt  little  probability,  are  tnaiie  by  tkie 
Spahiardd^  it  is  etidantbow  the  business  most  ter* 
mniate.  Fm*,  e^^  if  I  beat  Soult,  unless  the  i^^^ 
tcny  has  the  eff3ct  to  rd^se  the  Sp«»¥ia]'d&,  m^to 
give  tbeir  leaders  abittt^^  it  wfll  be  ktfeiHled  With  lyo 
Other  advantage  than  #ie  character  it  will  attaoh  to 
^e  British  arms^  I  have  apprized  Sir  John  Cra^ 
dock  of  Buonaparte's  march  to  -fiadajos ;  which  has 
(jince  been  confirmed  to  me  by  a  man  who  left  Ta- 
liveta  after  his  adi^nced'^guard  had  entered  k.  I 
have  told  hiin,  that,  in  case  of  retreat,  mine  vsriU  be 
through"  Galicia ;  and  I  have  begged  him,  after  se* 
iectiftj^  the  ^(uantity  of  tonjiage  necessaty  f<W  the 
fSnbarkation  of  the  troop?^  in  Portugal,  to  send  the 
rest  to  Vig0,  to  wait  my  orders.  The  Lieutenant- 
General  vwU  eommunicate  to  your  Lordstiip  th6 
quantity  d  tonnage  fee  sends  to  Vigo,  when  yon 
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tt4II  bl!  {Ale  to  judge' the  qollttlit^  tiece^sKiy  ^^b^ 
a&hi  tfa€I«  f)r6ifi  Erigknd,  slifdiiid'  tM  fe-emfii»»katio<t 
rf  Iftb  Ahft^  Wc«rae  hecet^ftl^.  Utoar  Lorflsht^ 
*wi«t  jsetiibft- J«bba1»lity  t>f  Sift*  ati  4vittt  ;ai*d  wi^i 
I'ftawdyi'  tWht %■  tight  't6  hate '  the  tfi*atis  tfpbn  ttw 
jfpot  •liltottW^thW'Ai'iiiy  feiik  init<y  GHlfciJt,  -m^ 
iemtatiMTltsitty^ttte,  I  uftdei'StM^f  fMm  Sir BtivM 
Bktf«  i\m '  We  sli^  #ih«  flobr ;  Whiih  1-  -slibtiM 
fiojie  you  wm  stod  froWi  ifi'ftglatld.  Wilfe  k^pmiH 
the  pH)if)(rrtty  oif  tending  r^nfopcefaierlts,  I  aiiAt 
leavfe  yotir'L&tdship  to  tfetehhme.  -If^^ftistkwi 
mwit  I  had  7  oi^'idOO  cavalry,  ^  shoufthcertSiiaytW 
ttmth.  If  ^veV^re  inter  the  G^litiiS,  tttty' rtrbiiik  bft 
iMtodambftiilte.  Aifd;  to  ^eA>Te  us'^cr  ke^i  dtt^ 
gTQun^  in  Spain,  the  reinforcenvetrti  cff  bWdr^tStf 
vilry,  infantiy,  and  artill^,  must  be  considerable 
indeed.  I  shall  endeavour  to  give  your  Lordship 
from  time  to  time  every  information,  and  must  then 
leave  you  to  form  your  determination.  It  is  a  sub- 
ject upon  which  you  can  form  as  good  a  judgment  as 
the  best  military  man.  I  shall  ever  be  of  opinion, 
that  unless  Spain  her6elf.  blokes  greater  efforts,  and 
displays  more  ardour  and  enei^y  in  her  own  cause, 
the  efforts  of  England  can  l^.of  no  avajL 
1  nave  the  honour  to  be,  &c.' * 

John  Moore. 

P.  §.  I  received  a  letter  on  the  13th  fitflfh  the 
Ma*qttis  of 'Rdmariai  IttWhieih  fie'ky*he  will  send 
an  Officer  to  ta^,  aS.  fte  i'dei 'hot  eftbdstf  io  Itast^i 
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paper^  hy  a  Messenger^  the  suited  he  h»  to  com- 
municate* This  officer  has  not  yet  come.  The 
Marquis  is  still  at  Leon,  he  says^  with  SOfiOOmeoi, 
3000  of  whom  have  n^  arms ;  but^  from  Sir  David 
Baird's  account,  they  are  in  no  state  to  be  much 
depended  upon ;  and  he  seems  also  to  doubt  their 
number.  The  fugitives  from  that  and  other  armiea 
are  spread  over  the  whole  country.  They  have  in 
general  their  arms,  and  will  be  troublesome  subjects 
to  the  French ;  and  we  may  expect  to  hear  of  con* 
tinual  insurrections  in  different  parts  pf  Spain,  of 
massacres,  &c.  But  there  must  be  a  gr^t  change 
in  the  conduct  and  character  of  this  country  before 
the  people  are  brought  to  assemble  in  armies,  and 

to  act  upon  system. 

J.M. 


JFVtim  the  Margtds  of  Romana  to  Sir  John  Moor^^ 

Leon,  I9th  Dec.  190S. 

I  HASTEN  to  reply  to  your  ExcellencyV 
letter  of  yesterday,  dated  from  Castronuero,  to  ex* 


Digitized 


by  Google 


j^ppEsvin.  113 

pkiii  to  you,:  that  although  I  thought  6f  Qiaking  a 
i^etreat^  it  was  only  in  consequence  of  the  iiifomnafcioii 
which  I  received  from  Sir  David  Baird;  andtha^ 
otherwise/ it  was"iar:^m  my  intention.  Ihbve 
pladed  my  advanced  posts  so .  as  to  be  able  to  i*et][eat. 
in  good  cftder ;  and  if  Marshal  Soiilf  s  corps  shouU 
not  receive  more  con^derable  .reinforcements,:  I 
^av^  nothing  to  fear  from  my  position^  which  is  but 
teftipbrary,  and  sglely  to  re-organise  the  army*  I 
should  wish  to  co--operate  with  Y.  £• ,  in.  the  mof^ 
meht  you  are  about  to  make  iipon  Sahagun ;  and  I 
shitll  only  wwt  to  learn  when  Y*  E.  proposes  putting 
it  into  execution -=— to  begin  my  march.  I  shall 
order  a  body  of  Hght  troops  to  go  round  by  the 
Mountains  of  Leon  to.Guardo,  whilst  the. prin- 
cipal part  of  my  troops  will  march  upto  Almanza^ 
and  Arom  thence,  coasting  the  rivet  Cea,  I  shaH 
move  upon  Saldana,  where  Marshal  Soulf  s  corps  is 
expected  to  be;  unless,  as  is  reported,  he  should 
have  changed  his  position  within  thwe  two  days. 
The  accounts  say,  that  he  left  only  1 5  00  men  at 
Saldana ;  and  that  he  .has.  filed  off  the  rest  towards 
Guardo,  drawing  nearer  to  the  Mountains  of  San- 
tander,  which  border  upon  Leoii  and  the  Asturias. 
After  all,  there  is  no  great  reliatnce  to  be  placed 
upon  the  reports  of  the  peasants,  who  are  not  very 
accurate  in  their  .observations,  and  are,  besides, 
confounded  by  tlxe  continual  marches  and  counter- 
marches of  the  Enemy. 
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I  hsvf .  thd  honour  to  acquaitrt  Y.  T&4  that  the 
liridge  and  entHatice  of  Sabagun  are  barrmdoed  with 
euti. 

If  ^om  ElceeUency  has  formed  any  other  plans,  I 
hope  I  shall  be  made  aequaintdd  wkh  them^  in  tht 
persuasion  that  I  have  ho  other  wish  than  to  act  ui 
toncert  wkh  Y.  £.  iii  erely  things  and  to  aid  yMi» 
tfk  my  utfliiost^  in. all  your  operatioiaa.  I  think  tbat^ 
for  the  present^  there  shoold  b^  no  thoughts  of  i 
retreat  ;^  but  that.  We  should  feel  the  pulse  of  die 
Etiemy,  and  eblige  than  to  retire  fk>m,the  CqiitaL 
If  Y^  E«  thinks  it  advisable^  vm  might  have  an  iflter^ 
view  at  Betiavente;  and  it  would  perhaps  be  easier 
th^n.to  concert  it  plan  of  operations. 

I  have  this  evening  received  letters  from  the 
Jtmta^  dated  from  Merida,  in  Estremadam^  on  the 
^Sth ;  in  which  they  announce  to  me  thaJi  the  people 
it  AMrid  still  hold  out,  that  the  Fkiendh  have  beeo 
Npulsed  and  bbaten  on  their  way  to  Saragossa,  ^d 
th(it  aiaifs  are  going  on  well  in  Catalonia. 
I  heg  Y.  £•  to  accei^  the  homage^ 
&c.  &€.  &c« 

MAnauia  or  Robiana* 
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From  the  Dnkedel  Infantai^  to  H.  jB*.  S.  tt.  Prer^, 

'  .  ItBAkK  it  ]ii5r  dfrtj^toiainiotiiiieft  to^y^ 
«  -otir^  verjr '  gnadl  atHi  fi^kbfiil  Aily^,.  ikat^  hatiof 
^eeibtaoD^^A  ttDsAnvyiiif  theCenlfely,  tbcndetimnr 
tofhaisteii  ita'arrtTst tothe Caipitidy  ta oniM.,  if  pofii- 
«ible^'  toisaviib;  hdii  not  .kanring  been  able  to  tiie^ 
<»ed'fti'iiiy:dei^igij,  aii4  pi«paring  in  codfle(|veBce  to 
join  the'Sepreme  Jdnt^^  I  haym  fodtid  nbyielf  oUigod 
bjr  the  Generals;^  mA  forced  l^'  ciiimmst^ceB^ .  to 
take  die  conrafimnd  of  the  Arm jr^  till  I  roeetre  tht 
decision  of  die  Jhsnta.  It  was  un&rtiul»te}y  tim 
spirit  of  intirrreclioh  and  diseDntenC  Miong  tht 
soldiery  wliich  placed  me  at  the  post  I  now  occiqpjr  i 
and  it  is  certainly  a  very  disagreeable  siteatioQ^  to 
have  to  ccMrrect  inveterate  eviis,  and  to  set  out  with 
the  measures  oecj^sfiary  to  re-establish  that  order  and 
discipline  which  faaii«  been  totally  neglected. 
.  i  cannot  describe  to  you  die  state  in  which  I  found 
this  body  of  figonished  troops — withiout  sboeB,  most 
of  them  withiMrt  unafamls,  wanting  amsiiiiiokio«, 
hsfrisig  lost  the  greatest  part  of  their  faaggagf>  smr 

h» 
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duced  to  about  9  thousand  infantry  and  two  of  ca- 
valry, and,  to  crown  all,  having  totally  lost  all  con- 
Qdence  in  their  commanders,  From  these  circum- 
stances  I  thought  it  right  to  follow  the  plan  adopted 
by  my  predecessor,  of  coming  to  this  mountainous 
Qpuntry  for  a  few  days,  in  order  to  re^rgani^  a 
little  the  troops;  to  give", an  opportunity  to  some 
stragglers  .and  recruits  to  join  me,  to  give  shoes  and 
repose  to  the  men  and  horses,  and  then  to  set  for- 
ward upon  some  new  operations.  &t  it  is  very  im- 
portant for  their  success,  that  these  should  be  in 
concert  with  those  of  the  other  armies;  espedally  of 
the  English;  and  it  would  be,  consequently,  indisr 
pensably  necessaty,  -diat  we  should  be  made  ac^ 
quainted  with  each  o&er's  pkns.  Colonel  Whit* 
tingham  is  ill  at  this  moment;  I  therefore  wish  that 
H.  £.  General  Moore,  the  Commander-ia-*Chie^ 
should  send  me  an  experienced  and  confidential 
officer,  who  can  give  me  an  account  of  the  plaQ 
adopted  by  the  General  fpr  this  campaign,  and  in- 
form him  of  what  we  shall  have  agreed  upon  toge- 
ther^ relative  to  the  part  which  this  division  of  the 
Army  cari.take  in  its  execution.  I  shall  be  delighted 
if  the  choice  should  fall  upon  Colonel  Graham^ 
whom  I  had  the  honour  oi  knowing  at  Mr.  Stuart's. 
I  know  not,  Sir,  when  this  letter  will  reach  you, 
for  I  am  still  ignorant  where  the  Junta  ha^  stopped, 
or  established  itself;  and  I  believe  that  you  are 
with  it.    My  letter  will  not  be  less  the  testimony 
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ot  my  sincarest  affection^  than  of  the  high' consi- 
deration 

With  which.  I  have  the  honour, 

.  &c..  &c.  &c.  .'  /      * 

The  Duke  del  Infantado. 


NN. 


T/ie  Marquis  of  Romana  to  Sir  John  Moore. 

L^n,  Djsc^l,  1808. 
SIR, 

I  HAD  the  honour  to  write  to  you  on 
the  ipth,  in  reply  to  the  letter  which  Y.  E.  remit- 
ted to  me  tlirough  my  aide-de-camp,  Mr.  O'Niell ; 
and,  not  having  had  any  accounts  since,  I  think  it 
right  to  state,  that  I  am  desirous  to  co-operate  in 
the  attack  which,  it  seems,  it  is  Y.  E.'s  intention  to 
make  uppn  Saldana,  that  the  success  may  be  com* 
plete.  The  Enen^y,'  when  they  shall  have  assem- 
bled all  the  forces  which  they  have  scattered  about 
at  all  points  in  the  surrounding  parts,  will  have  at 
the  utmost,  according  to  the  best  accounts  I  can 
obtain,  from  about  8  to-9  thousand  in&ntry,  and  a 
.  thousand  cavalry,  with  from  8  to  10  pieces  of  artillery. 
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Jt  wnild  te  of  gfeat  imporbtioe  t6  Miroimd  thii 
corps,  and  to  destroy  it,  before  its  junction  with 
TOy  other  whidi  Napoleon  might  aai^d  to  reinforce 
it.  If  Y.  E.  determines  upon  this  enterprise,  I  will 
make  a  movement  irith  from  ^  to-  lO  thousand  men, 
of  those  which  are  best  clothed  and  armed,  all  the 
rest  being  nearly  naked,  jauid  v^ry  ill  equipped. 

If  Y,  E.  gives  me  a  «peedy  reply,  I  will  set  o^^ 
to-morrow  5  but  I  have  the  honour  to  observe  to 
you,  that,  as  soon  as  the  blow  shall  have  been 
struck,  J  must  return  to  mjr  winter-quarters,  for 
want  of  clothing  and  equipments  for  my  troops. 
However^  it  will  be  time  enough  to  talk  of  this  at 
our  interview,  as  well  as  to  <xmcert  the  plan  of  ope- 
rations which  we  are  to  follow* 

I  aiq  persuaded  that  the  Enemy  is  i^ot  strongs 
and  that  all  the  disasters  we  have  witnessed  are 
X>wing  to  the  want  of  union  ip  the  operations  of  our 
armies,  I  have  been  informed  by  an  Officer  of  En- 
gineers, >«rhom  the  Junta  of  Zamora  have  sent  back 
to  mie  from  having  some  slight  suspicions  of  his  con- 
:4uct,  that  the  army  of  Palafox  h^  received  no 
check,  as 'the  Enemy  give  out ;  but  that  he  has  been 
obliged  to  fall  back  upon  Saragcssa,  on  account  of 
Castanos*  army  having  quitted  Logrono,  which  he 
should  not  have  abandoned.  Hei  gives  very  circum- 
stantial details  of  the  French  army  at  Madrid,  of 
the  Emperor,  of  Junof  s  division,  and,  in  short,  of 
.   particulars  whidi  I  think  it  very  necessary  to  ac- 
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quaint  Y.  £.  with,  and  from  which  it  appears  to  me 
that  we  must  indispensably  have  an  interview. 
I  have  the  honour^ 
&c.  &c. 

Margiuis  of  Romana  . 


oo. 

From  the  Marquis  (ff  Rmema  to  Sir  Jchm  J^kort. 

Leon,  S2f2  Dec.  \90$. 
SIR, 

A  coNPlDENTiAX-  pcrson  whom  f  had 
placed  on  the  river  Duero  has  written  to  me,  on  thfe 
l8th  instant,  that  he  is  assured  that  the  Enemy'a 
troops  posted  at  the  Escurial  are  moving  in  tihiit 
direction. 

He  adds,  that  if  the  person  who  gave  him  this 
intelligence  should  not  a^ve  tlie  same  day,  he 
would  go  himself  to  Villacastin,  t?welve  tea^fcs  from 
Madrid,  to  watch  the  two  roads  ;  the 'one  of  which 
leads  to  Zamora,  and  the  other  to  S^ovia. 

I  hasten  to  give  this  information  to  yotir  Excel* 
lency,  that  you  may  judge  what  measures  are  re- 
quisite to  be  taken. 

I  have  the  honour,  &c. 

The  Marquis  oy  Romana^ 


Digitized 


by  Google 


1*0  APPENDIX. 


PP. 


From  the  Marquis  of  Romana  to  Sir  John  Moore. 

MansiUoy  93(2  Dec. 
three  o'clock  in  the  evening. 
SIR, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  you  of  my 
arrival  here  ^  with  the  troops  which  I  intend  to  em- 
ploy as  auxiliaries  to  your  movement. 

I  have  only  heen  able  to  lead  out  7000  infantry, 
130  cavalry,  and  eight  pieces  of  artillery.  The 
troops  are  cantoned.in  the  space  of  a  le^^e  and  a 
quarter  round  this  town.  The  advanced  pofets  are 
tpwards  Saldana,  except  one  corps,  which  I  haye 
sent  to  Villarmimio,  three  leagues  distance  from  Cea. 
.  I  shall  wait  for  your  answer,  and  shall  not  begin 
to  mai^h  until  your  Excellency  shall  have  commii- 
nicated  tt  me  your  plan  and  intentions. 
^  J  request  a  positive  answer,  to  enable  me  to  s^nd 
orders  at  an  early  hour  to  the  troops. 

*- 1  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

The  MAR€tuis  of  Romana. 
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Letter  Ji^m  Sir  John  Moore  to  Lord  Castlereagh 

Benaventcy  %8  Dec.  1808*     . 
MY  LORD, 

Since  I  had  the  honour  to  address  you 
upon  the  l6th  from  Toro,  the  arpiy  has  been  almost 
constantly  marching  through. snow,  and  with  cold 
that  has  been  very  intense.  The  weatHer  within 
these  few  days  has  turned  to  raiti,  which  is  much 
more  uncomfortable  than  the  cold,  and  has  rendered 
the  ro^ds  almost  impassable.  On  the  21st  the  army 
reached  Sahagun ;  it  was  necessary  to  halt  there,  in 
order  to  refresh  the  men,  and  on  account  of  provi- 
sions. The  information  I  received  was,  that  Mar- 
shal Soult  was  at  Saldana  with  about  16,000  men, 
with  posts  along  the  river  from  Guarda  to  Carrion. 

The  army  was  ordered  to  march  in  two  columns 
at  eight  o'clock  on  the  night  of  the  23d  to  force  the 
bridge  at  Carrion,  and  from  thence  proceed  to  Sal- 
dana. At  six  o'clock  that  evening  I  received  infor- 
mation that  considerably  reinforcements  had  arrived 
at  Carrion  from  Palencia  i  and  a  letter  from  the 
Marquis  de  la  Romana  informed  me,  that  the  French 
were  advancing  from  Madrid,  either  to  Valladolid 
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or  Salamanca.     It  was  evident  that  it  was  too  late 
to  prosecute  the  attempt  upon  Soult ;  that  I  must 
be  satisfied  with  the  diversion  I  had  occasioned ;  and 
that  I  )iad  no  time  to  lose  to  secure  my  retreat.  The 
next  morning  General  Hope^  with  his  own  division 
and  that  of  Lieutenant-General  Frtoer,  marched  to 
Mayorga.     I  sent  Sir  David  Baird  with  his  division 
to  pass  the  river  at  Valencia  ;  and  I  followed  Gene- 
ral Hope  on  the  25th  with  the  reserve^  and  the  Hght 
brigades^  by  Mayorga,  V^lderas^  to  Benavente ;  the 
cavahy,  under  Lord  Paget,  followed  the  reserve  on 
the  26th ;  both  the  latter  corps  entered  this  place 
yesterday.    We  continue  our  march  on  Astorga: 
Generals  Hope  and  Frazer  are  already  gone  on.     Sir 
J)avid  Baird  proceeds  to-moirow  from  Valencia ;  and 
I  shall  leave  this  with  the  reserve  at  the  same  time« 
Lord  Paget  will  remain  with  the  cavalry,  to  give  us 
notice  of  the  approach  of  the  BJnemy.     Hitherto 
their  infantry  have  not  come  up,  but  they  are  near, 
and  the  cavalry  is  round  us  in  great  numbers ;'  they 
are  checked  by  our  cavalry,  which  have  obtained  by 
their  spirit  and  enterprize  an  ascendancy  over  that 
of  the  French  which  notliing  but  great  superiori^ 
of  numbers  on  their  part  will  get  the  better  of. 

The  diversion  made  by  our  march  on  Sahagun, 
though  at  a  great  risk  to  ourselves,  has  been  complete; 
it  remains  to  be  seen  what  advantage  the  Spaniards 
in  the  South  will  be  able  to  take  pf  it.  But  the 
jHiarch  of  .the  French  on  Badajos.waa  stopped  when 
Its  advanced  guard  had  reached  Talavera  de  la  Reina ; 
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and  every  thing  disposable  is  nam  turned  in  this 
direction.    The  stores  I  had  ooUorted  here  mm  monr^ 
ingbadt  to  Artorg^  tad  those  atAstorgatd  ViUa- 
f miMift.    The  roads  are  verf  'bad,  and  the  means  xrf 
carmge  soanty^.    If  1  am  pressed  I  mxkit  lose  awse 
of  themiandlmaybeforeedtofightxibattls.  Thts, 
bowevw,  I  shall  endeavour  to  avoid  ;  for,  certainly, 
in  the  present  state  of  things,  itis  mwefivotimparfee's 
game  than  mine*    It  issaidthat  hecemes  himsdf- 
with  10,000  of  his  guards.  The  force  nioviag  agamst 
us  cannot  be  less  than  ^0,000  nm :  «tt  shall,  whem 
^  Astorga,  be  abooT  27,000.    The  Marqais  k  Ro^ 
mana  came  forward  to  Mansilla  with  6^00  to  co^ 
operate  mth  me  in  the  attadk  on  Souk :  1  tfaevefbre 
conclude  that  he  cannot  hav^  abom  8,000  fit  for 
action.    The  country  aboiit  Astorga  o&rs  no  ad«- 
vantage  to  an  tnferi<Mr  army ;  i  shall,  therefore,  not 
stop  ihere  longer  than  to  seestre  the  stores,  and  shall 
reti^eat  to  Vtltafenica,  wheie,  I  understand,  theneis 
a  position.'     But,    if  the  Frexich  psowie,   I  nmst 
hasten  to  die  coast ;  for  ih&ee  is  a  road  to  dense 
which  leads  more  direct  to  Vigo,   and  which,   of 
course,    renders  the  position  at  Viliafranca  of  no 
avail.    Some  time  ago  the  Marquis  la  Romaua  inti« 
mated  his  intention  of  retiring  into  the  Gslicias  by 
Astoi^a  and  ViUafraiica.     I  endeavoured  todis&uade 
him  from  it ;  pointing  "Out  to  him  tiiat  st  \^%  the 
only  communication  we  had  for  our  retreat  or  .sup*- 
plies,  and  be^ed  that  it  might  be  left  &p^  to  us. 
He  stopped  his  retreat  for  the  moment^  hut  I  much 
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tear  he  will  noir  prosecute  it ;  in  which  case  I  know 
not  how  it  will  be  possible  for  us  to  pass. 

I  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  Lordship's  dis* 
patches  of  the  lOth  by  Captain  Hatrdinge,  yesterday 
morning.  I  shaH  be  guided  by  circumstances ;  and 
shall  not,  you  may  rest  assured,  retreat  an  inch  be- 
yond what  I  am  compelled  to^do.  But  I  fear^  if 
once  I  am  forced  into  the  Mountains,  that  the  waut. 
of  the  m^ns  of  subsistence  will  make  it  necessary ' 
to  proceed  down  to  the  coast,  to  be  provisioned  from 
the  ships.  I  need  hardly  add,  the  necessity  of  send- 
ing immediately  the  means  6f  transport  to  re-embark 
the  army,  at  Vigo  or  Corunna. 

The  only  part  of  the  army  which  has  hitlierto 
been  engaged  with  the  Enemy  has  been  the  cavalry ; 
and  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  say  too  much  in  their  • 
praise«  I  mentioned  to  your  Lordship,  in  my  letter 
of  the  l6th,  the  success  Brigadier4jieneral  Stuart 
had  met  with,  in  defeating  a  detachment  of  cavalry 
at  Rueda ;  since  that,  few  days  have'  passed  without 
his  taking  or  killing  different  parties  of  the  Frendi, 
generally  superior  in  force  to  those  which  attacked 
them.  On  the  mSirch  to  Sahagun  Lord  Paget  had 
information  of  six  or  seven  hundred  cavalry,  being 
in  that  town.  He  marched  on  the  night  of  the  20th  ^ 
from  some  villages  where  he  was  posted  in  front  of 
the  army  at  Mayorga,  with  the  loth  and  15th  Hus- 
sars. The  lOtl)  marched  straight  to  the  town,  whilst 
Lord  Paget  with  the  15  th  endeavoured  to  turn  it, 
Unfortunately,  he  fell  in  with  apatrole^  one  of  whom 
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escaped  and  gave  the  alarm ;  by  this  means  the  French 
had  time  to  form  on  the  outside  of  the  tovrn,  before 
Lord  Paget  got  round.  He  immediately  charged 
them  J  beat  them,  and  took  from  140  to  1 50  pri- 
soners, amongst  whom  were  two  lieutenant-colonels 
and  eleven  officers ;  with  the  loss  on  our  part  of  six 
or  eight  njen,  ^nd,  perh^s,  twenty  wounded.  There 
have  been  taken  by  the  cavalry  from  400  to  500 
F/ench,  besides  a  considerable  number  killed ;  this 
since  we  began  our  march  from  Salaipapca.  On 
hia  match  from  Sahagun  ,ou  theSfith  Lord  Paget 
with  two  squadrons  of  the  lOtb  attacked  a  detach- 
ment of  cavalry  at  Mayorga,  killed  twenty,  and  took 
above  ouje  hundred  prisoi^er*.  Our  cavalry  is  very 
superior  in  quality  to  any  the  French  have ;  and  the 
right  spirit  has  been  iijifused  into  them  by  the  exam- 
ple and  instruction  of  their  two  leaders.  Lord  Rtget 
an4  Brigjfadier-General  Stuart. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

John  Moore. 
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A  JsL* 

&>  John  Moore  to  Lord  CastlereagL 

Sendvente,  28  Dec.  160&, 

My  LbR0> 

.  *      •  ■  ♦  .  * 

'  X  HAVE  th€  honour  to  enclose  some  tet- 
ters contained  in  a  bag  lately  intercepted^  the  courier 
murdered,  going  from  France  to  Buonaparte.  Those 
i  enclose  were  all  tnat  I  thought  m  the  least  interest- 
ing. That  from  Champigni  you  will  think  particu- 
larly so.' 

t  have  the  honour,  &c. 

John  Moore. 
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•I  1  ; 

ss. 


Sit  J6K\i  Bik^^ 

• .  My  LOAfiity  .•  ■ 

\,\  I  AHRIY^D  here  yesterday ;  wher^^  coa^ 
tiiQuy^  hm>pfoiQise9and  to  my  expectation,  I  £>und. 
the'Ailarqiii^  1^  Romana,  with  a  great  part  of  his 
troops*  Nobody  caif  describe  bis  troop?  to  be  worise  ^ 
than  he. does ;  and  he  coKoplaios  as  (much  aa  we  do 
of  the  indifTeremie^the  inhabitants,  ^dof  hi&di»- 
appoiatment  afe  their  want  of  enthusiasm.  He  ^d 
to  me^  in  direct  t^rms,  that^  had  he  known  how 
things  were^  he  neither  would  have  accepted  the 
Gommaniy  nor  have  retamed  to  Spain.  With  all 
this,  however,  lie  talks  of  attacks  and  movements 
which  are  quite  absurd,  and  then  returns  to  the 
hdpless  state  of  hip  army  and  of  the  country.  ' 

He  could  not  be  persuaded  to  destroy  the  bridge 
at  Manailku  He  posted  some  troops  at  it,  who 
were  forced  and  taken  prisoners  by  the  Frencbi  oa 
their  march  from  lilaypi^  With  respect  to  me, 
my  Lord,  wA  the  British  troops^  it  has  come  to 
that  point  which  I  have  long  foreseen.  Abandoned 
from  the  beginning  by  every  thing  Spanish,  we  were 
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equal  to  nothing  by  ourselves.     From  a  desire  to  do 
what  I  could,  Ijnade  the  movement  s^inst  Souk. 
As  a  diversion  it  has  answered  completely ;  but,  as 
there  is  nothing  to  take  advantage  of  it,  I  have  risked 
the  loss  of  the  Army  for  no  purpose*     I  have  no 
option  now  but  to  fall  down  to  the  coast  as  &st  as  I 
am  able^   I  found  no  provision  here :  the  little  whidi 
had  been  collected  has  been  consumedby  Sir  David's 
corps  in  their  passage ;  and  there  is  not  two  days* 
bread  to  carry -the  Army  to  Villafranca.'    I.  have 
been  forced  to  push  on  the  troops  by  divisi<»is, 
without  stopping.   General  Fraser,  with  his  divisi<Hi, 
will  be  at  Villafranca  this  day,  and  will  proceed  on 
to  Lugo.    (General  Hope,  with  his  division,  stopped 
yesterday  two  leagues  from  this,  and  proceeds  this 
morning,  followed  by  Sir  David  Baird.     The  two 
flank  brigades  go  by  the  road  to  Ponferada.     I  shall 
follow,  with  the  reserve  and  Cavalry,  to  Vinafranca, 
either  this  night  or  to-morrow  morning,  according 
as  I  hear  the  approach  of  the  French.     TTiere  is  no 
means  of  carriage :  the  people  run  away,  the  villages 
are  deserted ;   and  I  have  been  obliged  to  destroy 
great  part  of  the  ammunition  and  military  stores. 
For  the  same  reason  I  am  obliged  to  leave  tlie  sick. 
In  short,  my  sole  object  is  to  save  the  Army.     We 
must  all  make  forced  marches  to  the  coast^  from  the 
scarcity  of  provisions,  and  ttf  be  before  the  Enemy ; 
who,  by.  roads  upon  our  flanks,  may  otherwise  in- 
tercept us ;  but,  after  a  time,  the  same  diflficulty 
whicl^  aflPects  us  must  afl^ct  him ;  therefore,  the  rear 
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&ace  passed  Villiifkildi,  1 4d  fiM  et|«M  i^ 
tested.  ^  \.    "    ^    '  ^     '..-•    •:'    -■  J    •': 

I  lii^  to  0iid<^  t)|(l'cMit  <^^ 
barfcatlon  of  the  ttdop6«     If  H^^  I IM^  tobetfbfe 
to  take  up  iOTAe  fositibtk,  whkll*  I  <^Mi  «tti^«a!M  iiiitll 
th^arrive.  •' 

It  is  ncjt  pmbaUe  tftat  #e  ^^eh  be  A>1I6WM  t^  ^ 
nosiberB  \?rhi«h  are  tioW  f)rkM^ng<  clg&ifiM^  uk  A^, 
once  collected  upcM  file  eoftst,  ^^^lli  c^i^fiV^  iidt 
^Bmt  ourselv^  t<y  he  mofetfted  by  aiM^'  ttii^  iike 
espial  msaiftbei^.  It  is  okly  whilst  retfesitiiig^  tfat^  #e 
are  vulnerable.  I  iiAW  ti^rd  ol  Dbttiie  dHs{fotx^ 
from  your  Lord3hiil(i^ slkef,  ^tMst^d^b  iAetA.4}6fL 
Chabot;  but  h)9  h«^  b^fr  i^6M!  if)«o  Pbrtugal,  andl 
ha;re  i^t  recin^ed  them . 

The  morning  I  marched  from  Benavente^  $ome 
squadrons  of  Buonaparte^s  Guards  passed  the  river 
at  a  ford  above  the  bridge.  They  were  attacked  by 
B.  General  Stewart,  at  the  head  of  "the  piquets  of 
the  l8th,  and  3d  German  Light  Dragoons,  and 
driven  across  the  ford.  Their  Colonel,  a  General 
of  Division,  Lefebre,  was  taken^  together  with  about 
70  officers  and  men.  The  affair  was  well  contested. 
The  numbers  with  which  Gen.  Stewart  attacked  were 
inferior  to  the  French.  It  is  the  corps  of  the  great- 
est character  in  their  army  ;  but  the  superiority  of 
the  British  was,  I  am  told,  very  conspicuous.  I 
enclose  for  your  Lordship's  satisfaction.  Lord  Pa- 
get's  report  of  it.  This  army,  there  cannot  be  a 
doubt,    would  have  distinguished  itseli^    had    the 
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.Spaniai^  ^  been  able  to^o^ .  any.  rjesiManoe ;  birt^ 
from  the  beginnings  it  was  placed  in  situatiohui  in 
whichi  wittlifwt  the.po8iibiIit)^<yfid|>mg.apn^^  it 

was  itaelf  constantly  riskod — and  np^i  it  is  good 
fortune ,  alone  that,  duq  isav?.  it. ;  It  is  impossible  to 
deny  that  its  discipline  has  been  afifected  by  the  late 
movements.  The  shoes  f^d  deo^ssatied  are  destroy- 
ed; and,  for  some  tiio^  aft^r  it ,  re^l^hds  the  <iqast9 
the  men  iiyill  be  in  the  worst  stitte. 

I  send  the  Fi^epcb  General  t^fj^bre  to  CSoruraa^ 
to  be  forwarded  to  England.  He  is  a  yoimg  man ; 
anfl>  I  should  sujqpose,  S(om  tb^  station  he  hejd^  a 
personal  favourite  of  Bjionaparte. 

:    I  havethehoiioi)rtO;be/ &c. 
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Letter  from  Sir  JohnJ^oore  to  Lord  Castlereagh^* 

Corunna,  IS  Jmuary,  1809. 
JMYLbRD^  i 

.  Situated  as  this  jmny  is  at  present^  it 
is  impossible  for  me  to  detail  to  ypur  Lordship  the 
events  which  have  tai^n  plaee^  since  I  had  the  ho- 
nour to  address  you  from  Astorga  on  the.  31st  De- 
cember. I  have  therefore  determined  to  send  to 
England  Brigadier-<3eneral  Charles  Stewart,  as  the 
Officer  best  qualified  to  give  you  every  information 

*  In  this  dispatch  there  are  several  omissions,  owing  to  the 
following  circumstance  : 

In  the  month  of  March  last,  the  Secretary  of  ^tate  for  the 
War  Department  sent  for  the  Author,  and  informed  him,  that 
it  was  the  intentioa  oi  Administration  to  accede  to  laying  this 
letter  before  Parliament  j  which^  however,  beiiig  a.privitte  lettar, 
and  not  wiitten  in  the  usual  manner  of  official  dispati^hes,  it  was 
thought  proper  to  omit  some  passages  which  bis  Lordship  W0UJ4 
point  out.  The  Author  replied,  that  he  could  not  presume  to 
object  to  any  omissions  which  did  not  afiect  his  brother*£t  repu-^ 
tation.  After  iStm  conversation  it  was  judged  itnprdper  to  fill 
up  th^  blaaks.  One  passage  at  the  bcgim^dg,  )^we$eri:  it  w^. 
considered,  might  be  restored,  where  mention  is,  made  of  the 
Honourable  Brigadier-General  Stewart,  brother  tp  Loi|h^tJ|?- 
rcagh. 
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you  can  want,  both  with  respect  to  our  actual  situa- 
^on,  and  the  events  which  h^ve  led  to  it.  From 
his  connection  with  your  Lordship^  and  with  His 
Majesty's  Ministers,  whM^^ver  he  relates  is  most 
)ikely  to  be  believed.  He  is  a  ma(i  in  whose  flJjnouF 
I  have  the  most  perfect  reliance ;  he  is  incapable  of 
stating  any  thing  but  the  truth,  and  it  is  &e  truth 
which  at  all  times  I  wish  to  conyey  to  your  Lord-^ 
ship,  and  to  the  King's  government 

Your  jLordship  knom^-^hat  had  I  fbliowed  my 
!Ciwn.opniipii*aa  a  loilttary''  msA,  I  should  have  re- 
tbreil  with  the  «fspy  from.  Sakmaiu^.  The  Spaaii& 
{«miei  wBie.  thca  l^eaten ;  tfaere^  was  no-  Spanidi 
forcet^  ^'idueh'v^  could  ttmte;  and  ^  * 

#«.         1^       .  *         '  u-     .       #  *  « 

I  waa  satisfiacit  thsrt)  no  efibrts  would  be  made  fx>  aid 
Ha,  orivrpur  the  oamsein  whio^  they  w^i«  ei^agedl 
I  was  sent^ble,  however,  that  the  apathy  and  andif- 
^hretipetof  the  Spaniards  would  pever  have  been  be- 
lieved ;  that,  had  the  l^titi^h  been  withdrawn,  the; 
loss  of  tb^  cause  would,  have  been  impu^  to  their 
I99treat;;^uid  it  w«a  neoesaary  to  cisk  this  army  tti 
cemftawthe  {people  of  England^  as  well  as  the  rest 
of  Europe^  that  the  Spaniards  had  neither  the  power^^ 
nor  the  pclin^tion^  to  ma^e  any  efforts  f^r  thengi-? 

11}  WM  foTi^ia  xt^ason  that  I  mairobedb  to  Sabag^n^ 
i»  a^  diversionat  \^m  sucoe^ed :  I  brought  tiie  whole 
dfeposable  force  c^*  the  French  against  this  army^ 
and  it  has  been  allowed  to  follow  it^  without  a  single 
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movemeit  being  ma<ie^  :*  *  * 

*  *  *      '  .  »"        *  *      .      ^ 

*  *    ta  faveisr  its  retreat. 

#,  *  »^  *  #  #  # 

*  *  *  The  people  of  the  GdMcia^ 
though  armed^  made  no  attempt  to  stop  the  pas^a^ 
of  the  Fitindi  throtigh  their  mornitaiini^;  They 
abandbfied  their  dwellings  at  otnr  appfoabKy  di?6l^ 
away  their  carts^  otxen,  and  eveiy  ihinrg^iihset  c^^^M 
be  of  the  smallest  aid  to  the  army.  This  eon^^ 
qUenee  has  tieeti^  iikt  our  sick  hait^bi^iyteitbe- 
hind;  and  vrhest  our  houses*  and  nmks  Mtedy  i^hi^h 
01^  9udi^  marches^  and  through  such  a  coUfi^y/  wais 
the  case  to  a  great  el:teirt,  baggagey  «»«ium<5oni 
stores,  and  even  money,  were  necessarily  deisti^yed 
or  abandoned.  '      " 

I  aixi  sorry 'to  slay  that  ihe  imiy,  whbse  dbriductl 
had  i^ueh*  reason  to  extol  on  its  march  through  Por- 
tugal;, and  on  its  arrival  in  Sp^in;  hail  totally  chang^A 
its  character  since  it  began*  to  retteat.  **  * 

m  #  #'  *  4  i0  4 

I  c^n  say  nothing  in  itif  favour,  but  that,  wheA*  tfiei^ 
was  a  prospect  of  fighting  the  Enemy,  the?  mfen  were 
then  orderly,  and  seemed  pleased,  and  detferriiined 
to  do  their  duty.  In  front  of  Villafranca  the  Frencfi 
eame  up  with  the  reserve,  with  which  I  was  covering 
the  retreat  of  the  army.  They  attacked  it*at  Calca- 
)l:mIos.  I  retired,  covered  by  the  95th  regiriient, 
md  niarched  that  night  to  Herrerias,  aiid^lfience  to 
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Kogales  and  Lugo ;  where  I  hadx>rctered  the  diflfer- 
cnt  divisions  which  preceded  to  halt  and  collect. 
At  Lugo  the  French  again  came  up  with  me  ;  they^ 
attacked  our  advanced  posts  on  the  6th  and  7^^  and 
were  repulsed  in  both  attempts  with  little  loss  on  our 
tide*. 

I  heard  from  the  jK'isoners  tiken^  that  three  divi- 
Mcoa  of  the  Fnendi  army  commanded  hy  Marshri 
Soult  were  come  up  ?  I  thetcfare  ex^ieeted  to  be  at- 
tacked onjthe  morning  of  titie  8th.  it  was  my  wish 
to  Qome  to  that,  iume ;  I  had  perfect  confidence  in 
the  valour  of  the  troops,  ai^  it  was  only  by  crippling 
the  Enemy  that  we  could  hope  either  to  retreat  or  to 
embark  unmolested.  I  made  every  preparation  to 
receive  the  attack ;  and  drew  out  the  army  in  the 
morning  to  offer  battle.  This  was.  not  Marshal 
Soult^s  object:  he  eitiier  did  not  think  himself  suf- 
ficiently strong,  or  he  wished  to  pl^y  a  surer  game 
by  attacking  us  on  oiir  march,  or  during  our  em- 
barkatiiHi.  .  The  country  was  intersected^  and  his 
position  too  strong  for  me  to  attack  with  an  inferior 
force.  The  want  of  provisions  would  not  enable  me 
to  wait  longer,  I  marched  that  night ;  and  in  two 
forc^  marches,  bivouacittg  for  six  or  eight  hours  in 
the  rain,  I  reached  Qetanzos  on  the  1 0th  instant' 

*  t  t        -  *  *  ;    #   ;  .« 

*  »  *  #  #  #  it 

*  '    .  *  ♦  #  #  .  *  * 

At  Lugo  ],  was  sensible  Qf  thejmpossibility  of  reach- 
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ingVigcr,  whieh>  waff  at  too  greisit  ?i  dmtancfe,  aiiA 
offered  no  atAvantages;  to  embark,  in  the  face  of  an 
JElnemyi  My  iitditton  then  wai  to^havei^retifjeated 
to  the  peninsula  ^f  Betana^  i'  wher^I  hop^d  to  ^Smi 
a  position  to  eojrer  :the:  embarkation  of  the  army  i  A 
Ares  or  Rodea  Bays;  but  having  sent  an  officer  to 
reconnoitre. it>. by  has  report  I  wasi determined  to 
^^prefer  tills «  places  I  gavepjioticeto  the  Adriricaliof 
lak^r  intentiob,  ^md  begged  ithat  the  transports  migbt 
be.hro«^t  ^to  C^inmiiia// ifed  1  fenndl  th^  hire,  on 
my  "^arn^ial  on  ^ini  4  itb  ^inbtmt^  tbo;  embadftdi^ti 
wouSeI  jeasify.  lmea{ie^n.«eifeoled;{  &r  I  had  gained 
aeveral  marches  on  the  OFreach*  Tfcey  have  nowi, 
eome  up  ;iirith.  \jfs ; .  thev^  tvaaoaports  .  are  riot  amvedu 
]!tfy  poi^itWnin  front  of  this  pine  is  ar  vejiy  bad  one^ 
a^d  this  place^  df  I  ani  forced  to  retire  into  it,  is 
GDmmanded  "within  nhisketHdii^t ;  and  ^the  tmibotir' 
will  be^uso  cooamaiJdeiiHbyieasuion  oh  the  <k>astthai 
^  ship  w81  b^  able  to  lay  in  it.  In  i^ort,  mJ^'Loid, 
G^veral  IStewart  will  infotta  you  how  ci^tical  our 
situation  is.  It  has  beea^.tecoiiiniended  tP  .me^  to 
make  a  proposaU.to  the  Enemy  t6  induce  him  to 
allow  us  to  embark  quietly  ;  in  ivbich  case,  he  gets 
us  out  of  the  country  soon,  and  this  place  with  its 
ftores^  &c.  complete ;  that,  otherwise,  we  have  it 
in  our  power  to  make  a  long  defence,  which  must 
esi^ure  the  destruction  df  the  town.  I  am  averse  to 
make  any  such  proposal  j  and  am  exceedingly  doubt- 
ful if  it  would  be  attended  with  any  good  effect ;» 
but,  whatever  I  Tescdve  on  this  head,  I  hope  your 
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Lorddiip  wffl  rest  assured,  that  I  shall  accept  no 
forms  that  are  in  the  least  dishonoorable  to  the 
Army^  or  to  the  Country.    I  find  I  haye  been  led 
iatto  greater  length  and  more  detail  than  I  thought 
I  should  have  had  time  for :  I  liave  written  und^ 
interruptions,  9ndt  vn&,  my, mind  mueh  occupied 
mth  other  matter.    My  letter  written  so  caselessly 
can  only  be  considerad  as  private^  when  I  h^vemonr 
Irisme  I  shall  write  more  coprrectfy.    In  the  mean 
time  I  rely  on  General  Stewart  Icur  giving  ymsr  Lord* 
shipithe  infonnatiQnandi detail  which  I  have  fMnitted. 
I  should  regret  his  absence^  fiur  his.  senooea  havaa 
been  very  distinguished  :  but  the  state  of  his  ejrea 
makes  it  impossible  foe  hisnlo  serte^.  and  this  oonn^ 
try  is  not  one  in  whtdi  Cavnlry^  can  be  of  much  uae. 
If  I  succeed  in  embarking  the  Army>  I  shall  send 
it  to  England-^it  is  €|uite  unfit  for  further  setviee 
until  it  has  been  refitted,  winch  can  best'  be  donje 
there,  *»  #        .    *  #  ♦ 

#  «         ♦  «  ♦  *  *. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c« 

John  Moore. 


THfi  iiW. 


John  Niofaols  aud  Sod,  Priutors,  ^ 

Bed.  Lion  Passage,  Fleet-street,  Loidom  ;  ' 
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